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THE JOINT COMMITTEE of the Senate and the House convened 
at tem o'oloek A. M., Friday, January 31, 1919, im room of 
Railroad Commission, Capjtol, at Austin, Texas, pursuant to 
resolution authorising an investigation of the Texas State 


Ranger Force. 


PRESENT; Hon. W. H. Bledsoe, Chairman. 
Senator Paul Page, Viee-Chairman. 
Senator Williford. 
Hon. ©, M, Tidwell. 
Hon. Dan 8, MoMillin. 


HE CHAIRMAN; fhe committee will now come to order. 
Gentlemen, in the conduct of this investigation, I want to say 
at the cutset that we are not partisans in any sense but we 
are here for the purpose of eonducting an absolutely fair and 
impartial investigation with reference to our State Raager 
Porce, their activities and the necessities for a continuance 
of the force, and what, if anything, can be done for the 
betterment of the condition and rendering to the people of 
Texas a better service, We are glad to have you gentlemen 
defore us, and any other citizens of the State who may know 
anything or who has any knowledge in thie matter will be gladly 
heard at any time. We are going to ask you to cooperate with 
Us in order to expedite business for we have other matters 


that mast have our attention, ani iz addition to that we are 


“x 


going to ask you to give us absolute order in the room. We 
want to keep a stenographic report ani we want a complete 
Yreoord until we get through. We only ask this in fairness to 
ourselves. Now if you gentlemen will indicate who among your 
munbers desires to be heard, immediately upon the reading of 
the charges that have been prepared, or the specifications, 
whichever you choose to term them, we will be glad to hear 
their evidence. 

(at this time Walter Pridemore was duly sworn to act as 
offieial shorthand reporter and secretary of the joint committes.) 


MR. J. T. CANALES: Mr, Chairman, and gentlemen of the 
committee: I have here the charges which I have prepared ani 
wigh to file with your committee. I have made an original 
and a copy to be served on the Adjutant General ani have mede 
@ copy for each member of the committee. 


(Me. Canales' original eharges were filed and by hin 
Presented to the committee, and here follow; ) 


}. 


Austin, Texas, 
January 30, 1919. 


To the Yonorable W. Bledsoe, Chairman, and the 
Members of the Joint Committee of the House and 
Benate to Investigate the Charges Against the State 
Ranger Foree: 
Sirst 
I, J. T. Canales, Representative from the 77th Distrist, do 
hereby make the following charges upon information and belief, 
and protest under oath that the charges hereinafter made are not 
prompted by malice or any improper motices on my part, but for 
tee purpose of enpbling the Committee to investigate the abuses 
permitted in the present Ranger foree in various sections of the 
State: to wit, 
Firat. TI charge that on or about November 16, 1918 
Rangers George B. Wurst and Daniel Hinojosa, while in a state of 
intoxigation, discharged their pistols in the streets of San 
Diego, Duv«l County, Texas, and intimidated the citisens of said 
town that, and that afterwards, when complaints were made for 
their arrest, they made threats against the 1if* of Constable 
Ventura R. Sanchez in the event he should exesute the warrant 
of arrest against them. J submit herewith the affidevits of said 
constable accompanied by the affidavits of witnesses M. A. Munoz 
and Juan Barrera, anc, in addition to these, the letter from 
¥ra. Virginia Yeager who resides in San Diego, Texas, all of whik 
J mark “Exhibit A", and which I desire to be made part of these 
charges. | 
Second. I charge that Jesus Villarreal, a oitisen of 
Duval County, while under the custody of Sergeant J. J. Hdds to- 
gether with other rangers, whose names &t present are not known 
to me, on or about the 15th day of September, 1915, waa tortured 
and brutally treated by said Rangers, assisted by one Royal Cole 
lins, in order to make him oonfess to a supposed violation of the 
iaw. In this connection 7 submitt the arfidavit of aaid Jesus 


Villarreal, accompanied by the affidavits of Bulalio Benavides 
and Guillezmo Henavides, 811 citizens of Duval County, Texas, 
which affidavits I mark "exhibit B", and @ ask that the same he 
considered in conndetion with this charge. 

Third. I charge that on or about Osatober 5, 19158, 
Sergeant J. J. Hdds, stationed at Rio Grande City, Killed a man 
by the name of Lisande Munoz at Munos' Ranch which is near Rio 
Grande City under circumstances which makes said Bdds guilty of 
murder in the second degree. IT charge that investigation wae made 


by Captain W. M. Hanson on gg partes affidavits of said Edds and 


others and said charges were turned over to the Adjutant General 
of thie State and his attention called thereto. The resord of 
this investigation has not been turned oper by the Adjutant Gen 
eral to the Youse but must remain in his possession and I wish 
to sutmit in connection with this charge the letter of Captain 
W. Le Wright, written Octoder 9, 1916, addressed to Yon. Sam 


De We Low, Acting Adjutant General, which letter I refer to as 


"Behibit 0", I further charge that notwithstanding this inves 
tigation made by the Adjutant General said J. J. Mddse Was been 
retained in the Service and is still in the service. I desire 
to summon as withesses in this case R. Costervene, County Attor 
ney of Sterr County, Texas, who resides at Rio Grande Gity, F. 
Oostervene, Justice of the Feace, Starr County, Texas, Rio Grande 
City, and Sheriff G. A. Guerra, Rio Grande City, Starr County, 
Texas. 

Fourtm: J charge that on or about September 2, 1918, 
one Jose Yariea Gomes Salinas was murdered.in Jim Yoae County by 
two mexic: or named Sabas Osuna and Frederico Lopes under ciroum 
stances lead me to believe that said Mexicans were acting 
under th: ders aad at the request of Sergeant J. J. Bids. In 
Gonnecticn with this charge. 2 submit the record of the investi- 


gation made by Captain W. M. Hanson, acting under the orders of 
the Adjutant General, as per lettex d-ted September 16, 1918, 
enclosingrecor of the inveatigation made by him which papers I 
maxyk “Exhibit D", and I desire that the Committee should conside 
er same in connestion with my c’@rge.. 

Fifth, IJ charge that on or about April 4, 1918, one 
Fiorenaio Garcia was kilbd while in the custody of Rangers Locke, 
Saddler, and possibly Sittler, of Captain Chas, F. Stephens og 
pany, under circumstances which according to investigation made 
by the Adjutant. General's Department, shows that it gonstituted 
murder. I further charge that notwithstanding this investigation 
neither of said Rangers in whose custody the man was before he 
wae killed was discharged from the Service, or in any way reprise 
manded for their aation by the Adjutant Genezai's Department, 
And in connection with this change I desire to submit the cox 
reapondence and statements that, are taken from the files of the 
Adjusant General's Department which are here marked "Eghibita", 
and in addition thereto I desire to submit the names of the fol- 
lowing witnesses: 4H. W Gray, Brownsville, Texas, Gsqar C. Dan 
ey, County Attorney of Cameron County, Brownsville, Texas, Osp- 
tain W, T. Vann, Sheriff of Cameron County, Brownsville, Texas,. 
Judge H. J, Kirk, Justice of the Peace, Precinet Now 2, Cameron 
County, Brownsville, Texas, and desire that & pubpeena duces. 
teaum should be issued against Frank Champion, Distriet Clerk 
of Cameron County, Brownsville, Texas, requiring him to bring in 
@11 records before the Grand Jury of Cameron County with regard 
te the‘examining trial of said gase. 

In addition to the above charges I reserve the right 
te file further charges for other violations of law. And I dee 
sire also to submit to you the charges made by Honorable John J. 
Ford which accompanies this list of charges. 


Respectfully Submitted by 


Representat ve from the 77th District. 


In caonneotion with the above the following is consid-. 
ered. 
ROUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Btate of Texas, 
Austin, 


1~30«1919, 

masa yavaitienteae Goma ttee, 
Austin, Texase 
Dear Sixt 

T submit to your committee the names of Sergt. Sam 
MoKensie, and Frivate Il. C. Bilis, of the State Ramer force for 
your investigation, and charge that on or about August i, 1916, 
they each maltreated a prisoner in the County jail of Rolan Coune 
ty and abused suck prisoner in an unwarranted manner. I think the 
correct address of each of the parties abused whose names J de 
not. know can be obtained from J. 4. Beall, Sweetwater or Sheriff 
Kemp, of Paint Reok. 


Yours very truly, 
John J. Ford. 
¥. IMB 
Since further refreshing my megory I think one of the 
parties was named Tyson, and lives naar Mullin, Texas. Can get 
definite information from 3. J. Tyson, Mullin, Texasg who is fa- 
thereef injured party- 


FILED JANUARY $ist, 1919, Walter Pridemore, Secretary 


EXHIEIT A, 
Attached to Charges of J. T. Canales. 
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San Diego, Tex. Jan 26, 1919. 
Hon. Canales, 
Austin, Tex. 
My dear sir:---I note with setisfaction that you are bringing 
inte notice the injustice done by that lawless band of high- 
waymen known as Rangers. Twice within the months they have 
"shot up” this town, They have no regard for either the oivil 
or military laws. They make their own out of a bottle, it used 
to be cid Rippy it ie mescale now, Seriously, I've seen them 
@runk and abusive without the least exouse for it. They have 
abused me and I have appealed to the Adj. for relief. I oan tell 
you of many instances to my personal knowledge of their lawless 
practices. If you wieh. I am sure that they are the German 
Propogandiste--they keep atrife between the U. 5. & Mexico they 
herase the lives out of the Mexican speaking citisens. The 
Germans are alone of strangers to find welcome to this part of 
Tex. Many men went to Mexico, not to avold the service of the 
Ue 3. but to avoid the inevitable unwarranted assault and errest 
by the Rangers. It was and still ie a reign of terror. They ere 
in to overy thing, even civil cases, IT can give you detailed 
accounts of their frightfulness here if you wish. 
Respectfully, 
MRS. VIRGINIA YEAGER. 
IT am Chairman Women Suffragiste of this Co. 


Joint Gonmmittee, Investigating Texas State Rangers. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, a list of some twenty or twenty- 
five names has been handed to me as the names of gentlemen 
from down in that country who desire to be heard. Now I am sure 
that this general testimony is going to be along the lines of 
the general work ané efficiency of the Department. My suggestion 
would be that we let these gentlemen select those that they would 
like most to be heard-~I am sure we are not wanting to hear tventy- 
five or thirty witnesses just on general conditions, If you 
gentlemen would hold a conference and select those you desire 
first to be heard amonget your number we will commence on those 
et ence, or we will take the list aa it is. 

MR. CAES@R KLEBERG: I believe we are ready now. When they 
get to talking teo auch just eall them down. We are not going to 
shvot them all at you. 

THE CHAIRMAN; The question is, who are you going to oall 
first? 

Me KLEBERG: We will call on Mr. Morrison first, 


(At this point all witnesses present were duly 
evorn by Hon, ¥. HM, Tidwell, of the comittee,) 


VGERCeECAS 


WILLIAM G. B. MORRISON, 
£ San Benito, first having been daly sworn, testified as follows: 
HXAMINATION BY LR. BLEDSOX, CHAIRMAN: 
Your name, please? 
William G. B. Morrison. 
Of whet county? 
Cameron County. 
What is your profession? 
An attorney. 


How long have you lived in Cameron County? 
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Over seven years. 

Q Have you been engaged in the active practice during that 
seven years? 

A Entirely. 

Q Of what character, genersl practice, or have you specified 
in some lines? 

A Generel practice. 

Q You are acquainted generslly, not only with Cameron but 
with the surrounding counties, and conditions existing in that 
section of the State? 

A With Hidalgo and Cameron Counties. 

Q Have you known anything of the Ranger force in that county 
or in these two counties during the time of your residence thera? 

& I have. 

Q How many different Rangers have you known? 

A I suppose I have known ten or twelve so that I spoke to 
them and they spoke to me, and a great many more whose names I 
do not know but whom I know by sight. 

Q Can you give us the names of any of those you have known 
during that time? 

& Some I have known are not now in the serviee. 

Q Give us the names of those you have knowne 


A Woe Taylor. 


+ 
44 


Q@ Indicate those in service and those that are not. 

A Rock Phelps. They are not now in the service. I know 
those boys quite well. The Saddler boys, I know by sight. They 
are still in the service though I believe one of them died recently. 
I know a Saptain Stephens, Captain Taylor, Captain Saunders, 
Captain Hanson by sight, and some of them fairly well. I know 
Hinojosa by reputation very well. I know Edds by sight. Several 
others whose names I do not recall now, gentlemen. 

Q How many Rangers are usually kept in Cameron and Hidalgo 
Counties? 

A There is usually one or two companies through those 
counties. 

Q@ Do you know the number of men to a company? 

A I believe twenty men to a company. 

Q In those counties you usually have something like forty 
Rangers? 

A It varies. Sometimes from a part of a company to two 
companies,- depending largely upon the conditions. 

Q Do you refer to local conditions? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q What local conditions do you have there to make it necess-~ 
ary to maintain so large a Ranger force in that section? 

A ‘The menace to the Mexican border and the unusual state of 
unrest that has existed in Mexico for some years past, and the 
fact that there is in Mexico and along our side a large number of 
cattle thieves and men whom we might term outlaws, who are Mexicans 
who slip back and forth across the river almost at will except as 
they may be prevented by the Rangers, and then, of course, the 
unserupulous white folks who manipulate the illiterate Mexicans 
and cooperate with the cattle thieves. 

Q Have the Rangers operated with the local authorities in 
the enforcement of the laws of the State? 


A Yes, sir. 


Q Or, have they acted independently of local authorities? 
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A Well, that would be a sort of combination answer. They 
are an independent force, of course, as the Committee recognizes, 
and, to a large extent, they operate alone, but my experience 
has been they very largely cooperate with local authorities 
in those matters. 

Q Is there a unity of action or friction between them and 
the local authorities in the enforcement of the law? 

A During our worst troubles there was a very close unity 
of action between the local authorities and the Rangers and the 
army. Recently there has been considerable friction— that is, 
I speak for Cameron County. 

Q What is the cause of that friction? 

A The political conditions that obtain in Cameron County 
and Hidalgo County. 

Q What character of men have been on the Ranger force 
with reference to those located in those counties at the times 
you speak of? 

A ‘There have been many who were good men and true. I do 
not mean to say.that they were all highly educated men by any means, 
and there have been one or two who have been of not such good 
caliber that I know of. 

Q With reference to being law abiding and conducting 
themselves as peace officers should, what has been their con- 
duct? 

A The greater portion of them are unobtrusive, go about 
their own business and, except for the fact that they wear the 
large sombreros and cow boots, you never would realize they were 
Rangers. They come into our city with their coats buttoned and 
you don't know that they have a gun. That is true of. most of them > 
that I know. 

Q They make no special efforts to demonstrate that they 
ere Rangers? 

& No, sir. 


& on't play "bad men” generally? 


A No sire 


Q With reference to dissipating, what is their conduct? 

A I would say that there is an extreme difference, of 
course, in the present day and the old days. When I first went 
down there there was one company of Rangers stationed there 
and usually a good many of the members spent the greater portion 
of their time in the bar-room. These latter days that has not 
been the case, and, of course, we have not had saloon in our 
town and through most of our county for some time, so that con- 
ditian does not obtain. 

(At this time W. D. Cope, Assistant Adjutant General appeared 
before the Committee and Chairman Bledsoe stated to him the 
following: "Here is a copy of the first specifications filed 
by Mr. Canales. We stated to General Harley yesterday that we 
would file them with your department. These charged have been 
filed. If you gentlemen desire to be heard we will hear you at 
any time. We will hear evidence under each of the charges made 
and we will be glad to have a representative of the department 
to hear this examination at any and all times. " 

(MR. COPE: Thank you. ) 

THE CHAIRMAN: Had you finished your answer? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

Q@ Say, in the last two years, to what extent have the 
Rangers been drinking and disorderly in and around your county? 
And in Hidalgo County, so far as you know personally? 

A In the last two years I think I can honestly say that I 
have not seen a disorderly Ranger. 

Q Have there been any complaints made against them for dis- 
orderly conduct or for drunkenness that has come to your personal 
attention in that time? 

A Not in my county. Mr. Canales celled my attention to 
one in Duvall County since I have up here this week. 

Q You think local conditions there are such that the main~ 
tenance of a large Ranger force on che border igs absolutely 
necessary? 


A I think so. Not only for the benefit of our country but 


for the entire State. 

Q You do not think that the local authorities are suffi- 
ciently organized or are capable of taking care of conditions 
existing on the border there? 

A I think not. They do not. 

Q In your judgment, is that because of their unwillingness 
to enforce the law or inability to do so? 

A I think it is partly due to several reasons, one of 
which may be due to political conditions, the other due to the 
fact that it is almost impossible for a sheriff to maintain a 
sufficient number of paid deputies to handle all of these mat- 
ters over the vast extent of border that we have. Cameron is a 
very large county and Hidalgo is quite large, and right back of 
thet we have this practically uninhabited country that extends 
up as far as almost to Kingsville. There are several good 
counties in between but the country back of there is most all 
pasture land and part of it is sandy desert. If you get off of 
the road and don't know the country you can wander around there 
for several weeks and starve to death. And then the fact that 
these cattle thieves and outlaws operate back and forth across 
the river and from one county to another, it makes it a very 
difficult matter for county officials--county officers to handle. 

Q Do you think any changs should be made in the personnel 
of the Ranger force, so far as you know, at this time? 

A I think there are some Rangers that certainly should be 
removed from the force. 

Q Why? 

A I know of one myself that is a man who is not of such 
character as should be on the force. However, I believe he is 
no more than the kind that could be expected to serve on the 
force at forty dollars a month, or whatever wages they are paid 
at this time. 


Q@ Could you give us his name? 


A Yes; Daniel Hinojosa. 


Q@ You think he is not the kind of man who should be in 
charge of enforcing the laws of the State? 

A Not unless he has improved wonderfully since I have known 
hin. 

Q@ Do you know how long he has been on the force? 

& I have learned through Captain Hanson who was in the 
office the other day, that he was on the force and stationed in 
Duvall county at the present time. 

Q Is he a dissipated man? 

A He did drink a great deal. 

Q@ Is he a man who has ever been charged with any felony 
as far as you know? 

A He has never been officially charged, no, sir. 

Q Is he a man that is generally an undesirable character? 

A Had that reputation in our city. 

Q Had the general reputation of being ean unreliable and 
not a law abiding man? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q How many men have been killed in your city during the last 
five years? ~--- Whose command is he in now? 

A I think he is in Capt. Hanson's company. I just have 
that by hearsay. I might add further thet Capt. Hanson and 
the Adjutant General were surprised to learned of the reputation 
that he bore, or, at least, said they were, and said he was engag-~ 
ed in some special work and they would dispose of him immediately. 

Q@ You have recently called their attention to it? 

Our San Benito people---~ 

When did they make this statement to you? 
A day or so ago. 

Was Capt. Hanson in the city then? 

He was then; I haven't seen him since. 
In this city, in Austin? 

Yes, sir. 


He was here and you discussed the matter with him? 
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We discussed it with the Adjutant General. 
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Q@ You think he is not the kind of man who should be in 
charge of enforcing the laws of the State? 

A Not unlers he has improved wonderfully since I have known 
hin. 

@ Do you know how long he has been on the force? 

& I have learned through Captain Hanson who was in the 
office the other day, that he was on the force and stationed in 
Puvall county at the present time. 

Q Is he a dissipated man? 

A He did drink a great deal. 

Q Is he a man who has ever been charged with any felony 
as far as you know? 

A He has never been officially charged, no, sir. 

Q Is he a man that is generally an undesirable character? 

A Had that reputation in our city. 

Q Had the general reputation of being an unreliable and 
not a law abiding man? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q@ How many men have been killed in your city during the last 
Pive years? ---- Whose command is he in now? 

A I think he is in Capt. Hanson's company. I just have 
that by hearsay. I might add further that Capt. Hanson and 
the Adjutant General were surprised to learned of the reputation 
that he bore, or, at least, said they were, and said he was engag- 
ed in some special work and they would dispose of him immediately. 

Q@ You have recently called their attention to it? 

Our San Benito people--- 

When did they make this statement to you? 
A day or so ago. 

Wes Capt. Hanson in the city then? 

He was then; I haven't seen him since. 
In this city, in Austin? 

Yes, sir. 


He was here and you discussed the matter with him? 
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We discussed it with the Adjutant General. 


Q@ Did you discuss it with Capt. Hanson too? 

A He was present. I don't remember that we discussed it 
particularly. 

Q He heard the charges made? Does he have the reputation 
of being a “killer” or just unreliable? 

A Just an unreliable, undesirable character. 

Q@ What did Capt. Hanson say about this man when you told 
him about the character of men he was? 

A He said he was surprised to kmow that. 

Q What did he say about the retention of him in his com- 
mand? 

A He said they would dispose of him just as soon as he 
finished some work that he was then engaged on and had nearly 
completed. 

Q What work, if any, do you know that he was doing? 

A I don't imow. 

Q Just said some special work on which he had been assigned? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Who else do you know on the Ranger force that should not 
be there? 

A None of them. Other criticisms I have heard are entirely 
hearsay to me. I don't know that those things happened. 

Q In the charges you heard this man,--what do you call 
him? 

A Hinojosa. 

Q@ Hinojosa, he is charged with on or about November 16, 
1918, -~George B. Hurst and Daniel Hinojosa discharged their 
pistols on the streets of San Diego,= Do you lkmow this man Hurst? 

4 No, sir. 

Never have seen him? 


I may have seen him but I don't ‘mow him. 


No, sir. 


Q 
A 
Q Have no personal acquaintance with him? 
A 
Q Do not know what character of man he is? 
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town in their shirtsleeves exhibitins their arsonels and belts 


rier 

() 

A 
remember 


Aispleaved pe 


A 


Vineness Jox 


4. i eso - iw 
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eround in our 


Ses? 
In the susnmer time it sets auite ho. end we frequentiy 


shirtsleeves. 


T am speaking now the Rangers? 


I can only sive you the information I have. I don't 


the Rangers parading that country with their ertiller: 


rticularly so that it is very noticeable. 


is not the usual tren? 


NG, 81s 


Jo they carry any other arms ordinerily than just 


I frequently see them gsoins ovt on horseback with their 


rs in a boot under the 


saddle. 


JO vou ever see them carrying their “Jinchesters around 


cheir hands? 


enervencies that we had down 


carried fume around. 


4ds? 
7 ion h 4 ¥ % cs j ot dn 
om ye Be ts mir oY ee VU e 


Yor have :o personal accuaintence with him? 


his general reputation? 


be good, -mow of hinie 


" Do you mow Royal Collins? 

A HO, S1Fs 

@ Do vou know anything of the circumstances of his boing 
charged with kiiling a man at a ranch nosr Rio Grande City? 

A Only by hearsay. jiatters told we by lire. Canales. 

Q@ You lnow nothing of it »crsonally? 

A Wo, sir. 

Q Made no personal investigation? 

A Toe 
G& Do you know Capt. Ve. Le Wright? 

A Yes, by sight. 

Q “whet kind of a man is he? 

& I judge him to be a very fine gentleman. 

Q Do you know Cante We tip Hanson? 

A I imow him by sight. 

G “het kind of a man is he? 

A I have talked with him eae fo00d deal; he seems to be a 
thoroughly reliable citizen. 

& Do you think they are both men who can sateoly be retsuined 
in the service of the State? 

& 1 imagine they could. In fact, I could endorse them, 
% DO you know Ranver Locke? 
A Mo, sir 
G Do you know Saddler? 
A The Saddler boys I knew by cirht. 
& Did you kmow Sittler? 
A Uo, sir, I don't know him. 
& bo you mow Cartain Stephens? 

I 


have met Captain Stephens in Jen Henito end Auetin, 


& 


Wheat do you thinx ought to Le done with the Ranger 


cal s et pe ae 
“oree for tre tett 


c+) 


rrent of the service? 


* 2. Seat? gs oe - < .. oe alae Sust iterentees ee ae ,. 5 < y 
“a i tiing that first their wares cnoouid ve inereaued go 


‘ 
or 


should get not less than 3100.00 a month and their allowance 
when off on duty for feed, etc. hen I believe there should be 
some system of a sliding seale increase, such xs they have in 
the army. ior instance, five them a ten per cent. increase 

for every so-many years of service until certain maximums are 
reached and therby induce a&@ man to remain in the service and 
build it up to the service that can be done, that we can be 
proud of, and be thoroughiy efficient and attract the best peace 
officers that we have. 

Q Do you think that any man who is under conviction for a 
felony, even though his dase is pending on anneal, should be 
retained in the service? 

A I think that should be held in abeyance until that matter 
is decided. 

Q You thinx he ought to be retained or suspended fron 
service? pending the abpeal? 

A If I were in command I think I should suspend hin. 

q Do you think a man who is en wnpardoned conviet should 
be in the service? 

A Wo, sir. 

Q How many men have been killed by Rangers in your county 
in the last five years? 

A I don't kmow. 


Can you approximate it? 


In 


A Wo, sir. There are all sorts of violently conflicting 
rumors dorm there. The enemies of the Ransers accuse them of 
killing anyvhere from one hundred to five thousand, and we imow 
that during our troubles down there that there were a great many 
fights in which both the citizens and the Rengers took parts and 
I am inclined to believe that the citizens and the Rangers killed 
probably some innocent people in the excitement. We were alnost 


in a terror-strieken down ther, and of these innocents, 


I should imagine the citizens killed just as many as any Ranger. 


cm, 


GQ Do you think there has been any wanton or wilful kiliing 
by any member of the Renger force in your country? 

A Wot that I imow of. 

Q Have you any reason to velieve that any of the killings 
of which you have heard have been wantonly and wilfully done by 
the Rensers? 

A ilo, except from general conversation, there hes been a 
sreat deal of criticism of Captain Zansom, now deceased. 

Q Capgain Ransom was the man who was killed at Sweetwater 
some time ago? 

A Yes. I have never been out with Captain Ransom's Com-= 
pany; I don't mow as to that. There was considerable criticism 
of him and a great deal of criticism of some of the things that 
he did. 

Q@ Heve you heard any critieism of any other member? 

A wo, sir. 

4) You have not other man down there who has been recognized 
as being an unnecessary killer? 

A Ho, Sire 

Q Do you think the Ranger forec should be wnder bond? 

A I don't think they should? 

Q Why not? 

A It is my notion that it would limit ticir efficiency. 
It may be that it would not work out that way but my notion is 
that under the conditions that prevail along the Rio Grande 
river that any such system would limit their effiekency and 
limit their work, the kind of work in which they are engaged. 

Q You mean limit their efficiency or limit their ability 
to set me to take the position? 

A It would do both. 

Q@ Don't you think it would put a higher class of men on 
the force? 


A I don't think you would accomplish any pfreater end 


ies 


ofa 


by puttin 2a bond on them than you would by a strict regulation 
of the men employed and paying them proper wages. 

Q@ Have you any suggestion to make as to the change in 
the method of halLing and immediate control of the men on 
the Ranger force? 

Ae I have teen puzzling over it for sometime and have not 
arrived at 2a satisfactory solution myself. However, some 
regulatory system, I believe, should be devised which should 
satisfy the Legislature and some other people who have complained 
in the Northern part of the State. However, I do not think the 
bond system is th= system that would accomplish that. 

Q Well, what would you sugeest as to the change in the 
method of handling them? 

A I do not tmow what regulation the Adjucant General and 
the Governor have laid dorm for the employment or for their 
course or conduct when they are in the field. I believe that 
should be carefully viseed and especiall: I believe that the 
Rangers are a military force. They are designated under our 
present statute, if I rememcer correctly, as having all the 
authority of a peace officer, but the moment you impose upon a 
military force, who must of necessity do things right now, the 
limitations impesed upon a constable or a sheriff, I believe 
their efficiency would ve hampered. It has occured to me that 
scme system along the lines resembling our industrial accident 
insurance or our war risk insurauce might be dévised whereby 
premiums to be paid by the Rangers to the State-- the State under 
writing the risk, if that could be. I have not looked into the 
eonstitutionality of it. Some system like that,- and that would 
also insure a very careful selection of men and in the event a 
Ranger is cued upon, for some violation of the law or interfering 
with the rights of some citizen to the extent that he is entitled 
to mometery danazes that the defense be handled for the--- the 
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suit could be brought against the Ranger and the defense be 


handled through the legal department of the State, of necessary 


to secur ust verdict, and bring the cace un here for trial 


@ 
¢9) 
Cc. 


end the :ttorney General defend any recovery that micht Le had, 
neaid out of the funds accwnalated wnder this tysvem. however, 

i think that that risk will be very largely eliminated by 
setting the right sort of men and paying the right sort of wages. 
Ye do not nave that cenantle with our padlice force in our cities. 

i) You keep referring to reasing their wazgese Do you think 
that wotld be materially improve the personnel of the present 
Renger force by the »ayment of an adecuate salary? 

A Yes, sire 

a You d@o think that we have sose men on the foree that 
Shou.i not be there? 

A T am inelined to believe that there are some men that 
should not be there. Yhere are some mighty good mene I under~ 
stand, some you find, they are not that-- but sone seem to be 
michty Line fellows and conscientious men. as I way, they are 
nos well educated men or anything like thas but they are entitled 
to & better wage than they do re@eive because they do daily risk 
their lives and in & manner I would not care to do for a much 
loerver Sune 


“ 


Q ‘That per cent of the mombers of the kanger force do you 
think ought ts be replaced with more efficient men? 

A I have not the imowledre to say. 

Take those with whom vou have associated andbeen acquatnt- 
ed with. 

A Outside of this one I have menticned and several who have 
sinece-- who nave left the service before tais time, I do not know 
of any others »ersonally. 

Q Tow many resl bad men do you mow who have left the 
Ranger service in the last few months? 

A I don't now of any of then. 

a) uay in the last ycoar? 


A I don't lmow of any of them. 


& 


there has .esn no real bad men dorm in your conntry in 


the Ranger Yoree excent tris one iiexi can? 


A IT don't now of any of then, no. 


¢ he others have been first class men, law abiding 


A ‘hey have bren law abiding men. 
a A credit to the peace ovficcrs? 
A Shey have done verry well, indeed. 


. Any other member of the Comnittee wanu to ask hin? 


BAA LUAPION BY ih. TIDTSES,. of SLL068 COUNTY. 
About what sige is the totm of “sn “enito? 


A San ienito has between four thousand and five tnousa:d 


GQ About what percentage of that nonulation is hexiean and 
whet Anelo-Saxon or american? 

& In the town I should think avout one-hald Mexican and 
One=hal? zsacricans. 


You "mow a gooc many ladies of that town, do you not? 


£5 


Q Wheat is, so far as you have been eble to hear, the gencral 


reputation of this Ranrer foree amonr the hizh-toned tadies of 


pan 2enivo? Are they Imomm as rufVians or are they 
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loozed woon as protectors of the homss of the tom? 

A Sney ere not thrown torether a greet deal, Judge, but 
sveakins Tor my own family and the faniliss with whieh I an 
thrown in contact sociall:, we look weer +t 
or less ov 2 Sod send to our Valley. 

Q -het is the notion of the ladics you have heard discuss 
the matter? 

A Yeo, Sis 


oa bed 


a) wave you mncwn of eny events, incidents cr happenings 
in which tne Jan:er foree attempted to obstruct the adainstration 
of the civil or cri:minel lav and at which thoy were ms variance 
with the -eace officers in inforcing the civil or criminal la:zs 
of your country? 


A Ho, oii, 


OS 


Be Leite Ol BY WR. MermTeLAn, Of GultoGe COUs Tis 
halt seit te oa ee mothe i Cant tithe ie tl 


© You spoke of one nanger, you thowyht he ought to be 
disehar:cd from the servicee I don't roiweaver nis nane. 
A Yes, Sire 
“ “Ne is a man of UVapte Hanson's com any? 
A I believe he iSe 
You discussed his undesirability with the Adjutant Gen- 


eral and Cant. Hanson since you have been in this city? 


and they expressed surprise thau he was still in the 


A Shey exvressed surprise that he had that reputation. 


G Cante Hanson expressed surpri:¢ although he was a member 
of his comany? 

A Yes, Sire 

G What is your opinion about a man who has another in 
charge and probably has hed for a lonz time snd doesn't “nov 
anything about his raputation? Do you taink that is pretty good 
public »oticy? 

A Well, I would not employ any one wivhout first making 
incuiry as to him, as to the place where he had previously lived. 
However, we must conside the fact that there is a nossibilit: 
that this Manger might not fave discl:sed his previous slace of 

esidencee 

* Oth Cante Hanson and this ianzer had been lovated in 
that sectidn of the country for quite a while? 

A I don't imow, JI have only seen Gant. Hanson Gown in the 
Yalley oncee 


® You wnderstood thatthose Rengers wore in the Valley and 


rather sernanently located thers and were members of Cant. Manson's 
compan? 


A lio, Capt. stephens! company has been thers and I think 


Cepte swevlor's men are there at present. eé have had soine of 


Capt. Uricht's men there and vante sound:rs'. 


a 


G ron Cast. Hanson's expression be ves vaaware or the 
revuteation of this man? 
A Yes,sir. 


BxSsLiaTLON BY SENATOR J TLLLWORD: 
kchalseshe he iil wet eft Aan Mee 82 seetalenl he Oh tthe 


Q You snoke of there being sometimes as many as two con- 


vanics in Cameron County and Hidalgo County: ‘What is the range 


» : tn 


A Along the river from the mouth of the river to idalgo 
line mpst be seventy-five or one hundred mil.s; along “idelgo 
Sounty is vrobaplu from sixth to eighty or ninety miles, end 
iy is equally iang,-- Cameron Vovnty, there iv 5% be 
about sisxtr calles from Srownsville to the county lime. 

C Lowill ask this question: clow, if ~ou imow, do violetors 
or would te violaters of the law in thet seétion look on the 
NGngers ana poace Orficers generaliy? Do they have a hich res- 
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yect for the Nangers? 


4 the law violators? 
Ves 
A they are seared to death of the Hanjers. 


a tney are Looked on as men who strictly enforce the law, 


a 
ts 
© 

B 

oS 

A 


oy would be violasors, ss understocd sonerally? 

a if aa “ot a criminal lewyer co I haven't much acquaintance 
wath outlews buy it is my oninion and my auoression that Rangers 
have & very restraining influence wnon the Mexican and white men 


* 


“he o-ecome outlavs but the Ranser hx put the fear of God 


siink their presence there tends, at least, to have 
a sood effect on the isorals of the Corntrv?? 
& ii ™ very sire of it, 


i 


A ‘Yes, sir. Yhet is illustrated, if vou will pernit me, 


~ the fact, during the mobilization we had av one voint in 


Nee 
potest 


M4dalgso county about 20,000 soldiers; in “ar “enito we had 
5,000 and in “Grownsville they had 10,000 Jtave troops and 
regular troons, and time and time again these bendits would 


~ 


lip ween these eamps stationed along the river end different 
outposts ani shoot up these men and .ct away with it, and they 
seemed to regard a soldier as more or loss of a joke although 
there is nov stion there was an enormous moral force, for these 
“9u1d be bad men would run into soldiers at everg change in the 
road, but the only time they ran againss a Renver or ever tackled 
a tenser in when they heave them dead=- to-rizhts and can shoot them 
in the back. ‘when the Rengers cone in the little grape-vine 
telegraph sretem that exists among Mexicans, goes along in the 
underbrush, 3od only :mows hos, the fact cets “mown that the 
Sanrers are here and it has a very salutory effect. 

MEAUITASTON BY 28k, 2LIDWELL: 
G That would be the length from the berinning of the mouth 
o< the io Grand as fas es those two companics ¢0, what woulda 
be the distance or the territory those tow commanics cover? 

A You mean by the meanders of the river? 

Q YeSe 

A Over two hundred miles 


~ 


a Do you imow anything of the ec’ reumstances and facts sur- 
roundin: the train wreck when the engineer wes killed there? 

A Iwas at the train soon afterwards es we could ¢et there 
in an automobile, in fact, the word came vo myself and to the 
Secretary of theChamber of Uommerce who vas sitting ur that 
night and ve had been talking for a considersble time when the 
word CarMmée 

Q I s there any suspicion or anytnins: you suspect thet the 
Ransers haa anything to do with the wreckinz o: that train or 
that the bandints were th: ones? 

A We were practically certaih thet the bandits did it. 


Q About how far dia that wreck occur “rom your home? 


oa 
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A SonesShinge about ten miles from Gen cnito.e 


ae 


1 gt J. 


9) “hoce bandits were surposed to ve bnat 


pete 
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niding in 
community? 

A In that territory or thereatout. 

Q Did the scldiers make an effort to run those bandits 
down or was r e Ranger force attempting to run them down? 


ie. 


A ‘hey both tried. I think the Rangers captured all the 


wen that were tried. 


Q You spoke. about assembling soldiers at Brownsville, about 
ten thousand, I believe there were: he bendits, you sa., some- 
tines made a raid on their outposts. Did the bandits, from what 
vou can gether:: have more fear of the Rencers operating when 
they would 7o on those raids and depredsting tours or would 
they fear the soldiers would capture then? 

A “hey have a greater fear of the Renrers. 


@ Do you mow of any friction between the Rangers and the 


A ‘he econtraryy I think a ver, real admiretion exists 
in the hesrts of the officers of the army gor the Rangers. 

Q Do you imow any officers of the erm at Swownsville? 

A JI :cnov many officers 0: various ranks. 

Q Do vou imow Captain Confer? 

A I have met hi.a sevcral times. 


Q He was one of the men that went ort on the road when they 


meade a raid on tne soldicrs at one time? 
A #£e was on duty there. 
G which line ox service was more effective in running them 


dovm, Gaptain Conger's cavalry or the Renrors? 
A Yne “angers. I can tell you why if you will vermit me. 
a) Yer> well. That is what we went to Imowe 


~ 


A i heve been out on the river after dark, and there is now 
lL 


o..orating a cavalry -atrol up and dowm the river, and, of course, 


we know the coldiers operate under certain orders and for half 


an hour or inore vefore this cavalry patrol down the line, if 


there are c voral men, you can hear its cla ter, clatter and 


the erunch of leather and the rattle of accouterments and it is 
obvious ts any one that here comes the caveiry vabrol, an. if 
I were running cattle or doing somet ing ouk of the way I imow 
I could escave vefore they got ther, and, on the other hand, the 
Ranver is used to that country, used to tgacking, used to ‘'exas 
end the roads, and he mows the Miexicans, aid you are just as 
aot to run slap=-bang on to him wivshout seeing him as not. 

Q Do vou rnow oF any Rensers thet neve been indicted in 
Gameron County for murder of any citizen or Yor any crime? 

A In the city end wesn't suspected? 


Q I say do you imow or the murder of any citizen or any 


v 


if 


mon by €@ Vexns Ranger when in truth and in fact the person mirht 
have been murdered or killed by soie one clse? 


A ov Ddersona ly. 


0 How many hangers are under indictment in Cameron and 
Gidelso vounties at this time? 

A I don't keep much track of the criminel docket but I 
don't hin: there are any under indictment in Cameron County. 


* 


a Are there any in -idelgo? 


Sten 


A I could not say. I have not heard of it. 
iave you ever .nown of a Nanzver be'ng convieted dovm 
snere for anything he did? 
A I don't remomvusr any in Cameron Comty and I have not 


- 


neard of it in Fidalzo 


Re win eu D3 hay I have vermissicn to ask some guestions? 


ae Soh tha cay 


SH Unalitiaal: What is the distosition of the Committee with 
reference to the examination? Shell it Ve conducted by the Coin- 
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mittee or shall isnre Canales be dermitted--- 


Sala? TLTEZIVORD: I think he showld nave the right to 
esk quessions, whether they should be asked throvgh the Con-~ 
nittee or by nimself? 


WES GILALRHAN: Vhat is all I am aeskinrs the Vonmnittee to 


SHTLAJOR FWIBEISORD: I move lire Canales ve vermitted to 


lee LIDYEERE: Eeserving the right of the committee to strike 
out such parts of questions as they may thing »yrover,. 
Spo, JHA MAl; Vith that limitation, £0 anead, Mr. Canales. 
BAAD AVLCH COZDUCTED BY ER. Cévabhiss 
) That Ranger dowm there, Hinojose, is it not a fact that 
he was <onstable in San Benito during 1915 when the beginning of 
the bandit trouble started? 
A I am not sure Whether he was then constable or night 
vat chman 
Q@ «and “rank Carr was the City Marshall, wasn't he? 
A Yes, cir. 


af. 


GQ 2O 70u now whether he had anzvthinge to do with the first 
i-mching there done by some officers and some mob near San Benito 
--north of Sen Senito, on the way to srowusville? 

A I do not imow that of mr personel im:iowledgee There wers 


verious counrlicting rwaors with vsference to it. 


.28n't that ti. general runor, that wes open and notorious 


A yvcs, the hanging wase 

DO you imow whether he hav something to do wit) it? 
Carr? 

And if you do, state whet his connection was? 


You mean Daniel? 


Janiel? 


- O88 FF  & 


whe clircuusatneces were extremely sus-icious; there was 


69 


suspicious fiexican character arrested at San Zenito and the city 


iarshel end Danicl Hinojosa started to teke this man to Browns- 


viile in en eusomobile after dark and the man was afterwards found 
hanging to a tree with his body riddled with bullets, and they told 
the story that they were held wn on the road bz’ some armed mon 
ana told to set out of the car and they got out and stood by the 
side of the road, covered by guns, and these me took the iexican 
away and the men that held them up told them to "beat it to hell 
out of here." 

Q This man, do you 7now ris name or do you remenber it if 
I sention his newe? 
A The liexican? 
a Yese Zodolfo itunoz? 
A i teinx that was his name. 
Q is it not a fact that was the besinning of the bandit 

ein 1915, that was the Lirst incident? 


1 
A i thin> that was the spark that fired the ¢lame anong 


-@a Lact that this nan ws: arrested in San Benito 
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and kept there all the day and the officers never attempted to 
taze him to vrovmsville until after derk? 

A That is truee 

Q They could have taken him on the afternoon train or they 
could have taken him on the noon train but they choose to take him 
artar dark, esbout midnight? 
A they di_that; they gave as excuse the fact they were 
d the civigzens vould take him out of jail and hang hin. 
4, Ten't it a fact this same Daniel Minojosa was indicted 


tosethner with rank Carr for running a gambling house and partici-~ 


peating in. ga@apling enserprises in San Venito? 


A Ido not know how the indictment read, but my recolleetion 


1 Hinojosa and Brank Uarr were indicted Zor 
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jevying tribute upon the wiexiean noucce ox Lli Yanme. 

@ Yothings was done with that case, was there? 

A not tnat I ‘mow of. 

Q “hey were indicted but not tried? 

A I do not believe they heve ever beon tried. 

Q Is it not a fact that the conduct of this Daniel Minojosa 
is notorisus not onlu in San Sénito but practically all in 
Cameron County? 


* 


A ft only imow his reputation creowid San Benito, Joe. 


(At this point « recess was taken from 11:20 until 
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11:55, excusing senator Pare and Senator Villiford durin: that 
coriod of time.) 
(Examination of Wa. G. 2. Morrison resmaed by Wir. Canalese) 


(At request of Hr. Canales the Inst oreéedins questions 


Smee 


. 


und the answer thereto were read by the stconocravher. ; 

@ Do you mow whether Capte Ve ii. Hanson is well acquainted 
with all that border from crownsville ana Leredo, having sorved 
for many years as U. S. warehal and desuty U. S. Mershal? 

A I welisve he is familiar vith the country. 


Q “ith regard to the condit ons that you nentioned there, 


“or the necessit: of th 


“ 
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Ranecers; you menvion one of them as 
eutoree tne laws there. Is not the chief sna main reason for them 
that? 

a 06, I don't think so. 

G Low Mr. liorrison, is it not a fact that for the enforce= 
went of vhe srusgling lavs that the Unite ‘tates Goverment keeps 
and maintains a very able and vury niwacrous foree of revenve 
o’ficers eli along that border, and backs them with the soldiers? 

Ae “hey have their River Guards and Revenue Officers, yos, sir. 

Q Is it not a fact that in 1915, durins this trouble, there 
was a post along from twenty soldiers to four companies stationed 


ong the river fyom srownsville to Sidalzo, um to Rio Grande City? 
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Yos,sir. 


iP 


Tg it not a fact,also, that this United States Goverment 

nes @ mounted force of inspectors who are very comsetent men, 

riding on horseback end are well acquainted with the trails there? 
A Sher have many men who ere well acquainted. I don't 


= 


“now all of theme that is too braad. 
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s it not a fact also that hose officers, the movnted 
inspectors and also the immigration inspectors ride all along 
the border conetantly, lootins for Wiolators or our imnicration 
laws, eas well es the revenue laws? 

A Jnav is their duty, yes,sir. 

Q Low, you mention that the only bendits,- persons that 
vere guilty of wrecking that train were arrosted by Rangers; 
is it not a ‘act that the onl: bandits ‘ho were arrested and 
convisted sor that outrageous affair were two killed by Lieut. 
senata at san Pedro ranch two days after tnis affair and that 
the others were arrested by the denuty sheriffs of the county 
and two of tnem were hung for that orfense, 

A Ho, i am not certain as to thet. iiy notion was that 
there had bec. many arrests in connection with that and a creat 
many oF the supposed perpetrators excape¢ entirely and that the 
Rangers arrested sone of them and that some of them were anvre-= 
nended through che sheriff's office in conjumnetion with the 
angers e 

G Don't you snow that all those anprehended by the Rangers 
n the scene were found dead next day about “our iniles fron 
Brownsville? 

A ilo, I don't imow that. 

Q@ Don't you know there were four bodies found dead about 
four miles north of Brownsville that were arrest 


ested by the Ren= 


fers on the very scene of action the followings dar and their 


wee ne” 


sufficient funds to have them buried? 

A I imoyw there were some bodies found around Brownoville 
at differe..t times but I don't lmow es to thet fact. 

G She only persons who were svt to trial as being implie- 
cated in thet outrageous affair were these arresvcd by the 
denuty sheriffs and by ths soldiers, weren't they? 

A I don't remember who they were and just what those 
circusstances wers, iir.Canales. 

@ Now, don't you »selieve that id we have good, efficient 
peace officers, ths sheriff with a corps of devuty sheriffs, 
and given surficient pover to employ as many deputy sherdffs, as 


necessary, thas they can enforce the laws thore in conjunction 


at 


wish the aid siven from the Federal revenue ovficers and imeaigration 


officers wivhout the necessity of hnavins eny other dorce? 
A id, D2. 
G sezrceent for extraordinary cases? 
A oO, Sire ‘he vest answer is, that they have not done it. 
J an asking you, that if the sheriff and his department 
“ould ve sueh a man es would enforce the laws and have deouty 
sheriffs trat would de so ih conjunction with and with the co- 


o-eraticn of the imsigration officers and the revenue officers 


of the soverment of the United States, they vill enforce the laws 
without the necessity of further aid, execent in extraordi:.ary 


R868, such .e oceured in T9115. 
4 Lowill tell you now I will ansrrer t 
G Ansver "yes" or "no" and then ex “lain, 


Answor in the arfirmative or the negn-:ive and then sive 


e 


A the cuestion ca not be answered "yes" or "no", 
Q 


your exrlaneation. 
A It can be best answered in this way: If you will rive 
us the Ransers who are disinterested and an averere and honest 


set of men, assist us to clean up these thieves and outlaws that 


snfest the country, and clean ue these saliticsl 
with us, 2 fer sears from now we can say ts the Legislature 

and the State of Texcs, “Gentlomen, we don't need your Rangers 
or a larve sheriff's force." 

c “nat is exactly what my question was intended for,-s- 
that is was “rom extraordinary conditions and on account of 
political factions,- if they were removed and >roper officers 
were selecicd with sufficient nower to emmhoy proper de -uties 
to the enforce the laws, except in such extraordinary conditions 
“§ in 1915, the laws covid be enforced thore without the nec- 

ssity or Hangers? 

a If some system could be divised whereby countics without 
taxing themselves unnecessarily could ciapolo. a sufficient force 
to operate chrough that entire country, yes. 

@ Dpo you imow in 1914, 1615, during that bandit trouble 
of the orgeni:ation of the siexican Se@outs who overated with and 
to the military force who were organized there’ 

A Yes, sir. 


G@ and paid for by the county? 


Do you xnow who organized thet? 

A + believe you were largely instrusental in the organize 
ations: 

@ Do you lmow that after that orgenization took place, 
whieh was in the rirst vart of November, <here was no further 
raid made tn 1515,- there was no further raicg made in Cameron 
County? 

A :iy renemorance is that the raids, cs Lar as the diferent 
¢oums were concerned, ceased somethefe in October, althovrch there 
were seversl attacks woon the coldiers «nd ortoosts; whether the 
orvanization brought it about or not I cannot sarye 

Q “he raid upon the train was mede avovt October 19th or 


> 
r 


20th, wasu't it, somewhere about that, 191 


5B‘ 
A [t wes made sometime just bevore I married, I remeu-er, 


and I went from that excitement to get married, so that was 
around October 23ord. 

Q That is what I said, That is all. 

MR. "IDU2LL: Q You sated wrihe aro something a Mexican 
suspect had been arrested and was afterwards carried by this 
Mexican and some other person, the city marshal, I believe , 
start-d to Brownsville: Was that City mershal ever arrested 
for participation in that lynching of that Mexican, if he was 
lynched? 

A He was nst arrested on that matter. 

Q whet became of him? 

A He left San Benito and the lest I heard of him he was 
Somewhere sround Bay City. 

Q What became of this Mexican? Was he a mamber of the 
lianger force? 

A Ho, sire 

Q At that time neither of them were Rangers? 

& WNo,sir. 

QHATHMAN BLEDSOd: Q You spoke of being an atborney: Do 
you appear as representative of any interest or merely as an 
individual citizen? 


A Simply as an individual of Cameron County, at our own 


Q Not representing any interest at all? 

A No, sir. 

Q Having no intzrest in this matter except that of a good 
lew abiding citizen? 

A het is all. 

MReCANALSS: Q With regard to your statement that by 
fiving a men better pay that you believe that that way will bring 
better men: Do you believe if you pay a thug 3150 a month thet 
he will cease to be @ thug and be a respectable man? 

& No; but if we have--- 


Q Wait a minute--. 


u 


ij 


& But if we have an Adjutent General's Department or 
@ Tovernore----- 

CHANIMAN 3L4D50.4: One man tal& at a time. 

A If we have an adjutant Gener 1's Department or a Govoernpr 
that will hire thugs at that price the change ought to be made 
not in tre Kanger force but at the Caritol. 

2 Do you believe paying a man of the character of Daniel 
Einojosa 3100 or $150 a month, that it would change his character? 

A That has never been mny argument. I would not hire him 
at all. 

ae You believe there ought to be some regulation so as to 
eliminate the employment of such men and then attract good men 
by higher psy, that is it, is it? 

& het is it. I will say this for Daniel Hinojosa, that 
prior to the time tra he took to drinking and running around 
with thet gang of supposed peace officers, Daniel was a mighty 
good oficer and a very efficient one. 

SHNATOR WILLIFORD: Answer this question direct, if you can; 
Would the lives and ;roperty of the citizens of Fexas be safe 
on the border without the Rangors or some other officers in their 
places? 

A No, sir. 

CHATRUAN SLEDSOa: Q Did Einhosa develop those traits after 
he became a member of the Ranger force? 

A No, it was prior to that time. 

Q I say he developed those traits prbor to becoming & member 
of the State Rangers? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q At the time he was employed in the “tate Rangers he was 
that kind of character? 

A Yes, sir. 


Q Who employed him, do you Inow? 


A Wo, sir. 

CHAIRMAN BLaDS0#: If there is no gjection the Committee 
will--- 

MR. CASSOR KLu3 kG; Before you adjourn I would like to add 
the name of Judge Moses to that list. 

CEATAMLN BLADSO8: Very well. ‘se will add the name of 
Judge Loses. 

CHAIAUAN BLaD202: Gentlemen, the Committoe will now adjourn 
until two o'clock, and we will ask the witnesses who desire to 
be here to be here promptly. ie are going to try to expedite 
matt 2rse 

(Whereupon the joint committee recessed until two o'clock 


Lb. lie, Friday, January 31, 1919) 


KS 0 ARR a Re RS ROR OR RK hoe KR 


APTIRNOON SASBION, CONViaNisD AT 
TWO O'CLOCK. 


CHATRIL:N BLaADNO.2: Who shall we have next? 
MRe MORRISON: Mr Klerberg said he wanted lfr, Crawford to 


&O ONe 


ks Ge CRASS ORD, 


neving first been duly sworn, testified es follows, to-wit: 


AXAMINABSION by CHATREAN BUuDoOu, 


Q state your name. 
A «4. G. Crawford. 
Q What is your age? 


Forty-five. 


Where do you live? 

Merced ee 

what County. 

Hidalec. 

Eow long have you lived in thet county? 
six yearse 


What business are you in, or occupation? 


r £ Ff ©& F&F G&G PF BH 


I have been in tne garage business. 
Q Are you acquatinted with the Kenzer force who have been 


in thet and adjoining counties during ths time you have lived 


A Quite a number of them, yes, sire 

Q How many of them do you know personally? 

4A Oh, I would sey ten or fifteen. 

Eave you known any of them at all intimately? 
Quite @ number of them, yes, sir. 


I didn't catch the Comty you said you lived in? 


r- © F © 


Hidalzo. 

Q whet character of menconstituted the Ranger force during 
the time you have know them? 

& A large percentage of the Rangers have been, I would 
class as good ment there has been some that we call "rough necks" 
but not a great number of them. 

Q Do the local conditions down there make it necessary 
that a substantial number of Rangers shonld b2 maintained in 
sour sedtion? 

A I think so, yes, sir. 

Q Without detailing all of the circumstances making it 
necessary, are conditions similar to those you heard described as 
existing in Cameron this morning? 

A Yes, just about. 
Q Are there any other conditions than those that have 


been set out or deteiled by Mr. Morrision in you county? 


‘ 
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& I don't think so. lIroceeding across tie river and such 
things as thatm as Mr. Morriso st out. 

Q Do you, or not, have a large pereentsze of outlaws who 
infest and orersete in that section of the State? 


A Quite a number of them that are on the other side of the 


river now. 


Q But they do operate across the rivef? 

A Yes, they do; it is not as hed now as it has been, of 
course, before the canrers came there and before the recent 
trouble. 

Q Are your county officials able to take care of the 
situation there independent of the Ranger force? 

& No, sir. 

Q To what do you attribute their inability to care for 
it? Is it their inefficiency or just their disregard of their 
official duties? 

& There is not enough of them. We have @ good sheriff 
in our county, & good office, gnd lots of his deputies are good 
men but there is not enough of them. 

Q The local force is insufficient to care for tre situation? 
Yes, sir. 

Vaking it necessary to meintain a number of Rangers? 


Yes, sir. 


oO Fr £©& } 


How meny the Kanrers conducted themselves in that country? 
A I would say as gentlemen; my experience with them has 
peen that they conducted themselves very gentlemnly. 
Q During thet time had you had any drunkenesss amon them? 
A we had one that left yyercedeg and came hOme on 45 visit 
and came back intoxicated. This was during the time Captain 
Rensom was there and he was a mamber of Capt. HKansom'’s company. 
He arrived on the noon train and left for home on the afternoon 


train. He ws discharzedimmediately. 


Q who wes he? 


b I don't remember; he wasn't around there very long. 


Q Fave you seen any other drunkenness? 

A No, sir. 

4] Have you seen any disorderly conduct on the part of any 
other ranger. 

a No, sir. 

Q Vave you ever known of sny of them beatins up anybody? 


A No, sir, personally I have not. 

2 Hsve you ever known of them cursing or ebesing the citizens? 
a No, sir. 

Q Have you ever znown of any of them killing anybody? 

A&A Not »ersonally. 

2 As a matter of general information, in your county? 

4A Just sumorse People, some of the Mexican handits whom 

they captured, said that the Kanrers captured them and then 

the bodies were found our on some df the roads. 

Q "ell us the names of any Ranger suspicioned of doing anything 
of that kind? 

A Captain Ransom's dompany was suspicioned at that time. 

Q tate tre names of some of them. 

A Captain Ransom, Sergeant Reno, and a man named “tillwell; 
that is about all the names I can call now. It was during 1915. 
Q How msny men are there they are supposed to have arre:téd 

and then tezen out and murdered that way? 

A I would say that all that I know of close around was three. 
That is ,it wes rumored that they had captured und killed. 

Q They were prisoners end then taken out and killed? 

A Yes, they were prisoners at the time that the Hiilitary 

and Sheriff's possee and also the Rangers-- but it was said that 


the Rangers did it but that was just @ rumor. 
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Ren*ome, of course, is dend? 
Yes, sir. 
Where is 5tillwell? 
I con't know. 
(Some one in the audimnce stated that Stillwell was dead) 
where was he killed? 
He was killed down in that country. 


You say that Stillwell is desd? 


Witness: A I don't mow. I have heen with the army for 


eizhteen months and away from that part of the country until 


about a month ago and have lost track. 


Mercedes; 


Q 


Do you know what the conduct cf the Tanrers has “een 


the time, last year or eighteen moiths? 


Tt has been good. Fart of December and January 1 was in 


that was a year aso, and at that time Ceavtain Stephens 


was located there. 


2 


Eave you ever heard any men who are now connected with the 


fore? accused of killing anybody? 


A 


& 


liot in our part of the country, no, sir, I don't know of a 


Did vou know of anyone down there nov who ifs said to have 


any of their pritoners? 


No, ir. 


Do vou know of any misconduct whatever thet the charged 


Rancters down there? 


You can sown there now? 
Yes. 
Ilo, Site 


And you don't recall now any nan vho is alive thet hus 


accused of killing their prisoners? 


bs 


No, sir I don't. 


HM, 


when 


from 


trey 


their conduct such ss vould intimidate the 


& rough war, 
Mexicans whom they had rsason 


never 


5 


save 


Jo they look on them as 


SELUIN D BY USNATCR WILLIFORD: 


Low @0 law abiding Look on the Bangers? 


outlaws and bad peovle or as detectives? 


b is detectives, emphatically, sir. 
Q Reve confidence in them? 

& Yes, sir. 

QASMTEU CD OY ER. TIDweabb: 


@  «aheat is your name? 
Craw*orn « 


a ir. Crawford, did the nengers patronize your frarage 


you were in the garage business? 

& Yes, they hed their headquarters risht across the street 
my place. 

2% Did you ever take them out in cars from time to time? 

A I have. 

] What was their conduct when you took ther out? Were 
quiet and peaceable officers or loud, boisterous, or was 


people? 


8 


4 I have never seen them intimidate anybody. Of course, ix 


I have seen them usk questions and question those 


to believe were baneits but T 


Saw & nanrer strike one of trose fellow although people 


said they noVe. 
they question those veotle after the same menner 


would question then when thay met them? 


] Or were they overbearing and intolerant? 
A They were not. 
i would the faci that they petronized you and rsur gstrare 


& Hot a Dit. 
¢ Do you lmow any of the ladies of your tovn? 


A tlraectically all of then. 

2 Fow do the ladies regard the Naneers there, as a set 
of outlews or as protectors of theirhones? 

b They do not regard them as outlaws st all. They do 
regerd trem es ppotectors of their hores? 

Q Thet is alli. 

A I want to sey, if I might, that thsre is a grest mony 
ladies who drive their own cars around town who drove in and 
out of this esragze et the time these Rrnvers were stationed 
there and I never seen anybody thet treated any lady with any 
more respect than those men did, and the men who had the reput- 
ation of <tillwell and sansom sre included in that; they wepe 
just as respectful as could be. 

anahiliiadD BY SENATOR “BAGS. 

Q Would you regard lansom as a desireble citizen, a man 
whe ought to be on the Ranger force? a peace officer? 

A At thet time he wes 2 man for the job? 

That was after he committed thet “urder in Eouston? 
I never heard about that. 


You never heard about that? 


Q 

b 

Q 

A I have heerd about it. 

Q all right; you imow he was e rurderer? 

A YT have heard that. 

2 You think a murdcrer was the fellow for the job is 
that the idea? 

How is that? 


a 
Q You think that is the phece for a murderer? 


& I would not class it es a murder. 


&> 


You sey you think he was the very man for the job? 


A Fe wes in that respect. 


SXANEN 2D BY MR. UMeohILLin. 

Q You seid you have been in tne army for about eightenn 
months up to about a month afro? 

A Yes. 

Q what hes been the situetion for the cast eighteen 
months you could not know that for you were away from home’ 

A I wes at home part of last Decesber, a year ago, and 
ganuary, end Sebrusry, in fact, up to sbont the first of April. 

Q You heve been away from homw, though, e good part of 
the time? 

& No, I left Mercedes at the beginning of the war, about 
eighteen months, end then I was back about December, Januéry, 
February and March. 

Q But the greeter pert of eighteen months you haye been 
awa: from home? 

& Yes, the biggest part of it. 

Q Then you could not know whether the service of these 
Keng rs have been satisfactory to the people or not® 


& Iwas in touch with them during four months I was back 


Q But for fourteen months you were away from homy and 
could not possibly know what their services wer2, could you? 

& Not during the time I was away only from general reput- 
ation. 

CEATRMAN BLA2DSO#: Q You say Eemry Ransom was the right 
man in the right place? 

A At that time, yes, Sir, because it wes very strenous 
times on the border at that itme and it took a man of his dis-~ 
position to get along. 

Q It took a man who did not mind going out and killing a 
fellow if it was necessary? 

a Yes, I believe that would We-- 


to: 2 That is your idea of it? 


A &t that time it wes pretty neer that way. You had to 

go out on those roads and you hed to be a fenrless man to go 
out on the roeds; I don't mean necessarily to kill so mean, but 
he wes absolutely fearless. 

Q “net was the principal thing they wero doing those 
days, wasn't it? 

A If you ran on to those fellows you had to k#11 them or 
they would kill you. 

Q How many men do yéu know of that were serving in that 
country in those days thet had the reputation of being that kind? 

A Wej], I don't know anything abont them until they came 
down there. 

Q I an asking you sbout those you know. How many of them 
did you kno that hed the reputation of bénneg absolutely fearless, 
that would kill and kill quick. 

A I would say Captain Kansom end Stillwell are all I 
can cell right now. 

Q Let's try to fix part of this responsibility on somebody 
that is slive? 

A well, I didn't know Ceptain Rensom very lomgm or lone at 
the time. 

Q Do you think it is fair to pass it ur to the two men thet 
are dead? 

A They were good officers. That is what I am trying to leave 
th impression, end Captain Ransom was in command and Sergeant 
keno, I think he is alive, he wags a good men down there at that 
time,and was with Captain Ransom at the time. 

Q You cannot tell us the name of any other man that was 
in that crowd? 


4A No, sir. 


i. 
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eEXAMINED BY SENATOR WILLIFORD: 


Q Isn't it a fact that Captain Kansom run with the State 
guards and drilled with them and worked With them? 

A Yes, in military affairs. 

Q And helped them in every way possible? 

A SEverything he could. The first time the posse came through 
there, composed of Sheriff Baker and the possee and Rangers and 
Captain McCaq of the Twelfth Cavalry who is now Brigadier General 
in France and has just received the distinguished service cross, 


they worked together structly during all that trouble. 


CHATRMAN BLEDSOE: Q. Do you know of any change to be made in 
the personnel of the State Ranger force that would be of benefit 
to the service? 

A ¥he men we have now, during the last few weeks I have 
been there,are nice gentlemenly men. 

Q Do you know any men on the Ranger force to-day that 
ought to be taken off? 

A No, sir, I do not. 

Q How many men are on the force that you know personally? 
We have one hundred and ten men on the force to-day. 

A Iwill say I have seen only a matter of four or five 
around Mercedes recently. 

Q They are the only ones you know that are on the force now? 

A Yes, sir. 

@ You know of nothing that could be done to improve or 
make their service better? 

No, not those men that are there now. 


What county is Mercedes in? 
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That is in Hidalgo. 
Q You say you have never known of any of the Rangers being 
charged with murder down there? 


A No, sir, I have not. 


Q Do you rememver the circumstance, I am not sure of the 
name but I think a Mexican by the name of Garcia, take out 
of jail and was in charz: of Rangers and was found dead by 


the side of the read in thirty days aftsarvards, shot all to 


MR. CANALS: That was in Cameron County. 

CHATHMAN BLaDSOd: No: that wss another circumstance. 

& what time? 

Q I think some fifteen or sixteen months ago? 

& No, I don' t remember. 

SAUATOR WILLIFORD: Q Have you any further interest or 
motive in this matter except for the benefit of the people 
and lives and things of that kind? 

A Thet is all. I feel like if they taken the protectinn 
of the xanzers we have there now ewsy a lot of us might as well 
leave. In fact, when I was in business if they had not sent 
the Rane:re and soldiers there I would have had to walk out 
for I wes loosing business and I was afraid al] the time. 

WR. TIDYsLL: Would you be afraid to continrge your residence 
there if they should abolish the Rangers. 

A I think it would be danreroug. f think it would start 
all over egaine 

Q Indicate to the committee the way in which you think 
it would ve dang:rous if the Ranvers should be withdrawn? 

A The bandits end outlaws across the river now will come 
on this side more. Of coursg if you stay around town I don't 
believe there would be any danger byt if you dwove on the roads 
I nelieve it would te very dangerous. 

Q &re there not revenue officers? 

A I should say cne about every twenty miles, 

Q are there not insrectors? 
A 


There are, what we call rivsr guards. 


7. 


Q The federal agents, inspectors and revenue men, do they 
take comnizanece of the violstion of “State laws or only cognizence 
or notice of the violation of federél statutes? If they catch 
@ man stealing a cow do the officers, federsl agents, arrest this 
man or wait until he violetes s federal law. 

A I think if they intercept him takint them across the 
river they arre:t him. 

Q Your personal knowledge--- 

A { haven’t, but if I understand if they catch them taking 
these cows and things across the river a federal officer will 
arrest them. 

CBEAST Vall 3L-DS0 = Q Lo you know anything about the 
circumstances of seven Mesicans being strung up at abenezor 
Station. 

& WNo,-- that is severteen or cighteen miles west of us. 

Qa Is it in your county? 

A 


Yes, sir. 


@ You don't remember anything about it? 
A No; [I heard something of it when it hapnpnensd but I 


was pretty busy---- 

4) Was it a matter of so unusual an occurence, or so 
unusual in its nature that the hanging of sevon Mexicans in one 
bunch would not attrsect public attention in your county? 

bs I heard of that but we hed about all we could attennd 
to in our part of the country. 

Q Seventeen or eighteen miles from thare? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q bid you hear of any of the Ranrers veing aceused of 
do‘ng thet? 

A No, sir, in fact I understood it, at the time, that 


it war said that it was a pert of the Sheriff's possee, although 


thet wes heresay. 
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"IDWeLL:; Q Who is Sheriff of your county? 
&. Y. Baker. 

Is he a sober man? 

Yes; a good officer. 

Is he a good sheriff? 

Yes; good officer. 

Is he @ man of means? 

I don't know as to that. I thinke-- 

Ic he a man tkat tries to enforce the lew? 
Yes, sir. 


Hes he ever been accused of any crime that you know of? 


Bee I ae ge ee ee 


Wo, sir; and he hes co-obrersted with the Ranrer force 
the best o hi8 ability, I believe. 

Mir. LichILLIN: Q Has your sheriff ever been on the Hanger 
force, or do you know? 

& Not thet I know of, personally, but I understood in the 
carly days he wes a member of the Haneer force. 

2 You don't know how long ago? 

& Ho, sir. 

AAAMINATION BY MR. CASNALSS; 

2 You sey you live in Mercedes? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q You rememver the incident of the young man that came to 
Mercedes during the bandit trouble we had in 1915, on the branch 
train, a-rived there about noon and was arrested by Ranrers? 

Ee had his hand in a sling and was arrested by Rangers and was 
found dead a few minutes aftorwards? 

A I don't remember it. I newer heard of a case Bf that 
kind. 

Q You know ke was being treeted by & doctor over there in 
Mercede@? Do you rememver the name of those doctors? 


A we had €¥o Joctors then I believe. Doctor Buck and I 


think Doctor Schoolmaker. Doctor Schoolmaker is dead now. 

Q I think it wes Doctor Buck was treating this very man 
and the incident was so notorious that the doctor himself stated 
at the tine that they had killed the wrong man because he was 
not wounded but he had & tumor in the hand and he was tresting 
him, it wes shortly after the raid at the Mercedes pumpinr plant 
by some liexicans across the river? 

& ie never had a raid at the Mercedes plant. The Mercedes 
plent never has veen fired on from scross the river. 

Q It was something near? 

& We had one raid two miles west of town and there was 
On man that was shot that had a wound in his hand afterwards, I 
understood, was killed but I don't know whether it was Rangers 
or not. 

Q This wounded man you know, it was s day or two after 
that incident that this man arrived at Merced:s on the noon train 
with his hend in a sling to see the doctor snd Ss arrested and 
immedigetely taken out and shot think ing he was one of thes 
persons wounded in thet? 

A No, I never heard of eny such ease as thet. 

Q CHAIRMAN BLgDSOL; Anything further that you zentlemen 
desire of Mr. Crawford? 

Me TIDWalbL: No, sir. 

CEATHMAN BL2DSO3: Have you any further statement you 
desire to make? 
MR. CRAWFORD: Ho, sir, 


CHAIRMAN BLADSO#: A411 right. You are excused. 
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Be Pe gd OE FO 
cirst having been duly wworn ; testified as follows: 
axemined by Chairmen Bledsoe: 
You were sworn tkis morning? 
Yes, sir. 


Q 

A 

Q Give us your neme, age and residence. 

A B. *. Johnson, 42 years o1d4; Harlingen, Texas. 
Q 


dvhet county is that in? 


b> 


Cameron County. 
Q Eow long have you lived in Cameron County? 
A about forrteen years. 


Q whet is your business or occupation? 

A Up to the 26th day of lest sonth I was in the banking 
business having been in that business beteeen sevin and eight 
yeers eat Earlingen,. 

Q Are you pretty generally acquainted in Cameron County 
and adjoining counties? 

& I em acquainted with Cameron and some with Hidalgo. 

2 are you acquainted with the officials of your county? 

A Yes, Sire 

Q Have you been acanainted with the Ranger force during 
the time you have been there? 

A Not intimately with them personally but I have come in 
eontact with them in different ways since I have been down 
there enough to observe them. 

Q aspecially in the last eighteen months or two years, 
how many officers have your known personally? 

A I hsve know Mr. Andrews, now cartain. Recently I have 

met Captin V/right, Captain Saunders, Cajitin Stephense- I met 
quite a bunch of them at the Moreland hotel a while ago but I 
am not familiar with their names. I met the one thet was killed 


at Brownsville; EX knew hin. 


me 


oe ae EP Sd 


eirst having been duly wworn ; testified as follows: 


axemined by Chairman Bledsoe: 


Q You were sworn tris morning? 

A Yes, sire 

Q Give us your neme, age and residence. 

& 8B. !. Johnson, 42 years old; Harlingen, Texas. 
Q dhet county is that in? 

A Cameron County. 

Q how long have you lived in Cameron County? 

A About fourteen years. 

Q whet is your business or occupation? 


A Up to the 26th day of lest month I was in the banking 
business having been in that business betecen sevon and eight 
years et. Earlingen,. 

Q Are you pretty generally acquainted in Cameron County 
and adjoining counties? 

& I am acquainted with Cameron and some with Hidalgo. 

Q Are you acquéinted with the officials of your county? 

A Yes, sire 

Q Have you been acquainted with the Ranger force during 
the time you have been there? 

A Not intimately with them personally but I have come in 
contact with them in different ways since I have been down 
there enovgh to observe them. 

Q aspecially in the last eighteen months—or two years, 
how many officers have you, known personally? 

A I hsve know hir. Andrews, now captain. Recently I have 

met Captin /right, Captain Saunders, Caejtin Stephense- I met 
quite a bunch of them at the Morelend hotel a while ago but I 
am not fanilier with their names. I met the one thet was killed 


at Brownsville; #£ knew him. 


Att we, 


rd 
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Q 


what was his name? 

I think Craighead. 

How long since he was killed? 

"hree of four months--probably longer. 


What has been the conduct of the Rangers in your 


country during the time you have know them? 


b 
Q 
A 
Q 


I heve never observed anything but good conduct. 
Have you seen any of them in a state of intoxication? 


Heve you ever known of them, eny of tham having personal, 


difficulties and beating up men with their guns? 


4 


Q 
A 
Q 


Q 
A 


No, sire 

Did you ever know of any of them killing anybody? 
No, sire 

Have you ever heard it said--- 

I heve known of them killing people, yes, sir. 

How many men have you known of the Kangers killing. 


well, one particular case I know of, Captain Andrews 


killed a men down at Face Real; he was looking for hi,; he 


found him in the bed; he shot at him first and he killed him 


aftervards, was supposed to have been a bandit. 


Q 
b 
Q 
A 


Was he charged with the commission of any crime in Texas 
She man that was killed? 
Yes. 


Not that I know of. There was s report sent to 


Earlingen there was some bandits at Face heal and they sent a 


man out to gst them; they got one or two and had to kill this 


man in self defense. 


Q 
A 


Do you Rnow of any one else that they killed? 


I don't know of anybody they killed personally, only 


rumors scattered over the country down there. 


Q 


Did you know or hes it been currently said that they 
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whet was his name? 

I think Craighead. 

How long since he was killed? 

Three of four months--probably longer. 


What has been the conduct of the Kangers in your 


country during the time you have know them? 


bh 
Q 
A 


Q 


I heve never observed anything but good conduct. 
Have you seen sny of them in a state of intoxicetion? 
No, sir. 


Have you ever known of them, eny of tham having personay 


difficulties and beating up men with their guns? 


A 


No, sire 

Did you ever know of any of them killing anybody? 
No, Sire 

Have you ever heard it said--- 

I heve known of them killing people, yes, sir. 

How many men have you known of the Hangers killing. 


Well, one particular case I know of, Captain Andrews 


killed a man down at Pac8 Real; he was looking for hi,; he 


found him in the bed; he shot at him first and he killed him 


aftervards, was supposed to have been a bandit. 


Q 
A 


Q 
A 


Was he charged with the commission of any crime in Texas 
[re man that was killed? 
Yes. 


Hot that I know of. There was 4 report sent to 


Earlingen there was some bandits at Pace Real and they sent a 


man out to get them; they got one or two and had to kill this 


man in self defense. 


Q Do you Bnow of any one else that they killed? 


A 


I don't know of anybody they killed personally, only 


rumors scattsred over the country down there. 


Q 


Did you know or hes it been currently said that they 
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Q 


Whet was his name? 

I think Craighead. 

How long since he was killed? 

Three of four months--probably longer. 


What has been tke conduct of the Hangers in your 


country during the time you have know them? 


Q 


I heve never observed anything but good conduct. 
Have you seen any of them in a state of intoxication? 
Ho, sir. 


Have you ever known of them, eny of tham having persona) 


difficulties and beating up men with their guns? 
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A 


No, sire 

Did you evsr know of any of them killing anybody? 
No, sir. 

Have you ever heard it said--- 

I heve known of them killing people, yes, sir. 

How many men have you known of the Rangers killing. 


Well, one particular case I know of, Captain Andrews 


killed a man down at Pacs Real; he was looking for hi,; he 


found him in the bed; he shot at him first and he killed him 


aftervards, was supposed to have been a bandit. 


Q 
b 


Q 
A 


Was he charg2d with the commission of any crime in Texas 
"he man that was killed? 
Yes. 


Not that I know of. There was # report sent to 


Earlingen there was some bandits at Pace Keal and they sent a 


man out to get them; they got one or two and had to kill this 


man in self defense. 


Q 
A 


Do you know of any one else that they killed? 
I don't know of anybody they killed personally, only 


rumors scattered over the country down there. 


Q 


Did you know or has it been currently said that they 


* 
we 


+ ate, 
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Q 


whet was his name? 

I think Craifhead. 

Eow long since he was killed? 

Three of four months--probably longer. 


@Vhat has been the conduct of the Xangers in your 


country during the time you have kno them? 


I heve never observed anythire but good conduct. 
Have you seen any of them in a state of intoxication? 
Wo, sir. 


Have you ever known of them, any of tham having personaly 


difficulties end beating up men with their guns? 
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A 


No, sir. 

Did you ever know of any of them killing anybody? 
Wo, sire 

Have you ever heard it said--- 

I heve known of them killing people, yes, sir. 

kow many men have you known of the angers killing. 


Well, one particular case I know of, Captain Andrews 


killed a man down at Tacs Real; he was looking for hi,; he 


found him in the bed; he shot at him first and he killed him 


afterwards, wes supposed to have been a handit. 
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A 


dag he charged with the commission of pny crime in Texas 


"re man that was killed? 


lot that I know of. There was s report sent to 


Earlingen there was some bandits at lace Keal and they sent a 


man out <o get them; they sot one or two and had to kill this 


man in 


Q 
A 


self defense. 


Do you know of any one else thet they killed? 


I don't know of anybody they killed personally, only 


rumors scatt2red over the country dcwn there. 


Q 


Did you know or hes it been currently said that they 


hed arrested-- any portion of the xanger forcé had ever trrested 
&8 man and than killed him? 

A The reports I heard came to me in this way: there were 
eertain men arrested and afterwards found dead. 

Q How many times have you heard such reparts, with tefer- 
ence to how many transactions? 

A [ heard that twice. Once in regard to this Carr and 
Einojosa occurences end the next time in connection with this 
man that was arrested at Foint Isabel. 

Q What wes his name? 

& Garcia. 

Q Eow long after he was arrest:d was it before he was 
found dead? 

4 I could not tell you the time. 

Q approximate it. A day or two? 

& He was reported,-- Yes, I think it was chout three or 
-our days. 

Q what Rengers hed him in charge? 

A TI understend Saddler and Sittre. 

a] Ssdler snd Sittre? 

A Those two men I came in contact with personally a good 
deal, I knew them. 

Q bid you ever hear them make any explenations how they 


came to die? 


~ 


& No, sire 

Q 4s for as you know wes ti ever investigated by the 
orficers of the county? 

A I think it was. 

Q Were any indictments ever returned afainst either of 
them? 


A Not hat I know of. 


~~ 
wf 


Q The fact of the business was they didn't consider it of 
enough importance down bhere to indict a hanger for killing a 
Nesicen? 

A Well, I don't know how to sneer that oxsctly. 

Q You said you were familiar with. the seneral conditions 
sxisting there’? 

A My opinion is that the public down there never did 
think that any Ranger or peace o;ficer or otherwise was 
justified in killing a Mexican or anybody else unlawfully. 

I don't think the public believes that way. 

@ Heve you had any of them indicted dovwm there in the 
last two or three years for killine any of them? 

A Mistcr Chairman, I don't keep up on court reocrds very 
close down there. 

2 You came here to testify as to conditions existing 
in your country? 

A No, I don't recall any. 

Q Do you think there is anybody on the xsanger force now 
thet ought to be taken off? 

& Only from heresay, and If Mr. Hinjosa is guilty of 
the acts he hes heen accused of I should sav re ought to be 
removed at once. Also the others if reports should be proved 
against them. 

Q These two men you say were prisoners and found dead 
a short time afterwards, If that is true do you think they 
are fit cheracters to be on the Raebger forde? 

& Absolutely not. 


Q Do you think citizenship of your country would 


want those kind of men kept on the Kanrer force? 

& No, I do not. 

Q2 Do you think a man who has been convicted of 
felony and in under conviction for a fslony and his sentence 
suspended by appeal to the court of eppeabs shoulé be cone 
tinued on the force? 

A No, sir I do not. 

Q Have you any suggestions to make looking to the bettere 
ment of conditions, the betterment of the Ranger force and 
services? 

A I velieve their pay should be increased and I believe 
an understanding should be reached between the Governor and 
the citizens of the State of Texas that if the Rangers sre 
found to 52 the wron kind of men, and it the citizens would 
cooperate with the State fzoverment in havine those kind of 
men removed from the force-- 

2 You think that a Ranger ought to be a party for 
the enforcement of the lew or a man put on there simply by 
reason of his reputation as a bad character and for the pune 
pose of intimidation? 

A In enforcing the law. 

Q Do you think & man should be put on merely for the 
purpose of intimidation? 

A «absolutely not. 

Q Low do tne best people of your country look upon the 
Ranger force? 

& hey look upon the Banger force os 2 protection to 
our country there, both ladies and men do. 

Q Your judgement is that they should be continued? 

A It is, yes, sire 

Q = Do you think that the personnel of the foree should 
be raised? 


A The personnel of the force? 


re) Yes, 
A If there is any reason for having it raised I think it 
certainly should. 

Q Don't you think conditions would be better by gradually 
working in better men? 

A Cortainly, yes, “The better men vou sot the better he 
is going to perform his duty. 

dA Tid BY S.su470R VILLIFORD: 

a The Renger operates over a greater scope of territory 
than a peace officer cay,doesn't he? 

# Yes, sir. 

Q 4s 4 general rule they sre not stationed at any one 
place but ere moving about along the border? 

A For that reason I heve not become very well trown to 
most of them because there will be four or five Rangers in my 
town or vicinity for six or eight days and maybe for some reeson 
they ere changed and others sent there. 

2 It is your surgestion that there might be some way or 
some mode or operation between the people and the authorities 
at Austin by which Ransers not suitable could be summarily and 
would be summarily removed? 

4 Yes, I feel perfectly satisfied if the authorities at 
Augsbin will request the citizens down there to rove them any 
information or assistanée in any way or sroving that ome certain 
man is not competent to be on the Ranger force that full cooper- 
ation will be had. 

Q 46 a matter of favt a great deal of this killing we 
heve he. rdabout, hasn't that come about since the -nsettled 
situation brought about by the war and trouble in Mexico and of 
all our unsettled conditions? 

A Yes, because when I first went to Cameron County cases 
like that were not heard of sny all of these cases have * been 


re: orted during the time of th&s fermentation there on the border. 


Q There was a great deal of talk at one time was there 


ih 


not, about the citizens of Mexico tryine to forment trouble 
on this side’ 
A Not only tald bgt they did it, in my opinion. 
@XAMTI GD BY NR. TIDW aLL: 


Q have you ever served on the grand jury down there? 
A 


q Have you been personally :cequainted with the members 
of the grand jury from time to time or some of them? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Have those grand juries been sup:osed, as s rule, to 
be mixed, some Hexicans on tke grand jury and some Americans 
or Americans exclusively? 

A I think «s a rule they have a mixed grand jury. If 
trey find a man that can talk smglish and knows our laws they 
make it a point of putting him on the grand jury. 

Q Another matter, I don't think the Cheirman asked 
you about: Do those Rangers parade the town with guns on and 
weapons in an intimidating manner or do trey go about quictly 
in an onobtrusive, inostentatious way? 

A dight years azo, when I first went to Farlingen they 
did wear their guns without a coat and I didsee 2 good deal 
of artillery. In the last four or five years you wonld not 
know & man was & Ranver unless he took his coat off or you 
could judge by his boots or large het. They just appear as 
sny other citizen. 

Have you lived in Harlingen a11 those fourteen years? 


Ne. Only about eight years. 
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During that eight years of time do you know of a 


t 


ingle instance, can you tell this committee of a single 


instance in which a Ranger has killed a citizen there, a law 


M 


ibiding citizen or one that was not a law abiding citizen, in 


the terms of Harlingen? 


ry Do you know of a single instenecs in which a Ranger 
hes been killed down there by some rerson. 

A <A&t tarlingen? 

Q Yes, in the town where you live. 
A There was only one man that was killed there end I 
think he was a special, if I am not mistaken, and that was 
private prouble between t.imself and some other party. That 
was renry Pritenack. 
Wee he a Rangor? 
I don't think he was. 
How long ago did that killing occur? 


When I first went ther, about eight years aro. 


Oo Fr G& F 


what sige is the town of Earlingen? 
A About fifteen hundred or eizhteen hundred. 
Q In regard to the population? 


A About twoethirds Americans. 


AXAMINGD BY SsNATOR WIDLIFORD: 

Q Do you know any sentiment of the part of the citigens 
or officials to diturv or wother a law sbidinge Mexican? 

A No, sir. 

Mite TIDYALL: Q Do you know of any dispostition there 
on the pert of good citizens of that town to k1ll1 Mr. Canales 
or hurt) him in any way? 

A I nev -r heard of it, of any such disposttion. 

Q Have you ever discusses those questions with the 
Rangers about their service, any of them whom you have been 
acquainted with? 

& Since what time? 

Q Since last suimer when we began to have troubles 


there lsst sumer? 


& No, I never discusseé a Ranzer's businese with him 


a) Have you ever heard the hanzers discuss it amont them- 
eelves when in your institution? 

A No, sir. 

aXkealTE sD BY UR. MeMILGIN: 

Q ir. Johason asked you @ question wile ago, you said 
you wsre satisfied if the authorities at 4ustin would make a 
request of the citizens down there they would have their 
hearty sooperation. Are we to understand bu that that at 
present they do not have the cooperation of the citizens 
there? 

A Woe I did not make that assertion. I said that is 
onw way, by closer cooperation the personnel of this Ranger 
force can be improved. I mske that assertion for these 
reasons, also, that with that cooperation on both sides it 
leaves the nenger in the same position he is right now 


co he can effectively carry out his duty. 


S 


pte 


Q are we to understand that ut the present there 
not the closest cootveration that is desired down there between 
the nanfers foree and the citizens? 

b Not that I know of. I have no complaint to make of 
the Ranger force at present. 

Q Your answer is what led me to think possible there 
was not. You answered while ago, if the Governor here would 
request closer cooperation you sre sure they would get it. 
fo my mind it implied they were not setting it? 

& Ho, I did not mean to imply thst because I feel sure 
the sooperation exists alresdy and will contineu to do se. 


ace lL ' SD BY MR. Canilss: 

Q You answereé while ago to the question by ihe 
chairman, you did not know of any trouble between private 
citizens and the Rengers. who is your city marshal? 

A scar Morris. 

Q@ Didn't you hear about the trouble he had had with 
Rangler jeddler there? 

A Yes: that slipped my memory. I vil] go over it 
with you if vou wish me too. 

-] I simply asked you. 

vi That slipped my memory. 


Q They had some disturbance over there? 


b> 


They had a fight, yes, sir. 

Q2 Do you remember also the incident of the-- I think 
it was 2 svecial Ranger, Jokn Eill, son of bon ©. Hill. 
and the consteble ther,- what's his name, Vi dal Cantu? 


b Ho, sir, I nev:r heard of any trouble between them 


2 Do you remember the time that he arrested Vi dal Cantu 
and hand cuffed him for some reason? 

A No, I don't remembor that. 

Q And took him to Mercedes and turned him loose? 

h No, I don't know anythine about thet at all. ‘The 
only man I know concerned in it wes anastacio Robles. 

Q Ke wes a notorious character? 

A 168, Sif. 
% 4 bad man there? 

6 Ee is not considered to he such a bad man but he is 
thet is considered would st3al e cow if he séw it out where 
nobody could see him. 


Q He is generelly in the pay or service of Lon C. Fill 


= 


a? 


and the Eill boys, isn't 


a 


a Not bo my knowledge. 


“4 In regard tc the incident---- Do you recollect the 
fact on cevoral occasions men were teken out of jail in San 
Benito and their bodies ware found lying by the road between San 
Benito and Earlingen? 

A {I heard a rumor about that and presed down the seme 
road ;retty shortly aftor wend did not see anything of it. 

a] wasn't it a notorious fect, their bodies wouldlie 
there two or three days sometimes? 

é I heard that rumored, yes, but I never saw the bodies 
énd in fact never foolowei up those rumors very much. They all 

led to 2 blind trail, sometimes, as 2 rule. 

Q when Capt. Fenson was located at Earlingeen you say 


you did not hear of eny killings down there being done by 


b ilo, Sir. 

Q Outside of ths one at terse Real? 

& around Esrlingen? 

Q Yes; I mean by that, not immediately in but in 
reachines distence from Harlingen? 

A You could hear every day #bsaut somebody being killed; 
I don't know how to take thos? rumors there, 

Q@ Is it not &® fact that during 1915 end 1916 right 
ébout between Herlingen end San Benito and rnround Sen Benito 
end Brownsville and around Passe eal and that rlace, there 
were @ large number of persons killed? 

A Yes, end I also heard rumors there were a good many 
skirmishes around in the brush. I expect thet is where they 
got killed. 

Q Is it not a fact that the first trouble we had in 1915 
was the incident related by Mr. Morrison sbout thet boy that 
was taken out of Sen Benito to Brownsville and wss lynched, 


right near Sen Benito? 


A The bendit trouble may have started elone about that 
time but personally I do not ettribute it to thet. 


Mike CAUADSS: Theat if all. 


SXAMILGD BY MR. TIDWaLL: 

Q You spoke of trouble between a Ranger and the city 
marehal of Farlingen? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did that trouble grow out of private feud? 

A <Adsolutely, yes Sir. I will explsin it to you if 
you wish me too. 

not 

Q It aiaherow out of officéel duties in any way? 

A well, the Ranger's carrying out his official duty 
brought it up. 

Q state ite 

A My understanding of the proposition wes when this 
closing law went into effect that the party, he used to be rather 
prominent up here, I think, was interested in a saloon and 
failed to close it on time and this Raneear arrested him and 
the city marstal ebjected to it and they had come vords that 
led to the fight. 

Q Do you know what the name of that Ranger was? 

A Neddler. 

a) Is he still in ths sorvice. 

A I don't know whether it was him or his brother that 
zot killed. One is $till in the service. 

Q Is the city marshal still marshal of the town? 

A Still marshal of our town, yes, sir. 

Q Wheat is his neme? 

A Oscar Morris. 


Maw TID. aLG: Theat is alls 
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ALBA Hsywoob, 
first having been duly sworn, testivied before the 
Committee as follows: 
ASSMIN GD BY CHAIRMAN BLADSOd: 

Q Give your neme, ave, and residence. 

A&A =©60o Alba Eeywood, fifty-enine years old; San Benito. 

Q@ Eow lond have yourlived in Cameron County? 

A Since 1907. 

Q Lave you or not been acquainted with the Hanger force 
opereting in that section? 

b IT have in & way. 

Q Eow many of them have you known intimately? 

A I have met them from time to time, many times, but I 
am sorry to say that my memory :s to their nemes and whose 
company they were with snd whether they vere at this time on 
tre Rangsor foree or no, I could not be definite in the matter 
of dates or names, very; there are some of them thet have 
peen River Guards at one time and Ranzers at snother time and 
deputy sherififs at another time, and I fot ncquainted with them 
and I cometimes don't know whether they were at that time of 
the Renv~er forces, River Guard or deputy sheriff. 

Q de want you to ¢onfirne yoursel?, we want to confine 
this inauiry to their conduct as Rangers and we do not want 
them to get eny credit for any one else's work and we do not 
went them to bear any one else's resronsibilitios. We sak 
you in so fer as possible to limtt your testimony with te- 
ference to their conduct aS Hangers. what har been the conduct 
of the Renger foree in that section, so far 2s you know? 

A So far as I know, in the maj rity it has been good. 

Q all right. Eow ahout the minority? 

& Minority has been bad. 

Q How many men do you know during thet time whosa conduct 
ac State Ranger hes been bed? 


A I could not sive the number. I know in a general way 


report-- Kov, I have long since been convinced thatour 

trouble dovn there had its root end tre seed in the political 
situation sn@ that is the thine I have been thinké&nge of snd 
feiving more ettention to than the detsils of the Ranger 
matters. I heard rumors here and ther: bunt I did not trace 
them down. dust as the case of themsn from Toint Isabel; I 
heard ke was with soldiers, the Rangers with them parted at the 


perting of the road and in @ mile or a *2w miles he was found 


Q No explanation made? 

4 No explanation made; I don't know whether these 
men were indicted for it or not, It has peessed from my mind. 

Q who were the Rangers? 

A Could not tell you that. It has developed to-day 
here I believe, that one of them wes Sadler. 

Q You are acquainted with conditions renerally over 
tret county? 

& Very well, yes Sir. I have lived there perpetually 
Since 1907, scfrcely heve taken a vacation away. 

2 wheat bdusin are you in? 

A Iam trying to pey my debts by ealline my Lands. 

2 


Essn't been much sé&le for sometime? 


=> 


Yes, a little, quite a little. The Lend business 
is very lively down there at present time. 

Q One of the Committee desires to know what you occupasat- 
ion has been other than your----« 

4& I went there as president of the San Benito Land 
and water Comeany. ir. Sam Kobcrtson had « propostition us 
entineer ond my brothers and I put our oil money from Beaumont 
end Jennings into it and put San Benito on the map. 

We vent there when £t wes a blue print. 

2 You vromoted that? 

A Yes,sir; 


Q Yan are still connected with it? 


& Ho; the old San Benito Lend and Vater Company went 
into the hands of receivers... I ws vary ective for the 
irrigation district to take over the old canal. 

@ You still hare investments? 

rN I still heve land ther, stock in the bank. All I 
have is there except a little oil. 

Q jare locsl conditions there such ‘s to demand the 
maintenance of the xangor force? 

A I believe so. That is wheat I am here for. ‘We came 
because this bill was intpypduced by Mr. Caneles, that feature 
in it to put the nenger force under the connty officials, and 
that is the last think we wanted. we want the ranger force 
there anh want it indetendent ebsolutely in every way, shape 
and manner of the local voliticel situation. Va do not want 
them to bo ber lden to anybody. ‘%2 would like for them to 
work in harmony, so far as the Sheriff and his department will 
work in harmony, so far as the scheriff and his department will 
work in hermony with them for the good of the cause but we do 
not want the Rengers tied up end trameled end hog tied to the 
local situation there. 

Q You say the real trouble down there tis in the local 
polities] situation.? 

& thet is my belief. 

Q You think if you ever purify that-- 


&A I think if you will help us snd the Jovernor will keep 


wy 
te 
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yledee to clean robitics end give us a chance to clean up 


4 


jou en keep your Rengers there two or three years and we won't 
be up here to pull for them, bart we want them to lely clean up 
the situation there and, therfore, we do not vant then cubser- 
vient to locsi-- 

Q Have you any suggestion to make se to the bettore 
ment of the Kenger force and the service you people are entit-~ 


led to from it? 


A co sugrectio. would be that their »ay be inereased 
2 Dey 


PON R 


to not loss tien one hundred dollars zor any of them and that 
for the »nrnose of widening the nuaser oF aon thet would ce 
aoplying for chose jobs. I don it would be any good 

to give an wundcsSirable Rangers setter wases but thym you iner- 
ease wases so a man can live and live decontly in these hich 
tines of living then you have more good men come in competetion 
with thoze bad men to get the jobs and you can »iek your iicn 
petter. Y*hat is my theory. I think this: I think that the 
Renser force is a unique organization as « peace organization 
and it hes got to be hendled in a@ dirferent way from politics. 
it is frec- ar should be free-- from oclitics, and I thin’. that 
just as soon asnit is tied wn to politics ics cfficiency is 
d:mam-ed snd hurt, and I think t.at no orranizevion or not intt- 
ictution is any bigger than the men thas are in it, and I think 
the Governor and, What is their covertoucnt?-- 

A Adjutan, General,=- will sive their ccecial attention 
shey Gon cGl:an wp the Kanger force to such en extent 


ih30n to £6 wis. be removon. AS nonr @: [ aan 
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Size it u:sche onposition is due to overt Geevse of Ransers here 
and there throvshout the Stave, and thoce men oveht to be 
eleaned out of ot, expecially so imen we five a certain depart= 
ment like tie Rangers a certein Freedomend clotne  theim-with 
aevhoritr ond power thet war ond untrermmeled, we have to look 
Very care=ully as to “hat kind of men ve put in there places. 
“8 senhtrest THOEG thlinited “overs to 701, Dies and Harry 

a. forty ana itty dollars e sonth; the: is ay theory. 


* 


© You thins we oucht to raise their salaries, fire a 


ood portion of them and sev better nen? 
A Iovovulé nat say e8 to ths nereentsre. You have corie 
eooad men tnere. hey are courageous. Yhey will Picht buzz- 


ras ‘ myc? > 7 - * hat 1 re “47 es 7 7 a ey Ye i; ie ~ 
Saws e There ure no men that have snovm L3t sFTSnes oF elsewhere 


any more courace or nerve than your Renmers shove Some of the 
vndesirables heave shown the same nerve. ‘here is no quervion 
abouts thet, about their physical courage ov all. YThat is all 
richte hey have got to have it. 
Q You think a Ranzer shovld have some rerard for the law? 
A Absolutely. I think if a tanser misuses his power 


is worse than for a man not clother with this »ower to 
Q@ Dan't you think a man ought to be 2 g00d man to be a 


r 
A Yos, sir. 
Q And should not Le entrusted with thet suthctrity unless 


5 


A Yas, sir. I think if he betreys it he ought to be 
re.i0vede 

Q Do vou thin: a convict shauld be removed? 

A I won't say thate I an one of these me that won't 
say that » eause a man has been a convict he eno.wid not have a 


wey 


eheanee aftervarise If a man reforms and com:s out and is better 
I am foing to wateh him close-<he must exoect that. Hse must 
pe sonerovs if put on an equal besis with a men that hes not 
yeen @ convict, and thankful for thay ceneroucity, but if he 


concs clean I am ready to stand by hin. 


£ 


Do vou think a man who is under conviction for a 
a7 it ning rang dean ts ray ON es cot rnt aie 
lony, a venitcntiay sentence hanging ovor Lin, simply 
suspended bz aovcaling to the court of ancseals, ought to he 
continued on the force? 
A Ho, I don't think he ought to vant to continue on the 


foree,. 1 tauld not if I was under that ban. 


¢ acide from that have you any other susscetions to 
maize ? 
A Lthink not. I think all the Rene foree shouid be 


elean and c.roruly handled, very, very corefull: hendled. 


If they cre not there are things going to eree» into it. 

Oo, I want to say in regard to the Killings, I cannot 

blame the tanger foree altogether for some of our citizens,-- 
they ranre oll the way from iacn who thin: every Hexican should 
ve driven into the Rio Grande and no. quarters shown, to men 
who are very liberal with them, Fersonniiv, I do not think 
that the .exican ignorance and the Mexican corruption that 
tiey talk so much about is our menace. I thin our manace is 
tne intelligence and shrewdness end the corruotion of the 
American men who lead them. And I don't believe in soraying the 
lcaves to cure citrus canker and I don't ielieve in eutting off 
the Limb, as they would, to cure the yellovs. I think citrus 
canker, and we have political citrus canker, snould be gone 
efter ac they go after citrus canker, and cut the tap root. 
wine is the tan root theory. 

a) You do thins: that there are conditions existing in the 
nanger force that necessitates some very caroful consideration 
at the hands of the Departinent? 

A I should judze so from what I have hearé,= much that 
I have heard since I have been here. 

Q #rom your observation on the border you wovld think so? 

A Yes, I vould say that the institution should be one of 
the most carefully handled departments dn our State goverment. 

Q You think it could be made a beneifcial department of 
our State csoverment? 

A Yes; absolvtely. 

Q The cetéer class of citizens, how do they look on the 
Rangers there? 

A hat better class of citizenship is a »ceuliar thing. 


ov one of these men who, when a ian disarrees with me on 


tH 
03 
8 
he 
re 


any propostition, to say he @s a bad citisen and I em a good 


ne Majority; 


Q I aa speaking about 4% 


re | Es capgiee - a S 4 
A I don't subserite to that, that tho uen that do not 


G. 


@isagree withus are not 00d citigons. ‘vc heve lots of 
citizens who disagree with me on the Uexican cuestion, the 
Yace question and the Ranger question and they are good citi- 


‘ 


zens, my .ect friends, some cf them e have 2 very bad con= 
Gition there. as I have told some ov tne: I wohold hate very 
much to ve = Republican but I would rather be two Republicana 
than one Jin Vells Democrat. What gave rise to it, in m 
opinion, ves that they suspend the sentence instead of sus- 
vending the criminal. They have gone out on straw bonds and 
they have com: back again. hey find a uan guklty ef fraud 
with all the proof necessary and put him under a thousand= 
dollar bond and thet is the Inst we hear of hin. That is our 
trouble down there. ‘Ye look to Governor “Nobby to help us out 
on ite Ze ledsed it; it is a plank in this platform. Wi LOOK 
to him to stand on that nlanke 

oy You look to Governor “lobby to purify the Ranrer 
foree «8s much as you look to the Ranzers? 

A I think we ought to get on another basis in a good 
nany wayse Our citizens did a food many thigs they showid 
not have done; they are excusable in = ;00d many wayse They 
caine frou the Worth, Hast and West, not from the South; they 
never hed seen a liexican in their lives and they look for 
them to have a knife in their boot-lezs to cut youe I have 
not found th.1 that waye I hare found then ready to be led. 
tisens dowm there became nanié sticken. ‘he first hange- 
ing we had was our own city officer, as I wnderstand,=- I 
con't lmow from my positive imowledce, I wasn't ther, but I 
understand that he had his »risoner and tood hia by midnivht 
in an automobile to Brownsville and somebody tried to rob him 
of him and they did. ‘What opened the ball, breaking the ice 
for mov law and violence. The conditions wore that we had 


thieves cnd stealing. ‘We tave them now. I have a telegran 


in way pocket I just recrzived yesterday or the day before. 
"Hesvood, oOrisiill Uotel. ‘hieves made snother reid last 
night; stole all of Nnos's harness and two horses; also Car- 
aichael's hasness"-- those are food citizens; there that have 
peen rob:d,-- sizmned by kr. Prentice. He has had all of his 
ek but one slug taken away from him. I son't think the 
‘exieans across the river have done it all. “hey are hob- 
novbing with the Mexicans on this side of the river, and 
Americans, so the Rangers told us, and @re eered in and sooperateg, 
with by white nen in the lead. 
BRANDTID BY WR. YIDWal 
Q Do vou mow of a single instance where a Ranger 
iown there has wilfully and wantonly Killed ony .citizen? 
A jot unless you call such ceses 2s the one they 
soske of on the way from Foint Isavel to San ~enito as one. 
tI don't know anything about it only what I heard. 
G You live at darlingen? 


HO, S27, San senito. 
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like that down there? 

to ig my baby. wWothing like that down there. 
I don't mow ov any one killihg any one in sen v-anito. I 

iriow this ves done--I donft kiow whether Rangers, citizens 

or ovr marshal aid that,=- I imow of four men brovtcht in 

there from the river by the soldiers; thor vere turned over 
by the solaiers, soldiers out them in the city cooler and 
‘vere taken out on come «fT way ilsnc and the 

ners day they vere found there, fact up, shot, killed. I met 


the soldier who was bringing thei ins he said they vere taken 


: df. BPR oe gece! Be tg cag Ue nce - ee Tee :. 7 2 mn 
18 Subpecte Tor ctsaling, reported in as sisvects For stealing, 


ates y “a -% “ woe es “'k ae: * oo. b ° ae he et tol <sy “a fae Sas oe ae Va en - - - a O84 
Swo of thea were vouns men; they were coin, to inve them as 


iinesses, inc the others were old men they cshousht were the 


criminals; thai was the end of theli.e 


A io, two of trem were let to £0 and tn: other two 


we e@ iilled. 


\ What become of the two that were not rillea? 


A ee er Paes She is Be ahs (Ds lglg dts PGI i ta nape at ae “ . Sto 
A I don't “ewe I wnderstooa thet viey vere let go; 


SiS a tig eR or MoT a See “megane abe ia aan Sh Fa. ot 574 $e. abe - 
wth, LiGTLe #20n vuhey went to make vhs arrest they 


- warTa nee 


OTS ool 
tiled one «who tricd to et ewar. 

TALS SESDSOE: Q Pid those wen ever set in the hands 
o” the Hanger force as iar es yor. know? 
a oy thet I imov of, 
4) Were the Rangers there at the tiuet 
A Oh, ves, the Rangers were there ot the time. ‘That 


wee adurine the vine we had so much trouble. 


rn a De i Sone Sn Ie J eae Sash PR eerie om RRC at ay Pee eae, 
Q Dia thor undertaie to make any investization to see 


vro had assisin«ied those prisouers? 
A Hot thet I imow of. 
itiiwkdttud BY PRLAVCR-VAGgas 
< You snoke of the political situeticn down there. 


i is ban its pe 4. gas GSE xan aw ES see = ee uc, Zeca p 
“ave the Ranrsers at any time since they have cen vhere 


intorfereda witt 


~~ 


local polities to any extent? 
A lJately. 
Q At any tine? 
A Yes, lately I think they have. 
. Has thet Leen the cause of sn: or sone of this trovble? 
shat it had. ‘We fieured when we eone 
up here thet that was the cause of the acvenors to renove then 
anc. abolish thse Yorce. 

G Latel:, you sayy the Ranzers have jintervTored some 
wien lotwal political conditions? 

A 10S, 22%. 


a To what extent? 


A f unceretend that they took part in settine evidence 


? 


recera. ng our last orimery eléctions. ‘hey Rangers, which 


will come cur in our Parr=Gelsscock controv-: ‘LGV. 


GQ I an net treing to =o into that egoccialiy? 
& ko, but I am steting it relatively thet the Rangers 
looized over the »olls-- ettendisd some of the pools, and they 
Found politicians at the pools. 

Q I understand those things will cone-- 

A Yes, they will come out. 

a) ‘he locel veace officers of Cameron County, the 
lis devuties, there was friction between that 


he Rangers, wasn't there? 


es 


Force and 

A Yes, I believe there was. 

Q Why wes that? 

A Hy ovinion is, and it is gained fron vrettr direct 
testimony, is thet the political boss under:ook to boss then. 
c Undertook to boss the Rangers? 

A Yes, sir. 
4) 


You inean Hr. Wells? 


A Yes. ‘shat is whet I think, fron the Raensers themselves. 


i You think sire Wells controls the sheriff? 


A TL think 66.4 
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G fhe friction between the Sanrers ond the sheriff 


crew out of tne fact that ire Wells undertook to dozinate 
the Ranger force? 


4 4 f rad 


A I think so, best of my Imowled:e. 


& 


About she clection business? 


Q wnat charactor of man is the sheriff of Crueron 


A He has a recommendation from his old nome, for the 


orohibiticonists and from citizens that wes very exeellent 


VeTore he caue to Cameron County. 


t 


Q DO +0U know where he came from there? 
A io, I heave imown. 


- 


C: wnat nas heen hig conduet since he hss been sheriff? 


A During the bandit time he worked with the Rangers to 
cuite a good extent and I think dic everything he could with 

them, for oil I “mow. 

Q Do you think that friction between the cheriff's 
department ond the Rancsers, any of it srev out of lawless 
citizens? 

I don't think that caused the friction. 


A 
Q Yocr idea is that the friction is purclp -olitical? 


G Do you think the Ranrers, in aédition to the uersonnel 
being raicod, do you think there is any necessity for any 
further restraint? All veace officers, othcr than Rangers, 


are under bond so for any unovfieciel acts there ecovld Be 
Ye 


A tty idea is, so far as I have invectigeted it, it that 
che bond would hamper them. I don't thicv: .ou would find 
seorle who would give bond. I don't went the Usensers bonded 

4.7 


veesuse I think it would hamper their effeciency, but if 


the Governor and the adjutant Generel will lock out for it, 


wetch it closelz, I don't think it is necessary to bord then, 
out if they are ing to be bonded I vould like uhem bonded 
2s our frined that came with ts, itr. Lomax, sussested, thay 
the State underwrite it or bond it themselves. % is the 
State's business. I don't imow what the constitution would 
provide. Ian net a lawyer, but it seems to :Ac it wovld te 


un to the State to bond its own Rangers, and, i. necessay 
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to underwrite it so @ surets company fould bond them. I thint 
if a bond would have a restriction and keep the Rangers within 
their bonds his boss shovld say the bill. I think it vovld 
motte then csore careful and sive @ highcr morel tone. 

You think if the State did underwrite them and cay the 

exnense Of bonding, you think the bond vould be a good thins 
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tu:6 or ineresse the 
nen-ers, to mcake 
“dite I believe we can gey by without a bond by careful 
hendling of it by the Adjutant Generel and the ‘overnore 
© Your ovinion is, the best thing is for the Adjutant 


“enereal and the Governor to be more carefui 


pare 


about wno they 
“ut on the Reneer force and then there would ie no necessity 
A Yes, thet is my oninion. If puch bond covld te rut 
or them in such « way as to hamper them in no wey then there 
Gion to the bord. but, eas far as we have 
discussed it, the coneensus of opinion is, that bond would 


a 


oer them cnd that it is not necessery. 


ham 

BLAUIUD BY UR. UcMILLAM: 

9 egarding that incident where there was “our men, 
as I understand you to sar, were captured by United States 


authorities and brought to your town and. turned over to the 
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overd Brotmsville, 
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A Wo; they were taicen--they were not teaten towards 
“rornsville; they were taxen in the beck fiela@s, they were 
teren a mile noth of Ban ::enito and sbout 2 mile easte-- 

} Wes there any indication tnat the Renec.s had any= 


Oo with that mobbirg? 


‘ou understood wo of then were turned loose? 
A Yes, two were turned Loose. 


Would vou mind telling us fro. whom you understood 


we iG 


A would not mind it if I could veacivor it. It was 
just a eurrent report that thoy were turned Loose. there 
was so much of that stuff Koing around in the atmosohere 
TI covlid not wexin to locate it. 


9) It wes just rumored they were turned loose, so far 


ac you know you neversww them anymore? 


BKAGTIID BY WR. TIDVELD: 


G “eve ou ever served on the grand jury in Cameron 


A YOS; ONCCe 


G War the srand jury comsosed exclusively of Auericans 


¢: I co not want to make you disclose-= that would be 


w 


janroper-- How jong ago has that been? 


te 


I think just about the time of the drat law. 
Q@ about a year and a half a 
A Yes, something like that. 
$) + would ve a year ago last dune? 
A I think S06 
Q Vere there any matters of incuiry evout the Rangers 
exceeding; their authority anc maltreating ond imnistreating 
-ecaople? 
A Tho Rangers were not -acntioned, to iy memory at all. 
9} Before the grand jury? 
A lo, Sirs 
@) to grand jury indictment: were returned at that tise 
against the Rancers? 
A I think nots nothing ot all. 
Q Do vou know ov any grand jury indictinent pending 


against the Rangers in Cameron Couhty now “or exeeeding their 


authority end malfeasance in office? 


A Ho. uot unless the Point Isabel matter has becn brourcht 


Q How lons since the Point Isabel Matter occured? 

A Oh, from memory I would say four or five months ago. 

Q pid the Mexicans. on the grand jury meke eny compadaint 
abous the Ranecr force there? 

A Wot av-all. Ranger force, my memory, was not discussed. 

@ Did the Ranser force attempt to sid, did they in any 
vay cooperate withthe grand jury in getting witnecces before 
LG, OUCGs, Or BOUr 

A I think so. I think it was some of thc Rangers Bave 
"th: evidence and testimony regarding some matters. 
the Pederal sutvnoritis’s were before us also 
Did the sheriff and his deputics, wero they punctual 
in corving: your processes and setting your witnesses before 
he grend jurv= the county authorities, I mean? 

A ZL heard of no conslaint of envthine. Our prinecival 

work was with th: sleekers and with profiteers, violators of the 
esnionarce acte 


Q aS a matter of fact you visited Drovmsville frequestly 


A Yes, sir, possibly-- 

G For the last two years, I will but it,sinee the 
first of Doceuver, two years ago, hesn't “rormeville been 
prectically a wide open totm in which saloons run sand farmb= 
ling went on, oni didn't Goneral 2srker when he was there 


have to elo::c the saloon end ganbling house: in that town, 


believe soe I have never teen &n any; 
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i 
I did not frecuens the gambling houges and don't ‘mow anything 
exce-t from neresay. 
3 Whey were plainly to be seen as you walked down the 


strect? 


A  yos, and I tmow from newspaper articles and general 

alk that there was 2 sreat deal of gambling and drunkenness 
in Srovmeville and it wes a very hard thing to control and that 
the laws wore not en: 


Tati Pids . Sones 
& poz! u yOu 


Q Don't you iknow es a mattor of f 
tnose outlaws made a raid on a cavalry oatrol a: 03 
sonetiues those cavalry officers had to take a conveny out 
to exture those marauders there? 

A Lo, 847. 


“ You don't mow thet ti te a faet? 


MAACINSD SY CHarniianl BEeDSOn: 


G Dur’ng the time that torm wes rn. so wide open 


a. 


ware there no Rengers there? 


C 


A I thin so, in and ont all the time. 

Q Did thay imow these saloons and combling houses were 
running wide open that way? 

A I suonose to, I don't inowe I have ever fgone into 
cna in any warye 

Q “here was nothing to keen them fro: lmowing it? 

A 20, Sis 

Q Did vou ever hear of Ranserse tr: ine vo close it wp? 

A lio, I dontt rememter of any cease where they did. Jhnere 
nave been reids made, ea couple of years aco there was a fight 
in there anong the peace officers of Brownsville and the 
county officers of Prownsville. 
‘¢) Ovor the sambling houses and saloons? 
A In the gambling houses and saloons. 
Q fn the gainbling houses and seloons? 
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Yes, if I remember right onecside undertook to raid 


| ee | 
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A T eovldé not tell as to that. there ars three. or four 


4 


lines of -cace officers dovm there and I Go not xeon then 


But one of then was ungentlemanly cnouzh to try to 


raid the hovee while the others were there?, 


A Yes, sir/ there was a Gistinet antasonism between the 


G Whieh ones were on the inside looking ovt at thet tin. 


A I think thas the --- if I roeisesber right, that the 
ae ? 


@? 


county officials were on the inside and tha. tho town officials 


Q Yor. visit there frequently; did you ynov General 
Larker, when he wae conasnding thatuarmy bost. 
A I heave met him but I have been too vusy to et vory 


well acauainted with the army officers onc the soldiers. 


sented strictly 


ct 


I neve never bade a business of it. I have 
to ur own vusiness,. I met them all- met ion: of the men down 
there, juss to meet thei. 


eT ~~ Cet ie We ad + + 4 e , ye 4 ol Fay ’ “4 rae i ay wf -, é - 
a! Fave sou been in Brownsville trecaucnuly Tor, se 


A I have veen there vrobably four tines in the Inet six 


ronths,--four or five vimes. 


G Isn't it.:a fact that they rin gomblinc wide open in 


“vyorrnsville at that tirae? 


A xo, I don't tmow that. 
@ ‘You could not say that ther or did not? 
A io, I would believe it iv E neard it. I don't think 


that there is very m.ch doubt about it, but I don't imow it. 


. I nenrd the other day something sous one of the county 


Coymissioncrs there being arrested vith a car load of booze; 


— oy he eee Roe M. Todt d on wate? ; aod = » d. 4 - 
ago wou knew onybuing about thet? 


A Yos:; the Rencers went to Toint Isabel and got him and 
proveht hi. to Son Benite. I didn’t sec hime Ne passed vpetcre 


tre Justice there and was afterwards telzen to Jerccetes. 


? 


“now how wuech they gou or bint 
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& IL heve neard it differently reported, fom 62 to &2 


# Do -9u now what wac done with the moveriel? 


i “het booge,--no, oir, thai is another vhing I never 


” 


% Do -0u imow whether or not he wa: »rosecuted in the 


2 


,0en Lucvended From orfie 
pending the indictment in a matter of thet hind? 
A I think note I never beard of it. 
G You do not know whether he is still sitting as a 
memzer of the court of not 7? 
A I thim: he is, to the best of ay lmowledse he is. 
iter, I don't now eas it is gersane to this 


whe. 2 


situetion excent in a reneral way to show tn: situation: 


I heard one ov the County Commissioners dGovm thers the other 


af 


r thes he bed just out throveh a deal in tnis road bus- 


iness by whien he had gotten en outside cngsincer to survey 


@ 


she roads,- snd we have just voted a »500,900.90 bond issu 
ror new roads, and he was very hilarious roi 
he had doitineted the comnissioners' court and got his engrincer 
put in in oprosition tome local ingincer whom all the rec’: 
wanted, and the way he aid it wes to tnresten if they voted 
aseinset his man that he would vote single ana so on record ond 


af 


-o out before the people in the county and tell why he voted 


thet way end thet he would give up every thing he Imew about 


the grand jury snd that he imcw sbovt. ‘whey ai: voted his 


UR. (CEEISO:: CGomaissioners’ Court, jou mean? 


WRe 2IDVTELDEL: © Do you imow who ic on that County 
Commissioner's bond who was found with that war cargo? 

A Wo, sir, I don't. 

SHUATOR W ILLIFORD: @ Was the Ranger indicted for 
arresting the man or arwesting the booze? 

A I don't think the Ranger was indicted. 

Q@ ‘The man that had it-- I understood you to say that 
the Ranser was? 


ndicted. I think 


os 
te 
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A so, Ldon' t think the Ranger we. 
the county comnissioner was indicted. 

CUATNGAT BLED Og: ® In other vrords, vou have a very 
pad situetion in Cameron Comntv? 

A I think so. And the sequel to tho story 18, we ere 
up here to set the Governor to make roo, ho.p us out and 
elean it up. I believe if he widl do it ond cet eleen 
solitics dovm there that we con handle the situation with or 
ovm forces. ‘Je may always have smugziin: since the territory 

there wniess there i soe cooveration there for handling 
men baectzs on¢ forth. You may always heve vo een some 
Ranzers tnercs but we can clean up & great *.crcentage of the 


matters daorm there if we can set cleon nclitics. TI have 


di on EAS oe ease paste ae Be 7 1 2 a 1, ie 
feed with ceur Ranger Stevens; he t- llc me that the author- 


ities on the other side are ore then willing to seoperat 


ct oe 
e) 


with his es a Rancer in handling back and Vorth bad men 
each other, end if we cen feu a count: judse that will work 
with the seople on the onnosite side and if any erranceuonts 


apouts by which legally they cen ve exchan;:ed 
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the thins ecn be vleaned up and I believe they will willingly 


work with us to clean upe ‘hey say they nave sheir bandits 
end renessdes there and they world like wo cjeand up bye they 
sey their bendits can come to cur side and ve harvored and 

our ean do the same thing,- cooperation petvreen the Governor 
and the euthorities there would ve the best thing to clean up 


things dorm there. It is en awful tbasy matter to wade that 


river or so ecroes it sometines. 


G Have you ever seen any Yexss Rangers down there arunk 

A I don't thins I have seen anv of thom drunk but I 
have heere of then being drunk in the carly aayse 

Q LI nean in the lest four rears? 

& io, sire 

Q Have vou heard of any of thore Texas Rangers being 
arrested or charged with the coimission of any “ind of mis- 
demeanors in = town where they were onerating or in servicr’, 
vightins, carrying arms, disvlaying pistols or invimidatine: 
neovle or Beating up the yeople? 

A I don't imow of a time that I heve neard of their 
intimidetin: citizens I don't “snow whethor at the time 
they were Rangers or not, thie was soucbine ac0,¥ we have not 


lately, withiz: the last year or two. I think in tne lest year 
or two that the Rengeor force down there has teen very cles, 
and I think that the tendency regardinz; the fun pusiness is a 
yoint I would like to speak of. 
§& Could you indicate to the cormsaitte: at this time any 
Ranger in tho service there that you imow thet ought to ve 
removed from the service? 

A that is in the Rangers there now? io, I don't. 
hat is in the service any here? 
A Yes, I don't think Deniel iHnojoca is a fit aen to 
ci. Hanser service 
Q DO you imow any others? 


203; Hot personally and not by mame. 
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TOU. Gan make vour other Staueianv. 

‘ Me meas “aloha « <0 et, ae oe we ge he ce TABS ts 

ai 201 tle Hara bus it HESS: Woon We 2 iri. Wene Chere he 
Rensers ued to se sround ths depot and o4 the ctreets with 
cus on, in plein view, end no disposition t over then at 
alle 

GQ wheat has been several years ago? 
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A Yes; Capt. Wright and Capta Uvennens and I thin: 
Gant. taylor, they have them orders to wear tneir coats when 
roo) them out 
of sight. I+ is a bad emotion for ovr Sorthor people who 
vere coming there to spend the winter for their health, to 


come thors with ideas of settling thers, to cee those men 
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-- those gun nen walking around. her say, “What docs tnis mas 
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we are nov used to thet. 
something arful down here." ‘Ye just explain thst they are 
ouy Jexes Rarcere,. and we are on the borer, snd make as Licht 
ee Say) TAXES RE se ap ‘CT S, ana end are it Oe Re bs 9 ST MeLG aos Ee r) 
of it ac cossible and let it fo nt thet. if do not say that 
the Rancavs have Zone around in & bullying way with thew ev 
alis they siiucly wear them in sight, that i6 ali. 
BaailinD SY HR. TIDWALL: 


Have rou ever had any law ebiding iiexicen eitizen 


Gown there that would be celled an ordinary i.iexican citizen 


A avsolutely. Meny or thei. 
§ eve ou had eny citizen of that itind in yournpresence 
or to cous vo vou eas an individavl ané mel: complaint of in- 


timidaiion or mistreatment et tne hands ov the Jex.s hangers 


Q weve wher cone to you se an individuel or havgeyou 


heard chain through other individuels mekin= complaint of 


3-149 o e3 ae yy Soya lean te ay, at < oe de}. Jess ry “t ve wrme: hel * * wc) “ ~ 
intimiaacion or nistreatment at tre hands o. th: Ranger force? 


; os s g sean te sis me Dee wy dete a Ay oui = ss 
a Yes, JI have heard vhey say tna: tne Jiengers were a 


Henace, tha. they did not use discretion enovgh and thet 


ntened imiocent neople anc tha: the innocent 
peornle were -vraid of thea as suilty peo tle. 

< Shas the law abiding Lexican civulzcn--- 

A (gay whe lew ebiding Liexican clci.cen were eairaia 


a re > doe 


of them, v:c3; that it was aquestion of intinidation, but ol 


Be Pai St ete gh ate rT seating Ayano fant taeher ram deh 
Gcink they Ccou. Stenhens' metnod and Copt. Vrisnts metro 
Will wine thet ou$ end I believe thet if it em ve brought 


MPa De an oo Soe hoe ee a ae «22 % me? Bsns 
Selut tha: si: Remser force, thet we eltizons can ia 


Ae Six J. aie “Jena mm . a. ¥ akg Se ae 
virOTd Beha ot SHG are her > Slit 


li~ Go caten tho lewless ané not 
the innocent, thay the confidenbBe and coo ;orction of 

mereentea> of the Nexican »eople can we fsained ond help then 
Ovte IT CO o8 believe that any rac’ has a wononoly of all 


vittucs or of all wins; I Leliove tacre are soo and. bad 
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GO te @23°2 BSS Gitall 

ereente: e o.2 the race is 00d and resvttable citizens, that ve 
con afford to capitiligze that little ani offer inducements to 
She others br chowing that hhose who do richt will ve treaveé 


Pirht, Ubie will be the tcnickes: “ay oo 220 Dies to do rient. 


C You are norsonslly accuainted with some law abiding 


Paes A ee bay $a gh mie pe tad dee 
A absolutely, ie is ovr asset and nocersity. 


+ Y 54 na hese frag inn he) ye 6 oe ale ta ot = 
] You have sever had any trouble with wiexiean citizens? 


A if sever had any trouble with any of them. I heave been 
very iguch out of »watience with the way they work ed and the 


way they did sometises ané& al that, buy I have hee the gaae 
omerien “wivh 4&nuericsns I hired. In the oil 
“ot find all or the oil men that ere catisfactory. I em one 
that does net believe in the race line ov crine or gin or 


virtuee 


SXAMINSD BY Lite HCMILLAN: 

2 In the beginning of your testimony you spoke in general 
thet the actions of the xangers were satisfactory, but that 
there had been cases of misconduct. To your mind what con- 
stitutes misconduct in a Ranger? 

& I think if a xanger goes into a place to arrest & man 
and intimidates him and bullies him instead of simply arrest- 
ing him and doing what is necessary to arrest him that he is 
overstepping his authority. If he goes in and browbeats him 
or gun beats him or anything of that sort I don't believe it 
is right. If it is neces ary to do it because he is breaking 
away or trying to set away from kim, there are exceptionel 
circumstances which warrant it, but I do not think it is 
necessary to go any farther than necessary to accomplish this 
object. 

Q But you have information that there has been conduct 
of that kind? 

a We hear it all the time. It is self evident fact 
from what I gain in the Capitol and everywhere, that that 
is done to a certein degree by certsin men. It is common 
knowledge. That is the cause of this investigation, if I 
understand, so far as I can find out - it is the wrong doing 
of some - and I will say a small percertage, I judge of the 
Renzers, thet has brought the great shame upon the Rangers 
which is upon them todsy, and which is the cause of this 
investigation. ‘we are not developing anything new by admitting 
trat and I think that should be looked to just as essentially 
ac any other yart of it, but we need the Rangers down there, 

aXAMINGD BY itR. CANALaSs 

Q@ Colonel, there have been Rangers stationed at Brown- 
ville forseveral months past, haven't there? 


A I think they have been there almost continuously since 


I have been there. I haveh't kept close track of them. I know 
they are going and cominge 

& During this time you saw them often down town in the 
adnytime? 

A I have seen them there, yes sir. 

Q Judge Tidwell asked you about the gambling going 
rampant, sometimes the court house gang was in and sometimes 
the city gang was in, and wanted to get out,- this has happened 
while the Rangers were there? 

A While the Rengers were in the Valley? 

Q@ Yes, while the Rangers were in the Valley, in Browns. 
ville? 

& I could not swear to dates. I believe so, but I could 
not swear to dates, 

Q@ Isn't it a fact that the gambling has been permitted 
in Brownsville, sometimes protected by the City authorities and 
sometimes by the county authorities, and sometimes byconjunct- 
ion, and during all this time sometimes the Rangers have heen 
there? 

A I could not say protected. 

Q Well, overlooked? 

A&A It has not been cleaned out, yes, and the army officers 
have teken a hand in it to clean it out. I have heard that 
army officers said that it was about as rotten as anything they 
have been up against. They never told me that, however. 

& You know of the disturbances in restaurants and other- 
wise by Rangers there in the last four or five months? 

A No sire 

Q Captein Wright has only been stationed there a short 
time, since Captsin Teylor was relieved last December? 

& Yes, I believe so. 

Q Caotain Taylor had been stationed there a short time 
and since Cartain Stephens was relieved there? 


A Yes, I think so. 


. 
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2 In fact, Captsin Stephens was in Brovneville up to 
about the latter oart of August? 

& I believe Soe 

Q And prior to Captsin Stephens do you remember who 
used to be there - wasn't itCaptsin Ransom? 

& Captain Ransom was there during the bandit trouble. 

Q And then Captein Seunders, for a little while? 

A I believe so; yes, Captein Saunders. I have met 
Captsin Saunders once or twhce,. 

Q Captain Stephens was not trere possibly for more than 
about three or four months? 

& I should judge soe 

2 And then Captein Taylor was there about three or four 
months and Ceptain Wright simply about a month or so? 

A I think that Captain Taylor was there from the time 
of the removal of Captain Stephens up to a month ago, and 
Captéin iegioe eens in. 

Q You mean Captsin Wright came in? 

A Yes, Captein Wright. 

Q Now, those are the men that you say - Captain Stephens 
and Captain Wright - they have conducted themselves srreeably 
and nice, isn't that night? 

A I think so, to the best of my knowledge. 

Q Frior to that you said you noticed some drunkeness end 
mistreatnent? 

A Yes sire 

Q The incident sbout this man being tilled on the road 
from Foint Isabel to San Benito by Ranger Saddler and Sittre 
was under Captein Stephens' Command, wasn't it? 

A I don't know whose command that happened under. 

Q Under whose command at the time - It was Ranger Sittre 
wasn't it? 


A That could be very well esteblished. I heard it after 


8 


wey 


it hag happened sometime; it was rumored in the way that such a 
thing had haprened. 

Q Colonel, with regard to this taking part in polities, 
you stated in answer to Senator lave thet it was only lately - 
Is it not a fact that formerly they have always taken sides in 
intimidating voters at the election but it haprened to be on 
the prevailing side there and nothing wes said sbout it? 

& That Rangers participated in the elections? 

Q Yes, formerely? 

& We have understeod, and there has never been anything 
Gone about it, that they were co-operating with the Hing, 


Lh 


yes sir; that they came there and worked with the "ring." 

2 You recollect the time when the Independent larty had 
candidates therg two or three times during 1908, 1910 and 1912, 
then the kangers used to intimidate the - were used sat the 
polls there for the purpose of intimidating the voters - waen't 
that « fect? 

A I don't know. I could not say. I absolutely refused to 
hibernate with either the red orthe blues on lines down there 
at that time. “They both admitted to me that they haé their 
Slush funds and were fighting the devil with fire. I told them 
as long as they fought the devil with fire they would have two 
hells and allvould be the same - the only way was to fight 
tim with holy water, end when they organized a white party I 
vould teke part in it and we would have the red, white and 
blue, but Tt refused - I held tke right to vote for whom I pleased. 
They call me a Democrat because I wouldn't vote on the yellow dog 
basis; I told them I difn't believe in the yellow dog basis; I 
wouldn't follow it and I told them I would vote for whomsoever 
I pleased on whatever ticket pave me the best. man, and as long 


as they were both fighting the devil with fire, I wasn't going 


to go into the fighte 


2 Colonel, with regard to the friction between the 
sheriff then and the Rangers last summer, wan't it due to 
trie fact that there was ea candidate brougkt out arainst 
Cartein Venn and supported, that the Rengers were supporting 
that other esndidate as against Captsin Vann - wasn't that 
what the friction was due to? 

& The fect that a candidate was running against Venn? 

Q ‘Yes, and supported by the Rangers. 

A No, I don't think so. I think thet the cause of the 
Rangers looking into the proposition was the move that J.C. 
Bowie and myself headed to clean up politics down there and 
that we ren four dandidates, not because they were our choice 
of candidates but because they were not Jim wWells' choice. They 
were on opposite sides ~ they were neither red nor blue; they 
were iaiegenaenbe. some of them hadcrawled on their stomachs for 
Jim Wells’ support and hadn't got it so we put them on the 
ticket because we wanted somebody else and they got on the 
tickets and we did what we could on very short notice to oppose 
the ring, and we made a very good showing and have been patting 
ourselves on the backs. ever Since. 

Q @Wolonel, with regard to the trouble - 

A But as far as the Rangers interfering with the polls 
there, so far as I know, I took no part and didn't go out with 
them, but as far as I know the report came that one of the 
county officials was holding the election in one precinet and 
there was trouble in the other precinct and some people 
were deputized and went out there and just the condition that 
they found Mr. Bowie can tell you better than I can. 

Q With regard to the starting of that trouble in 1915, 
would you for the vdenefit of the committee give whet in your 
opinion you consider was the starting - I think you mentioned 
thet lynching of thet men by Yaniel Hinojosa and Frank Carr, 


or with their consent? 


A I did not state that it was them or that they had 
their consent. I stated that the man was started for Brownsville 
along in -- by Frank Carr - I douw't know that Daniel Hinojosa 
was with him at the time. He was his deputy. I know he was his 
deputye 

Q The character of Daniel Einojosa -~ do you know what 
kind of character he is? 

A Only what I have seen and heard of him. I heard him in 
the presence of a mess meeting down there state to ue all 
that he under Frank Carr's orders had collected ten dollars 
a weck from the booze gows and pussy joints and had divided 
it (don't put that down); he stated thet in a public meeting, 
and under that statement they were both arrested and put under 
& thousand-dollar bond; that was the last we heard of ite 

a hen he wes made a Ranger were you surprised, or not, 
at that character of man being placed on the Ranger force? 

A I don't know about my surprise at it. I was sorry. 

a Did you call attention of sny official with regard to 
thet matter? 

& Sinee I came here? 

% Yes sire 

& I mentioned it; yes sir. 


™o whom? 


& 


fr- 


I think to the Adjutant General and one of the gentle- 
men over there in the office. 

Q Now you were all at a mecting there with the Adjutent 
Gener:1? 

A Yes sir. 

a The whole delegation, practicelly all the parties were 
there? 


& Quite a number of us, yeSe 


@ And they asked his opinion 4s to what was the best 


method ts cope with the situxtion of tne Ranger question? 

A I dou't kiuow that we asked him thut question. 

Q Well, he offered some suxgestion &s to whut should be 
done, didn't he? 

A I think he simply suggested a cleaning up of the 
force, he was willing to clean it up and wasted to do so. 

Q And that the way to clean it was by raising salaries? 

A That and dischargiag the bad element. 

Q Now, Colonel---- 

A I understood from that office that they were going 
to discharge Daniel Hinojosa as svoa ss he had finished 
a certain job, as I understand the Adjutant General did not 
know his churacter. 

Q Do you think by raising the sulary of Vaniel Hinijosa 
or any mano, whether Mexican or Anglo-Saxon, that it would 
chauge his churacter? 

A It would lessen his temptatioa to collect money from 
booze gows; he would have something to live on if they 
raised his sulary,- he would have something to live on but 
I would not be in favor of taking my chunces on thate There 
is another class of Rangers I would te afraid of. One gentle- 
man told me that there was one gentleman who was a first cless 
Ranger but that he was there sot for the fifty dollars a 
mouth but for the sensation of the game. My ides about that 
is that @ mam who goes in thet business for the sensation of 
it at fifty dollars a month, if the sensation is not running 
high enough he is liable to the temptation to create the 
Opportunity to collect his pay, if that is the basis he is 
there one 

Q You said you have not met the personnel of the 
Rangers outside of Cuptain Stephens und Captain Wright, 
both of them very fine gentlemen. Outside of them do you 


know aay prigates, private Rangers? 


A If I were tv say here I did not know those genatleman 
they would meet me and sey afterwards, "Why did you deny thet 
you knew me?" I have met many of them but I have a faculty 
--traveling the country fifteen yeers, as I did, in the 
theatrical business and meeting ‘tom, Dick and Harry, never to 
speak to them again, I formed the habit of forgetting names 
in connection with faces. I can remember faces but I do not 
connect the name with the fase and I labor under & very sad 
disadvantage that waye I cannot say I kaow this man or thet 
mac for I may meet those men and speak to them because I know 
their faces, aud shake hands with them on @ friendly basis, but 
I dont remember their names many times afterwards. 

Q Do you know any other persous aside from those you 
mentioned taken out of jail and found dead next day around 
San Benito ia 1915? 

A I heard of them. I heard men say that they started to 
take them to this place or that place and they got to 
quarreling with each other and killed each other, and such 
things as that. That is what I don't believe in. That is what 
I am opposed to. 

Q Do you kaow Judge Purvis, who used to be Justice of the 
Peace, of san Benito? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you Mnow where he is? 

A I do not. The last I knew of him he was very sick and not 
expected to live. 

Q Where was he at thet time? 

A I think he was in San Benito. I think he was Justice of 
the Peace at that time. 

Q I want to examine him if he is there. 

MR. WURRISUN: If you will allow me to volunteer, [ think he 
is dead. 


THE WITHESS: I hadn't heard. 


(MR. CANALES) Q You did not see personally any of those 
man deaa around Sau Benito during this trouble? 

A I saw those two men that were out on my property and 
I saw two men that were brought ia from the back country and 
put in the back of a store that had been very badly beaten 
up but I doa't kaow whether it was soldiers or who it was that 
did that. 

MRe CANALES: That is all. 


KAAWMINED BY MR. TIDWELL: 

Q Have you ever heard any threats of personal violence 
to or toward Mr. Canales in that section of the country? 

A No, sire 

Q Now, you spoke while ago of that Mexican that is on 
the Runger force making a confession that he hud accepted 
bribes from the joints and other disreputable places; did he 
make that confession in that meeting,- was that before he wus 
appointed a Ranger or after he was appointed a Ranger? 

A I doa't know; my impression is he had been @ Ranger 
before and was our local assistant and that he afterwards has 
been put back ia the Rangers. I don't know of my own knowledge 
that he had ever been a Ranger before that time. 

Q Do you know whether or not the Adjutant General's 
office, if he was afterwards put back in the service, if he 
was put back in the service after this happened, do you know 
whether or aot the Adjutant General's office had ever been 
advised of his having made that couafession? 

A No, sir: I think the Adjutant General said thut he 
did sot know that. There is another point which is,- it 
takes cunsideratioa, they say, and it is an old aduge, "set a 
rogue tv catch & rogue." ‘hey say we have to have this fellow 
that has been in those slums and dives and knows the ropes to 


go get him, that he can do it better thun the man who don't 


’ 


Imow Lhe roves, better than a high-cless men. ‘Where is argument 
that, gentlemen. 


Shat is a matter thet is largely acadeiie rather than-- 


ce 
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A It is up to the head of it to tmew sho they get. I 


don't doubt that Daniel Hinojosa could -vor!: out a seheme as 


a detective,-~ it is not my intention or desire to go into 


cw 


the post, to ind fault or pick flaws or to criticize anybody-- 
Sas Gla Thal If you will pardon me, the Comuittee's 
tine @8 cett' ne to Very limited. 


A Lam lookin: to the future. 
THs USaltsiap: ve feel thet the exeninetion should be 


conducted on & <uestion ant answer basis ond -robably we can 


ty 


tae 2 DO: 6D hwant to ecsk one moro cucstion. 

é ynes hes :een the cless of tne Reancer service 

“or the inct :ichteen months, co:ared -ith tact of the Ranver 
corvice Jor the tishteen sonbhs preceding? 


I tninx there hes been a decided imnmrcvement, xs 


bh. 


far as our .ection of the country is concerned 

a fino Ranger servieé of 1915-167 

A I un orejudiced on that because--- 

c You cid not catch my cyestion. “Whe Renger service 
cor J91LD 22nl 1916 Wasn’t. £0 00d, Ghey 16,.4% the move of 2 

lawless mob than it was for 1.17 and 1.18, if I understand 
ou correctly? 

A Yoo, the cireunstances wers very di ferent; there wos 
one bandit civuation there thet year thet is not there now. The 
elose OF the war hes wiped out a ereat nenye-- 

Q pO you remember when the engine wor wreeked dovn there 


whieh the ongineer, Kendall, was killed? 


ae 
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hs 
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A I sav the wreck the next morning, yes, sir. 


Y hes year was that? 


“st 


A I think that was in 1915, 

4 Latter part of 1915? 

A I think so. 

Q Conditions were chaotic at that time? 
A Absolutely. 

Q And still were in 1916? 


& Yes sire 

Q How was it in 1917 and 1918 in resreet to its condition 
on 1915 end 1916? 

A Better. Here is a thing that possibly bears upon it. 
I don't want to take up too much time, but false reports and - 
& panic was made there by false reports, as an incident, there 
cane a report to town one time that there wereseventy bandits 
in camp down there ready to take the town, and the soldiers 
went down one side of town, fifty or sixty, and civilians on the 
otter side, and when they got there there was one 01d Mexican 
and their little boy and one old burro and tortillo and they had 
oulled fess to thatch their cottage, that is all their was to it. 
The next report went out over the United States that Mr. Jim 
Landrum's daughter who was married at Brovmsville and came with 
their automobile to San Benito had to duck from bullets fired by 
these Ranrers - or those bandits. Bhose things were believed end 
the air was rife with reports of such things. when we spoke to a 
newspaper who gave out such things he defended himself by 
saying he could nct follow up those reports, to trace them 
down before he sent the news in and that he got four dollars a- 
piece for every one of those scoops he sent in, that's the 
condition. 

CEAIRMAN BLaDSOs: He was getting his take-off was he? 


& He was getting his take-off. 
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A Ho, I don't gnow anything 
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CHAIRMAN BIEDSOE;: I am going to gay to you we are going 
to get off of this brangh of the investication pretty soon. 
We eannot spend all our time on this generel eentdition down 
there. We wust go into specifia facts and mattere leoking 
more to the ultinate conclusion of the investigation, 

MR. HEYFOOD: Thet ie wheat I want to give you, some specific 
facts about raide anéd murders up there ani I am locking for 
Mr. Avant down on the noon trein,. 
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Tee Re MELLICAN, 


heaving first been duly avorn by Ur. Tidwell, testified 
before the Committee, as follows: 

(Examined by Chairmen Bledsoe) 

Q Give the stenographer your name, age, ocaupation and 
residence. 

A My neme ia i. Re Hillican; Baptist minister out in 
the trans-Fecos country, for over thirty-one years, 

Q Where dao you live? 

A At Alamo, Hudspeth County. 

Q Did you ever live down in San Benito? 

A os 1 am out in that upper Rio Grange country from 
El Paso down as far as Alpine, that Big Bend country, 

@ Doe you know anything about conditions exieting below 
Brownsville and that country? 

A Not a thing except in a general wey as I see in the 
papers. 

Q@ You ere up in the--- 


A Yes, Sierro Blanco is sur county seat, where the two 
Railroads, the T. & F. and the Southern Pacifia come together. 

Q How long have you lived in that country? 

A I have been living at Alamo, I believe, will soon be 
nineteen years,- thirty-one years (ago) the first of Satober 
T went to iidlend. 

Q Have you or not been acquainted with the Ranger force 
that hag been operating in that immediate section the last 
two or three years? 

A Yes, in a goneral way, and some of them in a particular 
WAY | 

Q All right. How many of them have you known and do 
you know intimately? 

A Y¥Well, I know, I have known a good many of them tolerabily 
intimately and not very intimately either. I know them in a 
general way and meet them and sometimes when there is a bunch 
of them at Valentine I heve gone out several tines and taken 
meals with them; the same way at Sierro Blanoo, When Captain 
MoDonalé's company was stationed there, years ago, befere we 
had much town, 

Q Y¥hat hae been the cheracter and condition of men con- 
etituting the Ranger force in your vicinity, say for the last 
two or three years? 

A It has been, as far ae I mow and could understand, 
@ll right. There was one of the Rangers killed ea man, s 
soldier, in Bl Paso, in a saloon. That ofeated a good deal of 
etir; thet wae four or five yeara ago. I understand--I cannot 
remember dates and names--but it was in the papere, and he was 
indicted ani tried,- I don't just know what beoame of the 
matter, Whisky was, I suppose, et the bottom of it. Mr. Sentés 
wes ordinarily said to be a fine officer dow below and et 
Places he was said to have done good work but from the reports 
he and the soldier that he first got in a fight with, thet he 
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A Yes, Sierro Blancs is our county seat, where the two 
Reilroads, the T. & F. and the Southern Pacifica come together. 

Q How long have you lived in that eountry? 

A Tf have heen living at Alamo, I believe, will soon be 
nineteen years,~ thirty-one years (ago) the first of Setober 
I went to iidlend. 

Q Have you or not been acquainted with the Ranger force 
that. has been opersting in that immediate section the last 
two ox three years? 

A Yes, in a general way, and some of them in « partioular 
Ways 

Q All right. How many of them have you kmown and do 
you know intimately? 

A Well, I know, I have known a good many of them tolerably 
intimately and not very intimately either. I kmow then in a 
general way and meet them and sometimes when there is a bunch 
of them at Valentine I have gone aut several times end taken 
meals with them; the saue way at Sierro Blanco. hen Captain 
MeDonalé's eompany was stationed there, years ago, befere we 
hag much town, 

Q What has been the cheracter and condition of men con- 
atituting the Ranger force in your vicinity, say for the last 
two or three years? 

A It has been, as far se IT kmow and coula understand, 
ell right. There was one of the Rangers killed a man, a 
eoldier, in Bl Pase, in a saloon. That cfeated a gooé deal of 
stir; thet wes four or five years ago. I understand--I cannot 
remember dates and names--but it was in the papers, and he was 
imiicted and tried,- I don't just know what became of the 
matter, Whisky was, I suppose, at the bottom of it. Mr. Sents 
wes ordinarily eeid to be a fine officer down below and at 
places he wae said to have done good work but from the reports 
he and the soldier that he first got in a fight with, that he 
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beat up was-~- 

Q You are testifying about matter you have no pereonal 
knowledge off 

A TI @on't know personally except what I read in the 
papers. 

Q You ere referring to the killing of that old sergeant 
by Sends? 

A Tf don't knew anything personally about it, 

Q teat's limit your testimony to the matters about which 
you have personal knowledge. I would rather you teil us about 
the Rangers that you have known personally and what the 
character of their operation has been in your neighborhood, 

A Well, Captein Hughes was out in our country for ea 


long tine. 
Q Who was? 
A Geptain Hughes. 
Q That wae-~- 


A That ie beck several years, Then came Captain MoDonald 
and then Captain Fox. Mr. Vaughn end Mr. Bishop and Mr. MoKen- 
sie and various men have been out there as Rangers, ané Mr. 
Goodwin, 

Q Have you known of any misconduct on the part of any 
Rengera in your comuunity an the last two or three years? 

4 I Ge not. There was sone reports about something that 
happened down on the river about some Mexicans that had been 
arrested and killed, - some connected the angers with it 
ani some connected various enes,- I don't know a thing about 
it personally. 

Q You have no information you could give us about it? 

A TI have no persoml conncotion with the matter, 

Q Ie there any question by any member of the committee? 

A How, I would iike to make some statement about greet 


need we have of the Rangers cut there, 


CHAIRMAN BIZDSOE: Se far as the Comittee is concerned, 
I em sure we are going to concede that the necessity 
exiats, We had just as weil understand that now, 

What is the feeling of the Comittee with reference to it? 

SENATOR PAGE: Y do not think there is any question about 
the necessity for the Ranger force. 

TE WITNESS: Ye eould not live out there without it. 

We could not exist without if. 

BXAMINED BY SEHAGOR WILLIFORD: 

Q You say you are a minister? 

A Yea, sire 

Q Traveling a good deal? 

A Yes, sir. 

G Up enti dew the river? 

A Sir? 

Q Up and down that country? 

A All ever that country, 

Q Did you hear eny serious complaint against the 
Rangers from the good peoplef 

A Bo, from good people it was all in favor of the 
Rangers. 

Q De you knew of any inatance of them abusing any 
people or being boisterous in their presence? 

A Ho, I do not, 

Q Or mbking arreate in an unwarranted manner? 

A Ho, I do not. As far as my acquaintance with them and 
my ascociation with them, it has been--I have slept in the sane 
room a number of times at Velentine with then. 

How many Rangers ere located in your town now? 
Ve have none in Blanco, 

Have none? 

Marfe ia the headquarters, 

Do you visit Marfa frequently? 
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I am there about once a month, passing through, 
How long de you stay there? 

T am just passing through there, 

Den't step off? 

Yes, I stop off; usually spend the night going to 
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Fort Davie and get a meal sometimes at night as I come back, 

Q Have you seen a Texas Ranger out there intimidating 
or mistreating a citizen in any way? 

A M¥Xo, sir. 

Q Hae any citisen come to you in any locality where 
you are and apectfied any particular place or time when he 
was mistreated by Texas Rangers? 

A Wo, I don't remember of anything of that kind and 
the only cooasion that I know now about the Rangers being drunk 
out in there in the lest years were the ones I spoke of, but 
personally I don't know anything about it. 

Q We are not going that many years back--at least I 
don't ‘want to. 

CHATRHUAN BLSDSOE; I guese that is about all that the 
gentleman knows. 

A&A We have had raide out there dating back to a number of 
years dewn to last spring when Glen Hevils was killed down 
south of Yan Horn, 

CHATRMAN BLEDSCE;: De you desire to ask him? 

MR. GANAIES; Ho, sir, 


mXnYo te Xo Kolo Rat oX ao KoaXoa 


CHAIRMAN BLEDSOE: Judge Moses, do you desire to make any 
etatement thie afternoon? 

JUDGE DAYTON MOSES: If I make any I would desire to meke 
4t this afternon beoause I em leaving. 


DAYTON MOSES, 

having been first duly sworn by Mr. Tidwell, of the 
Comittee, and being examined, gave the following testimony:. 

EXAMINED BY CHAIRMAN BLEDSGE ; 

Q Give the stenographer your name and residence? 

4 Dayton Moses; Fort YORTH. 

Q You are one of the attorneys for the Texas Cattle 
Raisers’ Association? 

A Yes, oie 

Q How long have you been? 

A MNearly three years. 

Q During that time you have become more or less familiar 
with the operation of the cattle industry and its business up 
and down the Rio Grande river? 

A Yee, sir. 

Q Many of the residents of that country are engaged in 
stock raieing? 

4 Yes, sir. 

Q And are members of your aasoolation? 

4 Yes, sir. From El Fuso to Brownsville. 

Q Your duties as a member of that assogiation has brought 
you more in contect with them than heretofore? 

A Yos, sir. 

QR Do you understand the conditions existing there and 
oem you tell us what necessities exist for the continuation 
ef the Ranger force along the berder, if the necessities de- 
mang, or conditions, rather? 


A Tf think it ie necesssry that the Ranger ferce be eon~ 
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timed in operation along the entire interm tional boundary 
line from Kl Paso to Brownsville; the necessity exists by 
reason of the fact that te 4 very large extent it is a sountry 
of megnificient distances, large renches, rough land, The 
topography of the oountry prevents it from being thiokly 
populated. A great many of the people who live on this side 
of the river are of 6 different race from our own. There are 
@ good many people ebi-aveunéd of our own race who live on thie 
eide of the river who are not our dest cltizens, and the 
dangers of banditry from the unhappy country on the other 

side fis our menace and threatening, and unquestionably will 
continue for several years, ami that, coupled with the fact 
that in the lover portion of the river country from Laredo 
south ané north from the river for a distance, in soma places, 
of 150 wiles, the country is extremely brushy, which mes it 
easy for theives and bandits to hide, and it ie unfortunately 
true that the sympathy that exists because they are of the 
game rece, there ere a greet many Mexicans on this side of the 
river who perhaps do not themaclves violate the lew yet they 
harbor, or it ia generally supposed, at least, that they 
harbor men who are believed to be violators of the law, who 
either cross the river from the other gide or local talent 

on this side of the river, makes it necessary to have a force 
thet in the discharge of their duties, constantly, or et least 
@ pertion of tham, are conatantly on the scout. 

Some questions were suggested this morning as to whether 
or not the sheriff's department could handle these situations. 
It i9 unfortunately true that our peace officers in Texas are 
not paid ag much money as they ought to be paid, especially 
in the smaller counties. I¢ ia probably true that in the city 


they are paid too wuch meney, but what is commonly know as 


eguntry counties, they are not paid enough money to justify 
keeping men, deputies constantly on the goout, and I think 


it is absolutely necessary thet the force be continued, end 


I will go further and say thet 1f the Ranger forgo was abolished 
or if 4¢ was coneluded thet the legislation whloh is now pend- 
ing in the House would have the effect to destroy ite efficiency 
thet the business of raising stock, asttle, sheop and goats, 
elong the entire boréer line would extremely hasardous and would 
result in unquestionable loss to the owners of that atoak. 

UR. TIDWELL:; Q There was & wealthy Mexican down on the 
border e few years ago, I do not recall his name,- the bandite 
srossed the river and carried him into Mexico and then. he was 
brought back and killed: do you remember that? 

A Wo, sir, Judge. I personally am not familier by aotual 
knowledge of conditions in what is known as the Valleye I 
only know of those conditions from the reports of men whom I 
know live down there. I never had any ocession to personally 
tmow the conditions along the lower Kio Grande. I do not regell 
the incident to which you refer, 

Q Something vas said about some special men, You are 
paid ag legal adviser of the atock asscoolation? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Po you know anything about that? 

A ‘Yes, sir. 

Q@ <Abont how many men do they have in the service--- 

A Tf oan not answer that question in the sense it hes been 
asked. The Gattle Raisers’ association, in order to make it a 
perfect recom, is an organisation of oatile men who live prinoi- 
pally in the State of Texas; of course there are a good many 
in other States. In the handling of the affairs of the assootat- 


fon we have whet sre known as Inepectors, There are about 


fiftye-nine of those Inspectors. Some of them are stationed out- 
side of the State of Texas. Tore are brand inspectors and 
what are known as Field men. The field men, in the discharge 
of their duties are expected to hunt out cases of cattle lar- 
geny, to ascertain who is gulity, if they osn, and to assist. 
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local officers in working up evidence in the case, Lloeating the 
witnesses and ascertaining what they know, with svecific 
instructions from the general managers of the Cattle Kaisers' 
Association to work in conjunction with looal peace officers 
of the county in which they may be stationed. 

Those brand inspectors are also charged with the duty and 
responsibility of assisting the local officera in eny sases 
of theft that oocgur in their immediate vicinity, and in order 
to essist them, make them of more assistance to the looal 
officera and to give them greater authority to assist in 
enforaing the lew, the Adjutant General has been kind enough 
on application made to his department by my firm, to appoint 
quite a number of them Special Rangers, They are serving, 
of course, without pay to the State of Texas, with the distinot 
understanding that they are subject to be osalled on at any 
time by looal officers of the county in which they may he 
stationed or by such orders as the Adjutant General may give 
theme 

GHAIRMAN BIZDSOE: Row, going beale to the conditions ex- 
isting, more eepecially in the Western portion of the State and 
along the International boundary, you were stating the reasons 
for the continuation of this Ranger foroe: Your judgment is 
that 16 is absolutely necessary for the Ranger force to be 
mainteined? 

A Yes, sir. 

G@ Now, how many men are kent, as far as you know, in that 
part of Texas, by the department? 
In the Ranger force? 
Yes. 
I eould not say, Ure Chairman, the number, 
; You have met and been associated with a great nunber 
of then? 

4 Yee, aire 
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Q Have met them at courts and other places? 

A Yes, I tkmow a greet many of then. 

Q What character of nen constitute the Kanger ferce in 
thet seotion of the country, more especially? 

A Well, my acquaintance-- I kmov Captain’right very 
well; have known him for many, meny years. I Imow Captain 
Barlow, who is still in the service, for twenty yeers, I 
know Captain Taylor very well. I kmow Captain Willis, who ia, 
YT believe, stationed at Taredo. I know Captain Ryan, and f 


have net some other men, some of thefy names TI might be able 
to call, others I might not be able to call their naneas, 
but I met them at court. This last fall T had occasion to 
meet Captaina Vright and Ryan and Willis and several of their 
men, They were able to procure the teatimony of same gattle 
stealing that occurred on the line of Atascosa and Prie 
eounties, end it was fair to say, and not Imooking the Leoal 
officers to say thet 1t was through thoir offorts that rather 
a wholassle cattle steeling propositioa was exposed and the 
grand jury have found ocertein indictment that are pending in 
the courts down there now for trial. 

Q During your sesociation with the Rangers have you 
ever imown of any lavless conduct on tho part of any Ranger? 

A Do you mean in the last two or three years? 

Q Yes, ina reasonable time, say since your gonnection 
with the Cattle haisers' ASSeclation? 

A Ho, none since that time. Of course T have inom 
Rangers for about fourteen years. as Uistrict attorney in e 
rather large district where the Kangers were frequently oalled 
to attend gourtea when certain important cases were being tried. 
It is wy belief, beaed upon what I have heard and what I have 
seen. that the personnel of the Ranger force has been very 
mush hottered anfishei:r eenftet has very:mugh imvreved in the 
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to very many of the good people of the State. Much of it isa 
better now than it wae a good many years ago. 

@  ¥eould you make any suggestions as to the improvement 
of the forée at this time? | 

AE wust heartily endorse what has been said by other 
witnesses that they ought to be paid more money, and I think 
that they ought to be paid more money, end I think there ought 
te be a closer watoh kept on them by the Adjutant General, and 
4n referring to this I would say thet the same thing would be 
true perhaps of other Adjutant Generals who preceded Generel 
Harley, and I believe this very investigation that 1a going on 
here now will have a good effect and will have the effect to 
an adventage of the Rangers. Some of them, it is not necessary 
to say, or anything of that sort, that in the discharge of 
their duties they must respect the rights of the oitisens. 
They must not resort to any brutelity or to any unnecessary 
harehness in makivg arresta or in the investigation of orime. 

Q You then think that the personnel of the force could 
gradually be improved and built up? 

A Yes, sir, I think so, Just as a matter of sompariaon, 
we are very proud of our inspection force of the Cattle baisers' 
Aescalation. Once in a while some member of the force is let 
out when complaints are mde that would indiaate that he ie not 
a proper man and not a good citisen, but teke it es a whole, 
with fifty-dollar men on the pay roll, it is, really, I think, 
a very fine body of men and they are splendid peace officers, 
but we are able to hold thet cless of men begause they are 
paid all the way from seventy-five Wollera to two hundred and 
fifty dollare a month. The menner in whieh they are recompensed 
for their services might have « tendenay, as compared with the 
Ranger pay, might have a tenfenay to atéract more Gesirable men 
er men who in the G@ischarge of their duty éo not employ some 
Of the harsh methods for whieh Rangers have been criticized so 


much in the paste 


Q The fact of the business is, you pameple keap in pretty 
glose touch with thoee of your men? 

A Yea, air. 

Q You have regular reports from them you kmow where 
they are and vhat they are doing? 

A Yee, sir; the drend inspectors are required to mate 
daily reporte; the field inspectors are required to make re- 
porte et the end of esch trip that they may make ané if the 
trip is eontinued for several weeks they are expected to make 

ypporte during thet time. ‘The general manager of the Cattle 
Raisers’ Asscooiation at all times, I have found, is able to 
locate any of hie inspectors by the conetent communication 
that is going on between theme 

Q You demand absolute observance and respect for the 
rights of others at all tines? 

A At all times, 

Q <And promptly investigate the compleinte made? 

A Premptly investigate all complaints made and to 
assist whenerer the officers, even if it is not a osttle 
larceny case when gelled on by locel officers, because no 
conviction oan be had in any county on eveidence furnished by 
brené inspectore who may be special Rangers unless the officials 
of the county want a conviction and go out and fight for it, 

@ Do you think a man who has not proper regard for the 
rights of others and whe Would want to bully ané run over the 
helplesa oltisen beoav«...-2 could by resson of his office, 
ought to be continued on the Renger ferce? 

A No, I don't think that oharacter of man ought to be 
continued on the Ranger force, I don't think that oharacter 
of man ought to be continued on the Hanger force, police 
foroe.or in the sheriff's Cepartment or constable's force, 
because there is no room now, in my opinion, for lawlene 


men ermed with the authority of a gun, as peace officers, 
| {i i 
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EXAMINED BY SENATOR PAGE: 

Q Do you not think it would be a good idea for the 
Captain of the Ranger foroe, whenever his men heve ongaged 
in @ personal difficulty, that he should make a personal 
investigation of that, especially if it is a citizen end thet 
€ue report of that should be made to the Adjutant’ General's 
department and if it is found that the Ranger wes im the wrong 
in 4¢ that he ought to be inzediately discharged? 

4 I think go. 


BXAMINED BY MR. MoMILLIN: 

Q@ Did you mow Mr. Haymer? 

A Yea, sir. 

Q How long did you know him? 

4 TI have mown Mr. Haymer about five yoars. 

@ Has he heen on the Ranger force ever since you knew 


4A Hot actively. He has only been on the Ranger force 
actively e few monthe, since the time I first got acquainted 
with him. what I mean by actively ia, on the pay rolls 

Q Do you sonelder him, Mr, Haymer, & proper man te be on 
the Rangor foroe, frow your knowledge of hin? 

4 Well, I don't oare to give my opinion in regard to aay 
partioular man, Mr, MoMillin, I don't know of anything thet 
My. Haymer hag dqne singe he hes been an active member of 
Captain Taylor's oompany and, so far aa I kmow, since he has 
been on the pay rell of the State, that morits any oriticiom at 
ali, to my kmowledge. 

@ You would net care to testify as to his general reput- 
ation before he asame on the pay roll? 

A Well, his general reputation in the counties where I 
knew him is oweing to who you telk to, I will say this; I de 
not desire to shirk anawering any question that ought to be 
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anewered or withheld any information that ought to be given 
the committees but I imew Mr» Haymer in Kimball County first; 
it was a county that was overrun with goat thieves-~ that 
seemed to be the prevailing custom of the thieves out there, 
to steal goats, ani the danger was so great ani they were 
lesing se much stogk that Mr. Haymer was employed by the logal 
oitisens there and peid a salary, I understand, to aseist in 
trying to discover ani ascertain the namea of men who were 
guilty of that partioqular offense, There wise a great deal of 
goet stealing going on,--I know that by reason of the inveati- 
getion in the grand jury, of which I was district attorzey. 
There were a great many undesirable oitisens in thet county 
at that time,--at thet time-~they have perhaps reformed now-- 
and there rere e great many good oitizens of the county who 
believed that sone of the methods that were used towards sue- 
pects were too harsh. There wae one element in thet country 
who believed Mr, Haymer wes a first olasea man and a first 
clases officer and there was enother element, and they were 

not all bad wen, there were a great many good men whe be- 
lieved thet he wes entirely too harsh ant too harsh as an 
officer in the discharge of hie duties, t think that would be 
e fair statement of the situation of the perty in that county, 
At other places I have-~-~ I know of no complaint---I have hoard 
of no complaint, at least egainet Mr. Haymer in any other 
eounty except in thet section out there. 

Q The general complaint, as I understend from you, is 
thet as an officer or an employee of them, I don't know which 
you would call him, he wee rether harsh in hie methede of 
Gealing with suspects? 

4 I have heard that stated, yes, sir, 

Q That was the main aause of complaint? 

A Yee, and right on that point, as a prosecutor of a 
good many years atanding and aa of a deputy sheriff of a little 


standing, I have no patience with any man who in malting an 
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arrest will unnecessarily use a simgshooter or find it nec-~ 
essary to use vile epithets toward the man that he ia arrest~- 
ing. Of course, if a person is resisting errest that is a 
aifferent proposition but any officer who is prone to pull 
his sixshooter and use vile epithets toward the who ig sbout 
to be his prisoner, and beat him over the head or threaten 

to, even if he does not, that is conduct unbecoming an officer 
or anybody e180. 

EXAMINED BY SENATOR WILLIFORD: 

Q Gould you offer any suggestion for the betterment of 
the Kangers? 

A I think the Adjutant General ought to get all the 
information possible as to the type of men applicable for 
the position of ‘angere and to select men whom be beliecves 
to be good men and have the gapacity to make good pease 
officers. It is not every good man who can make a good peace 
officer and if they get on the force I think he ought to 
keep in constant touch with them and if he finds any man is 
guilty of eonduot unbecoming a gentleman he ought to be fired. 

Q What would be a fair selery, in your judgment? 

A Well, I don't mow, I should say that the salary of 
privates ought to be not less then seventy-five dollars e 
month. I believe that if the salary of the private Hangers 
was made seventy-five dollers a month tt would be very 
attractive to a great many good men, and inorease if from time 
to time, as they have eaéé stayed in the service many, many 
years; in other words, have oorporals and sergeants, they aan 
do thet, and when one has become very proficient and has a 
long anf honorable service, that he might get a little more 
money than one who atarte in at the bottom, 
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Q In consideration of what Ranger service coste in re- 
garé to protecting life and property, ie it « paying propos- 
ition to the State, you think? 

A Yes, I think leaving out the protection of Life slong 
the border ond limiting if solely to the value of property 
in dollars and cents that they proteot from the depredations 
of thieves, that the amount of property that they protect 
and keep from being stolen exceeds many, many times the coat 
of the Ranger service,8o0 matter how much it has spent, when 
they had the largest number in the servioe,. 


RXAUTNED BY UR, VoMTLLIN: 

& On aasount of your intimate connection with the Ranger 
service the couittee would like to know your opinion about 
the bonding feature of the Kanger force: What do you believe 
about the practical features of that? 

A My Judgment is, you might as well repeal the law 
providing for the Ranger service as to adopt that features of 
the Canales’ bill. 

Q You think it fs impractical? 

A Yeoa,- I think it is imprectiaal. There are a great 
many other counties avay from the border, and sometimes an 
unfortunate political situation existe , and those situationa 
ere not confined to the lower Rio Grende. They exist in our 
{nterlor counties, sometimes fights arise in which one side, 
the sheriff i9 a good man, we will say, and one side has no 
confidence fri the sheriff ~ they believe the sheriff is trying 
to asehssinate one of their bunch,- when a case of thet sort. 
rises sowe of the Rangers come in there and they are ordinarily 
accepted by both sides,if they don't use too harsh methods, an 
being the conservators of the peace and are reapeated by both 
sidee ani a great deal ef good is done, In the county of 
San Saba, with the facte of whieh I am familiar, ea good many 


years ago they had a mob condition in that country in which 
more than twenty men were assassinated in eighteen months. 

I Go not believe that condition ever would have been settled 
except for the Rangers in that country, for fourteen years after 
thet was broken up, after assassinations had ceased T was 
aistrict attorney and I don't know of any more lew abiding 
county in Texas to-day then San Saba County, and I believe the 
more thoughtful people of that county now, and practically all 
of them are unanimous in that opinion that it was due to the 
Rangers that that unhappy sondition wae relieved. 

CHAIRMAN BLEDSOE s Q You think the day for having a bad 
man on the Ranger force hes passed? 

A Yes, sir. I don't think there ever was en necessity 
for them in the firet place and if there ever was it oortainly 
does not exist at this tine. 

Q And if such e man is on the force now who maintains hie 
position ty reason of his reputetion as e bad man or killer 
or enything iike that, it is time.to get rid of him? 

A TI think so, 

Q You think the whole foree would be bettered by removing 
any such man who may be on there? 

& Tf think so. 

Q You spoke about these men being sent into the interior 
counties; 60 you think they should be sent into those counties 
only on the request of the sheriff, distriot attorney or districts 
judge? 

A f think that {6 a very good mile, and thet is, as I 
understand, the rale now, that Kangers will not be sent to a 
county except on the request of such officers as you naned, 
usually on the request of the sheriff. I. believe that if the 
sheriff in any county--if the sheriff, district judge end 
district attorney all agree that there is no necessity for 
rengers to be sent to a county, that with the chareoter and 
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type of men that we heve in thoee offices that we oan safely 
leave tho Rangers out of any county where those officers are 
oppesed to their going in. It might be that a weak man, 
not mecessarily a bad man, but a weak man might be in the 
shoriff's office, but it would hardly be probable that the 
sheriff and diatrict attorney and distriot judhe would all 
three be bad men or so weak as to agree to some proposition 
of that sort to keep the Rangers out when they should go. 

Q Don't you think that in a county of that kind where 
the Kangera are sent in and they make an arrest that they 
should not undertake to handle the law independently of «11 
local officers but should report to the sheriff or dietrict 
judge immediately? 

A 1 think as soon as any man is arrested in any gounty 
for an offense committed in that county he ought to be immed- 
fately taken to the county judge,at the county seat where 
there is always a magistrate, to be handled and disposed of by 
the loeal authoritios, 

Q Do you think that the Ranger force should have a right 
to go into s jail and conduct a private inveatigation, using 
a threat of hanging or immediate execution, or turning the 
man over to a mob. to obtain a statement from hin? 

4 If they 414 not intend to do that, if they are Just 
cemouflageing, porsonally I don't know that there is any 
epecial injury done to him; however, I don't think that he 
ought to be inaulted or abused or anything of that sort. Of 
eourse, in getting confessions from criminals, you eannot 
always just treek a line and tell the slisged erininal the 
whole truth because sometimes you have $@ make him believe that 
you know ea great deal more than you do know or make hin believe 
you know something when often you don't knew anything at all. 


EXAMINED BY SENATOR VILLIFUD: 

Q Can you get a conviction from a confession obtained 
that way? 

A No, we have a confession law in this State that is 
found in no other State in the Union, that absolutely prohibits 
the introduction of any ceafession at sll made while under 
arrest, 

Q Wasn't it just such mnduct as that that ia gomplained 
of that brought that about? 

A Tf don’t know, 

Q Wasn't you District Attorney at the time {¢ was done? 

A ‘Yes. Y will say thet it was by reason of the testimony 
of officers in some portions of the State to whom if was 
eleimed that the prisoners always confessed that brought 
about the enactment of this statute, or at least, that was 
claimed at the time of ite enactuamt, 

Q You would not---- 

A I will easy this,- I do not think any confession ought 
ever to be used unices it eleariy shows that 1% was freely and 
voluntarily made. 

Q Say that the Rangers go into the jail at night where a 
wan is, he is there a prisoner, ho is amenable to the laws of 
the State, and they undertake by threats of taking hia life, even 
going to the extent of putting a rope sround his neck and 
pulling him up a wall of the jail and making him believe he is 
‘about to be hanged in order to make him confess, 40 you think 
aman guilty of those things ought to be retained on the force? 

A Well, I would not do that if I was a peace officer, 

Q If you were in cherge of a force would you permit it 
from your men? 

A No, I would not. permit my men to do that if I had 


oharge of them as a peace officer, 
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Q Don't you think it te a mistake to pat Rangers into any 
county where the sheriff, distriet judge and aletrict attorney 
all are opposed to their remaining there? 

A Ae a general proposition I would say yee, that would 
be a mistake to take them to any such county, 

QR Kepecially the more densely populated seotion? 

A Unless there vas some reagan to make an exception to 
the rule~-«in other words, some exceptional--substantiel facte 
that showed that the district Judge or the district. attorney 
end the sheriff were not thomselves acting as good oltisens, 

Q Iwill not ask you for your opinion on any man but who 
igs Robinson, if you know? 

A Ur. Robinson is ranch menagor for dulian Bassett. 

Q Is he on the force, ae fer es you know, either as a 
regular or special ranger? 

A T don't know. 

Q Ie he in any sense ompjoyed by or under the direction 
of the Texas Cattle Raisers’ Asscolation? 

A No, sir. 

© He is no longer with them? 

A iio, he resigned to accept the position with Jalian Bas- 
gett as ranch manager. Mr. Bassett has known him for some 
twenty years. 

Q Is this man Sands working for the Cattle “aisers! 
Asecotation in any way? 

& Ho, and never has, e@ fer as I know, 

Q@ Have you or could you secure for us a list of the 
employees of the Texas Cattle Kalsers Association who are 
especial rangers? 

A Yes, I will be very glad when I go to Fort orth to 
furnish you their names and addresses, They are scattered 
throughout the Northwest, west, southwest and southeast Texas. 

Q 8o fer eas you know they are all high class law-abiding 


mon? 
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A Yes, they are belicved to be such and [I believe them 
to be sueh and I will say further thet I have heard of no 
ecuplaint being made egainet any of those mon by reason of any 
migsonduct on their part es officers, 

Q De you think an unpardoned convict, a man who had been 
eonvicted of a felony end served his time in the penitentiary 
ané ic unpardoned should be put on the force as a ranger? 

A I would not do it if I was Adjutant “eneral because if 
he is worthy to go on the foree he would be worthy to receive 
e pardon. 

Q De you think any man who is under sonviotion of & 
felony end his case is pending on appeal before the court of 
appeals should be permitted to serve on the Kanger force? 

A So, I think that is contrary to good sound public policy 
éuring the pendensy of the appeal. 


BXAMINGD BY SENATOR WILLIFORDs 

You are in court a good deal’ 

Yes, sir. 

Ani see the Kangers in court a good deal as witnesses? 
Yes, sir. 

Whet ie their standing bofore courts and juries? 


So > © YF» 6 


A I have had occasion to use them aa witnesses ag dis- 
trict attorney and as assistant diatrict attorney in prosecut- 
ing cases a number of times in the last several years ani I 
have not know of one that did not command the rospect of the 
people in the county where the oase was being tried. Sow, of 
course, & suggestion made to Mre Saymer while ago.-~- he was 
mot what you might term an active Hanger, Mr. Haymer with « 
great many people in Kimball county was very unpopular and T 
am prepared to say that a great many of those men who did not 
like Haymer are as good citisens as I am, but with that except- 
fon , the Rangere that I have used were men who mace a good 
impression before the people, 


Q Had good standing befere the jury? 

A Yes, in other words I thought their standing was 
sufficient to put them on the atand, being willing to Sisk 
their testimony and the effect it would have. 


EXAMINED BY YW. CANALES: 

Q Judge Hoses, you have been district attorney for a 
mumber of years? 

A Yes, air. 

Q And now are a, practically a sort of assistant district 
attorney in the prosecution of theft cases, as a representative 
of the Cattle Retsersa’ Assocolation? 

A Well, I assist in the proseéution of cases where the 
logal diatrict ettorney requests me to come ins 

Q Do you know of any bad officers? 

A You mean local officers? 

Q Yeas; or otherwise? 

A Well, I don't know. Y find some once in so while 
thet I imagine it was probably a mistake when they were elected 
to the office,- don't have a turn for it. To ssy I ‘now any 
corrupt officers, { could not sag I know any right now. Of 
course it is not every good man who will make a good poace 
officer. 

-@~—soSvery peace officer you heve come into contact with 
is a good man? 

A Wo, Y would not sey all. of them, 

Q Laying aside the captains, because ae e general rule 
{t is elmost a universele rule to select very good men for 
a captain of the “tate Kangere,- coming down to privates, if 
you were Adjutent General todey would you retain all the 
Rangers you have mot now,- you have met in the last year or 
two,- all those good Rangers you sey you have met in the last 
year or soft 
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4 I saw a great bunch of them at Pearsall and Karnes City 
in the last two or three months: they were members of Captain 
¥right's company, Captein Ryan's andi Captain Willis’ company. 

I would say unhesitatingly that I would retain every one of 
those boys. 

Q Iam simply asking you, this proposition: You have 
come in contack with practically ell of them, all you have 
cone in aontact with in the last year or so, would you retain 
them, whether they belong to Captain wright's company or to any 
other company. would you retain them in the service? 

A f Gon'’t know whethor I would or not. ‘There is some of 
them I think have only met casually, the only ones [ have met 
in the 4ischarge of their duties, since I have teen with the 
Cattle Naisers' Aescosiation. have been cown in that portion 
of the country, in the Southern portion of the State, and I kmow 
of no reason why any of those men ought to be discharged nor 414 
I hear of any complaint of any of those mens 

Q In other words, you are willing to state here thet all 
the Nangers that are now in the service are good Kangers? 

A  f don't mow: There wre a great many Kengere in the 
service I do not know, and have not had an opportunity to meet. 

@ Sut all the “angers you ¢o \mow who are fow in the 
Kengers are good Rengere? 

4 Yes, those whom I have seen in the discharge of their 
dutiee as Xangers in the last two or three years and had en 
eprortunity to judge of them in the discharge of their duties 
ere men whom T here so critioism to make of as peace officers, | 

& You say the men You have seen in the discharge of their 
Guties, we went everything upon the statement of thone you 
know, whether those you have seen or in the discharge ef their 
GQuties, de you say all you know now should be retained se Rangers? 

A Yeu mean good “angers and good men? 
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& I sav a great bunch of them at Pearsall and Karnes City 
in the last two or three montha; they vere members of Captain 
Wright's company, Captain Ryan's and Captain Willis’ company. 

I would say unhositetingly that I would retain every one of 
thease boys. 

@ Iam stiuply asking you, this proposition: You have 
come in contack with practically all of them, all you have 
come in contact with in the last year or so, would you retain 
them, whether they belong to Captain vright's company or to any 
other company, would you retain them in the service? 

A TI don't know whether I would or not. There 16 some of 
them I thkuk have only met casually, the only ones I have met 
in the discharge of thelr duties, since I have been with the 
Cattle Kaleors’ Association, have been down in tnat portion 
ef the country, in the Southern portion of the State, and I know 
of no reason why any of those men ought to be discharged nor A164 
I hear of any complaint of any of those méns 

Q In othar words, you are willing to state here thet al? 
the hangers that are now {n the service are good xangora? 

A fT @on't mow: There ere a srcat many Hangers in the 
service I do not knov, and have not had an opportunity to meet, 

@ But all the “angers you do ‘mow who are fow in the 
Kengers are good Rangers? 

& Yes, those whom I have saen in the discharge of their 
duties as Kangers in tho lest two or three years and had an 
opportunity to judge of them in the discharge of their duties 
ere mon whom I have 30 critioism to make of as peace officers, 

Q@ You say the men you have seen in the discharge of their 
Guties, we went everything upon the statement of those you 
know, whether those you have seen or in the discharge of their 
duties, 40 you say all you know now should be retained ss Rangers? 

A Youn mean good “angers and good men? 


A Good Rangers and good men? 

4 I conlad not judge whether a man was food Ranger unless 
I was in the country where he was performing his éuty er had 
some personal knowledge of the manner in which he discharged hie 
duty. If Tf wae Captain of a Hanger company ¥ might dmoh prefer 
to have mon whom I knew bettor than to have some man who was a 
stranger to me. I suppose that every man who tekes charge of a 
Ranger company mekes some shanges but I rould not say that 
the m@n whom the Captain lets out to make way for a man he knows 
better is a worse man than the one taken in. 

Q You know Ceptain Fox? 

A tT kmew Captain Fox when he was at Austin, I knew hime 
easualily when he was constable here. I was nevor intimate with 
Captain Fox although I knew him to speak to him and he knows 
me to speak to me but during the time he was constable here I 
knew him and in a general way what his reputation wes and 80 
far as I know or heard during the time that he was an officer 
in Travis County I think he was generally regard as a good 
officer. Now how he disaharged his duty as a captain of the 
Ranger foree I don't know for I have not much occasion to be 
out in that Big Bend country where he operated, 

Q You atated that the pending legisletion before the 
Legisleture in regard to the Ranger force will destroy the 
efficiency, will you please specify and say in what way 
the legislation you refer to? 

A The legislation to which I refer is what is knowm in 
the newspapers as the b111 introduced by you, the Cansles' 
bill, that is the b111 to which T refer, an@d 4¢t ie my opinion 
that to put these men unéer bond and put them in the same 
category as local peace officers, thet you wuld might as well 
repeal the law, because the effect of that woRld be to make 
moral eowards of them, of a lot of them, and they would heave to 
ve wo doubly eautioue in the discharge of their duties as that 


the necessity of having the force would no longer exist. 


Q In other words, putting your sheriffs and constables 
under bond makes them cowards? 

& No, sir. 

Q@ In other words, putting a United States Marshal and 
deputy marehal and every other peace officer outside of the 
Rangers under bond wakes them moral cowards and ineffiolent? 

A I made no such statement ac that, nor do I understand 
thet the law requires demity sheriffs to give bond, 

Q Deputy sheriffs are appointed by the sheriff and the 
sheriff's bond are responsible for their action? 

A ‘There is a great doal of difference---- 

Q@ Answer that question yes or no? 

MR, TIDVELL: T think that ie purely a queation of law, 
Mr. Canales. 

ME, CANALES: I[¢ {8 true, but since we have a lawyer here 
and he {is ¢iving an opinion we want to know how much he knows 
about that law, I esked a feir, very fair question. He passes 
judgment. as to some pending matter of legisistion, he says, 
and T am asking ahout those matters,- I am aeking the gentleman-~ 

THE CHAIRENAN; I think that is a matter that would cone 
before the committees at another time, 

Mi. CANALES: Q Here the features, seation one of the 
Canales’ bill, you soe, provides that the Governor in oases 
of emergonoy may appoint as many Rangers as he wishes,- Are 
you in favor of thet or against thet feeture? 

A TI think thet {5 a power that can very well be vested 
in the Covernor and Adjutant General. 

Q Is it a good thing or not? 

A Yes, I think it is. 

Q The second section of that. paragraph requires that 
the men chould be of good moral character and men that under- 
stand the requircments. that atand for the enforsenent of the 
law and have a reputation as law abiding aitisens, that they 
should be eifisens of the United States, should be over twonty- 
five years of age anf should have had some experience as peace 


officers: Do you think that a good provision? 

4 I think they are all good provisions, Mr. Canales. 

@ ‘hoe third paragraph provides for the payment of 
to privates seventy-five dollars, to sergeants one huni red 
dollars am to a captain one hundred and fifty dollars and 
provides twenty-eight Gollars more for horse feed, which is 
an increase of pay over the present pay today; is that feature 
bad? 

A I think I answered in response to questions asked by the 
ehairman thet TI believed the pay ought to be increased. I 
believe I suggeated that the least pay should be seventy-five 
dollers a month, As to exactly how it should be scaled above 
that I don't know but perhaps your suggeat is a good one. 

Q The fourth feature is when they arrest a person they 
should not mistreat a person and should give the party arrested 
tho game treatment as is required of other pexsce officers ané 
that.if they are arrested for a bailable offense they should be 
permitted to give bail: are you against that proposal tion? 

A Wo, certainly not, 

Q Why do you say it will cripple the services when you 
accept the four main features of that bill, with the exception 
of the bond feature? 

A Assuming that, agreeing thet all those provisions are 
good, they are no more than what If would say that the adjutant 
General oughi te require of the Ranger Force eny way. 

Q I thought so. Why is it then that the Adjutant General 
has requested various individuals to make the statement that 
the Canslos' b1i11 will absolutely put the Ranger service out 
of question if you approve of thos provisions? 

A TT have not been in consultation with the Adjutant General 
--I have not seen the Adjutant Generel for two months, He hes 
mace no request of thet sort of me. I don't know that he has 
made it of any one else. 
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Q You say the only objectionable feature is the bond 
feature? 

A Oh, T don't know that 1t ie necessary to snect any 
lav. I beliove if IT weg Adjutant General, and I believe 
General Harley is able to run the office as well as I could, 

I believe those are matters which can sefely he attended to 
vy hin. 

Q When complaints are mde against individuals who are 
mow in the Ranger service for mistreatment, rough treatment, 
outrageeus and murders that have been committed by them and 
they are not even exolained, do you belicve then that it is a 
good course for ths Adjutant General to pursue? 

& TT think the Adjutant General onght to ivestigete all 
those charges and if he finds them to be true a man ought to 
be suspended, and unless he finds they are not true, or his 
investigation leads him to believe they are true,- injustice 
ghould not be done the Manger by suspending him hecause eom- 
plaints are made. 

Q Iz complaints are made and the Adjutant General is 
slow or refuses to make this investigation and clear aout this dad 
element, don't you think ths people of Texas for their own 
protection should have a law to make him do it, when he refuses 
or neglects to do it? 

A hose are watters that “Yeneral Harley could answer 
better. I am not fowiliar vith any complaints, if any have been 
made with reference to them at all. 

TEE CHAINLAN, ia. Canales, I think thet further examination 
along that line would be improper. 


(Witness excused.) 
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THE CHAIRMAN; Gentlemen, I want to say to you that es far 
as the goenersl conditions are concerned thet exist along the 
border, and the necessity for the continuance of the Ranger 
foree, we have hesrd all the witnesses we éeaire to hear, 

I? any gentleman preeent imows of any fact relating to the 
misconduct of a Ranger or shoring hie diaqualiftestion for 
his position we will be glad to hear him. If any specific 
charge is made with reference to the conduct of sny Ranger or 
any member of then, with refereme to a specific transaction 
and any gentleman presont knowe of any fact or ciroumatances 
tending to establish or to shew the untruthfulness of that 
orarg¢e, We will consider it a personal favor if you will come 
to us and tell us and you will be given an opportunity to 
gestify with reference to those charges andi matters. But so 
far as the general sonditione are cencerned I think we are 
reasonably well advised. Wa sre glad to have had you gentlemen 
before us and we appreciate the promptness oni the kindness 
shown in the presentation of tnese mattera. 

At this time we are not undertaking to make up our find- 
ings at all. I do not think there will be any question on 
the part of this committee that the Ranger force shall be 
continued and instead of being hampered it will be endeavored 
to help in every way possible to render to the people, and 
to give the border country and the citizens of that part of the 
country every service it is able to give. 
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(At this time, five o'olook P. He, Jane 31, the 
Comittee recessed until ten O'clook A. Ms, ebs 3) 
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Monday, Feb, 3, 1919.--The Joint Committee, investigating 
Texas State Ranger foree, convened at ten o'olook, A. M. 

Present: Chairman W. H. Bledsoe; Vice Chairman Hall Page; 
Sen. Williford; Hon. W. M. Tidwell and Hon. Dan 8. MoMillin, 


THE CHAIRMAN: The committee will now come to order, 

MR. CANALES; I desire to present some additional charges. 

(Whereupon Mr. Canales read the further continuation of 
charges, which follow: 
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Texas. They raided a gaubling den and this manshade 

& fight and the boys shot him but everything quieted 

dewn todiy. Just talked to John Eloxom over the phone 

and he said everything was quiet. The judge's ver 

Gist was he resisted arrest." 

T wish also to cali attention to the telegram addressed to Sow 
ernor W. Fe. Yobby signed by Yons W. D. Suiter, dated Desember 22, 
1918, shavacterizing this ineident as coldeblooded muxder and an 
asshetination. These letters I mark “Exhibit "7,* 

% ‘YY oherge that on or about the 24th day of Bepe 
tember, 1916, Ranger D. 7. Barnett, & member of Captain Jerzy 
Gray's Company stationed at Marfa, Texas, did, in a manner which 
was unjustifiable, shoot at twe Mexicans, wounding one, and that, 
although the efrounstances as shown from the investigation mde 
by the Adjutant General's Department conclusively sow that the 
Ranger was guilty of assault with intent to conmit murder, or 


et least aggravated assault and battez, the Adjutant General in 


peraon made the following statement as quoted from hie letter 


eof “stober 18, 1016: 


*¥ find that Barnett wae acting perhaps indiscorectiy, 
but nevertheless not entirely to blame for the transe 
action, The matter will be overlooked this time proe 
vided you advise him to be morecareful in future and 
mot to be using hig gun too promisoousiy when not 
necessary, * 


In the affidavit mace before a notary publie by the said Barnett, 
he states the transaction to be as follows! 


"On the 24th day of September, 1916, Ux. We Te Davis 
and Y went out in his pasture to pick up some cattle 
for Mr. Tavist about one o'clock that afternoon, whim 
about two miles from Mx, Davis’ house, we saw two 
Mexficanes who were horseback, in Kr, Tavis’ pasture; 
they were about three quarters of a mile from where 
we weree We picked up a bunoh of cattie and started 
back to the ranch with then we missed a portion of 
the oattie and went back into a draw to pick them up 
and found these two Mexicans following ua} when we 
@eame up on then Mre Davis asked then why they were 
following us. One of them replied: “We are teniling 
some mares] what the hell is it to youe” When the 
Vexican eaid this, Mr, Tavis rode up to the Mexican. 
and hit him with his pistol, At that the Mexfoans 
rede off and Yro Davis and 7 shot three or four times 


each! we were shooting in the air over the Mexicans 
sor na easttadaatnlt tae Nenfoeny but foe he Der 
pose of frightening them and to keep then from fol- 
lowing us further. 
Tn oonnestion with this charge T submit for the considerationof 
the Cozsmittes all correspondence and the investigation made by 
the Adjutant Seneral's Department which fs here marked *Brhibit 
a*, 

8S. YY oharage that on or about Cotoder 2, 1918, at the 
San Pranoisee Cafe in Gan Antonio, Texas, Manger VW. 2B, Bentley 
brutally assaulted John Themis, a waiter in said Cafe, striking 
him in the head with @ pistal witnout any provecation. T wish 
to eall the attention of the Conmittee to the fact that the sitie 
gene whe were witnesses in the transaction and who made statements 
regarding this occurrence refused to sign the statement deaause 
they were afzaid of being similarly treated by said Ranger, which 
shows the notoricus elazacter of some of the Mangers in the forge 
teday. In this mtter the Adjutant Generel has disaherged the 
Ranger from the service and, since this is one instance in which 
tha Adjutant General tms di sqharged a person from the service 
for wrongful action, it in worthy of saliing your attention there 
to. Ym connection with this charge 7 submit the record and sox 
veponddente on this subpest from the Adjutant General's file 
which T msk “Echibi¢ #*, 

9. 1 sharge that Cartain ¥. M. Yansan, who is and has 
deen the investigating officer of the Adjutant Genaral, 18 une 
fit for said office besause he conducte most, if not ald, of 
the investigations against Rangers with the ides of Justifying 
the actions of the Rangers in committing the offanses atarged. 
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I further charge that knows of hie om knowledge that there 
are now in the Gervioe persons of desperate character and that 
fn former investigations wade hy him they Weve been shown to 

be quiity of murder and that, notwithstanding this fact, he per 
mits euch pereons to remain in the Service and whitemshes thes 
in the {nvestigations that he conducts for the Department. I 
especially eal] attention to the investigatiom of the charges 
made by myself, being charges Noe.'s 3,4, and 5. In connestion 
with tris charge I wish to ofl] the attention of the Jonmitte 
to the fact that said Captain Sanson, before he starts upon an 
{uvestiqation, makes up his mind that the party to be investie 
gated by him is not guilty of the offense charged and I refer to 


his letter addressed to James A, Marley, Adjutant General, Cote 


ober 15, 1915, from whioh T avote as followsive. 


"Ag econ 58 J can get away from here J will continue 
wy investigation with reference to the mistreatamt 

of Nesioan oitizens at Donm, bares} as well ap the 
‘keLlling of Lisanixro Munos Manon. by” Sgt. Bdde, above Mo 
Grande City sometime ago, J had @ long talk yestez 
day with our matal friend Representative Canales, 

and Y find that he is sather bitter, and seems a 1it- 
tle bit unreasonable, as usual, and that he ae well as 
Bll other Mexfcans belfeve the Mexicans should kot 

ve killed vegardlesea of the facts of bebe gape in 
the case. TI Al! POSITIVE FROM WHAT CAPTAIN VRIONT 

TRL. MR, THAT GOT, BODS “AB PERPROTLY JUSTIFIABLE 
See t THINK YS NECESSARY TO FORTIFY. YOUR DEPARTMENT 
SIMEBVCHY PACTS FROM ROTM SIDS OF Ti QuesTroy YF 
WILL DO THE AS BOCH aS T CAN Gxt MATTERS BHAPED uP 
MERE IN A SATYSPACTCAY WANNER," 


Wy I charge that the Adjutant Seneral has heen using 
the present langer force for the purpose of showing special faye 


ove to his peliiionl friends and political “pete” of the admin 
fetevation. J further charge that this has been a custom of long 
standing, dut “as been markedly abused by the present inounbent 
of. the office and J wish to call attention espeaially to one 
among others that gan be proven, to with In my divtyiet larce 
mmbers of Rangers are stationed and ‘ave been kept and maim 


mw 


tained at tha State's expense on the ranches of what 148 known 
as the King's Fanch which consiste of over 2,000,000 sores and 
of whioh the Hom, Consaxr Kleberg is general manager, the same 
Caesar Mieberg who ie now & member of the Demooratic State 
Heacutive Committee and who has deen active ever aince my bili 
to regulate the present Hanger force wae introduced lebbying 
against that bill and seeking to influence memters of the Youse 
to vote against {ft and has brought @ number of Ais polltiaal 
henetmen to act ag lobbyiste agafinnt said bill. The said Come 
ear Fleberg, 7 sharge, is one of these political "pets* of the 
administration and, through his influence, he gets undue and unm 
neeqosary proteation from the Adjutant General who detalis a 
numaver of Rangers at the expense of the State on the King vane 
ohes, especially in Willacy County where there are hardly any 
people living exaept thely own employees and they use these 
Rangers for the purpose of dépriving the people of exersising 
theiy rights under the law to hunt in lame enclosures or pape 
tuxes of more than 6,000 naeres. And these political favors are 
aggrevated in view of the fact that the same protection has bem 
requested by other large cattlemen in the atate and they heve 


been denied the same protection, chiefly because they did not 


Wappen to he politicians, In sonnestion with this chazge 7 
desire to £811 as witnesses Yon. A. Ds Hokera, of San Antonio, 
Texas, and one A@iph Lorens who lives in Iive Oak County, Texas 
I further reserve the right to file additional shares. 
Respectfuly submitted, 


Heprosentative from 770" Distviot, 
Filed Yebs 1, 1919. Walter Pxridemore Sec'y, Joint Comatttee 
investigating Texas State hancers, 
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Austin, Texas, 
Vebrumry 1, 1929, 


To the Adjutant General of the 
State of Tatas. 
Dear 8irt 
You are hereby notified and requested to present to ti» 
Legislative Investigating Comnittes, investigating the charges 
agninst the Ranger force, the following papers now in your possesee 
fous 
de The record of the investigation of the killing 
of Idzaniro Nunes by Sergeant J. 7, Hdde on or about Caetober 5, 
1928, contain! nm the affidayite of said Hdds and other Ransere 
taken before BR, Castervene, Notary public of Starr County, Texe 
as, and which mtter is mentioned in my thied charge, aopy of 
wnich has been served on yous 
2e The recor of my sorrespomience with your Departe 
ment with reference to the threats made upen me by lancer Frank 
Hamner, aonsisting of & letter addressed by me to Governor Nobby 
and two letters addrarsed to yous 
de The record of the investigation made by your Dee 
paytment with reference to the discimrge of Captain J, J, Tax 
and ie wen for killing prisoners while in their custody, 
4, The rvesord of the investigation mde by your Dew 
partment with reference to the killing of %xnest i Mohkburg 
at Fanger, Texas, by Rangers J, Be alle and John Bloxom, Js, 
on oy about Decesber 199 1916 . 
Very truly yours, 


day of Tebruazy and wes by me served on Col. Cope in the Ade 


jutant General's Office on the lat day of february at 13 0° 
Cleak A, NM 


|—« Bexgeant-ate Aama, ‘Rapree 
sentativen, 


teu 


Lub 


CHAIRMAN BLEDSOE: Gentlemen, the last provision of these 
charges presents a question that we may as well determine now. 
I am willing to spen4 any time that may be necessary to go to 
the bottem of the charges that may be made but I do think that 
umier the original resolution and the original action of this 
committee that there should be some time limit within which 
the sharges should be filed. 

We gave Mr. Canales until this morning. As fer as I am 
eoneerned, we will consider the matter as closed in filing his 
charges from his seotion of the State. If we keep thia up 
from day to day we never can see the end of it, 

Mie CANALES; W421 the Chairman permit me to make thie 
statement? IY wish to call your attention, Gentlemen of the 
committee, on February first I made thie request of the Adju- 
tant General ,.--- I kmow the records are in there, gontlomen, 
and T know the records have been there because I saw then 
myself and I am willing to go on the stand ené eawear I saw 
those particular original records. "You are hereby notified 
and requested to present to the ~egislative Investigating OCom- 
mittee, investigating the charges against the Ranger foroe, the 
following papers now in your possession: ff. The record of the 
investigation of the killing of Lisandro Munos by Sergeant J. 
J. Edds on or adout October 5, 1918, containing the affidavits 
of said Kdde and other “angers taken before KR. Costervene, 
notery public of Starr County, Texas, and which matter is 
montioned in my third charge, copy of which has been served on 
you. * I am willing to be put under oath and say I actually 
gaw the affidavit of Sergeant Edda and the affidavit of the 
other Rangers ani the affidavits of two Mexicans in there. I 
want that in order to complete my record. 

CHATRUAN BLSDSOE: Doee that relate to the charges already 


made? 


MR. CABALES; Already made, yes, air. 

THE CHAIRMAN; The question of time to be consumed for 
filing chargeose- 

WRe CANALES: “The recorde of my eorrespondence with your 
departaent with reference to the bhreates made upon me by Ranger 
Frank Hamer, consisting of a letter addressed by me to Governor 
Hobby and two letters addreased to you. 

"Third: The record of the investigation made by your 
Department with reference to the ischarge of Captein J. J. 

Fox and hie wen for killing prisoners while in their custody. 

"Fourth: The record of the investigation made by your 
department with reference to the killing of trnest vw. Kich- 
burg at Kanger, Texas, by Xangura J. B. Nalle and John 
Bloxeom, dro, on or about December 19, 1915." 

Ané on February Sré I requested the Adjutant General to 
produce the record of the investigation made by Captein W. M. 
Hansen of the shooting of a Mexiean by the name of Garaie ané 
another Mexican whose name is unknown to me at Donna, Texas. 

“fhe reoord of the investigation made by Captain WW. M. Hanson 
of the flogging oY a Mexioan by the name of Hornandes on sus- 
picion of stealing a jack. This flogging was done by angers 
Belonging to the company of Captain Stephens. The reoord 
of the investivation made by your department of the killing of 
Hanger Dudley White.* I take the Adjutant General's word that 
there was no investigation made there. With those matters, 

I will allow them to close, as far as I am concerned about 
this matter. I cannot file this until I get my record straight. 

THE CHATEUAN; TI will say, so fer as the investigation 
that refers to Dudley White ie oonoerned, in connection with 
some of the committee that has already been disouesed and we issued 
some process to bring some witnesses here. 


ist 


GENERAL HARLEY: The papers have been turned in to the 
Houge Comnittce as shown by the records of the House clerk, in 
the Dudley white case. Mr. Canales says they are not in the 
file but the record of the clerk of the House shows that they 
were turned in. He has a list of all the papers turned in. 

Those papers were among them and of course his record shows. 

I? they are not there we are not responsible for them. They 
have not been in our office since that time. The House 
Committee clerk's list shows that the Dudley White papers were 
received, we think. Mr. Canales hae had charge of those papers 
I think and if they are lost he is probably the man who has loat 
them. 

SENATOR PAGE: He charges here first that the record of 
the investigation of J. J. Edds, October 5, and the affidavits 
of Edds and other Rangers are in your possession and you decline 
to-<-- 

GENERAL HARLEY: They are here and have been filed with the 
clerk, this morning. 

SENATOR PAGE: Seoond, he says the records of your depart- 
ment with reference to threats made by Frank Hamer consisted 
of two letters addressed by him to Governor Hobby and two letters 
to you. Are they your letters? 

MR. CANALES: Yes, sir. 

GENERAL HARLEY; I will state I had copies of those letters, 
Mr. Canales, and have filed them with the clerk, they are with 
the clerk this morning. 

Me CANALES: Where are the originals? 

GENERAL HARLEY: In the hands of the Department of Justice. 
They took the investigation up. 

SENATOR PAGE: He ealls for the investigation of Captain 
Fox's company. 

GSNERAL HARLEY: Those papers went to Washington. We had 


to get those papers back. They are filed this morning, I think. 


+o tm 
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If not we can get as many as we can. 

SENATOR PAGE: He ealls for the invectigation regarding the 
killing of Richburg. 

GENERAL HARLEY: ‘That hae all been filed. 

SENATOR PAGE: The record of the investigation made by 
Captain Hanson of the shooting of Garcia? 

Mi. CANALES: The shooting at Donna. 

GENERAL HARLEY: I think those papers have all been 
filed. I think you will find those papers this morning. It 
has all been gotten up here this morning--~-That probably has 
not come up yet. 

SENATOR PAGE: You have them in your department? 

A Yes; I think so. 

@ENATOR: PAGE: The flogging of Hernandes? 

GENERAL HARLEY: We have to look that up. We were just 
served with that about ten o'clock. 

SENATOR PAGE: The reoord of the investigation of the kille 
ing of Ranger Dudley White? 

G@SNERAL HARLEY: Those papers have been filed. 

SENATOR PAGE: I understand all those papers oalied for 
by Mr. Canales are here. I think we ought to fix a time limit 
for filing of additional charges. If he wishes to file papers 
on these charges thie morning we might give him time to do that 
and then close the time of filing charges. 

MR. CANALES: Yes, sire 

SENATOR PAGE: How much time do you require? 

MRe CANALES: If you will give me until to-morrow, I think 
T oan close to-morrow. I have to be present here this evening. 
I gan look into them tonight and dictate them tomorrow morn- 
ing. I believe I ean file them by two o'clock tomorrow after- 
NOOK. 

SENATOR PAGE: Any objection to giving him that time? 


THE CHAIRMAN: Not two o'sloock tomorrow afternoon, In the 
morning. 


gl ae 
ae ae 


MBNATOR PAGE; I move Mr Canales be given until tomorrow 
morning at ten o'clock to file such affitional charges and 
thet that shall be the end of his charges. That after that 
time no further cherges are to be investigated. 

THE CHAIRMAN; You hear the motion of Senator Page. Any 
objection? If not it will be considered the order of the 
committee that Mr. Canales present such additional charges 
by ten o'clock tomorrow morning as he desires. 

In issuing process I thought we could have the witnesses 
back here for this morning. I overlooked the fact that they 
could not work the Rio Grande Yalley on Sunday. It will be 
morning before we can have any of those witnesses here, 

I have also taken the ilberty of having process issued for 
the district judge, the sheriff and justive of the peace at 
Sweet Water, with reference to the general conditions that 
have been contained in the complaints here, and I desire the 
Department to have the advantage of that information, 

Ie there any other member of the comittee that has a sug- 
gestion to make about the issuance of process at this time? 

Ie there any witness present who desires to be heard this 
morning? 


General Harley, 40 you prefer to be heard now or after 


these matters have been gone into more fully? 


GENERAL HARLEY: TI have some exceptions to some of the 
oharges filed. I would like the committee to take them up. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Have you prepared them in writing? 

GENERAL HARLEY: Yes, sire I will read them to the conm- 


mittee and committee ean pass on them. 


er 
’ 


EXCEPTIONS OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL TO THE 
CHARGES FILED BY MR. CANALES 


Austin, Texas, 


To the Yonorable W. ‘*, Bledsoe, Chattman, and the 
Members of the Joint Committesof the “cuse and 
Senate to investigate the Charges Against the 
State Ranger Force 
Sirs: 

Wow comes, James A. “Yarley, Adjutant General of 
Texas and files this answer replying to the charges filed herein 
on the 30th day of January 1915 by J. T. Canales, Representa= 
tive from the 77th District and says: 

First. That for the sake of joining iseues and in 
order that testimony may be heard upon information denies the 
first charge made by said Canales and says that same is not 
true and if true, which is not admitted, wishes to state that 
the charges therein contained as stated by said Canales, has 
never been broucht to the attention of the Adjutant General's 
Department, and states that the said Canales if he had knowe 
ledge of such conduct on the part of such Rangers, George F. 
Yurst and Daniel Snojosa, never disclosed such knowledge for 
information of the Adjutant General's Department, and in this, 
if We had such knowledge, he was derelict in his duty as a 
oitisen. 

Seconde To the second charge made by said Canales, 

a denial is hereby entered for the sake of joining ijesue in 

order that testimony may be produced before the Committee and 

the said James A, Yarley, Adjutant “eneral of Texas, states 

that if such violation of the person of Jesus Villarreal did 
occur, that it was unknown to the Adjutant Ceneral's Departe 

ment and if such conduct on the part of said J. J. Edds and oth xr 
Rangers is true and the said Canales had knowledge of euch fact, 
he did not disclose it to the proper authorities, either the 


Governor or the Adjutant General, and in this he was derelict 


in his duty as a citisen. 

Third. To the third charge ae made by the said Canae 
les, the Adjutant General admits the fact of thekilling of Lin 
sando Munoz, but states that same was unavoidable, 

Fourth. To the fourth oharge as made by the said 
Canales, the Adjutant General enters an admission that @ lexe 
{can by name of Varia Gomes Salinas was killed by two Mexicana, 
mut fn killing said Salinas they were not doing so under orders 
of Sergeant J. J. Eddsj that said dds did not order killing 
and was not present at the time 

Fifth, To the fifth charge made by the said Canales 
that on or about the 4th of April 1918, one Florencia Garcia 
was killed while in the custody of Rangers Lock, Saddler and 
Sittre, the Adjutant “Seneral enters a denial and says that the 
evidense as disclosed does not prove to any reasonable perm 
that the said Garcia was killed by the Rangers aforesaid, That 


tre Grand Jury of Cameron County, to which oounty the said Cae 


males is a resident, investigated the alleged comphaint anid found 


no bill of indictment against the langers aamed. That th:Ade 
jutant General, acting upon the official action of said Grand 
Jury, and believing that they were in better position to invese 
tigate said alleged killing, did not find that said Garcia was 
killed by said Hangers. further, thea the Captain of said com 
pany, Captain Charles fF. Stevens who the said Carmiles admitted 
before this Comeittee was a good officer, had reported to the 
adjutant General that from hie investigation he did not believe 
that the Rangers above named had anything to do with the killing 
of said Garcia, The Adjutant General, acting upon the findings 
of the Cameron County Grand Jury and which county is the resie 
dent sounty of the said Canales, and upon the report of the 
Said Captain Charles *. Stevens, whom the said Canales states 


is 


—s 
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states is a good and reliable officer, did not find that the 
evidence presented to the Department would warrant the conclue 
sion that the Rangers killed the said Garcia. “rther answer 
ing, the Adjutant General says that the said Rangers Look and 
Saddler are now out of the service and are no lonrer on the 
Ranger Force. 

Fifth, (a) Further answering charges made by the “om 
orable John J. Ford as presented by the said Canales that Rane 
gers were cuilty of misconduct in Nolan County and that they 
brutally treated prisoners in their charge, or that they were 
wulity of any other serious misconduct, the Adjutant General 
enters a denial and says that same is not substantiated by any 
record filed in his Department, or any evidence obtaimabile so 
far as he has been able to ascertain, 

Sixth. Answering the sixth charge filed by said Can- 
ales herein on the first of february, 1919, the Adjutant Gen 
eral says that the statements and allegations contained in said 
chaxrge sre unfair, misleading, and made with the deliverate 
attempt to reflect upon the Adjutant General's Department jin 
the discharge of their duty for the reason that the said J, Be 
Nalle and the said John Bloxom alleged to have killed Krnest 
W. Richburg at Ranger, Texas, were discharged and relieved of 
duty on be 10th day of January 1919, after the Adjutant Seneral 
in compary with ‘ve Me Yanson had visited the scene of the kile 
ling and interviewed the witnesses that were available, That 
after the Adjutant General left the scene of the killing he left 
Captain Hanson in charge to continue andto make a more thoe 
rough investigation of the said kiliijnge of Richburg. That afte 
the eviderse was collected and presented to the Governor recom 
mending the disoharge of the said “alle and Bloxom, the same was 
done. That upon the advice of the citizens of the town of Rare 
ger, the saié Nalle and Bloxom were left on duty as the only 


protection the town of Ranger had against lawlessness, mur 
der and bootlerzing until relieved the 10th day of January in 
the due course of events. ‘That the whole investigation and 
statements taken in this investigation were turned over to the 
BDiptriot Attorney et Zastland, Texas, for his benefit in the 
trfal of the said Bloxom and the said ‘alle. 
GENERAL HARLEY: Number 6, that has reference to the 
Fanger matter. There is no issue on that matter exe 
cept as to when the Ranger should have been discharged. 
These men were discharged as soon as the investiga= 
tion could be made. Thorough investigation was made 
and when conclusion was reached that they ought to 
be dischaxwed from the Ranger Force they were dise 
charged. 
SENATOR FAGE] He charges that was not the case. He 
charges there was @ delay. 
GENERAL WARLEY: That is the only issue, whether or 
not this committee 4s going into issues of polisy or 
some delays of some few daya. We might be at that 
all the year, if he continues-if the conmitteg wants 
to wo into that. It struck me that that was an ix 
relevant matter and a matter that would take a great 
deal of evidence and a great deal of time to reach 
any conclusion. The investigation was made &@ soon 
as it could be madeunder the ciroumstances and when 
it was made the man was discharged from the hanger 
Service. 
SENATOR PAGE: TI think that creates an issues 
GENERAL YWARLEY: JI do not object to having it heard 
but it is going to take ap a good deal of time of 
the Committee. 


TL CYATREANs: You €ake the fourth charge at Sweet- 
water, There is coing to be such a close connection 
with the gompany of Rangers in that immediate seco 
tion, 7 think you will find that an issue, 

GENERAL WARLEY! Alrieht. 

SENATOR PAGE] In order to take theein order to keep 
the vecord straight, TI move that that exception for 
the adjutant General be overruled by our comnittee. 
SENATCR WYLLTFORD: J second the motion. 

TYR CYATHMANS It is moved by Senator Faze that this 
objection be overeruled, those in favor of that mow 
tion signify by saying Sye and those oppose No. 
(Motion carried). 


Seventh. Replying to the seventh charge of the said 
Canales on “that on the 24th day of December 1918, said lam 

gem Barnette did shoot at two Mexicans, wounding one", ‘The Ade 
jutant Ceneral states that the allegations as set out by the said 
Canales are unfair, misleading in that he attempts to show that 
the Adjutant Seneral was encouraging bad conduct on the part cf 
Rangers when in fact the same is not true The evidence will 
show that the exican wounded on the occasion mentioned above 
was wounded by one Deputy Sheriff, ¥. T. Davis of Fresidio Coune 
ty, who assumes all responsibility for the shooting, That the 
said Barnette merely discharced his gun in an effort to appree 
hend the Mexican aforesaid and that he was reprimanded for so 
doing. 

GiuNERAL YARLEY3 That charge has reference to dise 

charging the pistol out in West Texas out on somebody 

yanch where théé man Davis that Mr. Canales mentioned 


Ay 


in his charge, he ‘s a depgpty sheriff out there and 
not & Ranger. 
TE CYATHMAN: That is very materiale 
GENSRAL NARLEYS Tf he admite the man Davis is a deputy 
Sher! fee 
Tv CTNATRMANS That is not his charge. “Ye says the 
Ranger Barnette was a member of Capt. J. A, Grays 
Company stationed at Marfa, Texas, did shoot at two 
“exicang etc., He charces directly that the Rangers 
shot this mane 
SEYATOR PAGE: Y move that that objection be over 
ruled. 
(Yotion Seconded) 

TR CHATRMAN: It is moved and seconded that that 
exception of the Adjutant General the charge number 
7 be overruled. Those in favor of that motion 
dignify by saying Aye and these oppose No, 
( Motion prevailed and the exception to charge oo 

7 was ovoere ruled) 


Eighth, Answering the eighth oharge as set out by the said 
Canales, the Adjutant Seneral syas that the same as stated by 
the said Canales is false. Tat the said Canales knew it was 
false when he so stated it, but that he deliberately and with 
evil intent to mislead this conmitteg, stated that the said 
Rentley was a Ranger when in fact and in tructh the said Bentley 
had been prior to the alleged trouble at San Antonio discharged 
from the Ranger Forve for misconduct. That when the sald assault 
took place at San Antonio, the said Bentley had been discharged 
frofi the Ranger Yorae 

Ninth, To the ninth charge, the Adjutant Generel 


enters a@ denial and gays that the said Captain VY. M. Aanson 

has been @ diligent and faithful officer, That he was inourred 
the disfavor of the said Canales because he has been too active 
in enforcement of law in the said Canales’ section of the county 
and jn this convection the Adjutant General requests that the 
Committee have the said Captain Yanson before them for a full 
investigation of this charge, 

Tenth. To the 10th charge as presented by the said. 
Canales that the Adjutant Seneral has been showing special favors 
to political friends and pete of the administration, the Adju 
tant General enters & denial and says that this charge is made 
for the deliberate purpose of reflecting upon the Governor of 
Texas and upon “r. Caesar Kleberg because he happens to be frienia 
ly to the administration 

The Adjutant General makes emphatic denial of this 
whole charge as a miicious, unwarranted untruth The authority 
of the Adjutant General nas not been used forthe purpose of show 
ing favor to anyone and this Administration has no political 
pete. 

Tre reason for keeping Rangers on the King Ranoh is 
te render protection to that sxction of Texas from Mexican ar 
dite, thieves, and murderers. The “ing fanch, to which he re 
fers in Willacy and other counties has much less than two mile 
iiom acres. Mr Kleberg is here, together with several larze 
comnittess from that section of Texas, to enlichten the members 
of the Legisiature who do not know conditions there as to the 
true conditions and the need of Hangers, and to assure them that 
the good citizenship of that country cannot live in that sece 
tion of Texas in peage or safety to their lives and property um 
less @ strong force of hangers sre stationed there and act in 
depemiently of local officers. The King Ranch, as well as the 
other xanches in that section of the country, have for the last 


fifty years been the special goul for the oud element from Hexic 
and this side of the River as has been evidenced by the many 
raids and murders committed bn that section of the countrye 

The Adjutent Seneral further denies tat proper prom 
teotion his been denied other stockmen in that section where it 
was possible ror the ifmited Ranger Yoroe to get them In the 
case of Adolph Lorens, @ imnrer was sent to him but the Sheriff 
Wad matters compalined cf well in hand and no necessity for a 
Ranger at that times Sheriff Tullis of Oakville, Live Oak County, 
will be giad to testify to this as well as Nr. C. % Arnold, 
616 Yrost Pilda., San Antonio, Texas. 


Respectfully Yours, 
Hames A. Yarley, 
The Adjutant General, State of Texas, 


GENERAL MARLEY: That has veference to vr. Kelberg 
having speeial favors. 
SEYATOR PAGES Bt General you would want that invese 
tigated. 
GEYERALY YARLEY: J don't aareel want to except to it. 
Y would just as soon for it to be investigated as not 
T think it ought to be investigated because I think 
the reasons for the charge ought to be investigated 
especially. 
SE™ATCH PAGE? JT move that that objection-exception 
be over ruled.. 

(Duly seconded) 
Tre CHATRVAN: It is moved and secomied that this 
exception be ovexeruled. Those in favor signi fye 
make it known by signifying Aye and those opposing 
NOe 


posh 


(Wotdona:, carried) 
GENSPAL WARLEY? Yowant to fdle an answer to hie churge 
CBe 

Whereupon the anewer of the Agjutant Cengal was 
presented to tee Committee. See Tage 

After the anewer of the Adjutant Ceneral had 
been presented the Chairman inquired if there were 
any witnesses who desired tc be ‘oarnd. None appearing 
Sermtox Bage moved that the Committee arise unt41 
10 o'clock 1. M Tuesday Ffebrury 4th. ‘hich motions 
being duly seconded carried and the Comittee recessed 
until that time. 
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February, . 3, 1919. 


To the Honorable W % Biedsoe, Chairman, and the 
Menbers of the Joint Committee of the House and 
Senate to Investiaate the Charges Against the 
State Ranger Forse! 

Si rei 

How comes, James A, Harley, Adjutant General of Texas 
and files this answer replying to the charges filed herein on 
the 30th day ef January 1919 by J. Te Canales, Representative 
from the 77th Disésict and says! 

First. Tat for the sake of joining issues and in ox 
der that testimony may be heard upon information denies the 
firet charge made by eaid Canales and says that pame is not 
true and if true, which is not admitted, wishes to state that 
the ohagges therein contained as stated by said Canales, has 
never been brought to the attention of the Adjutant General's 
Department, and states that the said Canales if te had knowledge 
ef such conduct on the part of such Rangere, Seorge 3. Buret 
and Daniel Wimejasa, lever disglosed such knowledge for infor. 
mation ef the Adjutant General's Department, and in this, if 
he had such knowledge, he was develicat in his duty as 8 oitisen. 

Segond. Te the second aharge made by said Canales, 

a denial is hereby entered for the gake of joining iesue in 
order that testimony may be prodused before the Conmittee and 
the said James A. Hariey, Adjutant General of Texas, states if, 
that if suck violation of the person of Jesus Viliarreal did | 
esour, that it was unknown to the Adjutant General's Department 
and if such conduct on the part of said J. J. Eddea dnd ether 
Rangers ie true ani the aaid Canales had knowledge of auch fact, 
he did not disclose it te the proper authorities, either the 
Governor or the Adjutant General, and in this he was depelict 


in Wie duty as a citizen. 


Think, 
"+ To the thimt change as made by the said Canale s 
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the Adjutant General admits the fact of the kiliing of Lisande 
Munes, but states that same was unavoidable, 

Fourth, To the fourth charge ap made by the said Car 
Bales, the Adjutant General enters an admission that a Mexican 
by name of Maria Gomes Salinas was killed by two Mexicans, but 
in killing said Salinas thay were not doing so under oxdere of 
Sergeant J, J. Bideg that said Hide did not order killing and 
waa not present at the time. 

Fifth. To the fifth charge made by the said Canales 
that on er about the 4th of Apriz 1918, one Florencia Sareia 
was killed while in the oustody of Rangers Look, Saddler and 
Bittre, the Adjutant General enters & denial and says that the 
evidence as disclosed does not prove te any reasonable person 
that the said Gareia was killed by the Rangers aforesaia, Trat 
the Grand Jumy of Camron County, to which county the said Cam 
aldw- ia @ resident, iuvestiguied the alleged aomphaing and founl 
mo bil12 ef indictment against the Rangers anmed. That the Ad- 
jutant General, acting upen the official action of said Grand 
Juzy, and believing that they were in better position to inves 
tigate said alleged kiling, did not find that said Gargia was 
Killied by said Rangers. Tuarther, that the Captain of said com 
pany, Captain Charlies F. Stevens whom the said Canales admitted 
before thig Committee was a good officer, had reported to the 
Adjutant General that from his investigation he did not velieve 
that said Rangereettat the Rangers above named had anything to 
do with thekilliaa of said Gexvoia. Furthem The Adjutant Cem 
exel, acting upon the findings of the Cameron County Gram Jury 
and whieh oounty ia the resident county of the said Canales, 
and npOn the reperxt ef the said Captain Charles 1. Stoenene, 
whom the said Camies states is a good and reliable officer, did 
not find that the evidence presented to the Department would 
warrant the conglusion that the Rangers killed the said Garcia. 


#3 4 


Warther answering, the Adjutant General says that the said Rangers 
Look and Saddler @re now cut of the service and are no longer 
on the Ranger Yoree, 

Wifth.(a) Further answering charges made by the Yom 
orable John J. Fox’ as presented by the said Canales tat Ran 
gers were guiity of misconduct in Nolan County and that they 
Weutally treated prisoners in their oharge, or that they were 
guilty of any other serious misconduct, the Adjutant General 
entera @ denial and says that same ie not substantiated by any 
reoom filed in his Department, or any evidence obtainable so 
far ag he has been able to ascertain, 

Sixth. Answering the sixth aharge filed by said Cane 
Salen nerein on the first of Debruary, 1919, the Adiutant Gen + 
exal gays that the statements and allegations contained im said 
charge are unfat, micleading, and made with the deliberate ate 
tempt to reflest upen the Adjutant General's Department in the 
discharge of their duty, for the reason that the said J, B. Valle 
and the said John Bloxom alleged to have killed Zenest %. Rich 
burg at Ranger, Texas. were discharged and relieved of duty on 
the 10th day of January 1939, after the Adjutant General in 
company with YY M. Hanson had visited the saene of the killing 
and interviewed the witnesses that were available. That after 
the Adjutant General left the saene of the killing he Left Cape 
tain Hanson in charge to continue and to make @ more thorough 
iugestigation of the s€id killing of Richburg. That after the 
evidince was collected and presented to the Governor resomner- 
Ging the discharge of the said Nalle and Bloxom, the ¢ame was 
done, 1,at upon the advice of the citizens of the town ef. Ran 
ger, the said Walle and Bloxom were left on duty ae the only 
protection the town of Ranger tad against lawlessness, murder 
and bootlegging until relieved the 10th day of January in the ae 
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eourse of events. Tyt the whole investigation and statemenis 
taken in this investigation were turned over to the District 
Attorney 8% Mastland, Texas, for hie benefit in the trial of 
the said Bloxom and the said Halle. 

Seventh. Replying to the seventh clare of the said 
Canales on “That on the 24th day of Degember 1916, said Ranger 
Barnatte did shoot at two mexicans, wounding one”, the Adjutant 
Genexai states timt the @liegation as set.out by the said Carn 
ales are unfair, misleading in that he attempts to show ‘tat the 
Adjutant General was encouraging bad conduct on the part of Ran 
gere when in fact the same is not txue. The evidenc ewitll si¥w 
that the Mexican wounded on the occasion mentioned abeve was 
wounded by one Deputy Sheriff, W. Ts. Davis of presidio County, 
who assumes al] responsibility for the shooting. That the said 
Barnette merely diseharged his gun in an effort to apprehend 
the Kexfoan aforesaid and that he was reprimanded for so doing. 

Mahth. Answering the Bighth evarge as set out by 
the said Canales, the Adjutant Generel says that the same as 
stated by the said Cansles is false. That the said Canales knew 
it was false when he so stated it, but that he deliberately and 
with erii intent to mislead this committee, stated that the said 
Bentley was a Hanger when in fact and in truth the said Rentley 


had heen prior to the allegedtrouble at San Antonie diaqharged 


frem the Ranger Poree for missonduct. That when the said aa 
sault took place at Gan Antonio, the said Bentley had heen 
disehtrget. from the Ranger Forse. 

Nineth., To the Wineth sharge, the Adjutant Generel 
enters & Genial and says that the said Captain W,. M, Manson 
has heen @ diligent ani faithful efficer. That he has inourred 
the disfaver of the said Canales because he has been too active 
in enforcement of law in the said Canales’ section of the coun 
try and in this connection the Adjutant General requests that 
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the Gommittee have the said Captain Yanson before them for a full 
investigation of this charre. 

Tenth. To the 10th Charge as presented by the said 
Canales that the Adjutant General has been showing spevial fave 
ora to pelitical friends and pets of the Administration. the 
Adjutant General @nters a denial and says that thie charge is 
made for the delivexate purpose of reflecting upon the Sovernor 
of Texag and upen Yr. Cawsar Mlieberg because he happens to be 
friendly to the administration. 

The Adjutant Ceneral makes emphatic denial of this 
whole charge as &@ malicious, unwarranted untruth. The authori ty 
of the Adjutant General hae not been used for the purpose of 
showing favor to anyene and this Administration hasno politioal 
pets. 

The reason for keeping Rangers on the King Ranch is to 
render Proteation to that sestion of Texas from Mexiean banditsl 
thieves, and mumierers, The King Ranch, to which he refers in 
Willacy and other counties has much less than two million acres. 
My. Kieberg is here, together with several larce committees from 
that section of Texas, to enlighten the members of the Legisla- 
ture wag do not knew conditions there ag te the true conditions 
and the need of Rangers, and to assure tham that the good oitie= 
zenship of thet country eonnot live in that section of Texas in 
peace og safety to their lives and property unless a atrong forse 
of Rangers are stationed there and act indenendentiy of local 
officers Tne King Ranch, as well as other ranches in that 
section of the country, have fore the last fifty years heen 
the speaiai goal for the bad element from Mexico and this side 
of the river as has been evidenced by the many raide and war 
dexa committed in that section of the counizy. 

The Adjutant General further denies that proper pro- 
tection has been denied other stcgkmen in that seation where it 
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was possible for the limfted Ranger Force to get to them In 
the ease of Adolph Lorens, a Ranger was sent to him but the 
Sheriff had mattera complained of well in hand and no nenessity 
for a Ranger at that time, Sheriff Tullis of Gakville, Live 
Oak County, will be glad to testify to this as well ap Mr. ©. H. 
Arnold, 618 Frost Bidg., San Antonio, Texas. 


Respectfully yours, 


Jae. Ae Harleys | 
The Adjutant General, State of Texas. 


WILED FEBRUARY 32d, 1919. Walter Pridemore, Seay ., Joint Commit. 
tee Investizating Texas State Rangers. 


February 4th, 1919.--Toint Conmittee investigating 
Texas fanvere comvened st 10 A.M with 
W %. Bledsoe presiding. 
Present; 
Senator Tage 
Senator ¥1114 ford 
Tone ‘¥. BM, Tedvell 
Yon. Se Ce Lackey. 
MR. CHAYRKAN: The Committee will aome to ore 
dexe 

“Re BAMALESS Y wish Vr. Chairman and Gentil emen 
of the house, to file hare 7 more chargesethere are 
threes at the request of members of the'fouse now being 
prepared. The records were not before me and it is 
not in the record heree Jt will be filed sometime 
within half an hour this morn! ne, 

THE CYATHMAN? Cn request of other members 
than yourself? 

BR, CANALES! Yes size Y do not know the 
facts a&% all, but on request of other members than 
myself. The list of additional charces 1 have here 
which Y wish to present to you, and T also have @ 
reply so ag to bring in focus the issues raised by 
the Adjutant General yesterdaye a reply to his answee. 

Tp CHAYRMAN: Let us hear your supplemental 
charges. 
Wrereupon Vr, Canales read to the Committee 
the following additional charges. 
Austin, Texas, 
Fevruary 3, 1919. 
To the Honcrable W% % Bledsoe, Chairman, and the members of the 
Ade Joint Investigating Committee of the louse and Semte to invepe 


re aah, 


tigating Committe of the House and Senate to Investigate 
charges against the State Ranger Force; 


CONTINUATION OF OGHANRCES, 

ll, I charge that on or ebout January 29, 1918, 
fifteen Nesiocans, after they had been arrested and dissrmed by 
State Kkangere under Captain J, i. Fox's commend, et or near £1 
Porvenir in Presidio County, having been arrested on euepicion, 
were murdereé by ssid Kangers without any justifiosation or 
excuse and witnout giving said Mexicans an opportunity to prove 
themselves innocent of the offenses oharged against them. I 
charge that there were two investigations made of this affair, 
one conducted by Capt. W. i. Hanson, the investigating officer 
of the Adjutant General's Department, which investigation seeke 
to justify the Kangere in thia sffier, and the investigation 
conducted by the United States Authoritics under the direotion 
of First Gicutenant ratriok Xelly, of the 7. S. Army, in 
wich investigation he conclusively shows that these firteen 
Mexiocns, after having been arrested and disarmed by the Rangers, 
were killed in cold blood. I call this to the attention of 
the eomittes in further support of my charge Yo. 9 ageinet 
Capt. W. HY. Hanson ae unfit for the office which he holds under 
the Adjutant General. I wish also to oall the attontion of the 
Committee to the fact that, although the Adjutant General die- 
oherged the KXangers who committed thie outrage as woll ae Capt. 
Je He Pox, who Was in sommant of the Rangers at the time, yet 
acoording toe Capt. Fox's letter of June 11, although he, Capt. 
Fox, assumed the responsibilitjgms for this outrage and asked that 
he, himself, be disoharged, the Adjutant Veneral of the State who 
ig the present inoumbent refused to discharge him at the tise, 
but Capt. Fox chargea that his subsequent discharge as captain 
of the Rangers was due to the fact that he was not supporting 
Governor Hobby for Governor but was a supporter of exeGovornor 


tigating Committe of the House andi Senate to Investigate 
charges against the State Ranger Foroe; 


COUTINVUATIO“ OF CHARGES, 

lle I charge thet on or about January 25, 1918, 
fifteen Uexioans, after they had been arrested end disarmed by 
State bangers under Captain J. i. Fox's command, at or near E1 
Porvenir in Presidio County, having been arrested on suepicion, 
were murcered by said Kangers without any justification or 
exouge end without giving ssid Mexicans an opportunity to prove 
themselvea innocent of the offenses charged against them. 1 
oherge that there were two investigations made of this affair, 
ene eonducted by Capt. We Me Hanson, the investigating ofieer 
of the Adjutant General's Department, which investigation seeks 
to justify the Kangers in this affiar, and the {nvestigation 
conducted by the United States Authorities under the direction 
of Firet Lieutenant Fatriok Xelly, of the U. S. Army, in 
wiioh inveetigation he conclusively shows that these fifteen 
Mexicens, after having been arrested and disarmed by the Rangers, 
were killed in cold blood. 1 oall this to the attention of 
the eomittes in further support of my charge Yo, 9 against 
Capt. W. H. Hanson ae unfit for the office which he holds under 
the Adjutant General. I wish also to call the attention of the 
Committee to the fact that, although the Adjutant General die- 
oherged the Mengers who committed this outrage as well ae Capt. 
Je H. Fox, who was in coment of the Rangers at the time, yet 
acoording to Capt. Fox's letter of June 11, although he, Capt. 
Fox, assumed the responsibilitjuw for thia outrage ant seked that 
he, himself, be discharged, the Adjutant Yeneral of the State who 
ig the present incumbent refused to discharge him at the tine, 
but Capt. Fox charges that his subsequent discharge sa captain 
of the Rangers was due to the fact that he was not sapporting 


Governor Hobby for Governor but was a supporter of ex-Governor 


Ferguson. I further charge that from the records in this 
investigation and the way said invet tigation was handled by 
the Adjntant General's Pepartment I am led strongly to believe 
that the @iascharge of Capt. Fox, as he elains, we due to 
polities] reasone rather than to the fact that he had 
approved the outrege comitted by hie men and has assumes the 
responsibility therefor. In this sonneotion I wish to submit 
Yor the consideration of the scomuittes the whole file of the 
Adjutant General's office marked "B-4" end herein referred. to 
as "Kxhibitt I". 

12. I eharge that the investigation held Tesenber 29, 
1918, with regard to the murder of Ernest 8. Riohberg at Kanger, 
Texas, referred to in my eixth charge wae conducted by Cart. 
Hanson and that, although it was e notorious feet thet seid 
Richberg was murdered in his own place of husiness, the record 
of said investigation ocnducted by %. Me Hanson seeks to justi- 
fy the actions of enid Xangers hy leading the Vepertmant to 
believe thet the killing took place in an attempt to raid a 
gambling house and thus justify the “angere in such unlawful 
killing. In this connection ! wieh fo eall your attention to 
the fact that since this investigation these hes heen a trial 
of one of these rangore and the fury has found the men guilty. 
T eall this matter to the attentfod of the committe in 
further support of my charge No, 9 eagainat the unfitness of 
Capt. Henson as investigating officer of the Department, and 
in support of this oharge I here offer the record of the invesati- 
gation mate by hin of salt affair at Manger, Texas, which is 
marked "R-3" hut whieh I refer to as "Exhibit 7°, 

13. I charge that in the first part of August, 1916, the 
exact date I am not able to give, at or near Donna, Hidalgo 

County, Texss, a Mexican by the name of Artuoro Garcia, in seapany 

with snother Mexican by the name of Pedro Tameg, was taken out of 


146 the jail at Donna, Texas, by some officers and [ heve reason to 


believe that among these officers there were some State 
Rangers, belonging to the company of Capt. Stephens stationed 
at Mercedes, Hidalgo County, Texas, about nine miles fron 
Donna, and that these 4exioans, after being taken out of town 
in an automobile, were told to go away and they were shot at 
bysorifcers, emong whom there were State hangers, wounding 
the said aArture Gareia in the leg end he was left there all 
that night until he was picked up by a Mr. Bushy who lived at 
that time at iesreedes, Texes I charge that in making 

this investigation Capt. #. i. Hanson sought to fasten the 
responsibility for this unlawful act on the local officera 
and oitisens in order to shield the Rangers who eomnitted 
this outrage. I call the ettention of the Comnittee to his 
letter of Yotober 24, 1918, addressed to General James A, 
Harley and alao to all correspondence and investigation made 
in regaré thereto, whieh I here mark "Exhibit K", 

14. I oharge that on or about the same time as in the 
above charge No 13 that in or about Donne, Texas, acother 
Nexicen by the name of Jose Hernandes was flogged and horse- 
whipped and maltreated by State Rangers from the oompany of 
Captain Stephens because he was esuspeocted of having stolen a 
jaoke I further oharge thet Captain 8. WM. Hanson, before he 
finished seid investigation, told me in Brownsville that one 
Fred Vian, a deputy sheroff of Gameron County had told him thet 
he wae/Gse who had committed thie outrage, ani at the time I 
knew that suoh information was untrue as the offense was 
committed at s ranch gouth of Donna in Hidalgo Co. and about 
fifty miles from. Brownsville and the said red Finn 414 not 
know enything about th'a transaction. I mention this inoident 
because it was about thie time thet I woke up to the fact 
thet, in all investigations made by Capt. Hanson, he either 
tried to justify the actions of the Rangers or to shield them 
by getting statements from local euthorities in whioh they assumed 
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the responsibility for the unlawful eots in order to shield 
the Rangers. In connection with this oharge I agein 

refer to the letter of Capt. Hanson of Yetoher 24, 1918, 
edéreseed to James A. Harley, anf marked "Exhibit £," 

15. IY further charge that there are now, and there 
have been for some time, in the etete Ranger force men of 
fesverate character, notoriously known as gunmen, their only 
auelf$fication being that they can k11). a man first and then 
investigate him afterward; thet the character of these men 
fae notorions end well rnown and that in the employvent of 
said men in the State Rangcr force the Adjutant General te 
either negligent in the seleotion of his won or else it is 
his policy to have svch chereoters in the Sanger “erce to terror 
ise and intimidate the citizens of this State. In connegtion 
with thie charge I @esire this Comaittee to pase in review 
the very mon thet sre row in the force and examine for them 
selves by looking at these men who have been, and are now, 
in the force. 

16. I charge thet citisens in my county and adjoining 
counties refuse to make charges against Rangors for violations 
because they have become convinced of the fact that the Ad ju- 
tent “eneral's department, instead of investigating the officers 
who are charged with violating the law, would put gaid officers 
on notice of the cherges made against thea and then hold one- 
eided and partial investigatione of the chargee against the 
State Rangers vith a view to fuetifying their actiona, In thie 
connection I wish to call the attention of this eomnittee to 
my correspondence vith the Governor and the Agjutent Generel 
with regard to charges made against State Rangers wherein, after 
the chargea were made, instead of keoping those charges secret 
by the Adjutant General's department, they would put the por- 
gon cherged on notice that charges were made and for that 
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reason peaceable and law-abiding aitisens would not make 
oMarges against the Rangers, knowing the character of the 
men in the force. then I filed my charge of the threats 
made against me by Xangor Prank Hamer at Brownsville, Texas, 
with Governor Hobby and referred hy him to General 4arley 
for investigation, the said fencral Harley, then and sow 
Ad tutant General, wired said Sanger Frank Hamer on December 
23, 1918, ae follows: 
"Under Governor's orders you sre instructed not to 
make any threate against the lives of any oltisens 
especially 3. T. Canales and that he is to be given 
prover protection as e citizen. Commleint has been filed 
thet you have made som: threats. Without going into the 
truth of the matter you are instructed to be carafnl and 
courteous at all times and not to make e personal 
watter of your official duties. Undertake to adjust wk 
ert roreoves as best you can without causing any trouble. 
BSFers 
"] arley, Adjutent “eneral.* 
In eonnection with this charge T heratith eubmit the sor- 
responéence on this subfseat from the Adiutant Yeneral’s offflee, 
marked "B-2" and herein referred to as "Exhibit 1”, 
1% «I charge that the Adjutant General could have, 
withont the least expense to the State, made proper investigation 
and eliminated from the “anger Serviee notoriously bad men 
whose names have heen galled to hie attention as shown in my 
previous charges, but that it hes been his disnosition and the 
disposition of the Department to Freep and maintain aneh 
sharacter of men in the force, and that {t will cost the State 
something Like €12,090 or $15,000 fer investigation of this 
eheracter, and I therefore charge thet the present inoundent of 
the office ax€ is wholly incompetent ,to discharge the duties 
of his office and that this eomuittee, in ites investigation, 
should so find and recommend to the Governor thet he should 
select for said office some proper person who te eaeble to exerciese 
the duties of said office with dignity and esonosy and with honor 
to the State, B pean ere 
@ etfu submitted 
Poe N. CANALES, Reps 


‘ | 8, Reprosentative from 
the 7?th District. 


lé4o., 


Austin, Texas, February 3, 1919. 


To theAdjutant General of the State of Texas: 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby notified and requested to produge before 
the Legisiasize Investigating Committee or to file with the 
Chief Clerk of the Heuse of Zepresentatives the following 
papers now in your possession: 

1. The record of the investigation made by Captain 
W. MW. Hanson of the shooting of a Mexican by the name ef Garcia 
and another Mexican whose name is unknown to me at Denna, Texas, 

8. The record of the investigation made by Captain Hanson 
ef the flogging of a Mexican by the name of Hernandes en sus- 
pieion of stealing a jack. This flogging was done by Rangers 
belonging to the company of Captein Stephens. 

S. The record of the investigation made by your Department 
ef the killing of Ranger Dudley White. 

Very truly yours, 


Jo T. CANALES, 
Bepresentative from 77th District. 


The above notice eame to my hands on thie the fourth day 
of February ané was served by me by éelivery of a true copy there- 
of to Gem. Harley in the Adjutant General's office on thie the 
S day of February at 9:45 o'clock A. M,. 
setebugtah seas; "House of Rerresentatives. 
BILED Feb, 3, 1919. Walter Pridemore, See'y. Joint 
Committee Ranger Investigation. 
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wR, CATALESS I wish General “arley, the last letter 
T wrote to you of Tecembery 25th wherein T told you ahoute the 
comparing of the Rangers to Judge Gaines Chickenw was not in 
filee Y would like to have that letter because it has & greate 
@ very great significance in here. J take grest pride in that 
letter T think it is.a masterpiece. J would have to go to 
Brownsville to cet it because FT did not come here prepsred to 
file these charges, 

GEVEnAY WARLZV: J don't krew where Jt is ve would 
have to look it up. We misht have sent jt to some humorous 
journal, 4% was so humorous, 

YR. CANALESS Y am sure the Committee will enjoy 
that, 


CHATRMAN BLEDSOE: Mre Canales, and gentlemen of the 
Committee, it ocours to me that the last paragraph of these 
specifications or recommendations therein made are absolutely 
beyond and not in the contemplation of the resolution under which 
we ere working, at all, and we have no authority to investipate, or 
to entertain a matter of that kind, and in my fudgment £t should 
be stricken out. 

SENATOR WILLIPORD! In the ebsence of any exception I don't 
know whether 1t is necessary to take action or not. Our authority 
is given us in specific terms and we dvejanthostsee to gay who shall 

fi11 State offices other than in the Ranger force, 

SENATOR PAGS: The specification authorize the investi-e 
gation of the Adjutant General's policy in so far as we are investi-~ 
gating the State Kangers' force, that portion of the charge against 
the Adiutent Generel as an incompstent person and calling on us in 
our report tc ask to replace the Adjutant General 4s beyond our 


scope, TI ask that portion of Mr. Canales’ charge be strieken out, 
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CHATRMAN BLEDSOE: Is there a second to the motion as 
mace by the Senator from Bastrop? 

WE, TIDWELL;: I second it. 

CHAIKMAR BLEDSGE: It ie moved and seconded that that 
charge mede against the Adjutant Generel and the recommendation 
with reference to hie department be stricken aut, 

UR. CANALS: ‘The reason I made that charge is this; TI 
have that {nformation not only as to the gonduct of the kanger 
foroe but talked to several members es to whethor it was in the 
ecope ef this committee to go through with that. They beliovad 
the resolution passed, ani the way it was passed, at the request 
of the Adjutant General himself, was ae broad a8 could be and laid 
éown the flood gates of light. I met him on thet question. I 
atatecd on the floor of the house I did not want to have a sort 
of fishing net and I was going to make specifica charges. For 
that reason I demanded his records so I could base my charges on 
his records. His spokeemen in the House, Ur, Willer, sald "We don't 
went specific charges; ve want an absolutely wide investircation." 
When we met in the firet meeting last Friday I noticed the Adjutant 
General immedisiely suggested to the committee that If should make 
specific charges. I sew the General's tactios. He thought I wae 
going to file -- to shoct rabbits, little rabbite here, and say 
this men and this,- that is what he thought. I have reliable 
information, you will see, from my anever, thet the “*higher-ups" 
were responsible for this trensaction. » . . So IT took this metter 
up with the memhe:s of the house as to whether this committee was 
within its scope. 

CHAIRHAN BLEDSOE: If you would eddiress yourself aa to 
whether this investigation, not what the membegs of the House think, 
to making additional charges against the Adjutant General as an 
orficial, and disouss whether the soope of the resolution es 
egopted authorised you making those cherges--- 


MR. CANALES: Absolutely; so I looked into that matter 
end I believe, gentlemen, from a thorough investigation, that 
{t is within the scope of the resolution as passed. If the 
chairman would only read that resolution,- if leaves absolutely 
no linits. Wow if this comnittee decides to out it out then 
T demand an investigation of that kind. I want to find out 
vhere I am. If this committee does not have juris&dction of 
thet matter I want to go to the House to pass a resolution 
so as to put this additional power in the committee, If it 
ia all right, entertein it. If it ia not I want to know 
right here. It is through my original bi11 to have an 
investigation of the whole matter. 

SENATOR PAGEs Mr. Canales, have you the resolution there 
that the House passed? 

'R. CANALES: No, I haven't the ) ssolution. 

SENATOR PAGE: F¥hat language is there in the resolution? that 
euthorizes an investigation of theAdjutant General's department 
end to file charges against the Adjutant General that you think 
rould be broad enough? 

WF.« CANALES: The whole matter of the Ranger force is being 
investigated. The Adjutant General is at the head of the tanger 
force. « « 

SENATOR PAGE: Y understand you are bound by the scope of 
the recolution. I haven't it before me. If you want to go back 
to the House and ask that it be broadened so as to investigate 
the Adjutant General's department I have no objection, I do not 
think though that the resolution is broad enough. 

MR. CANALES: Y think it is. It is done in good faith. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You are bound by the soope of your resolution. 
You cannot make charges against the Adjutant General in an in- 
vestigation of this kind. 


MR. McMILLIN: The question comes up whether or not he is 
in fect a member of the Ranger force. His duties as Adjutant 
General are multitudinous, it is true, and being the head of the 
Ranger force there is a question as to whether the head of the 
Ranger force-<-- 

GENERAL HARLEY: The Governor is at the head of the Ranger 
force. When I do these thinga I am merely acting under his 
orders. You have to investigate the Governor if you investi- 
gate me because I have been acting under his instruotions. That 
is what it amounts to. 

SENATOR PAGE: We hear all this testimony incidentally 
but as far as investigating charges against the Adjutant General-- 

MR. MoMILLINs General Harley, the individual agts of the 
Rangers, are they in accordance with the direct orders of the 
Governor or your orders? 

GSNEXAL HARLEY: The Governor passes on 411 matters that 
come relative te the Cisoharges. When anything happene we submit 
the matter to the Governor; the Governor is consulted about it. 

MR. MolifuLIN: That might be with reference to the matter of 
discharge--- 

GENERAL HARLEY: So fer as the Adjutant General's duties 
ere concerned they are merely to carry out the orders of the 
Governor. The Adjutant General is the Chief of Staff of the 
Governor and carries out the Governor's orders. Really, if you 
get right dorm to it, hehhs wery little disoretionary power, very 
little. 

Me MoHILLIN: My question is to elicit information as 
to just how far the Adjutant General might be considered as a 
member of the Ranger force of Texas. 

GENERAL HARLEY: Only in so far as he represents the Covern- 
or in looking after that--no more than ohief olerk--that is 
really his duties. 

SENATOR WILLIFORD: Yheee reports are all made to you? 


wander in Chief, 

HE CHALRUAN: Let's pace to sovething e10a, 

wm, CANALES: I hare w reply to his anewer, 

THE Gitarmiag: Hewe you a reply to bis speci ficaticas, 

GENERAL HARLET;: I have just wed ved oe copy. I have not had 
Sime tO eneier then, 

UR. GANALES: Thies ie in reply, addressed to you eonbicnen, 

(Whereupen My. Commies mead his xeply to the answer filed by 
the Adjutant General, ae follgwas) 


wander in Chief, 

HE CHALRUAN: Let's pace to sovething e10a, 

wm, CANALES: I hare w reply to his anewer, 

THE Gitarmiag: Hewe you a reply to bis speci ficaticas, 

GENERAL HARLET;: I have just wed ved oe copy. I have not had 
Sime tO eneier then, 

UR. GANALES: Thies ie in reply, addressed to you eonbicnen, 

(Whereupen My. Commies mead his xeply to the answer filed by 
the Adjutant General, ae follgwas) 
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Austin, Texas, 
Fev. 5, 1019. 


To the Hon. W. 4. Ble@ece, C,afxman 
and the Henbers of the Joint Comni tte 
of the House and Senate to Investigate 
the Charges Against the State Ranger 
Force? 

Si ra: 

Now comes J. Te Canales, Representatived, from the 77th 
Diatriet and in reply to the answer filed by James A, Marley, 
Adjutant General of Texas on the Sud Day of February 1919; 
saysi 

de 
To the first paragraph of his answer wherein the Ade 
jutant General says that the matter comphained of in the first 
charge was not called to his attention by me, and that 7 was 
derelict in duty as @ citizen, IJrepiied that it 18 true that 
Iadid not call this mtter to the attention of the Adjutant Gene 
eral, beqause T had begome convinaed of the incapacity of the 
Adjutant General to give relief to the people for outyages pez 
petzated by the Rangers, or of his unwillingness to do so. 1 
ee out more fully in ay sixteenth cherge. 
Se 
To his second paragraph of his answer wherein the Ado 
futant General oclaime that the sattere complained of by me in 
the second sharged were not calied to his attention, I replied 
the same as tc his first paragraph. 
Se 
To the thiml paragraph of hia answer wherein he 
ehaims that the Killing of Lizandyw Munoz was unavoidable. I 
replied that his records hsews that the killing was under oi 
cunstanges sonatituting murder in the second degre@, and fn 
addition to the evidence submitted in connection with my third 
ehaxge I here offer the record of the investigation made by tie 
Adjutant General's Investigating officer, Captain ¥, M% Hanson, 
and whieh J here mayk for identification "Hehibit &*, 
4. 


15: 


To the fifth paragrpph of his answer wherein he says 
that he was informed by Captain C,arles ¥. Stevens, wiom T ade 
mitted before this investigating comttee that he wasa good 
officer, that he did not believe that the fingers above named 
had anything to do with the killing said Garyaia and that he ao 
ted under said information, I replied that the investigation 
made by Capt. Yanson as inveatigating officer( although Captain 
Hanson in his letter accompanying said investigation seeks to 
clear said Rangers of the charge) clearly shows that the Rangers 
and no one else could have done the murder charged to have been 
committed. To wis charge that the Grand Jury of Cameron County 
failed tq indict the Rancers for the offense I wish to eay that 
4t is @ custom along the boxder for the Grand Juries to refuse 
to indiet Rangers for unlawful acts, and this is the reassn we 
appaebed to the Adjutant Ganeral for proteation, and I further 
stated and charge that the killing said Garcia is now being im 


westigated by the present Grand Jury of Gameron Countys 


Se 
To the it#th (a) paragraph of his answer with refer 
ence to a charge made by Hon. John J. Ford, a Member of the Hows 
of Representatives, I reply that I did not know anything further 
than what Kr, Ford charges. 
6. 
fo the sixth payagraph of his answer I do not think 
there needs any fuether reply, but in support of said charge I 
call the attention ef the Committee to "Bx hibit J* being the 
record of the investigation taken by Captain W. WM. Hanson, the 
investigating officer of theadjutant General on the 29th day 
ef Desember 1915, and whom the Adjutant General refers to as a 
diligent and faithful officer, whieh investigation, oleazly shows 
that said Hanson did not take the testimony of any reputadle 
Gitisens who reside at Rangere other than some barbers, and 
one C. B. Booth, who is a watchman for the Prairie Tank fam, 


Cn the other Nand, Ne could have secured the reliable informaté 
tion. from men of Wich emmracter and integrity, aston W. D. 
Suiter State Senator, whe was Chaimman of the Mass Meeting of 
Gitizens who called on the Governor for suck investigation. 
By reading the investigation by Captain Hanson, the Conmittes 
will be convinoed ef the effort made by Manson to justify the 
agtion of said Rangers. 

Ve 

To the seventh paragraph of hia answer I desire to re 
iterate my etatement made in the seventh charge, and gall the 
attention of the Committee that Ghia charge is made solely upon 
the evidence in the possession of the Adjutant General, and frm 
h tg own records as filed with the Chief Clerk of the House of 
Representatives in anawer to my resolution salling upon kim to 
file said recordg there. 

8, 

To the eighth paragraph of his answer, wherein he 
saya that Bentley, who aceaulted one John Themis, a waiter of 
the San Francisco Cade in San 4ntionja, Texas, was not a Rare 
ger at the time, and that TI knew that this charge was false whim 
so atated by me, and that T deliberately and with evil intent 
migiead the comaittese and stated that said Bentisy was a Ran 
ger, when in faot and in truth the said Bentley had heen prior 
to the late trouble at fan Antonio disaharged from the Ranger 
force for misaonduct, I wish to reply that his own regoxd, which 
hea been introduced here se “Bchibit B* shows thit on the Sth 
day of Cetober C. %. Arnold, Sergeant of the State Rangers Bta- 
tioned at San Antonio addressed Captain W. NH. Yanson with ree 
gard to this matter as follows: "I am informed that Ranger W.V. 
Bentley of Captain Willts' Company ef Del Ric, Texas was in the 
city a day or two ago, and while at San Francisac Hestaurant 


he had an argument with one of the waiters and pulied his gun 
and hit the waiter over the head.” That at the bottom of the 
said letter Captain Yangon in his own handwriting on Ostober 6h 
1918 made the foliewing entry: #411 sugcest you suspend from 
service Hanger W. B. Bentley pending the investigation, assault 
Conmmitted by him in Ban Francisce Restaurant some day 880. 
Signed Hansen." Trt on the same day, Ctober 6th, 1918 Captain 
W. MW. Hanson wired Captain Lon Willis, stationed at Dei Rio, 
Texas as follows: "W411 sugeest you suspend from service Ram 
ger We B. Bentley pending investization assault commited by him 
fn Gan Franciseo Restaurant some days ago. Signed W. Ms». Hanson” 
I further reply that if Sergeant Arnold of the State Rangere and 
Captain Haneconm, the inyesticating officer of the hangers did 
not know on Cotober 6th, four days after the outrage was eomnit 
ted, that Bentley was not a Ranger at the time, how could a Mem 
ber of the Legislature get such information as would make him 
to deliberately lfe about such charges, Again if Bentley was 
not a Ranger at the time, why was he carrying ams and pistols 
in the city of San Antoni0? I further veply that there is no 
record submitted by the Adjutant General showing t'% waid Bentley 
had been discharged from cervice prior to the assault except 
the above mentioned telegram of Captain Hanson, although Gape 
tain Hanson in his letter of Oetober Oth addressed to the Ad- — 
jutant General says that Bentley had been discharged from nex 
vice on Catober ist, but as T find Captain Hanson's étatements 
thoroughly unreliable, I therefore again reiterate my charge 
as heretofore set cute. 

9. 
3 To the nineth paragraph of the Adjutant General's 
answer, wherein he says tht Captain W. M. Hanson has been a 
diligent and faithful officer, ani that he hes ineurred the 
dafavor of tac anid Canales' nestion ef the country by xeason 
thereof I wish to reply that I Join iesue with him on this point, 
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I admit that the said ¥. WM. Hanson is a shrewd, smart man, but 
I deny tt he is @ diligent and faithful officer, uniess the 
committee wishes to sondider the word diligent and faithful to 
mean to Gover up and protect and defend desperate characters 
who are now in the anger force, In doing this, if this is the 
meaning of the worm diligent and faithful, TI consede 1%, other 
wise, I deny it. 
LO. 

To the tenoh paragraph of the Adjutant General's ane 
swer wherein he says that my tenth charce is made for the pur 
pose of reflecting uron the Governor of Texas and upon My Cae 


ear Fieberg, I wish to state that T deny thie inshnuation, and 


in further reply 7 wish to state that on Saturday, January 25th 
vefore the investigating resolution was introduced T calied on 
Governor Nobby in company with Senator J. 3. Strickland and told 
the Governor then that T was not afraid of a thorough investi 
gation, but that Y wig afraid treat it would reflect uven his 
administration, and f— had facts in my possession whioh tended 
to do so, eppeqially with regaxd to the Adjutant General and his 
department, and that ae his frtend and staunch supporter I 

did not wish to cash the slightest reflection upon him or his 
administration, and that ali Y wanted was the cleaning out from 


the Ranger Forge all desperate characters and gun men who had 


committed. and were sonmaltting, outxages upon the good oitisens 
of this state, and the Governor then, in the presence of Ben 
ator Strickland stated that he wanted the investigation, and 
that if anyone of his appointees were not doing their duty, or 
were unworthy to discharge the office to which they were appoint- 
ed, that he wished to know it, or wards to that effect. 

I take issue with the Adjutant General en this poit 
and deny the reflection mde upon me and upon mv motives, 

| ‘Respestfully, submitted. 


presentative 77in District. 


FILED February 4th, 1915. Walter Pridemore Seoretary Joint 
Committee investigating Texas State Rangers. 
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GENERAL HARLEY: Gentlemen, I do noi kic¥ Wheat the Comnit- 
too's wWiehes are with reference to taking wy thine gharses, whether 
we should aka wp ome cherge ot a tim or not, but I engee 
we do take one chazge at & time and caompiste the evidence on that 
before We take w another one, wilenn 13 be in the case of sone 
witnesves Whe arg here endepanh walt over, Yexy Cow vitnsa-ee 
have oune in yet om thace shatges. Go Yar as oug wi tneses 
Gormerned, there ate one or to haxve that we would Like for the 
Gonmitte to have thelr testinomy taken down and the matter gould — 
be aftexBagds applied to the partiouies charge as to Which they 
appear in. Fox instance, I have (ol, Siccum hare whe de not in 
Vaty good hoalth -- he has been aiok and io afmaid he cumnet gone 
bak, He game here with reference to ond of thease ghaxgee brought 
ani { would like te pul hin on the. ehend and get hie. teetisony in 
Writing, if the Comittce aves fit to hear it, 

WR. GHAITMAR: Let's acdextain how many witnseean are present. 
How many Siinescea appeased hare under progess thi¢ aqrning? All 
of yqustand up whe Love been shpoensad and io are bere wider prom 
0088. 

en is the pleasure of the Connittee? 

« LACKEY: Z guggeat Kr, Cambios de better agquainsed with 
his ence ond @ ilet of the ritaecees wodey sagh vammaph of 
these Ghaxgoes that axe etippoaed to suetedin the. vhexees ef each 
paaigizaph, and Jet thece witnesses be named #6 We cus 4ake 4% up 
avd expedite maitevse in that way, 

THE GHAZHMAT: Will there te any cbjoction to hepeinziGol, 
Riau: ab thid thee? Lt will be oui of cadex, but he ie & OR 
wap. AG the suggeetion of Gunarel Harley, if <haxh. ia so obies- 
Sion, ¥e Will wax hin at this tine, 

Me Oieaies, war suggeation is going to be that sek arrange these 
ehanges in the order that we déesize to present then adil.cet the 
Witnesses here on each specitio charge and let's get through with 
thie juat ac fact as We. oan, 

MR. CANALES: Several of our witnesses are here that i bad eua- 
moned, but in oxdex to argango then, you know how 1¢ $k in a 


gourtzoom, we have te communioate with them, and pexshaps after 
heaving Goi. Blogu:, if you will give ne a few minutes T oan 
present sy evidence in a logical and concise form, 

THE ¢ AN; And probebiy save tims. 

WR. GANALES: With each sharge I make an exhibit, and I wish 
that exhibit to be considexed ag past of the charge and ny evig 

THE GHATRMAT: ‘You will have to introduce i+, Ao you take Up 
aah charge, introduce 1¢ in evidengs. 

WR. GANALEG: < here additional charges presented to ne by 
the nembere of the house, Do you wish me to present thes now? 

THE CHAIRMAN: You hear tne statement of Mr, Gannles, Some 
of the other members of the house have sent in «- by meabers of 
the house, 

GENERAL HARMBY: % think the mule is that these ehaxges should 
be presented to me before they are pesented, X ought te be served 
with a copy of them first, 

THE CHAIRMAN: Ave thay in duplicate? 

WR. GANALES: You, six, 

THE OHAITRUAT: Give the Genoml a copy of them and we Willi 
hear them before the Connittee. 

GENERAL HARLEY! Z Would iike to know what the Committee's 
Wiehee are with reference to filing further eharges. {ae this the 
dest day on which oharges axe to be filed ty anybody? 

THE GHAIRUM: I should think any citisen, not a resident 
of Avatin, should be aliowed te file them during the hearing, 

GENERAL HARLEY: Mr. Ganaies could xsepresent thoes peaple and 
file the ghaxgea in their name and this will oontinwe on and on, 
@n endiess chains 

THE GHATAMANS £ am sure there Will not be an abuse of that 
privilege. 
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Austin, Texas, 
Vebruary 4, 1929. 


To the Non. W % Bledsoe, Chairman, and the members of the 


Joint Investigating Committee of the Home and Semte 
toinvestigate oharges against the State Rancer Forces 


18 I, dg. T, Canales, do further charge on informae 
tion and belief, that T am reliably informed and verily believe 
that % E, Roberson, for a long time & member of the Ranger Force 
did in Sierra Blanoa, Hudspeth County, Texas, about two and a 
half years ago, unjustifiably kill H. 7. Boykin, a well. known and 
highly honored gattleman of tnat section, said Boykin, at the 
time being unarmed, and the said Robersen being ayned with pige 
tots and Winebhater, and on account of hie reckless conduct not 
only killed said Boykin but aleo killed an innooent bystander. 

IT do net charge that at the very time of the kiliine eaid Robexe 
son was &@ member of the Ranger force of Texas, but he had been 
until very shortiy before the killing, an@ithen after the kille~ 
ing, and st. ox about the time of his firet conviction fox mux 
dex he was reecomnissioned a ranger by the Adjutant General's 
Department of Texas, YT further smrge that the record in said 
wmuxder cage whows that said Reberson had been commissioned a 
ranger after he had heen tried for mimer at Marfa, previous to 
the killing of Boykin. Y refer tnis Monoradle Committee to the 
vreaoxd of said mumier case, which aan prohably be obtained from 
the Court of Criminal Appeale, and T aleo ask process for Benator 
R MW. Dudiey and Representative Adzian Foo] and A. HE, Thomason. 

19. 1%, J. T. Canales, do further charge on informatio 
and belief, that I am reliably informed and verily believe that & 
19237, one W. B. Sands, a member of the Ranger Forge of the State 
of Texas, while in a very intoxicated gondition, in the Conley 
Taland saloon @ notérious resort in the oity ef Ri Paso, Texao, 
did £11 Sergeant. Owen Biexne, who for nearly twenty+five years 
had been an able and honored regular soldier of the United States 
said Bierne Waving been sent to said eAloon to quel} = disturbance 


there and to remove gertain soldeixe then tn said saloon, and 
said Sands, while intoxiasted and amned with a pistol, did une 
Sustifiably ill said Bierne. 

In support of this charge I ask that process be iasued 
for Seretor Ry, Ms. Dudley, and Representatives Adrian Pool and 
Re E, Thomason, 

Respestfully submi teed. 

I 


: : iA Y ele 8, SS inenceeenntins . 
Raspresentative from 77th District. 


Filed Yebruary 4th, 1919, Walter Pridamore Sea'y Joint Gomnlttee 
investigating Texag State Rancers. 
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Austin, Texas, 


Te the Adjutant General 
of the Btate of Texas. 
Dear Siri«« 

You are hereby notified and requested te produce bee 
fore the Legislative Investigating Committee or to file with the 
Culef Clerk of the House ef Representatives the following papers 
now in your possension: 

1. The reaord ef the investigation made by Captain 
W, My Yanson of the shooting a Mexican by the name of Gercig and 
another Nexioan whose name ie unknown to me at Donna, *sexas, 

&e The resord of the investigation mde by Cavtain 
Hanson of the Flogging of a Mexican by the name of Hernandez on 
suspicion of stealing a jack. This floggingwas done by hangers 
belonging to the company of Captain Stephens, 

3. The vecords of the investigation made by your De» 
partment of the &iliing of hanger Dudley White, 

Very truly yours, 


“ae Reuwecntal ee teem Witn Distrist 
The above notice oame to my hands on this the fourth 
day of February anc was served by me by delivery of a. true copy 
thereof to Gen. Maxviey in the Adjutant General's Office on this 
the 3 day of Yebruary at 9145 o'ulook AM, 


oo ae ine i RAB Aen. ot: out pn ee ie om ow 
teigesatcRteamas Wass ‘bf Hapresen 
tives, 


FILED February 3, 1919, Walter Pridemore, Seoty Joint Committee 


investigating Texas State Rangers. 


COLONEL H. J. SLOCUM. 
First having been duly sworn testified before the 
committee as follows. 
EXAMINED BY:4NQIVTANT GENES 


at HARLEY. 

Q Your name is Colonel H, J. Slocum, is it not? 

A Yes sir. 

Q Plense state your rank and official conneation at this time 
with the Army colonel? 

A TI am Colonel 13th Cavalry command at Ft. Sam Houston. 

Q State whether or not whthin the last year you commanded the 
post at Brownsville, Texas? 

A Yes, ¥ commanded the Brownsville District from Brownsville 
to above Roma: 

Q I will ask you if while serving down there you had occasion 
to come in contest with the Ranger Force? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Will you mind stating to the Comm! ttee what your experience 
was, whether or not they co-operated with you in th. enforce 
ment of the laws ‘ 

A They did. 

Q I will ask you whether you, whether or not you knew Captain 
Hanson of the Ranger Force! 

AY did. 

Q State whether or not he performed so far as you know his 
duties as an officer? 

A Me aid. 

Q Y would like to ask you whether or not the conditions on 
the border with reference to the enforcement of the law is 
good or bad? 

A Well the Border always has been more or less troublesome. 

Q Yes? 


& And the enforcement of the Federal Law, which was my duty, 
and the enforcement of the State Law were separate and dise 
tinet mitters. YT had nothing to do with anything but the 
enforaement of the Federal law, which was at times violated, 
especially the laws of Neytyality, which was the main obe 
jSecy of my duty there with the 6 or 7000 men 7 had. 

Q Wen there many violations of the nuetrality laws during 
your tenure down there? 

A Constantiy. 

Q By whom were they violated mostly? 

A Well that was done by all classes of people who ifved along 
the river. That was not confined solely to one side of the 
rivere 

Q Gne ‘nor the other? 

A Gne to the other 

Q 3 will ask you whether or not there was during your tenure 
there any proegerman propaganda? 

A Coneideradly. 

Q Considerad) y? 

A That was my main anxiety for that year, from January 1918 un 
t12 November 1915. under the {netructions of our Soverner 
to be particularly conserned and active in suppressing proe 
German propaganda. 

Q 7 think you stated there ware aleo violations of the exmeption 
laweemmugelingewas there @ good deal of smucsling? 

A It had been going on there ever since the river flowed to the 
Gulf. 

Q Been going on there constantly? 

A Yes siz 

Q T will ask you {f you received any acsiatance from the Rance 
or did they co-opemate with you in,.endeavoring to. cheali German 
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propoganda and violations of the law of neutzelity and viola 
tions of exemption laws? 

A. They did. 

Q I will ask you if you called on them any time and whether or 
not they assisted your 

A 3 did and they dia. 

Q Did they Alusys aseiat you when galled upon? 

A Yes sir 

Q Was thefts work in eennestion with your department satisfactory? 

A Entirely 90. 

Q 3 will ask you if you received any assistance from local author 
ities down there? 

A What do you mean by loaal authorities? 

QT mean the Sheriff's department and the Constables? 

A T had no special relations with them one way or the other 
Car relations were friendly enouch, but TI do not recall have 
ing oal1048 upen the Sheriff or the Constable toe 

Q To assist you at any time? 

A Fo no more than to Look after Soldiers who might get too mich 
mesoal. 

Q Y will ask you if you came in contact with Capt. Manson! bee 
lieve you mentioned it? 


A Yes sir. 


Q Te it not a fact that Capt. Yansen and all other sangers worke 
ed fn Maxmony with your department there at a1] tim a7 

A Yes sin 

@ Did you in your experience down there know of any Ranger that 
misconducted hinsel f? 

A} did -note 

Q Would you mind stating what you know of Capt. Yanson's attitude 
lawlessness down there and pro-Germniam on the Border? 


Tel 


A All that I observed of Capt. Sansen’s work there was with an 
effort to enforce the law, not only the State law but the Fede 
eral lew. IT saw no cocasion where Capt. Yansen was in the least 
Bit derelict in carzying out Kis orders and he assisted me: 7 
wold no grief for Capt. “Yansen at ali but am simply stating the 
facts in the onee. Now as for ProeGeman, I think that 7 prow 
babtly at some seVeral times wad cocasion to talk to Capt, Hane 
een ahout the proeGerman propoganda ani at al1 times when J did 
confer with him Y found his willing ness to coeoperate with me, 

@ Ris attitude was trying to create a good feeling on the boxe 
der wee it not and to enfcree the law? 

A Btriotiy. 

Q Do you know of any case down there where the angers perpetrated 
any outrages against the Citizens at any time? 

At dod not 

Q How long have you been on the border? 

ATI firat went to the border in the Catarina Garcia revolution 
30 years ago as & Liektenant and was stationed at Salineno, 
dust above Rom. and then I have deen on the Border off and 
on ever. sincee BH Faso, Laredo, Columbus and Brownsville, Had 
considemabie intergourse with the Ranger Force from Laredo downy 
YT hed them in my camp at Salineno in 94. as well as T remember 
when the Catarina Garcia campaign was on and 7 depended on then 
@ great deal. 

Q 7 will ask you if the Rammer Forge are any worse than they were 
in these. days? 

A T don't think sos 

Q Mave they improved ang@ in the last few years? 

A ke far as T know they are about the same effictent body of men 

Q The aame Glass of hen. De you know anything with reference to 
the Adjutant General's policy touching upon the Ranger Si tuae 


— 
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tion down there’ 

A Somatime ago the Adjutant General wrote & letter which was pube 
lished in connestion with a man's case, named Vox or Come 

Q Fox. 

A ZeeUaptainevihich Brought from me a letter to him expressing my 
admiration and approval of the policy as outlined by fenexzal 
Marley in that Fox conse. FT asked for that Letter downstaixe 
and was told i¢ was here. Generel Yarley's Vox letter and my 
letter to General Yayley wherein I expressed myself for the 
views ag expressea by Marley in this Vox letter were. recognised 
and carried out, if they were there never would be any question 
ae to the intent and deafre on the part of the Rangers to proe 
tect the lawabiding oitisens. Tat letter is here somewhere. 

Q Did you at any time attend the mass meeting of the Citisens of 
Brownsville protesting agsinst the removal of the Ranger force 
from that section 

AT don’t reoall them YJ don't remember. J was at several mass 
meotings, 80 calied, in Browneville, in the early part of the 
year 1916, when things looked kind of bad along that riven 
Geman Fropoganda was threatening and it was not posaible to 
teli how far sugcersful that would be. Ry instrusticns from 
wy Goverment were to watoh out for that, 

Q Treva was & good Gen] AnticAmerican Feeling engendered aiong 
the Border and prowGemsan agentes working throughout that seo- 
tion of the country? 

A.Y think J had 11 of them in my quand house, 

Q. You tad 22 of them in your quard ‘house? 

A Yom, that is these eneny aliens, Germans and Austrians, put thes 
by the Department of Justice however. 

Q Did you have cocasion to catch any Mexicars down there in cone 
neation with that AntieAmerican and Pros German Progagandae do 
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you venesbder? 

AI do not resenber. 

Q I wilt ask you 1f you know Kr. Camiles that ifves at Brownse 
wire! 

AI do not remember him 

Q Did he ever come to you and offer any assistance of any kind 
during this war to help you to keep down German Propagenia? 

A Hot that I remember 

Q And AntieAmerioanian down there? 

A Not that ¥ remember. 

Q@ De you think {t would be a good idea to remove the Ranger Yorce 
from that seation of the sountry? 

A do not 

Q Did you know Capt, Stevens while he was down there? 

A Yoo alxs 

Q Did he conduct himself as an offiaer. should so far as you know? 

A 80 far ap I knows 

Q Did he give you aseitance and soroperetion at a11 times in that 
work? 

A When 1 called upon him. 

Q Gapte Wrighte? don’t believe he wae there during your time’ 

A I Wave got Stevens and Yright mixed ups 

Q Weight wae at Rio Grande City, J don't suppose Capt, Wright 
came {n contast with you very much because he was farther up 
the river? 

A The Gant. at Nereedes, what was his name? 

Q That was Capty Stevens? 

A Stephens, Yam 

Q From the condition ef that country down there and your know 

Ledge of it, colonel do you think tmt 4¢ is possible for that 

Country to be guamied propeziy by & amili force of men oF & 


aarge force of memis it necessary to have a large force of 
Fangers there? 

A Well that dependa upon what the conditions are scross thre 
river» 

Q I have reference now to stealing and sxuggiing» I don't have 
reference to evasion but te stealing ani smuggling and pand{te 
xy tYerey Do you think you can have too many offhwers there, 
in other words? 

A Nos 

& You oannot? 

A That is if you want to stop all the ragcality that is going on 
Q Capt> Yangen as &@ main, do you know with your experienge with 
himewould you hdd atating your opinion of him as an officer 

and aman ? 

AT have always found Capt» Yansen on to his job, doing hie duty 
Going it faithfully. very time 7 had oocasion to go te him, 
and J went to him every time he was {n town to find out what 
weagoitg on and to get information from him and {f negeseary to 
ofl] on the Rangers through him for assistance in running down 
the bad elements and he was already, he was allways ready to 
evsist in ary way he could. ‘te know the pecple and know the 
language and knew the mexican and the customs ani knew the 
country, far better than ¥ did, 

Q Are you familiar with the King Ranch Colonel? 

A i have been there. 

Q De you think that 1t fs good polfoy or bad policy to station 
a number cf rangers there to protect that section of the coun 
try? 

A Well for the same reasomyeorfor the saw @ yeason 3 put troops 
down on the Piper plantation At the time the Germans propos 
ganda was on, when we were involved in tat creat was, was not 


able to tell what the German influese would be able to accom 
plish across the river and the nesessity for getting Horses 
and cattle and foodstuff across the river was a matter of cor 
siderable consideration and 7 placed a aquard of troops on the 
Piper Flanatation whisk is right on the river because they weve 
stealing and smuggling across the river cattle from that Piper 
fangh, for what purpose 7 do not know but 7 did not want that 
stuff te go across the river where Gur enemies were at work. 
Vow 4t might be said that farther back from the river where 
thave was a great quantity of cattle and horses that mfidht. be 
driven across the river for that-eame purposes, J know that at 
once time we hed a body of regular troops under “eneral Bullock 
and. I was asked by Ure Kbeberg, I think, to see if J could not 
put Regular Troops thera, & oimill detastment on the Xing Maneh 
7 made that request of the comanding Gengal and he told me 
that we did not heave the troops to spare and it was not done 

Q Were you in thst section ofthe country at the time o the Norias 
radd, the raid on the Norias Ranch, that was in 1915, the Lower 
¥ing Ranoh? 

A Ne, there was a raid on te same there in 18. 

Q That waa the Moet Ranch: 

A Hast Ranch? No I don't know anything about the Norfas Ranch, 

Q De you know anything about the character of men who made the 
maid on the Rast fanch? 

A No, only wat 7 nave been told. 

@ You do not know that they came aoroas the river and raided the 

Fenech? 

A don't know, 

Q Yow long Nave you been in the United StatesArny? 

A “vout 87 years. | | 

GOMBRAL NARLEZYt J believe that wae ali 


at present. 
HRAMIEEZD BY MRy CANAL BGe 

Q MR CANALES? «67 pee from the questions anked by the Adju 
tant General that he asked the witness about Wie conduct as 
Adjutant Geneyal fn thie mtterm 7 thought that was out outs 
*f the Committee ig not gscing to consider the witneser censider 
the evidence, 7 will not cross-examine the witnase on that mate 
tex. 

CHAIRUAN BLEDGOR: Mr» Canales, so fay ap his condust or 
his orders with reference to the retention of men down there 
or themnegement of men on the border, with reference to his 
conduct and their duties as officials 7 think it would be @ 
proper inquiry, but as to his fitness for Adjutant General and 
the suggestion that his office de vacated and another man se 
lected, we Wxve nothing to do with that. 

WR. CANALES’ Q@ Yhen you were ctaticned in Browneyilie 
whem did you relieves 

A I want te Brownsville the 2nd of January, 1918, 
Q Whom did you relieve there’ 
A Relieve Colonel Teddington, 
Q De you remerber who was there before Colonel “eddington? 
A Celonel Stair was tere, Cenereal Yorton, General Farker, 
Q And Colonel Blocksom? 
A Coleone] Blocksom 
Q Colonel Blocksom in 1915, he was relieved by General Farker 
and then Parker relieved by Generel Morton and Geneyal Horton 
relfered by Colonel Sayers and Colonel Sayers reifeved by the 
GentBemen you juat mentioned, and then you relieved him is 
trata fet? 
AT think sO. 
Q You dealt. know eny thing had happened there prior to Jamaxy 


re fe 
fe? 


2nd, 1016? 

A Up to 04 and 05, 

Q That is up to 1027, 15 and 16, you were not stationed there? 

& No, I was in New Mexioo. 

Q@ You don't know about the German Propoganda that took place 
during 10217 in Juna where {un 7 goroperated with Genz Mow 
ton and wherein we gaught VY reiests and that whole affair 
do you know anything about that? 

GENERAL HARLEY: If Colonel Slocum has not been here I 
don't think Hr. Canales ought to be allowed to me this states 
ment, that he did these things, If he was not there Ke does 
not know anything about It, te 4s putting his questions in the 
affirmative fom, and J do not think it ie admissable, 

gis CHATRMAM I think this examination ought to be limited 
to matters within the knowlege of this witness. 

SENATOR FAGHS TI make this suggestion; Genexal Harley acle 
ed Colonel Glocwa if ir, Cansles had volunteered hig services 
in running down Geyman Propoganda. If think en Cross-examirae 
tion he may agi» 

GHNSRAL MARLEY 7 wild waive the obj ection 

TTS CUIRVAIS J do not want te banisunderstoods, wut I 
think the crons- emimination should be limited to the time in 
which Colenel Rocum was in charge of affirm, General ‘larley 
asked the witness ao 1 recalled if during the time tw was 
there Mr. Carales nad tendédred him Wie services, 7 have no obe 
Section and Y think it would be leaqitimate inquiry during that 
time, J simply want my ruling undretood, that 7 have no obe 
dectiona but 7 think it would be pertinent and a proper inquiry 
to sguderexamine with reference to the time that the witness 
was interrogated about and is shown to “ave been in charce of 
the post, but to permit asking questions about matters that 
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the witness says he did not know of and could not have known 
ef occuring one year or two years prior to the time covered by 
the direst examination, I do not think that it would be prop a 

SEYMATON WILLIFOHIG JT beli ee T um-our understanding is, we 
ave preceeding here as nearly as practicable under the rules 
of the procedure of istrict and County Gourvte Ae J understand 
it under all the rules Mre Canales would have the sight to show 
why he had not made such offer of help, that he was not there 
or could showe 

Mite CANALES? I don't know what the Colonel knows even 
though he wasn't there. “owever if the Colonel says he docs 
WYt know anything about 1¢ J would take his word to be true 
because I know any member of the United States Army in high 
standing his word is absolutely tzue+! never go back of tht. 

Ye CHATHMAN: Alright. J would be glad to hear from 
the committees as to whether the cross- examination should ex» 
tend asto time other than that covered by the time this witness 
wae otationed at that poate 

SHHATOR FAGES This witnesson direot examinition was asked 
vy General ‘faxley whose witness he is, if kre Camies, the proe 
seouting witness we might oall him in this mater, had ever 
been to him and suggested te him that he would assist Rim in 
running down German Fropegenda and he said he had note Mrs 
Canales asked him this ene question and said did you know or 
do you know that during the time ef the officer whe served ther 
vefore he did that he went to him and the had run down certan 
Cemman propogandas. 7 think he has & right to ask that question 
what the answer of the Golonel would be J do not know J do not 
think he ought to go farther than that in the field of specw 
iation and that is the emly question he can answer, That would 


be my viewe 

GRUBRAL HAMLHYt J ohjeot to any question that goes beyond 
the knowleége of the witness, that goes to what might have Wap 
pened when he wag not there, J objegt to the question on that 
ground, that it does net speaify the matter within the knowl edge 


of the witness. 

Tis CUATIUANT. T am going to ask that the examination be 
go Limited, but in oxder te save tim go ahead with your qucee. 
ti one 

(Iaet question read as follows) * Yeu don't know aboutthe 
German Propogania that took place fn 1917 in June when 7 coe 
operated with General Morton and wherein we caught 7 priests 
in that whole af€aizdo you know anything about that") 

Can you answer that? 

AT do note 

Q (By Canales) Your intellfgense officer was Capte Yarrigon? 

A Yes Bite 

@ tea was the man directly in charge of that? 

A Under mee 

Q Yes. Ta ft not a fact that 14 was customary to refer to him 
all those matters for investigation? 

A Yes, and again I made some investigations myself, but he was 
my active man in charge of the intelligence department. 

Q Yow you have answered that you caught 7 7 tuinkeT think itw 
was 7 Germans and Austrians, you ‘ad then in the Guard “ouse 
for Propomanday 7 think you wave answered, 7 think you had at 
one time 12 Germans and Autxiane in the Guam House but that 
they were arragted by the Department of Justices you mean the 
United States Department of Justice, not the Rangers? 

A Noe 

Q Tow long have you known Capte "“angon? 

A Iaet Spring or last summer some time, 
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Q@ iid you know him pricr to that time? 

A Befcre that time? 

Q@ Yose 

A Noe 

Q Lo yeu know whether he was a secret service man of Cenerml 
Dias, President of Mexico at tat time? 

AI do note 

Q De you know whether or not he was an agtive supporter in 1917, 
I think, 012 elong Tampico? 

ATI do note 

Q Do you thow when he was arrested by the Mexican Authorities 
and ezpelled on accounting of being an undesirabl » oitizen 
ofNexi ce? 

ATI do note 

Q The fact that you were soquainted, that is merely casual end he 
worked on some spocific mttexrs of neutral interest with ve 
gard to running down Bandéte or propeganda? 

A Border oonditionses 

Q Yes Border conditions, You said you did not know mee Don't 
you renember meeting me at the office of James Te Yelle? 

AJ heve been in thst office many timeae 

A Do you remenber the appointment of James Be YellawT aalied them 
to sse Kim on & profeseicnal matter of law and you were ‘here 
and he introduced me to you? 

Aldo not, JY wish J did, 

Q You are a frient to Jim 3. Wells, are you?? 

A Yes sixes 

Q Waat sort of a mn is he? 

GENERAL "ANLEY; Gentlemen, are we going to put Bim Yells 

Cnaxaoter in fosuc here? JT would like to knowewe hare lots of 
witnesses here pro and con 7? think, Weave not raised any quem 


tion on it, on thate 

ER. CAKALES3 By parpose is this, Judges Velis is & mem 
ber ef the State Council of Defense and he also had charge of 
rurning down Gexman Fropoganda, The gentlemin seems to be 
very neprous about me adking thie question but 7 teli him if 
he stays collicated and composed I will bering this out alright. 

GENZHAL HARLEY: That is algight Hr. Ganeles, 7 would be 
glad to Neay, as fax as I am concerneé, I would be aiad to 
near its 

TNE. CHATIQZAN2 3 do not see at this time how Jim ‘elisa 
sregitation ag a man, Ox a citizen is involved in this sonneds 
tion and in the investigation ofthe Ranger forces 

MR. CANALES; We is a menber of the State Council of Dee 
ferme, Charged with the very matters of overlooking along; on 
tre country and being well xnown, about this propoganda and with 
the cowoperation of the State Cevernement, we genezally held 
mary confererces along this line and 7 wish to prove by the 
gentleman, tedause J had him summoned myself, I consulted him 
and gave him advice and information about this matter, and to 
show why I did not see the Colonel T knew the Colcnel was friend 
Ly with Judge Velis ond I knew Judge Welle would give my infox 
mation to dw. 

ris CHATHMATS ts there any specific act or & misgenduct 
chaxged against Jim Wells that it is necessary for us to ine 
vestigate it? 

Wii, CAHALESS 2, Chaizman J om answering the question and 
insimuation made by the answezeand the questions ofthe General 
that 7 had not, although @ member of my distriot, had not cewep 
ayated with he authorities in my distriet in running down 
ASgerman Propoganda, J am telling you why I did not have to see 
the Colonel becauce he was in Glese touch with men who were 


higher up than mysel f and who were soeoperating with himedon't 
you understand that. propes!i tion? 

TMZ CHATHMAM! T understand it to say that I am going to 
ever xule i¢ at this time. This Comaftte can overvule me if it 
wee fit, You do,'t want us to inquive into the reputation of 
ali of the good citizens of the Browmyvilie Countzy? But this 
time T am going to old othereise and ny xuling ts pubjeot to 
the revision of the Conm!ttee, 

MRe PAGER Y do not think the character of Judge Welle is 
fim issue at ali and the Chairman's ruling is correct but 7 
would presume Mrs Cannles would have the right to show af Judge 
Wallis was @& ahairman of the County Counvil of Defense, he would 
have Ghé right to show that he was coppersating with Judge Vella 

WR, CANALES Will you please anever that question? 

THR CYATRMAN: No Six, The chair sules that it to improper 

WR, CANALERS YT appeal from the ruling ef the Ghaixe 7 
velieve T have the right in omer te predicate my subsequent 
question, that 7 heave the right te rely upon Judge Vells to 
give him my informtia beoauce he is known there a@e an None 
ovable man and therefore 7 could address him and give him any 
information I had with resard to the enforcement of the laws. 

UR, PAGES Mery Canales would it not te satisfactory to you 
to develop Judze Velie position, that se was Chairman of tie 
County Ceuneil of Deferme, without going inte Ale ewapacter? 

Tf you go into his character, he has a good many feimnds and 
enemies and we would be here and “esr many paople pre 46 cone 

T do net think the chairwin hae ruled that you had not the ri¢gkt 
te prove thet he wan Chaixmmen of the Btate Councll of Defense 
wut we do not wish te go into his private oharvectern 

MR, CANAL ES3 Only in this connection, T had to rely 
upon his being @ law abiding end lew enforcing citizen 


WRe PAGE! Won't you establish that by showing the posi- 
tion that Judge Wells held? 
WR, CANALES Alzight I withdrew that question and ask } 

Q You wave known Judge Wells for a muber of years: 

A Yea sir. 

Q And ave close frbendes with Judge Velin‘ 

A Ye@e | 

Q Now what pesition did he hold there if you k-ow? 

A What? 

Q Wat position did he hoa? 

A Why We was & practicing attorney. 

Q Yes. 

A And I dvelieve, was & member of the Conmittee of National De- 
ferse, Sub-Gommittes of National Refense 

Q The State Natiom) DefensesThe State Council] of Defense wasn't 
it of our District? 

A Comesghing of that kind, 

Q Was not he very active in airing vou information with regard 
te propoganda and the things that would doegperate with you 
in wining the war? 

A Ye was @ very patriotic American Citisen in every way and 
very much inerestedin winning the var begause he ‘md & sons 
over there. 

Q Now Celonel, ie 1% not a fuct you often frequently visited him 
and you caled in his office and he also would oa]] to see you 
with regard to those activities’ 

A On what aotiviti est 

Q That fs about the copperation about winning the war and doing 
anything that was necessary towards that end? 

A % wiring they war? 

Q Yes. 


A AL weyes 

Q De you know about the fact of the, mexican by the name of 
Garcia that was taken from Pipers Plantation, a rangh, and 
taken ty the Rangers to, by the Rangers of Captain Stevens 
Company to Point Teabel, and held there in Jail, and taken 
out that night and afterwards completely ics sight off 

A Orly by what T saw in the newspapers. 

& De you know what was the common report in Brownsville shout 
that tin @ 

A What? 

Q De you know what was the common report in Brownsvilie abou 
that time? 

A Sbaht that man? 

Q Yea, as to who killed that man? 

A There were 411 so0:,ts of opinions. 

SERATOR PAGER? Y hardly thinkeWe have adopted the rules of 
Court Procedure JI hardly think common reports would be admis- 
Badia 
VWRe CAYALES3 The only reason ie in as mich as the witness 

has testified and Jeneral Harley attempts to show that this 
witness was weli acqutinted, T was going to show that this wite 
ness was not well aequainted, that fs all, that he was enforcing 
the law of the United States and International Laws as the Cole 
enel was very willingly stated, nis mind was on that and not on 
the activities of the Rangers. Sut of course |} will withdraw it 
upen objection of any menber of the conmnittee. 

@ You de not know of any spesific acts of violations by the Rane 
gers? 

A I do net. 

Q You confined your setivities to the Military line and to the 


enforeement of the Federal laws with reganl to Neutrality and 
{Ss 


thinge of that kim, didn't you, entirely? 

ATX did. 

Q You stated you stationed men on Piper's Plantation that is on 
the river? 

A Yes six. 

Q The King's Tanch {26 about 69 er 70 miles from the river isn’t 
4t? 

A&A Farther than that 7 thinks 

Q And is it not true that it lz aethercis a layerof thickly sete 
tied and populated country in the valley vetween the Ming's 
Ranches and the river? 

A Vall those settlements were not scattered beyond San Benito 
over, fxom 18 to 20 miles back from the xiver, from there on 
up to the King's Ransh Ceuntzy you would not call {t pettlad, 
Js Rymonieville on that Hirer? 

Q No, not on the dine but it. is 47 miles from Brownpyville on the 
Gulf Coast Road? 

AT don't tmows 

Q Do you know where Tyford is situated? 

A Hoe 

Q 40 miles from Brownsville? 

A T nave been through there on the train, 

GENERAL WARLEY! That ia not on the Gulf Const it 1@ on 
the Texas ligican fen't 1t7 

Mx, CANALES; Nog {+ is on the ARP Coase 

Tis CHAYTQAN: T ana going to have to ask that these 
inverruptions be mdein order and let's not make 1t necessary 
to <All either parties attention to it as we go alongs 

@ Te 44 not a fact going along on the Gulf Coast SoadeBt, Loule 
Beownaville anc Mexigan Fallway going South as you pass on back 
as far as where the countyewhere tue Kenedy and King's Ranohes 
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are that the first large settlement is Maymondevillea, 47 miles 
from Brownsville? 

Af don't know, 

Q Tre next is Lyfords about 40 or 41 miles from Brownavilie? 


A That * don't know 


Q Then “axiincen? 

A & Yes, T know ‘tarlingcen very well. 

Q Tat is 25 miles from Browmarille? 

A Yes Bir. 

Q Then running north in a Novthwesterly direstion what we ca2 
the Omanch, you ‘ave Mercedes, a very thickly populated, you 
have Dorma, also thickly settled, Syenezexy, San Juan, MoAjlen 
and T4asloneten't 14 a fact in aline this wey so all this thick 
ly settlad countxy jies between Kings Ranch and the Rio Grande? 

A Alona tnt branch yvaliroad? 

@ You atationed those men at that piper plantation bedduse it 
wae riekt along the river, but j@ it not a fact also that at 
that time the River was low and people could crgas the river 
at will, cometimes simply on foot? 

A Anywhere. 

Q Te 1% not a2 fact also Colondl that on aacount of the food, on 
account of the fact that the Mexfaan Yepulation on the South 
of us afd not cet food, gould not cet food, that they vers bad 
off, starving and same over, crossing at night and would steal 
com and ete2l potatoes and things Like that? 

A Yes airs 

Q Alone that river and thet ia the veason why you stationed your 
lines 211 the way from tha Mper Plantation South ef Brownse 
ville clear up to Yercedes’ 

A Above thateall the way up the rivers 

Q You have then 2189 to coetpexrate with you the Federal Revere 


men interests or noteY didn't knoweeo YF put a special guard 
on the Piper Plantation. We patrolled that river day and night 
an ali Kinde of weather, while the stealing went one The averag 
American Soldeft does not understand Spanish, don't know the 
people or tow to dealeith them along the boxder and, revalling 
my experience with the Tangerg in tre Carcia revelation when I 
Wad them fn my camp 412 the time-and whenaver IT could get them 
Y asked tham to have 2 Tangers, or 3, JT have forgot, put down 
there in that dig bend country, fn the Fiper country, te wea 1f 
tT could not stop that cattle stealing, After the Rangers got 
down there *here was not any more cattle stan} ing. 

PR, CATAL2BL Put there were not eattle lef} to steal was 
there? 
Atout 700. 
Tere wan the Piper Plantations it was a diary wasn't 4t? 
Thay had a Lot of fine blocded animals, 
They had about S6 of themeall the cattlewstolen at one tim § 
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thst war beforethe Ranzers went there? 
A Yepe 
Q@ And then they sold the rest o° them didn'$ they? 
A Did what? 
Q@ Sold the rect of tem 
Af don't knowe 
& They went out of business? 
AT don't knows 
G won't veu know they went out of business? 
A Hoe 
Q Do you know Ny Kenedy? 
A Yon, | 
Q Of the Fenedy Ranch? 
A Tee. | 


Q You knewalso Vr. Kenedy lived in Willacy County and has over 
4 or 5000 aores of land {t fs a large Ranch? 

A He hus a large ranch there 

Q fe hae as much cattle or more in Willacy County that the King 
interest hasn't he? 

A Tnat T don't knowe 

Q@ Ro you know that Ire Kenedy docs net need any Imngers to take 
care of~ 

A Do T what? 

Q Know that Ure Kenedy never need any xangers to take care of 
i pe 

A That's his business not mine 

Q That ie ali. 

GREYERAL MARLEY! @ When those Rangers went down to the Fle 
per Flantation there were stil] some cattle there? 

A Yes sire 

Q Now many? 

A J don't know How many, ‘tow mny cattle did they have down there 
Vy, Canales? 

WRe CANALESS YI don't know, abcut something like 150 
or 2006 just simply a dairfy,. 

AY think my figurws of 700 were teo large, 

GxNERAL 4MARLEY! They had quite a mumber anyways 

A Xess. 

Q With reference to stationing men, with the reference to btae 
tioning Seldeire, they are not stationed with reference to the 
number of acres that a man owns, ave they, but more with refe 
eredice to stragetioal points or the particular place where ban 
Gites my crose the rivem is that not a fact? 

A Yess 

& Then if it would be more likely, or if the Kings Ranch ware 
the rangers were stationed would be a more vulnerable poist 
than the Kenedy yanch wouldn't it be proper to station them at 
the Eine Ranch? 

ER, CANALES! That is speculative on the conclusion of the 
witness and it epans the realm of speowlation. The witness 


could not possibly give his opinion, The witness can testify 
to the facts and it is for this committee to say whether it is 
atrateqicosl or for other reasonas, TF ask thit it be confined 
to Gvase examination ef the actual facts, to draw facts and 
not conclusions frou the witragie 

GENERAL MARLEYS YT belfeve the witness has qualffied as 
an expert witness in “Alitary Affairs, tit te is 8 master of 
ntrateny, that he knows 2 strategioal point when he sees ft, 
that he knows the proper plage tp plece his men or the proper 
place tc protest on the border and as an expert along thet 
Line 7 ask ‘im thet question with the conmittes's consent. 

SEVATOR WIILIPOMs Y think Ke can ask 4f the Soldiers 
hud any certain place or why ha didn't atation them at any « 

WR CAMALZGS That question was not with reference to 
Boldiexrse The questions was way he stationed tancere 70 miles 
from Brownevilles 

T@: CHATRAN! Go ahead ant anewer. 
EMAL “ARLZY$ You stationed tha men more for the strane 

getical reagone thak you did for the territory, 41d you not? 

A? dia, 
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Q Are you acquainted with the countries surrounding the Kings 
Manch and the Kenedy Panoh? 

A T Have motored over the Eing Ranch with ¥ro Kleber sever} 
timesepartes of itebut TY don't know the Kenedy Ransh at all, 

Q Y will ask yeu thie guastion thent As a military man would 
you think that {¢ was proper te station Rangers on the King 
Ranch to prevent raids coming frum Mexico? 

& Yes for the reason that T endorsed a requert of the King's 
fanch Yeeple to put a bunch ef regular troops there as 7 
have @lready oald, and epoke-to Ceneral Yolbreck who was there 
3¢ the time, on the Kincs Ranch, or RucknaneT have foxrotten, 


But my redomneniation was disapproved by the Department Vlonmane 
der for the reasons that he did not havethe troops to spare. Th 
fact that they put Rangers theres J do not know anything about 
that, but there was 2 good deal of property thereon tha King 
Ranch, also on the Zennedy Ranch, that mieht have been alle 
thet might hive been of & good deal of value to our German 
friends across the oreek and we did not want them to cet that 
stuff. 

VR, CANALES! Q Now Celonel ae a straretical man, 
when you want to catach the enemy do you put your men on an 
open prairie where they could be seen, or in the country where 
they could be hidden and not be seen? 

TTS CHATRYANS Gentlemen, thisis going 7 am going to 
hold that the question is iImpropex. 

MR. CANALESS JI am going to appeal for the genthemn 
has been permitted tu zo into it and if he is permitted to zo 
into speculation J have a rignt to use the same witness as an 
expert to show the other facts and to show tat there should 
net be any strategy in putting men on absolutely open praie 
ries where they could be seen by every Tom, Dick and Marry in 
theré. Now Y appeal from the deeision of the Chair, 

T'S CYHATRMAM Gentlemene, did you hear the question 
that was asked and the ruling of the Cnair? If tha comnitte 
cares to wprese themselves about it or care tc overrule the 
chair Y would be ald to have them do 80. 

SENSTCR FAGH I think the rmiling of the Chair was 
oorrecte 

THE CRATREAN: Ay other member of the Committee 
any other expression? e9¢ The chair is susta‘ned, 

¥R, CANALES: Will you then make the same ralines 
hereaftex? 


rie CTATHMAT: Yr. Canales T will rule on each sre 
cific question as it arisets 

WR. CAWALESR Q Do you know where the Hine's Ranch 
in Willacy County fs, 1!¢ is oper country on the bald pemirie 
made ty sand ond sand hilis or is it thickly, or a thick weode 
ed country country? 

A That part that I have been over is open country sithough 1 
saw some bunches of timber. 

@ Ya it not a fact thet practically after you leave Raymondeville 
coming Werth until you get near to Kingsville, it ie preoctically 
epen country, that {t {6 sandy and send willie and only here and 
there @ mott ef live cak? 

A I don't recall where Reymondsvilie is, 

Q De you know where Norias is? 

A Noy There are stations along the railrod between Kingsville and 
Brownsvilles 

Q Maven't you noticed much open space after you leave Kingsville 
going South, yeu find large epen spaces, and motts here and motts 
here but mostly open country? 

A Yea sir. 

Q Is it wt a fact that a person walking or riding on that open 
country could easily be seen for miles away? 

A Yes if he staid in the open but ff he was up to any tricks he 
would not stay in the opens 

Q Tnet is ells 

GENERAL MARLEY: That {6 all, 
Yr. TYDWALIZ Q Ch Colonel ene questions I believe you 
stated tt you had known Captain Yanson for several monthay Did 
you ever call on him to make any investigations for you in the 
Line of your service down there or in the line of his service? 
AT think so, 
Q I would like to ask you whether or net he ever by word indicated 


A Weli it was practically= did not exibt ire Chairmaine JT don't 
recall having seen a drunken Soldier in Trownsville, much te 
wy delight. 

Q Did you see any Rangers tat were drunk or under the influenve 
Of Liquer at all? 

A SMexg mam © don't think I ever saw a drunken man in Brownsvilles 

Q Whatwas the condition with refexrenge to Sambling ‘louse running 
open or not? 

A Not that I know of. J knew of none of it or I would have gotten 
after them 

Q The entire laws of the City and State were so far 4g you could 
see well enforced during the time thet you were located there? 

A In Browneviiie? 

Q Yes. 

A Yes. 

BXAVINSD BY WRe MCMTLLAL. 

Q I believe you said that you had not observed any reprehensible 
conduct out of tre ancers? 

A JY have never. 

Q@ Tyen wheat called forth your letter of commendation to the Adju-» 
tant General on the discharge of Capt. fox and “is Company? 

A Well I believed the policy as outlined by General ‘larley was 
an excellent one, that it would restore a great deal of the corm 
fidence among the people alone the border if not all of the, te 
letter bidding the people, tne tenor of General Yarley's letter 
was to my mind a very excellent presentation of the authority of 
Texas over the angers, 

Q I believe General Harley asked you about, made a specific as to 
Captain Fox or something of that kind ari you commended his 
course, and you personally don't know anything of the inoident 

fay A Nothing at all but what appearedenothing at all about ite what 
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brourht about my letter was the appearanogewas the rrined ples 
announeed by Sereral Yarley in that lettex, Y read it ina news 
yarer, Y did not get it from Gereral ari eys 
WRe CA™AL¥S! Q@ Do you know that General Yarley hes 
adhered to thst prfrefiples as announced in that letter? 
A Ide rot know 
THe CYATRYAM Does any other member of the committee 
desire to ask the Colonel anything? Colonel have you anything 
furth er? 
A Thank you, Wee 
YR, TYDSRLIX © You don't know whst the drinking and 
Gambling sftuation wasin 1916 at Brownsville? You etated you 
were not located there, 
A No} J was in Mexico with Fershing at that time. 
wRe CHATIMANS Gentleman, the committee will rise to 


reaonvene at 2 CCleck, 


(The Committee reconvened at 3:00 P.M., Chairman Bledace, 
presiding.) 


having firet been duly eWorn, toetifiad before the Committes 
ae foilowes 

Q Gaptain, you were wntil secentiy the Intelligence Officer 

of the Brownevilie Bistrigt, were you not? 

A Yea, sir, 

Q dad in charge of the Intelligence Department of the Amy 
there? 

A {mn the Brownaville District. 

Q £ will ask you te state whether or not you had osgnaion to 
weethe sancere at different tinmeat 

A Yes, frequentiy. 

Q ££ will sek you whether or not their services were astiafoc~ 
tezy? 

A They were, 

Q Hive thay aseieted you in covery way they could? 

A Yer, oir. 

Q ¥ wha aek you 4f they assisted in apprehending sone dialoys2 
parties there, some people charged with violations of noutral~ 
fity and other orimes ag inet theve United Btaten? 

A Yea, siz, 

I will ask you if Ur. Ganales aselated you in any way? 

4 & never hed any oscaesion to get any nelp from him. He never 
aenisted me in any way, 

Q £ wA21 ask you if at any time when you had anybody arrested ox 
in your eharge fer violations of the neutrality lewa, did Mr. 
Cansles or not ask you to releases those sen? 

A He did. 


© 
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SENATOR PAGE: 1 did not understand that aneser, 


A. He did, 
Q 12 will sex you te atate the time and place, ac near ae you 


oan? 

% Weink it wae in about three months of August that Gapt, 
Wileon, stationed at Venie Rives, arrested & man by the name 
ef Annatacioc Muncs fox iliegally crossing the river, and the 
mam that saenieted him in creasing, and brought them to the in- 
telligence office at Fort Brown, and they were investigated and 
Munos wae held in the guard house and one other wan, — don't 
weonii his name, and the others Wexe released and sent back 
+o Vanie River in a goverment truck that morning. About noon 
Mr. Ganales caliod me up snl said we had sone men there in the 
guard howe and he thought they ought to be zolesaed af 0:00, 
ao be thought they sere good mon and good gitizene, TI told 
hin [ wae holding then ve quse I wos im trusted to do so, the 
man had attempted to eroce the river, and illegal exosaing, 
and se bad inatsuetions to hold them and turn them over to the 
euthoritics who handied that clause «= 

WR, TIVMELL: Wae that the iast August? 

Yea, thie last Auguat, and shoxtly before the amiatiog was 
GENERAL HARLEY: &. X will sek you to state ¢: the Conmmittes 
shat the penalty for the orine gonnitted waeT 


| ¥ dontt imow, mit the pamphlet that ve received bad a ruling 


in theze that they could be sentenced anywhere Jrom ten to 
t#enty years, and a fine up to not exceading twenty thousand 
Sentenced to the Federal penitentiazsy, yo. mean? 

Toa, but 1¢ wae an inmigration law, of sourse, and we were to 
fuan thee over to the inmigrvation suthoriticas, whishwe did, 
ey the Department of Juatics, 

Did the rangers ever ask you to turn anybody aloose that you 


ouught down there Sv violating the lave of noutzaility? 


ty 
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Ho. 

Or any other lawe of the United States? 

Hot to sy knowledge. 

@xr the State of Texas? 

Wot to ay. mowledgse. 

Bub they did aseiet you in every way to enforce those laws 
and eooperate with you whenever you asked them? 

Yea. 

Did they at any time show disloyalty of any kinda? 

Not to my knowledge. 

De you know Capt. Hanson? 

Yes, siz. 

Have you had oggasion to us@ his services a8 any time during 
your tenue of servios down there? 

Well, through hie men that he had there, Capt, Stegens and 
Capt. Taylor. 

Capt. Stevens and Capt. Taylor? 

t think Ospt. Wright was there for a short time alsa; aii of 
them assisted us in cur Work. In fact, every time Capt. Han- 
Son came to Browneville he always called at our office and 
asked if there was anything he or themager forme gould doe to 
aseiet us in our work, that they were yery glad tode so. 

Pid you rely more upon the rangers or the local authorities to 
ascist you down there? 

Everyone assisted us as far as they possibly sould, 

Everyone aesisted you as far aa they possibly gould -~ You did 
not rely woon one more than the other then, did you? 

Wo, I cannot say that we did, because whenever thexe Was & 
encse that the local authorities gould help us, they aesi sted 
us, and whenvey the rangers gould aseist us, they aid; and 
likewhee, whenever We sould assist them in any of their work 
we mutually helped esoh other. 


Do you know anything about Gapt. Hanson's reputation as an 
efficer down there? 
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Bo, except he has always done hie work, to the beet of ny 
knowledge, in the best possible Way, 

What wae the ceneral opinion sa to how he did his Work down 
there? 

I never agked anyone. 

You never heard that discussed? 

Has air. 

Yaat*s all. 

EXMERWER BY SENATOR PAGES 

What became of those matters — those men that you had arrested 
for trying to oxons the river, that Mr, Ganalee asked you to 
weieuse? What vecsae of the euce against then? 

They were turned over to the Department of dustiag and the 
demigraticn offielaia, and the matter wae referred to the 
Department of dustice in San Antonio, and they released then, 
As @ watter of fact, they were veleased ty the Departnent of 
Fuatioe? 

Yes, Giz, 

After investigation? 

Tea, six. 

And thes were the ren thet Hr. Canales wanted fou te zoleace? 
Re wanted all of them released, 

X am asking you about those he agked you to relcase? 


Ab Vou, they vere a2 ~— 


q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Rew many 4id you have arrested at that time? 

Wo, 

Were those afterwards released? 

He wanted comp released that Were not arrested, 

Rew gould you release anybody that was not arronted? 

That is juet what I told hin.» They had already beens ont home, 
What became of the pertice that were afterwards released! 
They were brought from Yenie River in arsy truake by Gapt. 
Vileon. 

As © matter of fact, charges were never proseed aguinet those 
went 
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Ho, six. 

What yveavon did he give for muting them released? 

duct wid they were good men and didn't think they were guilty 
of doing anything, he thought they were all sight, 

Widest Mhink they were euiity of doing anything — That opinion 
was finally coincided in by the Department of Justics? 

Yea, siz, 

RLMMINED BY MR, CANALES! 

Tou know Mx. Daney? 

Teo, sir. 

iy foxmer iam partner? 

Yeo, six. 

You consulted with him eften with regard to advice in @ legai 
Yeu, eit. 

Andyguaiee on one cenasion asked me to Jock wp ® wey important 
matter, ae to whether children born of Mexican. praiahe but 
bern on this eide ani become of age here, whether or not they 
were Mexican citisenst 

I don't remenber that, Ux, Ganales, but probably 7 did. 

You zecoliect the Guestion ceming up there? 

There were so many Gueationa,e we used to. go to Mr, Duncy und 
he used to help wi. 

You knew Ur. Danoy and fT were very cleesly associated and you 
consulted with Ux. Baney #12 the tines? 

Yea, sir. 

Wae not the man 7 anked you to release named Santos Rebant 

Z don't vremember the rane, 

Wasn't the man I asked you te release the very man that you 
told me at the time that he was not arzested and wae brought 
ever there ao a witness, that he was brought thexe ae a witness 
and Would be retugned that day on a wuokt 

Z don't mmenbex that. 

You seem te be vexy careful of menoxy «~ you say Munn 
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EK ie the only man we cyer had arrested, 

I knew Gantos Bevan, I knew he waa a goed man, ond wae on 
hie opn gemiecs, and you told me then ~ de you believe that 
wae the name of the person that wae brought with Go littie 
boya ae Witnesses, and they Wars xeleosed and would be zeturned 
that day in She truck? 

Xt ie poseibie that wac his nama, but 7 am not certains 
Thatte all. 

GERKRAL HARLEY: Q. He told you that they were ali goed men, 
did he uot? 

WR. TIDWELL: You know Gapt, Hanson? 

Yea, aiz. 

With him frequently there, Were youT 

Wae he frequentiy thoy? 

i ony were you with him froquentiy there? 

When be vielted Grownevilles yes, viz, 

Md you evergenault with him in wofexence to invoutigating 
any wattera that might be charged #ith eine there? 

at ie Quite poesibie, 

Did you eonaalt with him in reference te investigating any 
ehazges against the rangers for any misdeeds of theire? 

I don't think #9, no six, 

Bid you ever hear him expreea bimeelif aa being of a flaod 
mind before he vent to Anveatigate any question? 

Re, sir. 

That's ali, 

SRRATOR PAGE: Any further questions? 

GERERAL, HARLET: Q. Were you preaont when these san were ax 
xeeted? 

VWhioh men? 

The men that Ur. Canales asked you to tum loose-- wero you 
present? 

Yo, oir, 


Zou don?t know gue oi rounstances of the arrest then, do you? 


» 


Only am Major Wilson gave me the partioulare when he brought 
them in. He oame in from Venie River about nine or ton miles 
weet of Brownsville, up the river, 

lie odd they were arrcuted orosaing the rivex? 

The pan wae in the act of oxmesing the river, and when he wae 
brought badk =~ he wae probably half way agroce the siver and 
the geldiers went in to get hide out, He wae preetionliy 
dGrowned,~ % guess he would have drowned if they had not gone 
in after hin. 

£ will ack you this question, if you know what the genera) da- 
pression is ameng the lawless element down there With reference 
+o the mngere? Have you iived there long enough te know that? 
SERATCR PAGE: Axe you intinating that the gentiemen is inti-~ 
mate with the lawless clement? 

GENERAL HARLEY: I wanted to see, 

SENATOR PAGE: Ge ahead. 

Wei, % don*t know, 

MR. CANALES: Q, You don's$ mm with the lagiesa alement, do 
yout 

MR. PAGE: Stand asids. 

MR. TIDVELL: Mx. Cheizan,= 

TRE GHAIRMANt Toa? 

WR. TIDEELL! Q.How long have you resided in the Brownsville 
count xy? 

fn 2938, I think 1% ves, we were advised from Washington, 

ot the tine of the troops going te Vera Grusj — had been live 
ing in Mexico and cut properties wore near Rrownavilie on 

Che Mexican side. 

Be gou know of any friction between Capt, Bansen*s won and 
the icosi sivii authorities, sheriffs ond conatables? 

X have heal in a general way there was 0 Goxt of 412 focling, 
in years past. 

Z have reference to the inet twelve acnthe? 

Re. 


De you know what Gapt. Hanson's Genecval seputetion among the 


lew abiding peopie 48 as being an officiont offioor? 
A Yeu, siz. 
Q What ie hie reputation? 
WR. CANALES: DAG you know Gaps, Hanson in Mexia? 
We, sir. 
Did you. know at the time he ilved in Tampico? 
Wo, siz. 
De you know at the time he was aexed,<- 
GENERAL, HARLEY: He did not imow him in Mexico, I think that 
ie enough. 
MWR. CANALES: Q. De you know the time that he wan axpelied 
fxem Haxico at Natamorag.- you Were living in ville mt 
that: ine? 
A Mo, & don?t know anything about it, 
Q You don't somember about that? 
GERERAL, HARTET: Se didn", say ho didnt¢ xamomber i¢j ho said 
he didnt¢ know 44, 
SENATOR PAGE) That amounte te practical ‘y the came thing, 
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first having been diy morn, teatified before the Gommittes 
aa follows? 
duet state you name? 
Ravan Tyrzeii. 
Sate your ovcypstion? 
agent in charge of the United tates Georet Bervies, San 
Antonio Diatxict . 
R. Be Le EMIGHT: G. Hew long were you in the searet sexvice? 
A Qver Suenty years, 
Q And the jact year you have ween stationed in the Brownevilie «- 
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No, e323 during the eight yeare my headquarters heave been 

Gan Antonio. 

WR. GANALES: Z have no chjeetion to lave anybody interrogated-~ 
I would iike to ask the gentleman who ia now intexregating what 
poaition he holde, se We will know whether be ie acting for 
tha Adjutant Genes§'s bepartment, of aa @ private individual? 
WR, ENIGHTS Yeo, 2 hold wy chart fxom the mages carvice in 
the adjutant's office and ali of the ageused, 

THR GHATRMANS Xa that 022 sight? 

MA. GARALES: Yee, X just wanted it for the revord, 

WR. ENIGHT: &. Have you had any official persenal and buale 
noes yelations With. Gapt, Baneen and te xvonger forge during 
these yours you have been in the service ef the sountzy? 

Yeo, sir, 

Have you had a sight busy time with the laevises element alcag 
Geocasionally; yeo, air, 

Pert cularly @n sennection with o band of sounterfed sexe? 
Gountexfeitings yea, sir, 

Rave you had ceganion to solicit the soapexation and aseietance 
of the zanger forece? 

Yeo, siz, 

You were thaown in consultation ond contact With Gent. Hanson 
and diffeyent membera of the ogxanisation? 

Different members of the organization; yoo, sir. 

Kindjy juet $031 the comaitéee What acciatence they ove you, 
the quality of it, that is whether 1% vac ready and epontaneous 
Xt wae always willingness ond they always aooomplished what 
they set cut te accomplish. Inforsstion that would be requedel 
of them, they have always aesiated me to cet ae any other offi~ 
eaze have done == vexy Wiliingly and very able, 


o fs 4 


Q The border country down there is infested With & chaxaoter 


of banditxry of various quality, inet it? 
You, oi”. 
Z will ask you to te12 the committee whether or not the ranges 
foxes eonsicte of tugced, rolust, red-bloodsd fearloce mon oF 
Sunday school tenchera and pacifiste? 
WR. CANALES: dust a moment { will ack you Me. Ghaimen thet 
the gentleman be confined to the mies, that he should not isad 
hia witness. Yt esena to ve he is a very able and very bright 
witness and he should not make @ sugcestion, but he should coa~ 
HE CHATFUIAN: Mr. Enight he el] soquaiated sith the miles of 
Bm. ENTGIT: Yeo, bus I did act preaume in a court of this 
dignity oxdinaxy petty rules Waid be ineiated on, 
©, W. HOOK: I riase to @ point of pexconai privilege, Before 
I entered the service ao a voitimateer I was a Gunday sahooi 
teacher and I do not yeild the point to anybody to being xed- 
blooded end able te 
THE CHAIRMAN: Well, ait, you are here so & Witmas? 

T. We HOOK: Yor, alr, 
HE OTAIRUAN: When you go on the atand we will be giai to 
hear you on that point. At present we will procted with the 
esamination of the Witnesa, {12 you object to the method pur 
sued ty Mx. Knight, you have a pertedt right to ge on the stand 
and give your ideas about that, bub not at this tine, 
WM, KNIGHT: { hove & tender sympathy with the gontlemeny Tf 
myself om en et~nunday eghoo) teacher and did not mean any 
reflection on myself and certainly not on him, 
MR, CANALES: Put you ave an tes*%, 


RE CHAIRMAN! Leta have ordex, 


Mi. KNIGHT: Q. En other words, did those gentlemen have anything 


om ever in any partiouias fall te du thelr duty am circumstances 
wasrented them at the tine they udextook 147 

A Woy vir. 

Q bid ane within your knowledge, over Wee move foxeo than was 
necencazy to rope? foree and to cvereome the iutlesoness that 
ow were trying to suppzece? 

A Bo, eizy not as far ao X mow, 

Q You are familiar with the reputation of Capt, Hansen down in 
that camtry, are you not? 

A % ageaeral way, 

Q As a fearless, censolentious officer and efficient officor, 

What ia itt 

Tt 4a good, as far ae XY Imow, very good. 

De the lawless element stand in ave of bint 

As far aa I know, they do. 

So the lew abiding element reapect and iend him theiy oo- 

eperation and assietence? 

A They do, 

MR. GANALES: { objoot, Mr. Ghairma, 
THE SHAIRMAN: What in the objection? 
WR. GAHALES: {¢ de absolutely icoading. 
THE CHAIRMAN: fon't lead the witness, 

& De you ino Capt. Wright and sanger John Zu.e? 

A Yea; I Liret not Kr. Eide personally thie morning, but I have 
had somnvniestions with thon. 

@ Have they aver coopersated with you? 

A Yea, wiz. 

Q In detecting oxime and watching aulprite? Have you over had 

Gaceaion to enacunter the loeal antipathy on the pert of county 

offioars, authorities, to array themselves boldly in supproseing 

ezine and hed to on)) on the yancera? 

A We bave never had any trouble of thet sort at ali, The county 
officers and the vangere have beon vary willing te soopemate 
wherever at. 
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You oniled on Capt. Wriht and John Edde on one occasion 

Just recently, that ie not recentiy, poselbly four os five mors 
BEG. 

Did thay gous to your aceiatence? 

Yea, six; end did vesy ¢ fZicient work. 

ive you any reason to believe ox eesneion to inaging that 
Capt. Hanson or axy of Moe organiastion anocurnge, adviee oF 
countenanee an overbearing sad illegal attitude on the :art 

of the wen in the xanger foxes in running down thece eriminajal 
MR. CANAING: dust a wmoment,~ 8 chject to that ap salling for 
the eonehwion of tha witmesg, We aek for the party to state 
bie Saote, and not give any opinion of the Witness #ithaut ab- 
goluteiy knowing how loag hé knots hie wa and whether he Loews 
what his business is, and qualifies him so ae to sulfiolentiy 
tee that opinian tipon Racte, not seraly & cagusl epinion, 

WR, MyrcHts I wild waive that. Anewex thie Guestion,= Stote 
44 the committee whether any of your experiance had beon in that 
Gountay, you ever head from the source of law abiding, patriotic 
sitisens @ ariticion that might be considersd seriqua segaxding 
the conduet of the anger foxoe) utute wiethex or not you eves 
heamd anything of that kind dom thoret 

Re, vir. 

SENATOR BILIZTORD: @. few dong heve you known Gant, Hanson? 

Wot pereonadiy; { have imcun hin ty sight since T have been in 
Temas, about sight yonra, 

Have you ever teon with him when he mode en arrestt 

Me, alse 

Ever sge hin mako an arreot? 

Be, sir, 

22). you now about it 1@ «- 

When he would coms into uy office before he wae with the 
TURNS a= 


Personally, what do you know about it? 
Personally what I know about it de sy dealings with hin. He 
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Would gone in and give certain information and we Would run 
it out, Since he bac bean with the xungers, he hao dven ser 
tain agei stance. 

Fou have uot been w.th bin when he wide on arreat? 

Wo, six. 

Ani personaly don't mow what he oaye to thom when. he ar 
xoate them, or how be tanata then? 

X have never been with himiwhben he asreated anybody » 

WR. TIDMELL: De you viait Brownsville and that section £x0~ 
quentiy in your service in the las} yeart 

X have not @n6 so very uch, § beve men confined soetly to 
the office and the nen wiier me made those trips, 

Youx headquaytare ave at San Antonio? 

iy headquaxtere are at fan Antonio; yoo, Giz. 

Have there teen any somplainte flied with you on the pert of 
low abiding oitisene as to any overt sote on tho art af Capt, 
Hanson that would disqualify hin, in your opinion, fem sos 
viost 

< have heard af ncn. 

Hae there been ony sompleint flied against hin whatevert 

Ho, ait; no& insofar ao cur work or any other, 

Theze ie something about a vonger etriking a weiter in Can 
Antonie at the Gan Franeises Gaffe, de you Imes anyPing about 
that? 

X read it in the paper the other dg, that 4c the fixvat I heard 
af it. 

You have no pessonal information about that? 

Ho, aide 

How uany of the rangers do you know personaliyt 

I personaliy knew Capt. Stevens ten he was in the sheriff's 
offies in San Antonio for a number of yeare; lates with the 
police department, snd ister he went with the rangirs, and — 
then I have met apt. Weignt and quite a few of the rangere at 


different tines in wy experience that I have gone into contact 


Pts, 


With, For inctance, I ge tc Mexcedenj I met different sarceante 
end diffexont men down there whe saclated ma on thoge matters 
XT might ba investigating, 

Q Your investigations eze eunfined to the Federal violationn? 

A Yas, WO axe not intemated in the state 

Q State whether og not you have seen any rangers when thoy 
Were intoxicated of in a seemingly intozioated aondi tion? 

A Mo, siz. 

Q You have not seen anything Like that? 

A We, six. 

Q Matte ali, 
elas? 
GERERS. HARLEY: { hava got two wore, if Ur. Canales doce 
nos object. 

SENATOR PACE: Bove you any objcotion? 
Me CANALES: Wane at all, 
GENERAL HARLEY: J Wil] put Colonel Chaps 


ee ee ee ae 


a: Anything further, gontienen? Haye you enybody 


COLOMEL FT. Ay CUAPA, 

Wing: firet been duly swoen, tentified before the committee 
aa follqver (Examined by Generel] Harley) 
Q Give your name to the etenographer? 
& Wilonel fF, 4. thepa, 
Q Where do you live? 
Q I WAl2 ask you if you axe familiar with bordex eondibtions 
around the Brownevilic eeetion? 
I W4ll aak you Lf you inow Capt, Hansen? 
Vexy well. 
How long have you incon hint 
Perhape for the Jat fifteen or siateon year. 
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Do you know his gener: 1 reputation ae an officer and ae @ 
mon, his gharactex? 

Yea, I kv it. 

What is that reputation? 

fis reputation 4s good a# & sah and as an officer, 

Fave you known of him mistreating anybody that he would are 
weat in the performance of his official duty? 


Haye you mown of him taking the side of Ralegsnesa ox nanist~ 
ing or condoning erimet 

On the contrazy. 

Have you ever know of him enoouraging rangere to commit oxime 
ox gondoning their aote whenever they did so? 

Ho, six. 

Ro you know whether ox not he used every effort to beep the 
manger foros in good condition and above oriticisnt 

MR, CANALES: 1 make the seams objection, that he ie leading 
hie witness. 

THE GHAIRUAN: What wae the qucstion? 

GENERAL HARLEY: Does he know whether or not Capt. Hanson had 
@dvised and enoocureged the rangers to conduct themselyes pro- 
perily. 

THE QGHAIRMAN: He ean answer that dusstion. 

Gapt. Hansen, on the contrary. I know peonle calling at his 
office vexy often, being gonneoted with the Governoxz!s staff, 
and you may see men that ke@p in touch with the bogder condi- 
tions, and I go to the Governor's office and I koow the rules 
he says ta his captains to try to deal with the people along 
the border and even with the people of Mexies, to be friendly 
with then, 

I will ask you if you were sant to the border to make some 
loyalty speeches sometime inst sumeer? 


A ZI ae during the wag; yee six. 


@ J will ask you 4£ duxing that time you mide apecehds mivising 
the Mexicans to be patxiotic Americans emi otand w the Anez~ 
jean government? 

"HE GHAYTHAT: Well ~ 

CEMERAL HAPLET: % want to lead w to the quection. 7— wii 
get to that. 

THE QUADRUAN; IT will hear your Question, 

GENERAL, HARLEY! Q. At that time you did discuss tha qiostion 
publiely aa te Capt. Tangonte a titidue towards thea people 
in that Brownsville camtxy? 

A {wos with Gant, Bingan,~ ZX wae Sith the seoxot earvios mon 
end amy wen and I never heard an unkind word acoinst Capt. 
Yangon; on the contraxsy, tha people of She Jower Rio Grande 
$024 me they Wexe satdafied with Capt, Heneom and were giad 
to have him at the head ef the rangor Toxo, 

Q YT wll eek you Af Ux. Cumalies aia not make & qMawh about that 

game tine > When wos that, When you wae ot Mermeden? 

Gomptina in the nmth of Septewte rs 

Of this year? 

I will sek you 4f Mr. Ganwloe did nok make » appege on thes 

aecasi, cnt 

A He did, 

Q T whii ask you whether oz: not he approved Capt» Hanson *e course 
and endd he waa 6 good of figer? 

& Yen, at Hommedes. 

@  wkll sek you Af he did not on thot cgvasion Mate that the 
precent edminiatration, including the ranges, wexe a new 
wegine end were doing better than had ever been done before? 

A Yeo, oir. 

Q Practically that language? Fhat was in Soptemies, 1918, vas 
At? 

A Yen, @ir. 

obi Q About four months ago? 
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Yeo, e12. 

That's a1), 

EXANIEED BY MA. GARALES: 

Yow, Colonel, ic it not 2 fact that subsequent therate I 
wrote you that I wae vexy suoh mistaken ac to the attitude 
of Mr. Reneen in xegnrd to the eubtages perpetrated by the 
Fou did not eay anything @bout Cept. Ganson, You told m 
ebout a gane a% Rio Grende Gity, Stary Gemty, where « Koxi~ 
gan Was kiijed Q a xaugers You aid not eouplain about Capt. 
Didn's 3 tel] you theve that Uy, Hansen bad ahewn me those 
affidevite and % advieod Mr, Hanaon that it wae misieg ta the 
eeooend dagras, and that tz. Hanson woe trying to justify that 
Tan, the letter eaya to come to ee9 Gonerni Bogiiy, 

Have you got that leties? 

i haven't got it. 

Will you introduas that letter? 

Zf I Cand 16, X don't know what I did with 44. 22 % Find At, 
3 will he glad te sand 1% to you. 

7 heve nom Capt. Hanson sing he wes United Gictes Mie 
shal, perhaps about sixtewn yearn ago, 

Dig you know him of the time he waa private datentive folk 
Private detective for General Dias? 

£ don*t know whether Le wae private deteative fag Gonerhl 
Dias,~ Tf knew he was sent by General Dias on a mission to the 
Waited States, but not aa a private deteatine. 

M4 you know hin at the time he wae living neas fampioo, the 
Wepioo of, fiel es, when Huerta wae in sontrei of Nasico? 
Yea, ei, 


ad 


Do you imow thet he wan axrented there for being & aympathizer 
af a Ruerticta, and plotting againat the exiating covernment? 
Ho, I don*s know that. IT knew that he had been arreated and 
wna about te be exconted by order of the cotemmmeonts 1¢ woo ea 
pergonal matter, &® question purciy personal, 

Peaely perscaad? 

Ana then ho wae sent corer ffom Uexico as an unieaizable citi~ 
ean? 

% dam's knos, ho left the countzy for satetyts sake. 


Mere you not aleo indieted at Brownevilic for taking pert in 


that General poyes rorolution? 

Yea, aiz. 

You ware found guilty, were you not? 

Hee that anything to do with this trial? 

GENERAL WARLET? I objoot,. 

If thot hee anything te de with thie triBh. I wii] eanewor aay 
Suestion you want. 

THE CHAIRMAN! { believe, undexs the rules adopted, we have 
opted the rules ef the digtzict oust, end ae you aze on the 
Witnece stand, I Lelieve Me, Canales has & right to ook that 
Question, 

Vere you not elec Sathetediat Browmaville for taking part 

4a the Ganemsl Revoluticn ond sles for violating the noutzal~ 
ity lave? 

THE CHATHUAN: Ao I understand the mule, ae sugcested by 
duege Tidwell, 42 the witness 46 acked a question involving 
moral tuzpituie, he Would have that vight as teasing on the 
matter of lgneuahunt to sek him thie question, Phie question 
Guid be shather the violation of the neutrality of « gountzy 
touches upon mera) turpitude, I am of the opinion that it 
Would. Anewer the question, Colonel, 

Go ahead, 


OO 


MR. GANALES: Q. Were you not indisted? 

Yen, six. 

kad you Were sonvieted? 

Yor, ir. 

That's otis 

GEMERAL HARLEYS &. About the time thet Sept, Hensea had to 

eave Mexieo se an widesirable oitisen, pretty near every other 

Anaricen hed to leere eo wndepisable atisens of tha} country? 

& There axe thousende in thie eountry juet oe good ox bettor men 
then Cannies,. 

Q £ wil) eek you the qeation if it wae not a foot that Mz. 
Canales was weay high in Me preise of Capt. Hanson at that 
time, ~ in eptember on the border when ha made that speech? 

A We aeld Cent, Henson tae an ideal wan; that Governcy Hobby 
had put fa idsal man on the tenger fore, 

Q 2X whli aek you if 24 wae not shortly after that that Gapt, 
Hanmew began hie investigation of the election femite down 
there? 

A Yeo, oir. 

Q Md you ever hear ef Cansise making eny scombatghucbout dapt. 
Hengem antii he began to make investigction ef tiess eleation 

frenda? 

Ho, Gixr, not to me, that J know, 

Dld the pongere do mst of the investigating dom there? 

Se Z understood. You meen af the--~? 

Of those primary=— 

Primry elastion-- 

Trivary election frauds? 

Yes, air. 

Violation of the new primazy election lo, 

EXAMINED BY WR, GANALESS 

Q You say that I never made any complaint about qipt, Hanson until 
after the investigation of those election fxuudes you mean after 
the iset genera] eiaction, that is the only Sovestigation you 
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ever mule, after the inst olegtion in Novambaz? 
A. You ware elusye full of praise for,~ 


Q 
A 


OP, oD » 


> 2 PF 


bister ny avestiont (Last preceding question road) 

Yu soamlaingdye didn't complain wmitil they want te invcstigat- 
ing the e¢leation fruuin down on tha Rie Grands, 

Ban"*t you know he never investigated anything unii2 after the 
Kovonter election? 

Ho, £ dontt know it, 

Qupt. Fawon never investigated auytiing witil aftexz Bovouher,~ 
I don*4 know 46, 

How da you know § never gomplained of anything untill after the 
dnvestigation? 

You Wexe always M01 of pacdee, 

That was in Beptenber? 

Tou wore always full of praies, finde he has been afe; ping on 
Then in Gatober I wrote you that letter 

You wrote we a let? shout the killing, You didnt 

Henson for its that wamnatt it. 

% sala in OQotoner { wrote you about 147 

fo uhow you how muohy~ 

THE GUATMUANS Gentlenes, juct 6 moment. How sek this #4 tneas 
gudh Questions #6 you wont and he ouet anever then, 

MA, Calas: Q, 1 sudd to you in Oeteber 7 wrote to you and 

an that letters ead thon camplainedy> MER I ever com: leined 
@ything to you, Nae in that letter of October before, Ghout 
Wenty days of poesibiy mose below tle Novamver olootion? 
Too, you veote it bofose the November election, 


ZT would iike to a se agon as possibles 


You heave the letter there that Mz, Canales wrote you? 

He eakod me to send it to General Harley ona Covermy Hobly,~ 
Where ie that ietter? 

Perhaps in uy posesssion. 
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¥o will usk you when you go home,” 

Ti I hove it, I will be glad to wend Jt to you, 

Ye Will ack you to mall At, Lf you have it, to the aommittce, 
nod £4 te YW, He Bladact, 

I wll be glad to do ge. 

UR, STIMELL: The relationchip betweon you and Mr, Canales, 
hee 1t heretofore been plescant? 

VYory pleasant ingeed. 

When did thie firet eetrangesnent cocus? 

% didn"¢ know there was ony} I come here from Ban Antonio on 
another matther,= 

What is your ocowpation er tusinece? 

I on & dvvwegiet and newepaper man and a halfewsy farmer, 

Bot long heve you lived in fan Antonio? 

Since ry childhood, 

Were you maged in Ban Antonio? 

Yeo, six. 

% want to ask you this, Colenei,~ there hen teon somitiing 
onid about gone cals walters being eteuck over the head by a 
Fongexs. Da you mow ampiing about that? 

Thexe wae 2 awn T understand Was a special ranger, he Yoo drunk 
there, 

The xonger weet 

I didn't imow who they wreferred 46, and that man wee xeporied 
to General Harley and he wae immediately « v led on this 
QhAI Le » 

De you know that? 

I knew the mang he came te the cafe drunk, 

De you know that of your own knowisige? 

I dic not ace the fight, of courses X sav the ranges, 

GERPALY EARLEY: Vor the benefit of the cowrittee, 7. will state 
the facta of that cace and the proof will sustain it aftersanie. 


ae 


(ur. Canslee interposed an chiection.) 

THE CHAIRMAN; TI think thet can be stetod at the proper 
time, Lat the Judge examine Col,UBapa. 

WR. TIDWELLs You said you did not see that transaction? 

A i dfdn't see the fight, no, sir. You gentlonen undere 
atané I waan't looking for that kind af trouble. 

Q Ia there anythiug in the relationship between yourself 
and Capt. Hanson thet mekes you biased in his favor? 

A Hot in the least. I would testify anything egainet him 
that I imovw. 

Q te there anything, any fisagreewent cocagioning a feeling 
that has caused you to testify unfavorably towards Mr, Canales? 
4& Not in the last. The truth of the matter, I have a 

very high regard for the young man. 

& pi you knor of your own knowledge of anything, in a 
general vay, that would diequalify Capt. Hansen frem service 
as @ Kanger? 

@ Not in the wast, 

@ wo you know anything with reference to the disqualift- 
cation of any other Ranger that haa been around San Antonio 
or in that community? 

A That is the onty one, the one referred to, am I report- 
ed it to General Sarley and he was discharged imnodiately. 

GQ You reported it? 

A fo General Harley. 

Q You 616 yourself? 

A Yes, sir, 

THAT I8 ALLe 

EXAMINED BY MR, KSIGHT: 

Q@ Colonerl, are you advised, or not, thet thie anger that 
heé the difficulty with the waiter dom there hed heen discharged 
at that that tine? 

A Yee, aire 


& You understood that he had been? 

4 Yes, sire 

THE CHAIRMAN: You sean that he had heen discharged te fore 
thet time or afterverdis? 

MR. KNICHTs Ho, before. 

GERERAL HARLEY: de was diseharged by the-~ 

TUR CHAIRMAN: We are asking the witness. 

A I didn't know the man, 

THY CHAIRHAN; You easy thet you reported this Benger to 
Gen, Harley? 
Yes, sir. 
And he aas irmediately discharged? 


Yes ® sir. 
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Then he ras dischurged by Gen. narley after you reported 
him, was he’? 

A ‘Yes, sire 

Q That ie what I wanted to ask hin. 

¥XAMINED BY MR. KNIGHT 

Q Your impression is that he was discharged after the 
occurrence’ 

A Yes, sir. 

& If he had been discharged before you had not been 
advised of it? 

& Fersonally, no. 

Q All right, now. 

EXAHINAED BY We PIDWELLs 

Q Yow, €i& you a comsunioation or address a letter to Gen, 
Harley or to the Governor either advising either of them of this 
misconduct on the part of the Renger down there? 

A Tf ealled the General, General Sarley over the'phone and 
he immedi ately--- 


@ Do you know now that you talked to General Harley himself? 


Yes, aire 

You recognised his voice? 

Why, © doe I talk to him almost every dey. 

What was the substance of that conversation? 

I told him about this Ranger whom I didn't knows he 

told me he was a Ranger from El Paso, and he was érunk, I didn’t 
know anything about his fighting but I told him there was a 
Ranger in a State of intoxication and cresting trouble and 
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malting a gun play and fomediately T understood he telephoned 
to the detective at Sen Antonio to eatch him and land him in 
the proper place, 

Q bid he telephone that to you or did you just hear it? 

A Wo, he told me, 

Q@ He told you that? 

A Yea, sir. 

EXAMINED BY MR, KNIGHT: 

Q When you were talking to General Harley he left the 
impreasion on your mind that he 414 not know the man wae die~ 
charged, that is the impression you got in the conversation 
over the "phone, thet General Harley didn't know the man wea 
discharged? 

A Mo, sir, 

Q You af4n't give him the name of the man, yon didn't 
remember it yourself, just a Ranger? 

A f @on'’t think t gave him the name and I don't remember 
the name of the man non, 

Q You were not advised and have not been adviaed up to 
this time, when you were telking to Gersral Harley ané before 
the oeourrence in the restaurant took =. =, thet the captain 
in charge there hed already discharged thet Ranger? 

A That I di¢ not know, 


MR. KNIGHT: Theat ie all. 


EXAMINED BY MR, CANALES: 

G Is it not a fact that you made a statement when you 
enti I spoke from the same platform in the early part of 
September, that Captain Hanson was placed at the head of the 
Ranger force at your recommendation? 

A Yee, sire 

& You stated you vere Looking out for a man here and 
there thet was qualified for the office and you found a good 
Replublican,- Ceptain Hangon, and you recommended him and you 
were proud that the Governor acted on your recommendation and 
appointed Hanson? 

A Don't put words in my mouth that I did not sey, IT said 
this to you, that I was glad to see Capt. Hanson--I wasn't the 
one on the comnittee, there were other men on the committee ,- 
I sald this to you, IT was glad te see a man that was humane, 
a~humane, at the heed of the Ranger force, 9 man that knew 
conditions along the Rio Grande, because he has heen there for 
many, Many yeers,- he speake tpanish av well as the natives 
and knows merchants, business men, lawyers, cottonmen,- he 
rnows every one there; I told you I was giad to see such a man 
at the head of the Renger force regardless of his politios. 

Q VYasn't the mayor, Albert Brown, also with us at that 
time? 

A fT don't kmow whether he wae present when you and T had 
thet conversation, 

Q You made thet statement from the platform,- didn't you 
tell the Mexican people there in Spanich, and you mse practically 
the same speech in English, and I say a very good and a very 
eloquent speeoh,- didn't you tell them that you recommended 
him to him and at the time you told him you had gone around and 
founé a man fi8 for the place and found Mr. Henson, who was a 
Repimblican, end notwithstanding that fact, you recommended 


hin? 


A Iwasn't looking for a man,- I say I ondorsed the 
MAaNs 

TIE CHAIRMAN: He just asked you & question. Anawer "yes" 
or "no", 

A I say no. I wasn't looking br the man, 

THe CHAIRMAN: I understand. Ang further questions? 

Me KHIGHTs: Now I would euggest that the General explain 
to the committee--- 

EXAMINED BY Mii,e MoMILLIN: 

Q You said when you learned of this oceurrence in 
San Antonio you pui in a osll for Gen. Harley? 

A Yes, sire 

& Some one answered thet you recognized as the voice 
of Gen. Harley 

& Yes; I will testify it wae “enoral Harley, 

Q You explained to him the oondition of this occurrence 
over the ‘phone? 

A About the Kanger being drunk and making gun plays, 

Q What did Gen. Harley say to you? 

A Gen. Harley told me to try to land him in "front" and 
get the oity detectives to look for hin. 

EXAMINED BY MR, LACKEY: 
Did youever see this “anger yourself? 
Yes, Bir. He came in my stora, 
In a drunken condition? 


Yes, alr. 
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That was sfter this supposed gun play? 

A Yee; he told me when he came in, he was a Texas Ranger. 
He was appointed under the previous administration. 

Q Sut you sew him after this supposed gun play? 

A Yes, sir. He was a special Ranger. 

EXAUINED BY MR. TIDWELL: 

Q I believe IT understood you to say thet he was appointed 


“ as 
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by the previous administration? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you see his commission? 

A He showed it to me, He kept talking to me about being 
a ranger, and being drunk I seys, "Are you a ranger?” He says, 
"Yes, . am," and pulled out his commission. 


Mi. TIDVELL: That is all, 


EXAMINED BY SRBATOR WILLIFORD: 

Q Whose name was signed to the comm!ssion? 

A dg. M. Hutchins. 

Q All right. He claimed to be a ranger in your store 
afterwards? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q You thonght he was a ranger? 

A Yes; and complaints finally began to come, 


THE CHAIRMAN: I think we understand that matter. 


Mie KNIGHT; Gentlemen of the committee, I think,--I have 
just appeared on the seene, I think at this particular time 
the privilege ought to be accorded General Yarley to explain 
fully the relation of this drunken man to the service. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The matter is in this condition; General 
Harley is simply asking to put these witnesses on the stand 
this afternoon who wanted to get out of town in a hurry. Later 


on this testimony will come more properly. 


ED. Jd. HAMNER, 


first having been duly sworn, testified before the 
committee, as follows: 


(THE GHATRMAN; Q Your name is Ed. J. Hamner? 


s> Be A Yes Q sir, 


rae 
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You live at Sweetwater? 
Yes, ire 


Yeur business is what? 
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LawySre 
EXAMINED BY HR. KNIGHT, on behalf of the idjutant Veneral's 
Vepartment: 
G@ dudge, where do you reside? 
Sweetwater, Texas. 
Were you residing there in August, 1918? 


Yes, sire 
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Judge, you gave the State Couneil of Tefense your 
full cooperation and assistance, d14 you not? 

S Well, I quit my practioe and closed my office and 
attended to the government's business in that and other departe 
MONTH. 

@ YWhat cofidition of affairs existed there to disturb the 
citizens in that noighborhood rerarding wcret armed resistance to 
the conscript sot? 

A fT cannot say that it referred to the secret armed 
resistence or the conseript act, hut es cheilrman of the County 
Council of Defense, in the various investicstions that I made 
at the time I found a constdershle lnvless element in Nolan 
County, in one part of it there va: porhens fifty or sixty 
German families and I didn't find a loyal citizen among them 
at first. tn the town of Sweetwater there was a character of 
citizens that were known there as F.LePeA.'S8. They were not 
openly disloyal but they were not loyal. The loyaity had to be 
brought out of them and brought to the surface, I think just 
before the council got to work pretty vigorously, or while, 
perhaps, we were organizing, anonymous letters were received 
by parties there threatening their lives and properties, I 


received one myself notifying me that I was to be killed, 
One night a fire alarm was sounded-- 

THE CHAIRMAN: I do not think we have oacasion to go into 
all this. 

Q <All right. Did you have occasion to enlist the 
services of the “anger force? 

A Yes, sire 

Q Did you make the request for the assistance of the 
Rangers for your council? 

A No, sir; they were there and I eslled on Mr, Sam Moe 
Menzie, who was in charge, to furnish us with Rangers, as our 
officers. Now the reaaon I did that was, our sheriff and his 
deputies were thoroughly in comport ani thoroughly loyal 
but they were being used almost entirely by the draft board 
ani the Counell of Defense used the Rangers. 

Q In other words, conditions were suoh thet your local 
officers could not handle it and you had outside assistance? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And the same thing was ture in several portions of 
the west’? 

A TI could not say of my own movledge. 

Q Do you ow whether or not that was done at the solioci-~ 
tation and the co-operation of the State Defense Council and 
the government? 

A i didn't ask. I thought it was necessary to act and I 
acted in the most efficient manner I could. 

Q How many Rangers were out there? 

Well, first and last there ws several special rangers. 
Yes? 
Do you want them? 


Give the committee their names? 
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Wr. Barbee, Willis Barbee was appointed special ranger, 
as I understood it &o0 guard the District Judge there and 


there were two special rangers eppointed by the Governor to 


travel around with Mr. Jim Cunningham and euard hin. 

Q ‘then wes that? 

A I cannot give you the exact tine. IT cen tell you who 
was governor. 

Q@ Who was governor at that time? 

A Governor Ferguson. 

Q Now, go shead, 

A Ane then as I understood it, Sweetvater was ostablished 
as headquarters of a company of Kangers because of its rallroad 
facilities. There was Capt. Iansom; there vas a dark complected 
ranger, dut.. IT have forgotten his name now. And then there 
was e tall, thin young fellow, and then there vas lr, “‘ckonsle 
and Mr- 3ille,. 

Q ‘hat was the c:-aracter of the general conduct of 
those rangers in your country out thore? 

A 4s far as I mow of the services rendered to the 
Council, they were absolutely perfect. 

Q Sir? 

A As far as I know and as fur as the services to the 
Council, abgoluiely perfect. 

Q Now, &0 you remember tre cirounmstanoes of 1 prisoner 
being inoarcerated by them about Aug. lst, 1918? 

A Ho, I have no knowledge of that. The only thing I was 
know is what was generally repute about the facts. I have no 
personal knowledge. 

Q DO you know of any maltreatment or cruolty visited upon 
sueh prisoner by these rangers’ 

A Wo, sir, + don't know any. 
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Was there any complaint lodgod by that orisoner or his 
frienis at that time with your oounsdl for that maitreat- 
ment? 

No, e125 during the sleation that fa] it was xepoxted over 
the sountry the¢ the eherlff or tis deputy had mistroated 
them and that was veed ecninet him in the elestion, 

You have nxt one jail there for the rangera and the United 
States and the county, 4117 

Yes, siz. 

fhe sheriff hea charce and his jailex of all the priacners? 
Yeo, oir. 

Would it hava been poselbie for the rangers te have had 
Qharge of that jall withast the consent and presence of the 
aherifg who had charce of 14? 

The sheriff hae charge of it, and oor wndierstanding ot that 
tima waa that the sheriff had strict eharre of 14 and that 
he had mt @ beii shove the jatl in once there was any at- 
tempt to get the prisoners out of the jnil that ware veiling 
put in there,=- these F.L.P.A's,- 1f that bell was to zing 
the loyal oitisens of that toyn were to corembie,< it wae 
wesaly Bn aligming situation develening, 

At Abilene and other piaser? 

Z only know that & heaxnary , 

Thexve is a statement made here that sarrent Bom Motenale 
aml private L. 0. Bllls of the Btate Ranrer Peroes did on oF 
about August ist, 1913, maltroat a prisoner in the sousty 
jaii of Nolan County and abwe that prisoner iA an wwar2ant- 
od manner. Have you ever hoard of that tofore this tine? 


A Wo, and I have not heard it sine. 


Thie is the first time you ever heard of it? 


Thie is the first time 7 evar heard MoKensie and Bilis eharged 


with mistreating a prisomr. 


Which side did the ranger force adopt, the eile of the F.L.?.Ab 


oF the aide € the loval citizens? 
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No, six; they vere in Paver of the Tow ablllivn citizens. 

Did they oxtemi thely ecepesatien sud sexviccs bo you, the 
defense gouncil, ani other lai sbhiding sitigsne’ 

No, Shay went for me night end day. 

Cheexfuliy and freely and efficlentiy? 

Yea, aiz; and performed thelr aexvigss elfiicioutly sad in 
ome i: @henes they performed « service fox tha bensfit of oe 
man that if they baa col perfomed it le vould huve yong te 
the ,acitentiaxy. 

State to the cowalttes whether thaiz sexvivas thece ja the 
ingezeate of lav and ordez axoussed the reocnubsnt of the lar 
eae oroval 

Abaolutoly. 

Stute whether oz neh these dé, wheal class of peopie.~ Whaat 
Were the polities of thoes TelsPedets cub thers? 

Zhen? 

During the eleetion, the last si4 nouthe While the sungers 
were there,= Wexe they damcexeis, tepubliaaus, socladide Bal~ 
ahevikl or Tetellew how do you cusseity thew? 

That Would be ny personad gluusiticasion of thas, 

MR. FORD: I don'ts see whet a meats politica lap» to ad with 
his lav ablding citizenship, 

THE CHATICIAT: I don't Imo thats 44 as, 

MRe ENIGHT: G.Thare wore some of tiwm weituutedt 

Yes, six. 

And carried to Dallas? 

Paxdon me, I have reecllected that there wae another ranger 
Who gooperated cut there by the name of Montgomery and he wae 
the ranger I think who made most of the arrests of the F.L.7. 
A's. 

They Were arrested and carried & Dallas and quite a lot of them 
tried at Abilene? 


The ones arzeated were kept in jaii at Swoctwater wotil their 


trisi was had, ie my understanding, aud they «uu wien to Dallas 


Zor the trial. 
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Who ¥epresented them? 

Mr, Ford told me that he did. 

Is that dehn J. Ford? 

Yeo, the representative from Nolan County. 

He veprecented them, I believe that ia ali, 

THE GHATRUANt With the pexmiasion of the gommities, Judges 
Yord Will oxoce-examine the Witness, 

EXAMXWED BY UR. FORD! 

dudge, do you kmow anything about Who represented thoge par= 
ties, Wasn't there several attorneys? 

Wot exoopt what you told se Judge, you told me you did. 
Didn*t I tal2 you I yopresented one or two of thoes parties 
who were in jail? 

I didntt undéyatend you, you vere disoucaing with me the 
iiability for those arxecte and told me you represented then, 
us I underatood you. You may have eaid “one*® Judge, but J 
vaderstcod that you represented then. 

Well, now Judge, wae any man ever indicted from Milan County 
for disloyalty of any kind? 

Yo, sir. 

Theres was not, was there? 


Ho, oir. 


Wow, ian*t it @ fact that neither of these partica Who were 


an prison were ever indicted for any offense,- don?t you Mgaw 


that ic a fac$? 

Growing out ef thelr arrest? 

Yes? 

No, I don*t think 4¢ was. 

Was thexe ever any Waerant ewr issued for any of thoparties 
Who Were plaged in jaiit 

Z could not tell you that, I heaven's any informtion on the 
subject, except what you told m. 
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About this charge of 1816, these two prisionerea wWi0 Were Gon- 
dinea in jadi, have you ever heard Judge d, He lwada ony 
anything shout these piaoners being mistreated out thexe? 

THE GHAIRUAN: dust & winute,~ 

Tie WITNESS: He evidently is xeferring te anothers matter 

uot which I answered, the statensnt xeferred to sone one in 
Prison. 

THE QHALRMANs Did you ever hear Judge Beail say anytiing shout 
anybody with respeet,~ say anything about being miatxeated? 

I heve not. 

MR. FORD: You dm’s know anything about how they wre treated? 
Qaly those I had commection with in isauing werrants in the 
dnvesticntion and getting the statementa, eto., in sonnostion 
with the @Gounes. of Refonse, 

You kno# nothing about how they t¥eated them when they were 

in jail ox anything of that soxt? 

Well, we didn't mt them in jail, Mr, Ford, Wa adoptedthe 
pian £ bringing them before us and leaturing them good and 
giving them a chance to become good, loyal oltisans instead 

af being put in jail and the rangore were ueed for that, lazge~ 


ly. 

You do not mow how they vere txeated when thoy were imt in 
Jaal? 

¥os, I do beaauss they told the qouncil how they were treated 
and mide the statements, stce., and thanked the councii, and 


the rangers forthe wey they were treated, 

Aa & watter of fact, thexe was never any disloyalty,s= was not 
any indictam$ against anybody from Nolan County, f believe you 
etated that before, that is @ fact, is it? 

Ho, Six; our policy that we adopted when we first oxganised 
there was not to aat hastily bub to give every man a chance, 

We figured that pechaps a man Would shoot hia mouth off and 
Vitex disloyalty without a xed) intention, and so we adopted 


es, 
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that method and puraued it, 

Don*$ you Imow one of the men arrested bad & son in the arny 
Who wae aftexwaxyis wounded in France? 

Will you Gall cle name? 

Mx, Alidoex,~ don't you kaow he hud & oon in the aray ot 

i have hutecd ge, 

Den't you know tiw boy Wau Wounded ln the axa? 

i have hetsu 80,4 

dnd he Was dpxieoned and ne Gimxge Wee ie Lygdinet Rim, O68 
wu netter of fugh? 

I deats mow, 

You don't kno# how many priseness were in that ivt? 

Ho, oir. 

An tux as Nodan County 18 omcerned yor du not kiew lew many 
men Were proveeuted in that 10+? 

I don't imw, 

As & member of the council would you have hun itt 

if 1% had come to the coundii, ox lai dome times So inved~ 
tigation, yes. 

You kept pretty well up with such things? 

Yee. 

Haven't you heard # good deal of couplaint from the leat 
eitiszens of thats gount«cy us to the ruwngexss conduss out there? 
How is thet? 

Haven't you heard @ good deal of compieins fz0m the Wet gitie 
mens of that samitxy as to the rangers condust cut theze? 

Mc, I have not, bus it hay com from the vorst element of our 
society cut there. 


You have not had any conversation with any of them iat the worst 


Sloment? 


No, I didn't have any convereation with thems you oould Lear them 


yotling on the street. 
Bid you know anything about any gambling going on out there? 


=» OO ff O PP DBD & 


eo rt oO pr 


Yo, six; I don*t gamble myself, 

Rave not heard anything abot 1%7 

Yea, I have heagi of it but 44 is puxely bearsay, 

You don't knew anything personally in regard to it? 

Yo, air. 

Bho had you subpoenaed, do you know? 

Ne, I got & telegram from Adjutant Gensrel “Warley thet f 

had been summoned to appear heme this morning at nane ofalock, 
and I rade it, 

That is aii, 

THE WiTWEsS: LL want to refer to your ven Altizer. During 
the tine f wan ® wanber of the Counoi) of Defenre T wan re~ 
Qnested ty the lawyers te serve a2 Coumty Srdee, Mr, Cochran 
being eme, and aa awh I won Iudre of the Juvenile Ccurt, I 
Mad four boys wp before me for theft, breaking irto cera; one 
of thom was Altizer"s boy end neither Altizer or his wife 

came b stand up for his boy end I cut thet boy on he own honor 
and turned him loose and he hae made rood, 

EXAMINED BY WR. FORD! 

Ftige, for fear 1¢ wight vefleot, To want you to tell this 
Oommittee,<— of course, being an uttomey, you rTegegnsze an 
attorey*s right to represent pnything,- they usually vey him 
for hin serviocs? 

SuU2e » 

You have known me for a good While? Have you ever known m,< 
What side have I beon on? 

If you want me to tell you, John, I will te11 you, 

Well, haven't = sexrved,~ 

THE GHAIRUAN: {I do not think your reputation is in isoue 
here. 

MR, KNIGHT! We waive the objection, gontlemen of the committes. 
THE CHAIRMAN: If you wieh to testify ‘ater, you ean do a0, but 
there is nothing here against you, 


MR. KNIGHT: The sommittee understands that we waive ali 
ovjectiona. It ia an arbitrary xuling on the part of the committee. 

int, RULGIT$: Q Mee Foru nekod you if there nha Leon anybody 
inadcied gut tucce fox didloyalty; do you venenuer thé dats when the 
Vobby disleyully aot wae puesed? 

i, Yiu, Ore 

G Wears tio tuimeamwidons be.uxG 02 BDLex slat? 

WR PGRD; Li wWew pauaed ut the Pourth galled soueiun ef tue last 
LG, 1elLUEtuxrds 

wlohaobs Woem ue ay po duke eliect? 

Mine WQS Last Feusunsy., Feurusry, iGdg, ic when the Legialature 
Wits Gib Ge wh apeokad seendon, Videl Was @uagiod wt tat thaw. 
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THE WESLES. 3s 2 tidak now tis) went dnto eiicol ultiexs these arreste 
wait 2 Wend uoy tombds, positively oa thet osuause I might bo mletake 
Clie 

ile FONDS sexe thoac awxiveis dn Apeiig duit, ux key ox Juno? 

& kee, GT thank priors tu the tine tue Loyalty act wen punsed; 

Tiset de my VECULIGOGI OIL. 

Re ENiGiT: In otuer Words, the jai was not in oifegti when those 
PCPAS HELO ainid GEGUT 

& NO, wir, 2B 
wis vas no lak Wiles Which they ouwld be prosagutzed? 

Yes, thexe wae, bier veo the Felexal Gaplomiga Jw» 


iM tlws Was pawee. alter that too, Waon' 167 
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Yes, 1 isiisve it wise 

@ iwta peoseu Biter thoi. De you mew whether o: not there was 
WY Gypositica in the Buuate-- in the Haise to the Hobby loyalty 
BELT 


A Gé wy own knoWledve? 

dite GanALES$ Thiet de derelevent and immaterial onu absolutely 
VUUGeLLOd ur. 

bite KNIGHT: It ic nuterial, 


ay, Me TIDWELL: How leng have you lived in Qweetwater, Judge? 
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A I have lived in that immediate vicinity s0—-neurly 40 years, 
I huve lived ot SWeetiatexy tines Welle 2 Lived at Colorade just 
3O niles weet of 14 twelve youss proviuus tleveto. 

Q You know pruwtigeily wii tag eitiesne in the town of Beate 
Whict » ue Your 

A Weid, I woud. Gay Jas, nosey» 

G% How wee the Rangete Yeguxded wath tho lias uuiding up elgav oltlqe 
“Gib in the toa 0. Eieewuiee, Wau duseewNce bu Vlele sete dating 
those tian? 

A The "beut mejority os then approve of them. The. g saa eons good 
Citizens buexa wng dv Kot approves 01 tie Rayer iorse wb alle 

Q Bo you. know « bey by tlie newme os Malidn cub ware? 

A WMwlaant 23 thexe ide awh & ints oe bhadt do Noda County ox 
bean tuczse 1 ain't kiow hie 

ide ENIGHT? Lives ngwr Mullins 

Q De you know @ man oy tac nims Oo. Tyson? 

A&A hyp yous 2 knew Jyoone in thot oaciden 64 bio sountay wt 
NGi..—| Hvestwister, not dn Holan gountys 

Q Day tuie men Tyson you kngw live noex Hullinas= Muliiue ig 

an Kiide Gounty? 

A I expect you axe zrelerzing te & nan arented in New Mexico 
wu brougit te dveeiwater by the rengors and pub dn jadi et 
Svectwiter anu avtemeario taken trom thexe te Hille Qounty ox 
Coleman OF soveNwhese GOWN thegd,- de tlw tae memes of them, tose 
Wo nen you uz xelerring to, they vers mt oltiseus of Baost~ 
We bOE 

@ De yr mow HN. J, Tyson of Mullins, Texas? 

A Wa, six. 

Q Xt aeonn that he ia stated here to be the futher of the 

boy? 

A I don*t know those man at @11, I don't think they uve aiti- 
mona of Noian Gounty ox of that immediate vicinity. 


State to the committee whether or not there was any complaint 
made there with reference to the abose of this young Mullins 
in the Sweetwater jail,- or Tyson, I mean? 

I never heard of any abuse of any citizens at all in the 
Sweetwater jail, and no Question raised of that, save and ex- 


Qept with respect to a man by the name of Si Bostiok wtil I sav 
& letter from Mz. John J. Ford addreased to 8. B. Myers in which 
it referred to something Judge Beall had said about some cliente 
of hie. That is the only time I heard anything about 1$.8°t0 
Judge Beall here? 


A 


Q 
A 
Q 


He. 

Ie 8. B. Myers here? 

Yea, sir; 8. D. Myers, he ie here, 

Tell us whether or not you ever heard or saw a ranger out 
there intoxicated or whether you ever knew of his frequenting 
& gambling house or engaging in any other acts that would be 
eonsidered as violating the laws of the State of Texas? 

I have never seen @ ranger in Nolan County take a drink of 
Whiskey or one I thought was under the influenoe of whiskey 
or had taken a drink of whiskey, no# did I ever hear of a 
wanger charged With gambling or being connected with gambling 
until I arrived in Austin this morning, and then I heard that 
charges had been made that one of the ranger force out there 
had engaged in gambling at a private house. That ia all I 
know about that gambling proposition and all I ever heard 
aboutit. 

J want to know whether or not the rangers Went out and acted 
in an appropriate way, or rather, an overbearing way, so as $e 
intimidate the oitisens, or whether they went out in a quiet 
orderly way like the sheriff and his deputies go about? 

When We sent out for disloyal parties I issued a committment 
oe order of arrest as Chaixman of the Counoil of Defense for 


that party. I newer did that until statements had been made 


to us in writing and signed by witnesaca charging disloyal acts 
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ox acts Violating the eepionage acts. I instructed the 
runger invariably the first time to got us various Witnossea, 
given in al.ition to thee we had, and to get the stateucnts 
of those witnesses, and if thone witnessce stated then the 
fact, I told them they would, then I told them to put 4% in 
Waiting and then go and sec the party and % the party to 
make @ written statement €they would. if they did, and 
that party then corroborated what was done, to bring him in 
there; if they did not, just bring hie statement. There was 
but one instances in which a ranger brought the man te ny 
office. 

What xanger Was that? 

Mr. Bilis. 

Who was the party he brought in? 

Pardon mm, Mr. Myexs, do you recolleot the man that made 

the statenent to the ranger and then corrected it in ouz 
effice,- was brought from Champion, that the statement woo 
made at the burial of young Daugherty? 

What wae done with that partyfor whom you iasued a warrant of 
arrest? 

That party wade a statement to the ranger which Was absolukely 
® Violation of the espionage act and the ranger zequested him 
te come to town with him. The council assembled, We told 
this party what we had, thie stabment, and asked hin 47 he 
made it. He said he did, and we asked him if he eigned it 
and ae said he didj we asked him to be aworn and he wae avorm, 
end I handed him the statement thon that wae written out that 
he had signed. I said "Did you make that talk at that burial, 
that gravet® He said "No, siz." I said “How came you then 
to make this statement?" He said *Z don't know oir." I sadd 
"fou did not make this atetement at that crave?® He said "io, 


eizr.® Mr. Bills wae present; Mr. Bille said he was corroborat- 


od in that by every witness that was there, and he did not make 
that statement, but he made it to me, and when I wrote it down 
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I xead it to him and asked hin if it was trw and he signed 

it, and I thought I cught te protcet him, ond 1 turned to 

the witness and asked him if Ur, Bilib statement was a fact, 

and he stated 1% was, and we then gave the fellow a isature, 

We had been advieed previously that he had been making state~- 

mente not proper and that gamusced a good deal of dissention, 

and we gave him a leeture and he went home and thereafter made 
& loyal citizen, 

Q@ Have you that statement now? 

A Yea 1 have, 

Q At home or here? 

Ak At home. I have everything thot was done ty the Qeunell of 
Defense in black and white at my office. ‘The thehkeReame in 
there in the evening, a great many of them, at the depet ther 
io three trunk lines there and sometimes perhaps there are as 
mung as 200 or 300 people at the depot in tho summex,. 7 have been 
there sonstantly when the Rangerya would be there--~ 

MR. GANALES: I don't know whether Judge Tidwell desires to 
have all thet testimony in there; 1¢ is imaterial to the issuca 
of the case, 

THe GHAIRMAN: I understood the Judge's question, 7 wnderatood 
that the Judge developed from you the gonduct of the Rangors? 

A That ie what I was eoming to right then. 

THE CHATFIAN: Well, state it . 

A We were instructed with regard to young men who Were passing 
through, to @al1 on them for their draft cards to see whether they 
were doserters, I watched those rangers gxekix approagh young men 
and they did it in a perfectly gentlemanly manner; they would walk 
Up to them and say, "Whioh Way are you going, how old are you,— got 
your gard with you?® Frequently they would oa11 me to them and tell 
me about them. 

SENATOR WILLIFORD: Would they explain the aonditions when they 
asked these queations? 


A Oh, yes, they did, they had their guns on, You know the Rangers 
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wear their guns, wear their belts with their guns on and everybody 
knows « Ranger. I oan say I never saw a more contlomaniy officer 
in my life than Mr. Blile and Mr, MoKensiek have shown themselves 
to be out in Nolan County, 

EXAMINED BY UR, MOMILLING 

Q They didn't present their credentiala? They would just walk 
up to & man and aek hin who he was and wheres he was going? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q About the only credentials they gave them were a gun and 
a sixehooter? 

A No, they didn’t do it that way, The sixshooter was on them and 
they Walked up to them and said "Which way are you going?* Theat is 
the way I would have epproached a man if I had wanted te find out 
any thing. 

Q If e man walked up to you and #aid, "Who are you and where are 
you going?® 

A Sxhuvaxhadxthoe If I had thought it waen't any ef his business 
I would have said What is it to you?*® but if I had thought I would 
have geaid "It is a Ranger® and would have answered hie question, 
And nevex did T heard anybody ask the question that way. 

Q They didn't agonduct it as you would conduct it? 

A Yea, oir, exactly, If I had thought the contleman was a slacker 
or & deserter I would have walked wp to him and eald, "Which way 
axe you going? Have you cot your identification eard?® 

Q Suppose he would have anewered as you aald you would answer? 

A I Would have told him who Z was and unless he had a right I 
would have had to take charge of hin, 

Q Did yowuever mow a Ranger out there named Malle? 

A If I ever knew Walle I only saw him but didn't kmow hic nome. 

Q Bictew? 

A I knew John Bloxsym} he has eniy been & Ranger e short while, 
He lived eut in Nolan County on the divide. 


EXAMINED BY WR. KNIGHT; 

Q What was Mr. Bloxsum's reputation, how about him? 

4 TI didn't know him as a Ranger at all. If he ever 
appeared around Sweetwater as a Ranger I never saw hin, 

SENATOR PAGE: You do not know his reputation as a Ranrer? 

A No; he was taken to Eastlend County after he was put 
on the foroe. 

SENATOR ¥ITPE: If there was some complaint on the part 
of some of the citisens what seemed to be the basis of their 
complaint, ae to the Kangers? 

A ‘The first complaint xutae erose from the tact that 
Mr. Barbee was appointed personal bodyguard for his father-in- 
lew, the Piatrict Judge; as T understood it, because his Life 
hed been threatened by the F. he Pe Ae And then Mr. Jim Cunning- 
ham, carried two Rangers with him traveling through the country 
all the time, and it was commonly reported it was a body guard 
furnished by Governor Hobby because his life had been threaten-~ 
ed by the F. Le Pe Ae 

Q He was district attorney? 

A No, he was a defender of criminals entirely. He hardly 
ever represented the State but he was a personal friend of 
Mr, Ferguson's and for a while he was furnished a body guard 
of two Rangers. 

HE. LACKRY: That brought en complaint? 

A That started complaint. 

Wk, KHIGHT; Who appointed the young man to be body guard 
to his father-in-lavr, the digtrict judge? 

A Governor Fergueen. 

Q That brought on the complaints? 

A That is when the complaints first started, 


JUDGE THOS. We HOOK, 


having Been first duly swern by the sommittee 
teatified as fellows on direct examination by 
Me. de Te CANALES: 


MR. PAGE, Vice-Chairman: I have talked to some of the 
committee and they want this examination as limited ag possibile, 

MR. TIDWELL;: Will you indicate what special charges--- ? 

MR. CANALES: Wo,- not on that. It is because Judge Hook 
wanted to testify here. I wrote him to seni me the data and he 
€id not send 1% and came here. 

MR. PAGE: You mean there is no charge here now?. 

MR. OANALES;: Exeept the general charge of people being 
taken ont of jail and killed. 

(Objection interposed by the Adjutant General's Department. ) 

MR. PAGE: We could not pass on that until the eomnittes 
asks him some questions, 

THE CHAIRMAN: Q What is your neme? A. Thos. W. Hook. 

Q Where do you live? 

A Kingsville, Texas, ia my home. I am living now at 
Camp Travis. 

EXAMINED BY MR. CANALES: 

Q Judge Hook, your profession before you entered the 
erny? 

A A lawyer, 

Q Where were you sationed? 

A At Kingsville, and also practiced at Falfurias and 
surrounding county seats, Brownsville and Corpus Christi. 

Q You are acquainted with the Ranger Forse and the Ranger 
activites along these counties? 

A Semewhat, yes, sir. 


Q Now de you know cf? ank umbex ineident that egeurred in 
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Kingsville about two Mexicans by the name of Ponce and one by 
the name of Morin that were taken out of jail and they were 


mover heard off 


GEAERAL HARLEY: I objeet to thet on the ground there is 
no specifie charge covering that partioular transection, Under 
the rules ef the eoumittee he mist file--- 

MR. CANALES: I wrote to Judge Hook--~- 


THE CHAIRHAN: Oh, it weuld be impossible for this committees 
to hear evidence where there is no fefinite oharge hefore the 
committee. You were given until today to fille your charges. If 
you wish to use this witness about some mattere of that kind 
you must underatant that we cannot go inte it until the charge 
is filed. 

MR, GANALES: Wasn't it the ruling of the Chair this morn- 
ing that you would hear any witness as to any corruption of the 
Rangers, whether eharged or not, that was one of the matters to be 
investigated. Notice was given in the papers that any witness 
who knew anything about specific charges in regard to the conduct 
of the Ranceres that they would appear before thia committee and 
ve heard. 

THE GHAIRMAN: Yes, if any one has any charge but there 
being no Specifie charge filed I don't see how we ean go into 
it. 

SENATOR WITTR: I move we go ahead and hear this man's 
testimony with the understanding that Mr. Canales will this 
afternoon charge a specific fact, file a charge eovering the 
ease, 8o as not to delay this man. 

«THE CHAIRMAN: I@ there a second to the motion of Senator 
Witte? 

GENERAL HARLEY; TI was going te state this: I think it 

would be somewhat » differentiation from the rules to permit Mr. 


Oanales to file the charge but the Judge himseld senld file the 


charge this evening, not having had an opportunity, but I 
think Mr. Canales( time for filing charges has passed. 

THE CHAIRMAN: If there is no objection on the part of 
the committee we will hear this witness and if he wants to file 
a charge he can do so. All right, proceed, Mr. Canales. 

(EXAMINATION RESUMED BY MR. CANALES: ) 

Q You heard my question, Judge? 

Yese 

Please answer that question. 

I kmew something of that incident, yes, sir. 

State that to the committee, all that you know about 
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it. 

MRe KNIGHT: Your knowledge is personal? It is personal 
knowledge, is it, Judge? 

A You wili see as I answer what kind of knowledge it is. 
I will testify all I know. 

THE CHAIRMAN: We want to know what kind of knowledge. We 
don't want hearsay. We want the fact that you know. 

A I will state my own activities only in connection with 
the matter. 

THE CHAIRMAN: All right, proceed. 

MR. KNIGHT: That is all right. 

A I waw called upon by Morido, who was a pastor of a 
little chapzel we had built in the Mexican part of town in behalf-- 
he spoke in behalf of Ganzales, the editor of our paper at Kings- 
ville, who had been apprehended and put in jail. 

MR. KNIGHT: Were you present at the apprehension? 

A No, sir. 

MR. KNIGHT: The point I asked you, if you were going to 
testify from hearsay. 

THE CHAIRMAN: It is a fact that he was apprehended and put 


in jail? 


A Yes, sir. 

UR. KNIGHT: Theat ie all right, 

SENATOR WITTE: What wae the man's name? 

A TI delkeve 4% was Manuel Gonsales. I think that was 
his mame. I made some inquiry ani appeared before a group 
ef men who were sitting in one of the rooks of the Casa Rieardo,. 
that is one of our hotels in Kingsville. I told then,~- I spoke in 
behalf of Gonzales, and friends I knew and sould éepend on 
considered him an excellent man and wished to kgjow if there was 
anything I eould 4o for him. I was informed by « man after a 
Little bit that he represented the Department of Justice, Federal 
Depertment of Justice, and that he was conducting an inquiry, ean 
fnvestigation and I said, "That is entirely in order, to investi- 
gate Gonseles as far ag you wish, I hope though after you have 
completed your investigation if you find that he ie all right 
you will turn him loose.” wot long after that the oommon 
repert and the publio press published the fact that two other 
men hed been taken from the jail at Kingsville and hed been 
gotten away with. 

ME KNIGHT; Judge, one moment. Fill you kindly te11 
the committee what year your testimony relates to? 

A Yea; it was during the month of May, 1916, 

MR. KNIGHT: That wee under the 014 regime and prior to the 
Captein's appointment’ 

A There were then this same Morido, and the presidant of 
of the Kpworth League of that little chepel anf Castanade who was 
one of the best reputed merchants in the Mexican part of town, 
end Gonseles came to me andi told me that the matter of getting 
away with Mexicans wes, appesred to them to endanger their own 
lives, that they thought--- 

MR. ENIGHT; I don't know, gentlemen---~ 

THE CHAYRMAN: Just a moment. 

Mi. ENIGHT; Ie it hearsay? 
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A Yes, sir. 

UR. KNIGHT: That ie ell right. 

SENATOR WITTE: What wee the man's name? 

A I d@lieve 4¢ wae Manuel Gonseales. I think that was 
his mame. I made some inquiry ani appeared before a group 
ef men whe were sitting in one of the rooks of the Case Ricarde, 
that {es one of our hotels in Kingsville. I told then,- I spoke in 
behalf? of Gensales, and friends I mew end could depend on 
considered him an excellent man and wished to kjow if there was 
anything I eould do for him. I was informed by a wan after a 
little bit that he represented the Department of Justice, Federal 
Depertment of Juaetice, and that he was conducting an inquiry, an 
investigation and I said, “That ia entirely in order, to investi- 
gate Gonseles as far ag you wish. I hope though after you have 
eoupleted your investigation if you find that he fa all right 
you will turn him loose." Hot long after thet the common 
repert and the public press published the fact that two other 
men hed been taken from the jail at Kingsville and had been 
gotten away with. 

MR. KNIGHT; Judge, one moment. Will you kindly tell 
the committee what year your testinony relates to? 

A Yea; it was during the month of Hay, 1916, 

MR. ENIGHT: That was under the 014 regime and prior to the 
Captain's appeintuent? 

A ‘There were then this same Morido, and the presicant of 
of the Epworth League of that little chapel ani Castanado who Was 
one of the best reputed merchants in the Mexican part of town, 
end Gonsales came to me and told me that the matter of getting 
away with Mexicans was, apreared to them to endanger their own 
lives, that they thought--- 

MR. KNIGHT; I don't know, gentlemen---- 

THE CHAIRMAN; Just a moment. 

UR. KNIGHT; Is it hearsay? 


a) 


Kn’ 


Questioned by the Chairman: 


Did they tell you anything about the Rangers? 
No, sir, they didn't mention the Rangers. 
Didn't mention the Kangers? 
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Ho, sir. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, I don't think this investigation is per- 
tinent at all. 

MR. GANALES: zxeaxg Will you permit me to make this state- 
ment? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes. You know a great deal of that kind 
of testimony was just given by the previous witness. 

MR. CANALES: “es, I know and I--- 

THE GHAIRMAN: Why didn't you object to it? 

MR. CANAIES: I didn't object because I have nothing to 
hide. I believe if you will let the gentleman make the statement 
you will find it connected with the Rangers. 

THE CHAIRMAN; All right. He says it is mot, though. Go ahead 
ani make your statement. 

4 There is no Q6finite complaint against the Rangers. Theyy 
asked me if it would not be proper for them to petition seme 


authorities for the proteetion of their lives. I thought it was a goed 


opportunity for the good element among the Mexicans to get in 
Closer tough with the government and the government in closer 
touch with them and recomended the action. I stated to them 
1? you will get up your deta I will prepare the petition and they 
brought to me the data and I addressed a petition toe, one to the 
ohief executive officer of the nation, President Woodrew Wilson, 
and the other to the chief executive officer of the state, 

THE CHAIRMAN: That was Governor Ferguson? 

A That was Governor Ferguson. 

Q Yes. 

A This is s copy of the petition which I prepared for 
them from the data they furnished and whioh they signed and it 
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and it was forwarded to the president. Not long, or sometime 
after that I received replies from both the Governor and the 
President in answer to that petition. 

THE CHAIRMAN: We don't eare anything about those. 

A ‘The reply from the president--- 

THE CHAIRMAN; We don't care about those replies, State 
anything you tay have to state that effects the Ranger Force of 
Texas or that affeets this inquiry. 

A In that connection might I state that the matter eon- 
plained of had been investigated thoroughly by the President 
or under the Department ef Justiee, and he made a full report — 
in his letter as to how these men were disposed of, 

Who 414 he say dispesed of them? 

He attributed it to the State officers. 
Rangers? 

He didn't say Rangers, 20. 

Whe 14 he attribute it to? 

A The enly connection the Rangers hed with 1% wes one 
thet they themselves took up and this is the incident which I will 
relate whieh will show--- 

THE CHAIRMAN: All right. Go ahead, We will: hear you, 

A I was in Falfurias sometime after that, attending a term 
ef cou. t and two men walked into the court room whom I did not 


PD > D2 - PO 


know but whom { afterwards found out were Capt. Saunders and another 
Ranger. 

SENATOR WITTE; Do you know the other man's name? 

A 1.é0 not. The man whom I afterwards learned was Capt. 
Saunders walked over to the table where I was standing and asked 
me if wy name was Hook. I said "Yes, sir.” He seid “When you are 
at lesiure I would like to see you,” He immediately walked out 
the alele followed by this other man, into the lobby or hall and 
I Yaid wy book ever some papers that I was erranging and followed 
hin. out at once. Arriving at the hall I walked over to the side 


of ‘the ‘room where he was and said to me, “Are you the man---" he 
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didn't use that terme Doe you wish me to use the therm he used? 
You may if you wish. 

Y am rather sorry to use it. 

Go ahead, 

A “gre you the son of a biteh that wrote that petition at 
Kingsville?" I said "f took data that was furnished me by a Mex- 
ean and put it in the form ef a formal petition. " He said, 
"Don't. you know thet all that stuff was a damned lie?" And I 
gaia No, I don't, and more than that I believe it was all true.” 
He then drew his pistol, keeping the handle of it in hie hand, and 
eame down at me with his right hand. I warded the pistol off 
with my left and he recovered himself and came down again ani 
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again I caught his pistol and warded it off. He came down again 
and thet time the man who had come out of the court room with 

him and who was standing at my left, grabbed my left hand with 
which I was warding off the pistol. However, I managed te free 

4% and to ward off the pistel, and the captain, he came down the 
fourth time with his pistel. I said then, "You are a pretty officer 
to attack an unarmed citisen with a pistol.” By then or about 
that time I made the statement, "What is the matter with you-- are 
you drunk?" He said "De I act as though I were drunk?" I said 
"You smell as though you were," and the deputy sheriff had come 
upstairs and the court reporter had come out of the adjoining 

room and the Captain then seid, “I beg your pardon, I didn't know 
you were unarmed," and he said, "I apologhse.” I says, “If your 
apology goes all the way I will accept it.” He said, “It does,” 
bat then he said something thet I don't just remember about, the 
effect of which I gathered was that he wae only apologising for 
only having attacked me because I was unarmed, for that part of it. 
Tre deputy sheriff came over to me and says, "Hook, he hes done all 
be can, he has apologised, let him go,” and then pushed me into 
the court room. ‘The captain and the other Ranger left the place. 

E went inte the court room with the deputy end J saw a friend of 
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mine Shere. I said te him, "If you will tell Captain Saunders, 
please, if he will take off that gun of his I will meet him any 
time, anywhere. He said, "I am too good a friend of both yours 
end Capt. Saunders to carry any message between you.” I said 
"T will carry it myself then," and I went out of the court room 
to the hotel in town,- the captain and his deputy had cheeked 
eut ef the hotel, already,- I went down to the mean part of town 
and I found thet they had left town in an automobile. 

Q This was Saunders? 

A Captain Saunders. 

Q Who wae the other man with him? 

A TI don't know his name> 

Q Haven't you heard his name since by hearsay or other- 
wise? 
No, sire 
Who was the deputy sheriff that came out? 
Porter. 
Doe you know his first name? 
His initials, Ll. N. Porter,» 
Where does he live now? 
Falfurias. 

Q Now, anybody else that saw thet, that was present at thig 
ineident that you know of and kmowse about it? 

A The stenographer-~-the court stenographer came out shout 
that time. 

Q Do you know what his name was? 

A What's his neme, Mr. Canales? 

MR. CANALES: J. B. Dodson. He is now at Rio Grande City. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Proceed, Captain. 

A That {es all I have to say,- except that a widow of one 
of those men who was taken from that Kingsville jail and killed, 
asked me if I sould recover the body or rather Cattanado,. the 
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aterekeeper came to me and asked me if I could recover the body 


of her husband for her, and I instituted some search through 

the undertaker's at Brownsville especially to see if I could not 
recover the body and give it ea burial but they were never able to 
recover the body, 

THE CHAIRMAN: In that sonnection I would like for you, 
if the committee if willing, to read the petition that you prepared 
that Capt. Saunders was abusing you about? 

A (Witness reads the petition inquired about, which is 
as follows: ) 

fo Hon. Woodrow Wilson, 
President of the United States of America, 
Washington, D. C, 

We, the undersigned, for the 
most part citizens of the United States and of 
the State of Texas, of the Mexican race, but some 
citisens of Mexiso, and all residents of Kingsville, 
Texes, lovers of peace and of good order, loyal and 
law abiding people, most respectfully petition. you, 
our President, in this a matter of direct and vital. 
eoneern to us, to wits 

We deeply deplore the fact that 
among Mexicans there are any who would perpetrate the 
terrible wrongs wrought by bandits in the territory 
south of here, or who would conspire against this, 
eur government. But we would eall attention to the 
faot that it is as unjust and as un-American to kill 
an innocent men of the Mexican race because of the 
erine of a $n bandit, as it would be to kill an 
Ameriean citizen of any other race, although innocent, 
for the crime of another, And in this connection let 
me point out that it fs no crime to belong to the Mex- 
ican race, but we must believe that many Mexicans in 
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this State, who have been killed without a trial 
lately, have been guilty of no other crime than 
being Mexicans. 

About the middle of last month, 
several Mexicans were arrested and lodged in jail in this 
city. The arreste*were made without warrants, although 
we are informed, those arrested were not taken while 
perpetrating a orime, nor while fleeing after having 
perpetrated a crime. But of this alone we would not 
eomplain. 

Of those arrested, all but two were 
turned loose by the officers representing here the Yederal 
Department of Justice, who had caused their arrest. And 
for hia courtesy in expediting the examination of those 
arrested, and for hie promptly releasing those relased, 
we coumend him and his department, 

The two who were not released, have 
disappeared, and it is published in the public press, 
that they were, by the Federal officer referred to, 
turned over to the local county officers and again lodged 
fin our jail here, Later they were ordered by some 
officer, conveyed from here to Brownaville, and the publie 
press informs us, were killed in transit. The place 
where and by whom killed, is not learned. But we presume 
they were prisoners of, and in charge of, and under the 
protection of the Department of Justice of the United 
States Government. And before being tried, and while 
they were still presumed innocent under our law, they 
were killed, And their widows, after making diligent 
inquiry, are given no information as to where the bodies 


may be found. 
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From this ingident, and from all 
that we have said generally regarding the indiscriminate 
killing of Mexicans in this State lately, without e 
trial, many of whom we belicve were wholly innocent, 
and all of whom are presumed so until proved guilty, 
you see that we have reason to believe that our liberty 
and eyen our very lives are menaced. One or more of us 
may have incurred the displeasure of some one, and it 
seems only necessary for that some one to whisper 
our names to an officer, to have us imprisoned and 
killed without an opportunity to prove in a fair trial, 
the falsity of the charges against us. We have reason 
%o believe that we may be denied, not only the right of 
trial by jury, and the right to be face to face with 
with witnesses against us, and the right to counsel, and 
the right to ecross-question the witnessas acousing 
us, and the right to produce evidence of our innocence;- 
but we. some of us who sign this petition, may be killed 
without even mowing the name of him who acouses. Our 
privileged denunoiators may continue their infamous 
proceedings ,-answerable to mo one. 

If there are conspirators in this 
part of the country, or bandits, let the strong arm of 
the law take hold of them, let the even scales of justice 
weigh them, and if found guilty, let them be punished 
in conformity with law. If law is supreme here, though 
it may punish them, the same law will proteet us. But 
if there are those here who are above law, we who are 


certain of our lives under the lew, are uncertain thereof 


under those despots. 


Aud in this eonnection let us point ext 
that the great majority of the people of the Mexican race 


living in this eity and county, are honest, law-abiding | 


ae) 
pone 


anf peaceful citizens, who labor for good order, commun- 
ity betterment and culture within their modest sphere. 
It is the right, guaranteed under the United States of 
American constitution, to life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness, that each of us, and of these, expected. 
It is those rights which have been ruthlessly and vio- 
Lently denied. And we look to you, the eonstituted 
authority, the custodian to whom is entrusted the safe- 
guarding of such rights to all, to safeguard suoh rights 
to uss 
We earnestly recommend that you issue 
such instructions to officers operating in South Texas, 
as your discretion advises will prevent the reourrance of 
the unjustifiable acts herein complained of. And we 
respectfully suggest th t an officer who diaregeards law 
way be brought to trial as effectually as a bandit who 
aisregarde law. In thie way only will we tnow that lew 
is supreme, and entitled to our profound respect. 
Dated at Kingsville, Texas, thie 
Srd day ef June, A. D. 1916, 
Le OEE SAR ETT EE 
SENATOR PAGE (Y.Chairman): I was going to suggest that. the 
materiality of that petition appeared in the evidence of the ettack. 


Whe was the sheriff of your county at the time? 


A J. 8. Scarborough. 

Q ITs he in the court room now? 

A Wee, sir. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Gant. Heok, it is suggested that you file 
Witn the committee a specific charge setting up in writing the date 


of this assault. Will you do se? 


Nw) 


4 Iwill &0 so, not for my own individual proteetion-- 

I do not ask protection for myself. If it is a matter of public 
policy I will be glad to 40 ao but I do not care to ever ask any 
ecurt for protection fn a personal encounter. 

SENATOR WITTE: Q. Had Captain Sanndere been in that 
eoumunity before this time? 

A ‘Yes, sir. 

MR, TIDVELL: Q ad you and Captain Saunders had any 
prior acqueintance, prior to this? 

A WNo, sir. I didn't know him until this encounter. 

Q Hea88 you had pessonal scquaintance with him since that 
tine? 

A Wo, sir. 

Q Have you seen him since that? 

A T-have only seen him at a distance since then and he was 
only passing through on a train. 

SENATOR ¥ITTE: When wae about the date of this? 

A Of this incident? 

Q Yes. 

A The petition was dated the third of June. 1916, and 
the encounter at Falfurias was some months subsequent to that, at 
a term of court, possibly at the fall term of court, 

MR. GANATES: 1¢ was Vetober, 1916? 

A It might have the fell or the spring term. it was bome 
time after that. 

SEBATOR WILLIFORD: Do you know whether knowledge of that 
incident ever reached the Adjutant General's office or. not? 

A That (nolident of mine with Capt. Saunders? 

Q Thet transaction at Yalfurias? 

A I don't know. I mover made any complaint of it. 


SENATOR VITT: This petition you have read, the one you 
wrote, was direeted to the President of the United States. Did 


you send a similar one to the Governor of Texas? 


A 


I aid. 


Q 04d your reply to that come from the Governor or the 
Adjutant Generalf 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


From the Governor, 

Governor Sercuson? 

Yes, sir, 

You never had any communication from the Adjutant General 


with reference to the matter? 


A 


No, eire. 


EXAMINED BY MR. LACKEY: 


Q 


Mr. Hook, do you know ef your own knowledge any eon- 


nection that the Rangers had with those two men that are named 


by you, claimed to have disappeared down there? 


A 
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A 


No, sir. 

You have not? 

No, sire 

Do you know who took them from jail? 

No, sir. 

You don't know who stated to take them to Brownsville? 


No, sir. 


De you know whether or not they were killed? 
They €isappesred. I know from the President's letter 


that they were kilied. 
SENATOR WILLIFORD; Have they been seen or heard of since? 


A 


No, sir. 


SENATOR VITTE: You say you know from the President's letter 
they were killed ? 


A 
Q 
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Yes, sir. 
What was the statezent of the president? 
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A He stated that he had had the metter investigated by the 
DSpartuent of Justice and that his report they hed made to him. 

Q Did he state in what way they were killed or by whom 
they were rilled? 

A So, only by State officers, 

Q Did not indicate whether they had been killed by the 
leoal authorities or by membera of the Ranger foree? 


A Mo, sir. 

Q You made no further investigation? 

A Mo, sir. 

MR. TIDVELL: Have yod that letter from the President? 


A T heave. 
Q At your home or with you? 

A T have it here. 

Q Would you object to me seeing it? 

4 Wot in the least. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Anything further from this witness? 

GENERAL HARLEY: I would like to ask him if he called the 
present aduinistration's attention to this. Have you ever called 
the present governor's and the present Adjutant General's attention 
to this matter? 

A Wo, sir. 

MR. KNIGHT: were the former administration, except the 
Gevernor's? 

A No, sire 

THE CHAIRMAN: Captain, you will be excused from the stand 
at this time but it is going to he meeessary for you to remain 
here in the city as they have sent fer other parties, the committee 
will probably desire to hear from you further when they come, 

MR. HOOK: The ehairman knowg, of eourse, that I am under 
military authority and my leavaehas a :imit ané I mst report te 
those military authorities unless my leave is extended. Will the 


chairman see that my leave is extended? 


THE CHAIRMAN: When did you have to report? 

A W time is up tomorrow. 

MR. LACKEY: J sugszest that he ean come back from 
San Antonie. 

STE CHAIRMAN: If it is necesary we will secure such 
permission es is necessary. 

GENERAL HARLEY: When did you inform Mr. Canales a- 
beut this offense that you charge with this committee? 

A TI believe that Judge Canales was in attendance on the sourt 
at the time or at some time during that term J don't know 
that Y mentioned it to him particularly but he knew probably 
about it on accoumt of being in attendance on that court some 
time. 

Q Ye knew it prior to laat September, prior to last year youe 
he knew this happened:in 1916 didn't he? 

A YT should judge se. 

WR. CANALES: Am J connected or an investigating of« 
ficer or reporting officer of the Adjutant General's Depart- 
ment or any department or do you know? 

A Zot that TY know of, 


# # # # # # ¢ 


J. Be SCARBOROUGH. 
Witness called by Mr. Canales having personally been 
duly sworn testified before the Committee as follows: 
EXAMINED BY MR. CANALES: 
Q You are Sheriff ef KFleberg Co? 
AY am 
Q And were in 1916-19177? 
A TI was. 
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Q You remember the time heme twe men were placed in jasl by 
the name of Morine iand Honce. 

A Yea sir. 

Q Who took these men from your jail? 

A Sheriff Atkins of Sarita. 

Q Was he alone? 

A Ne sir. 

Q The was with hin? 

A Sneriff stkins of Williaey Co, 

Q Wao was with hin? 

A Wait a minute JT want to tell it just like it was. ‘te sent 
Jokn Cordova his deputy up to see if he knew this mn Korine 
Cordova had lived in Mexico and eon the border, he said if he 
was Jose Morine= ke had three names that was raised at palito 
Blanee that he wanted him on a charge of theft of horses so Mr. 
Adkinga phoned me and asked me if I could bring Morine to hin, 
that he had papers for him, that he didn't have a car and could 
not go up right then. He asked me if the federal Authorities 
had made any charged against him and I told him they had not- 
He said I hold a warrant for him. Well JI took him te Shem 
‘ff Adkins, kandeuffed him and put ohains on him, Ye said if 
yeu ean bring him, J will have a man here tomorgow that can 
identify Morine as being in two of those raids in the valley. 
Y told him yes but I would have to hire a oaremy car was broke 
a ford, and I got @ young mn named Tom Alibright I think he 
{9 in the room nowhe was at home on a furlough and my be 
now to take me down there and he would pay the car hire. Well 
Tom Moseley was in town and Tom went With me and J believe ‘oe 
Brooks, to the best of my rescllection Joe Brooks. 

Q Ie that a Ranger? 

A Tt believe it was, would net be positive, but they went with us 
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and J turned him cever to Sheriff Adkins and if he was ever 
identifiedeif Ponge was identified, he was then to he taken 
to Brownsville as the man that did the shooting on that wrecked 
train, and I turned him over to Sheriff Adkins in the Jail. 
He had handeuff and ehains on him so that he would not get away 

Q You say it was Morine? Way did you turn Pence over to hin? 

A Ponce was accused as being a mexican that done the robbing and 
of this Lorense lLepes done the shooting. Ponce was the man 
supposed to have done the robbing and was identified by one 
wan in my jail, Mr. Adkins says T want "J want Morine and I 
believe I can get a man tomorrow to identify them both as 
being én those reids down there and I hold a warrant for Moe 
vine-® Well the Rangers were helping us around there, you 
know, and Tom Moseley was working for the Cattle Rangers As- 
sociation and any time we would call on him for any help, 
any officer, he was always willing to go, and 7 wanted some» 
vbedy with me to help me, for protection if anything should 
pome up and J teek them and turned them over to Sheriff Ad- 
‘ing, and Yr. Moseley, or whoever it was, staid there and 
Tom Allbright drought me back. I wasn't there half an hour. 

Q THE CHATRWAN: Where did you turn the prisoners over 
to Syeriff Adkins? 

A At the Jail. 

q@ In what town? 

A In Sarita. 

Q What county? 

A Sarita, Wilacy Co. He was Sheriff of the County and, Gentle 
men, they were put in the Sarita Jail. I saw them go in and 
when he delivered me my clawing and Yandeuffs I went home, 

WR, CANALES; Q What did you say the name of the Shez- 
iff of Sarita was? 

A It was Clint Adkins, 

Q Ia he still Sheriff there? 
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A Hee 

Q Where is he now? 

A He is dead now, fe died at Brownsville net long ago. John 
Coxdova who came there to see if he knew Morine, he is the 
present Sheriff of Willacy Sounty. He was there when I de- 
livered the men at the Jail. 

THE CYAIRVAN: Whe were the Rangers that went up 
there with you. 

A Tom Moseleyy J don't know whether he was a ranger at that 
time er note Yewas working for the Cattle Raisers Assecia- 
tien- 

Q And Whd been associated with the Officers there? 

A Yes, Helping a11 ef us. He would help any officer that would 
eall en him, 

Q What ether one? 

A The other man J am not sure, but I believe Jee Brooks, 

Q Ie he at this time on the Ranzer Foree? 

AT think se. 

Q Was he at that time? 

A Yes sir. 

Q Did beth of these men remain in Willacy County and you go back 
with the driver? 

A Yes; Y came back with the driver and J think both of then 
eaid that they were going te Raymondsville. When I spoke 
to them I asked them if they would go with me. They said 
yee they would ge because they weregoing to Raymondsyille and 
to Brownevilletomerrew and would be glad to go with me, so 
they went along. 

Q Did yeu ever see these Prisaners any more? 

AT did not. 

Q Do you knew anything about what became of then? 

AI de note. 

WR, CANALES: Q Joe Brodka is in Capt. Sanders Company 


is he not? 
A Yes sir 
Senator Witt: Q Wren was Ghia? 

A In May 1916, sometime after the 10th of May uprising. 

Q Yeu made 2 different érips te sari ta? 

A Fo sir. 

~ Did you take them both the same trip? 

A Yea sir. 

Q & Mr. GAHALES: Q Waen't Capt. Hanson in Kingsville alon 
about that time? 

A Capt. Hanson was there during the investigation of the Federal 
Goverment. Mr. Barnes and kre Wright beth I believe were there 
from Gan Antonie. 

A frat is ali. 

EXAMINED BY SENATOR WITT, 

Q Was there any investigation made, by any authority, State or Fed 
ema], as to the disappearance of those two men? 

A If there wes I did not knew it. 

EXAMINED BY MR. TIDWELL! 

Q id you take the Sheriff's receipt for them when you delivered 
the Prisoners to hin? 

A He sir, I did not, because we hardly ever do that, When one 
Sheriff ealls on another one it is just for & gaurtesy sake 
you know. J never took a reseipt. 

Q Do you know what became of them, whether they were mobbed or 
whether they died or were turned aloose? 

A I de not. 

Q Were they prominent eitisens in the community where you lived? 

A Penee had been there ab out 20 months, came from Mexico. 

Q Te you knew whether they ever had a trial at that tows? 

A He sir. 

Q You never appeared as a witness against them at a trial? 


A No, never was called on as a witness. 

Q De you ever hear, from any source, that they hal been taken out 
of jail and murdered or hung? 

A We 3 never heard that they had been taken out of Jail ani hung, 

Q Yeu delivered them to the County Officials? 

A County Sheriff, 

Q Are you sure of that? 

A T am sure of that, yes sir. 

EXAMINED BY SENATOR WILLIPFORD: 

Q Yeu never heard of any indistment against any one for killing 
then? 

A We sir. 

Q Their homes were in your County? 

A We sir, this man Morine's home was in Mexico and everywheree 
you could hear of him most everywhere. 

MR. TIDWELLS Ye was supposed to be a General in Villa's 

Aray wasn't he? 

A Yes I think so. 

Q He was a refugee from Mexico at that time? 

A Yes sir. 

Q De you knew whether he went baek to Mexico? 

AT de net. 

Q What adout Pense-do you know what his connection was? 

A 8 Y lenreded through different Mexicans that knew him, 1 
believe he claimed himself that he was a Captain over there 
under Villa and same to the United States. 


EXAMINED BY MR. KNIGHT ON BEHALF OF THE ADJUTANT Gx} 
ERALS DEPARTMENT, 


Q Captain did the authorities unearth there in that Border County 
im 1916 a conspizacy to develep an uprising among the Mexicans 
against the White People down therc? 

A Trey did yes sir. 

Q What relation if any did these 2 men bear to that insurrection? 


WR. CANALES: If you mow? 

A T believe Y knew it. 

Mr. KNIGHT: Ge ahead Captain. 

AT sew Nis preclamtion and I think I have a copy ef Jose MorineSs 
proclamation to that effect. He had organised a company over 
in the Southern District. His proclamtion read, as well as 
Y vemembezee 

MR. CANALES: If the gentleman hae the proclamation 
that is the best evidence. 

Q Mave you the prodlamation? 

A Kot with me. 

Q You have read it? 

AT Nave read it and I believe I have it in my office, JT am not 
SUC. 

MR. GANALESS We haven't any objections to the proola- 
mation being intreduced in the wridense. 

BENATOR PAGE: You have no ebjeetion to his recollection 
about it? 

MWR. CATALES! Except this, J thought the rules of evie 
dence was being used. 

TNE CHAIHWAN: Go ahead. 

A Well aleng about somewhere the last of April or middleem aybe 
the middle of Aprile1916, I could begin to hear once in awhile 
of an attempt ef an uprising in 1916-the old San Dies move 
they called it. Y asked some of those citizens here, "what is 
this uprising"? Twat Oid San Diego move, I never theuch muck 
about ft. Times nad been xvether saually in that country and 1 
began to hear it again and direetly I got news from San Antonie 
the first direct news J got of it ower fromthe Valley. 

Q Cannet you get the proclamtion without all this and give us 
the sentents of it? 

A I weuld like to mike it plain? 


there was a man there that informed meee 
THE CHATRMAN, 

Q We have some rules of evidence that we mist observe. While we 
are stretching the rules to let you state the contents of that 
we would be alad te let you do that 

A YT was warned to look out en the l0th of May, 7 vegan to look 
outy J had already heard #t, un, the news got to San Antonio 
and Y was notified from Gan Antonie te look out for the LOth of 
May uprising, and, gentiemen, we did get busy to watah the 10th, 
the night of the 10th, and to try to head that off, prevent it, 
to catch them and there is how came us to get this proclamation. 
Jose Ferine was captured in San Antonio the night of the 9th 
on the way to Kingsville. 

Q With the proclamation on hin? 

A Yes, I understand the proclamtion was on him or was taken a 
way from one of his men, J don't know which, He was brought 
inte Kingsvilleby Mr- Barnes on the moming of the 10th. 

SENATOR WITT: Who was Mr. Barnes? Of the Federal Sex 
vieo was he net? 

A Of the Federal Service. So that day we began to investigate ani 
mke arrests on thig proclamation and the different letters that 
we got off of Ponce. We had a copy of his lettezeeor the orie 
ginal letter that Ponce had written to Morine and that Morine 
had written te Ponce-well, we got some letter off of Ponce 
fex Morine. 

THe CHAYHWAN: I do not want to interrupt you again 
but the only permission we extended to you was to state the 
eenbénts ef that proelamtion which you said yeu sould state. 

A Alright excuse me. Well the prociamtion was to organise and 
start the night of the 10% of May 1916 and blow up every town 
and eounty seats from Kingsville te BR Paso at one o'clock. 

It was ali to be teuched off at the same hour. That was in 
his proclamtion. 


Oy Q Whose name was signed to that 
tpt 
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A Jose Morine. 

Q One of the men tha you ad under arrest? 

A That's the manethat was the Captain. 

Q You held Rim and his co-censpizators for the Federal Government? 

A Yes sir. 

Q This proclamation and other data was turned over to the Fed 
eral authorities was it? 

A Ythink Mr. Barnes had the proclamation copied and gave me go- 
pies. 

Q Just answer the question please? It was reported to the Federal 
Authorities? 

A Yes sir. 

Q And yet the never indictedhim for any conspttacy in the Fed 
eral Courts? 

A Not that I know of. 

Q You held him for some time? 

A Yes, several days, I don't know just how many. 

Q The Federal Government took ne aotion whatever with reference 
to it? 

A Well I don't know, Wo. 

Q So far es you mow? 

A S far as ¥ know 

MVR. KNIGHT: Q Was the conspiracy suppressed and the 

uprising preven ted? 

A Tes six 

SENATOR WITT: Did the Federal authorities ever aw 

throize you to release these men or tugn them over to that 
ether Sheriff? 

A We sir. 


WR, KEGQET: Whe arrested him was it the Federal Au- 


thepities or the State Authoriti es? 

A Morine? 

Q Yeu. 

A Wy Y think it was the State and Federal both, wis my undex 
stending, at San Antonio. We all were working together, te 
sing every effort in the world to prevent it, 

SENATOR WIILLIFORD: You do not know whether any imowile 
edge ever came to the present Governor and the Present. Adjuként 
General, do you? 

A We sir 

WR, TIDWELL: Are you still Sheriff of your County? 

A Yes sir. 

Q Have the Rangers co-operated with you er not in the enforcement 
of the law. 

A Yea sir, ever since Tt have been Sheriff: 

Q Have you any complaint to make against any of them or any ine 
dividual ? 

A Y have not. 

Q@ Mave you called on them to assist you in anyway? 

A Several time. 

Q Did they eesist you? 

A Trey aide 

Q@ Yave you seen them exercising ami abusing their cutherity in 
theperfermance of their services? 

AI never did. 

Q Ever see one of them in the Gambling house Gambling, or one of 
then drunk? 

A ever did. 

Q Save you any complaint to mke against the Ranger Service in 
any way? If se I would ifke te hear it? 

A X have not in the 1 @ st. 

Q New long have you been Sheriff? 
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A Well altogether T served as Sheriff in ny County where 7 was 
raised 14 years. 

Q I mean on the borer? 

A Your years- J am on my thimd tem. 

Q You think the Ranger Service is beneficial to those people 
down there or not? 

At think so-t knew it. 

Q What would be the condition, in your epinion, as far ae you 
know, in the Geunty and State if the Ranger Force should be 
withdrawn from down th we? 

A How is that? 

Q@ What would be the eondition, so far as you know and the way 
you see it as a pence officer if the Ranger force should be 
withdrawn from down there? 

A Well Gentlemen, and your Honor, if there was not some other 
way provided fer we would have to leave there-we would have 
to Leave that is all. 

Q@ You are not hostile towards the Mexican population beaause they 
axe Mexicans? 

A Ho six, I am not 

Q If they are law-abiding citisens you 1cek upen them like you 
do your own nationality? 

A Yes. Yr». Canales father and brother will testify to that, 
that T nave done lets of good service for hin, 

Q Do yeu knew of a single instance {n your County where a Ranger 
has mistreated a prisoner? 

A Y do not, 

SENATOR WIILIFCR: {fa prisener is turned over to 
an official, do you think he ought to be kept for @ court 
preeeedings if there ia anything against him or do you think 
he out to de primarily debit with under certah eireunstances? 

A Sometines we get.a man and if we know he is a ad man and «now 


that he knows that. we are in possession of the facts and that 
we. know that he is a dad man arf a criminal and he knows a 
thing, thenif that, if we was not to held that mn awhile 
we never would be able to arrive at anything at all unless 
something came out open. 

Q You didn't answer the question I as led you; do you think a 
peace officer should held the prisoner to the aetion of the 
courts or do yeu think he ought. te be disposed ef without any 
Geurt Proecedinas? 

A Wo nix; there ought to be comhdint firled against him or a 
bill te held him. 
WR, ENYIGIT: ¥Y¥ didn't exaetly eatoh the gentleman; 
Are you in favor of punishing him according to law or by meb? 
A Oh, asegording to law eertainiyeelT didn't understand 1% 
¥R, TIDWELI: Are the Americans or ang] o- Saxons 
arrayed against the Mexican Citizens who sre guilty of mx 
der er are they arreyed against the Lawless? 
A Ko, they will protect then. 
Q The Americans and Anglo Saxon eitiszenship will proteat the 
Kexican oitisenship? 
A Yes when he is a law abiding citizen they will protect him 
@ fave you any Fexican officials in your Cousty? 
A Ne sir. 
Q Any Justice of the Peace, Constables or Deputy Sheriffs of 
Mexican Extractien? 
A We not. at present. Ye have a Yexican Janitor at the Court 
house but there ie no Ceunty officials among them, 
MR, CANALES: Wow far is Kingsville from the Rie Grande 
from Brownsvil) ¢? 
A138 miles. 
Q You don't eall a Border County do yeu? You axe not considesed 


264 aborder county, it is a Wundred and eighteen miles you say? 
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A Yes sir. 

MR. KNIGHT: Were you acquainted with Captain Martin 
whe was killed down there last year on the King Ranch? 

A We sir 

Q Re was assdesinatian -oBtate the menner of his taking off? 

A Y eowld only tell how J hoard he was taken off, 1 was not 
there. 

Q Well you, well he was assassinated? 

A We was assassinated. 

Q The depredations then and the lawlessness of the border ha 
reached way up tnt fart 

A OA yes. 

Q Treat is why you inolude it in the border? 

A Well tyat is what we generally call on the ib0rdermothat is my 
understanding. 

Q The vorder is not fringed ef the Rio Grande? 

A No siz. 

Q@ How leng have you known Capt. Hanson, head of the Rangers ? 

A J have tmown him and known of him about 12 or 15 yearess I was 
never with him much until the last 4 years. 

Q I was going to ask you about what your relations have been 
during the last 4 years as giving you an opportunity to 
judge of him not only as a man but as a fearless and gapable 
and effieient wamane ef ficer? 

A hy he has alwayse-T thought he was always a good man and a 
goed officer. 

Q Ras he been of service of not in building up a condition of 
law and erdexr dewn there in that lawless sountry? 

A Yas sir. 

Q Te what extent if at all have you heard the law abiding sube 
stantial citizenry of the bordeé Beuntry oritigise him or his 
administration of thas office and the conduct of Ris department? 


AY never have heard any. 
Q That is ail? 
WR. CANALES: Who is the Captain Martin you refer tof 
A We askel me if Y knew Captain Warting TI knew him as Prank Maw 
tin at Raymondevilile 
Q Paymondsville 4s about 50 or 60 miles from where you were? 
A Yes sir. 
Q You were not present at ala} all you know is what somebody else 
told you about it? 
A 3 know he is dead, 
Q Was Frank Martin a Rancer? 
AY eould not say whether he was a special Ranger or not. 
BR. ENIGYT: He was manager of the Kieberg Ranch? 
A One part of it, 
VR, TYDWHL Yow far from where you lived to where 
the Brownsrille train was raided and Bngineer Kendall was kille 
ed? 
AI expect it was about 100 miles--it ie about 100 miles from 
Bromsville isn t it? 
Q No, about 90 miles. 
A Abaut 90 miles, You asked me if Tt had any Mexiaan Deouties 

T wad one. thought he was a good wan. He waa too eld, he 
wag old but after the United States declared war against Gem 
many he took his boys and went to Mexice and that 1 eft me with 
out a Deputy. 

“WR, LACKST: When did you first hear of Capt. Sanders 
drawing a pistoll on Mr. Hook an Attorney of your city», it 
Wappened at Falfurriasewhen did you first hear of it? 

A I declare judge I don't know when J first heard of it, J did 
hear of it, but ¥ doen't Imow who was the first ene told it. 
Q Did you hear ef it about the time {t was suppesed to have hape 


oer penet? 


A Well no sir. 

SENATOR WITT: Do you know Capt. Sanders? 

A Yes sir. 

Q Yas he worked with you in your work in your County? 

A Yes 8s ir 

Q What has been his demeanor there, as a good officer, or an 
arbitrary officer? 

AT was in the valley in 1915 with Capt. Sandexa and Fr, Vann 
T was dom there several times, just trying to halp the officers 
you knew and JY have Kad Capt. Sanders in my County and 7 have 
been with him at different places when we would start out to 
mkea run. You akked me how long I have known Rim fT have 
known Wi m 25 years. I knew him when ke was Sheriff at Lock 
hart and I always thought that Capt. Sanders was a very parm 
tioular officers We was cautious and eautioned his men. He 
Was sent me some of his men and he would go with others or 
send somebody else and he would say " Now here boys they teli 
me, we understand the are bad men, be careful, be gareful, 
don't do nothing rash". and that is all I have got to say a 
bout it. 

MR. ENIGHT: You have known him for 25 years} did you 
ever know him to mistreat a prisoner or citizen, to your pez 
senal knowledge’ 

A No sir 

Q Ded you ever know an instance of it except in the case of re 
Hook? | 


A TI never haves 


ee ces to Dena an ae eo ae 
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WR. CANALES: T have one more witness on general char 
aeter, Judge J. C. Beorge. Tre Chairman will r-:call Sen q@el Haz 
ley brought in quite a number of witnesses on the genezal cot 
dition of affairs tere and T desire to have him and T have one 
or two instances Y would like to ask him about in particular. 

GENERAL HARLEY: T have one witness whose wife je@ 111 
and whe would like to zet tack home, it is Dr» Leach of Sweet- 
water; Y understand there is an epidemic of Fin there and his 
own Wife is sick. 


J.C, GEORGE 
eaxlied as © witness by Mr. Canles having been first duly sworn 
testified to the Committee as follows: 
EXAMINED BY MR. CANALES; 
@ State your name? 
A J.C. Georce. 
Q Your profession? 
A T ama lawyer. 
Q Ytave icone Nave you been prasctiaing law? 
A Since 87. 
Q Phere afd you praatice law before you came to Brownsville? 
A Sanfiton County and Erath County. 
Q “ow long have you been in Cameron County? 
A Little over five years? 
Q State what official position you held with regard to this last 
eleetion with the Governor's race: 
A YI was chairman of tw County Executive committee in the Hobby 
campaign tefore the Primrzfes. 
Q J wish to call your attent jon with regard to a transaction there. 


You had some trouble yourself er the olients you represented, 
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with some member of the Ringer force, with regard to running 
off ¥Yexieans, off of their land, state all the facts to this 
Committee. 

A I don't know Mr. Canales whether I can state them very acéurate» 
ly or not it has deen so long age and 7 did not know before 7 
came up Nere that that was what you waa cokng to ask me about 
er ¥ could } ae gotten papers in the case and refresh my menory 
with names, parties and dated, but I suppase you refer to the 
suit that wae brought at the Dilar Villa Real, J don't know 
what particular phase of it you want to ask me about. 

Q You know, J talked to you in regari to that mtteree 

Tie CHATREAN: Go ahead and ask specific questioc w Mr. 
Canal es? 

Q With regard to thefact that those genetlemen were run out by 
certain parties perfected by the Rangers and that zot an ine 
Junction and that these persons violated the injuct! one the 
very Fangers viclated the injuneti onee 

A Personally 1 cannot ¢estify about it exaept that the action 
Y took as an attorng in the casee- 

Q Go ahead and testify to that? 

GEYERQI NANLEY: YF would like to know under what 
charge this testimony is being offered? 

MR. CANALES: On the general question of the des 
perate character of men that you ‘ave on your fore@. 

GENERAL MANLEY: Tf the Committee sees fit to go into 
thatee 

THE OWATRMAI: If 4+ can be shown that they run then 
away from an dleetion it can be done, 


A This was not an election; it was a case of the Rangers, to keep 


certain parties from running sheep from offtheir land, 
Q When was this? 
A Two or three years ago- 
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MWR. KNIGHT: Mandamus or what? 
A Injunction 
ER KN'GHT: Injunction alright. 
THs CHATRMAN: Can you state about it? 

A Yes, ¥ don't want to be telling something that might be heaz 
gay. 

Q Well state it» 

A There was an 014 fellow named Dilar Villa Real and some sons 
and relatives and probably sonsein iaw newr Kingsville on 
a tract known as Defllo Survey and represented to us that he 
had ifved there for 50 or 40 years-enear @ little tow of Ham 
ingen, had been born and raised there, a good many of tem and 
they claimed to us that Mr- Lon €. Hill and other persons un» 
dex Wis contre) one in particular one of which was a Hangezve 

Q Mat was his name? 

A I eannot oall his name. 

SENATOR WITT2 When you geo back home find out the name 
of that Ranger and let us mow. 

A We brought a suit settina up the facts that Dilar Villa Real 
and these people owned this land and had been on it all t ese 
years and Wre W412 and this young fellow designated and pointed 
out as a Manger and who carried a pistolee!I never had seen him 
before, he was not a county officet--we cot out this little ine 
junction against him,and this fellow for running then off. 1 
think they claimed they burned their houses, I don't know ju a 
how bad they were J know they made it a brutal tale to us about 
them running them off and I prepared a lenge petition and had 
them swear to it and tock it before Judge Hopkins and Judge 
Hopkins very readily grented an injunetienand stopped it Mr’ 
Vann served it and in a very short time afterward this same man 
reported hack to us that Mr, Mill and tii s young man did not 
pay any attention to the injunetion Mr. Vann had served on then 


and then I drew an affidavit citing them for contempt and turn- 
ed that over to Kr. Vann and got Lon and this other fellow and 
brousnt them up thers and Lon came in twisting around objecting 
to having @ hearing and we insisting on Lon standing up and afr 
gwering to the charge and the other boy, and finally he took us 
eff to one side and confessed if we would ease up on him he would 
quite, him and the boy and if we would not put him in jaii for 
contempt, he would pay all of the costs of proeeedings. which 

I don't think he ever didee but we let him go without going to 
Jail and Let the other young fellow go too. J told you w en 

you asked me that ¥ did not personally know about it, 1 drew 
the papers and aot out this writs on the complaint and affie 
davits of these men that they were terrorising them and running 
them eff from their homes. Lon has neverinsisted on trying the 
cases. They are still there. The old man went back to the place 
and died singe. 

Q Zon C. Hill is the one you refer to? 

A Ye is the prime defendant and this other yourg fellow I cannot 
think of his me, a tall smooth faced young fellow and pointed 
eut as a hanger. 

Q Do you mow in whose Company? 

A No I don't know, it has been 2 or 3 years ago and 7 have not 
refreshed my memery about it. You can find ont all about who 
the feliow is. 

Q You have observed the condition ef the angers in Brownsville 
and Gameron County and as to the necessity of it; please state 
to the Committee your observation along that line ? 

A Well my personal observation does not extend outside of just 
around town. Y don't know Bf personal observation anything oa 
bout thesemen ene way or the other. 


Q Have you observed Gambling going on openly in Brownevill 
A io air 
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Q 4 general cendition of drunkenness over there? 


A No Sirp conditions are mighty tight there now. 

Q Yow long has that tight condition existed? 

A Ever sinee the State Wide Law was passed. 

Q In June of last year? 

A Yes six 

Q Y asked you Ur, George, ae an Attorney and a person who mows 
those canditions out there and so on, do you believe that put 
ting the rangers under bond will destroy their effialensy? 

A No, ¥ think t would increase it. 

Q WALL you please explain to the Comittee your ancwer? 

WR ENIGHT: That coes into the realm of polley. 
TYE CHAIRMAN: Jt is one of the matters to be inquired 
inte. 

A Gentlemen I think this about it; I think tétat In the Rangers 
down there, if you want to know my opinion, I believe that a12 
of thie Country from where Captain Cardwell lives dawn to whers 
we live and then on wp the river, that Ranmers are indi spensas 
ble both for the morel effect of it and for the good they ao 
teally do; They are effidient and the labors they perform 
ae well as the moral effeat but I do believe that in the last 
5S or 4 years the Rangers have done some things that they could 
not help from doing and probably ought never be mentioned. f 
think on the other hand they have done some things, gone +00 
fay, and perhape private citizens have done just the seme thing, 
but being officers of the law and authorized to carry weapons 
and enforce the law F believe the interests of public justice 
would be served by paying them more money and getting better 
ones anc putting them under bond. TI haw ifved there some years 
and of scourge I have beer aequainted with Rangers for more than 
30 yeare. 7 ysed to be District Attomey and Y have watched 
them ali along the line. Y really believe we could not get 
along without the Hangere> We have got a peculiar state of 


affairs down there CentLexen. Mr, Searborough a while ago eould 


perhaps have given you moreinformmation that n : can give youe 
There have been lote of men who have evaporated in that cour 
try in thelast three or 4 years Tam not in the attitude of 
inquiring into and was not when J heard of their evaporation 
but 4% would be talked around upon the btreet the next day. 

Y remember the inaident that Atkins was supposed to Nave brought 
this man dewn to Brownsville; I remember coming down on the 
train several other times when people were supposed to come te 
Brownsville ad never qot there, T am not prepared to criticize 
Ny. Atkins, Mr. Scarborough orany bedy else, while 7 think 
that we need here a hich decree of responsibility among the 
Ranger Foree genti amen. 

SERATOR PAGE: @ What do you think about. admitting 
tet the Ranger Poree oumht te be bonded, the privatene the 
practicality of that proposition, the averave Ranver could not 
give a bond, surety companies would not write them and Consul 
would not~owhat do you think about the practicality of it 

ATI think the State ought to pay them enough that they can afford 
to pay the nremius on their bonds. 

Q I do not belf we you eould find ao Surety Company that would 
write them under any circumstances, Do you beli wg you could? 

A T don't know, J never inquired into that. Jt my be that thea 
would net. 

Q Do you think the matter cculd be reached if the officers or 
Captain ef the Ranger Ferree should be reguired to give bond 
and made strictly respansible for the acts of the men direct- 
ly under him? 

AZ think the legislature could enact a lew putting the Captain 
under bond and making him responsible for the acts of the men 
in his Company. 

Q Do you think that would meet the exigencies of the situation? 

A Possibly so. 


RR. CANALES: Yeu ‘Nave heard about that man daroia 
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perhaps have given you moreinformation that n . can give youe 
There have been lots of men who haves evaporated in that. coun 
try fin thelast three or 4 years JI am not in the attitude of 
inquiring into and waa not when T heard of their evaporation 
but it would be talked around upon the étreet the next day, 

7 pemenber the inaident that Atkins was supposed to have brought 
this man dewn to Brownsville; I remember coming down on the 
train several other times when people were supposed to come te 
Brownsville ad never got there. YT am not prepared to oriticise 
Me. Atkins, Mre Soarhorough orany body else, while T think 
that we need here a hich decree of responsibility among the 
Ranger Foree gent! amen. 

SENATOR PAGR @ What do yeu think about admitting 
thet the Ranger Foree ought to be bonded, the privates the 
precticality of that proposition, the averave Tanver sould not 
give a bond, surety companies would not write them and Consul 
would noteewhat de you think about the prmoticality of it 

AT think the State cucht te pay them enough that they oan afford 
to pay the premium en their bonds. 

Q ¥ do net bel{ we you could find a Surety Company that would 
write them under any circumstances. Do you beli #e you could? 

A ¥ don't mow, J never inquired into that Tt my be that the 
would net. 

Q Do you think the matter aculd be reached if the officers or 
Captain-of the Ranger Force should be required to give bond 
and made strictly responsible for the acts of the men direct+ 
ay under hin? 

A I think the Legislature could enact a law putting the Captain 
under bond and making him responsible for tle acts of the men 
in his Company. 

Q Do you think that would meet the exigencies of the situation? 

A Possibly se. 


MR CANALES! You wave heard about that man Gareja 


sf 


that was taken by the Rangers from Point Isabel on the road 
to San Benito and also evaporébed? 

A Y am defending those gentlemen. 

Q Tnat is all. 

YR, KNIGHT; Twat evaporation was wnobjectionable 
wasn't it Judge? 

A Well 3 haven't filed any. 

Q Yen't that Ranger Service an outgrowth of the conditions exise 
ting on the Border, forinstance there is come of Vilia’s Men 
anc Lopes men come eaeross and depredate, the Rangers are really 
¥Y take it, policemen on a large territory, those men sould cet 
baok agroass, any sort of arrest without a warrant would render 
them liable and the bandits could come over and get back while 
tye Rangers were going off to cet a warrantee 

MR. WYILIFORD: That could be requlated by a spegial 
Statuteg could it not? 
Rik KNGGHT: Probably s06+ 

A The Rangers are necessary. They are abadlutely necessary, in 
my judgement, but the point is thiag it won't do, in my judgee 
ment, to place the exercise of the aereat discretion ag the 
Rangers sometime have to exercise in the hands of men who are 
not really more responsible than some of the boys are of a 
higher sense of respon aibility and higher requirements and 
higher pay is what that country needs, We nead better men 
and then if they are forced in an emexgency to do something 
that sometimes as to be done they will know how to do it. 

Q The Emergencies are frequent dow there when action {se imper 
ative and meditation is subsequent to that? 

A That is what I say, that ia, why you want hich olass men. 

Q The young man that was with ay friend Lon Smi tire 

A Lon Ti11? 

Q Lon Hill, he was not a regular Rangererhe was a local man wane 
n't he? 


& I don't know. That is thé reason I told “r. Canales I showd 
like to have his name, I was under the impression he was a 
Ranger. He might not be. That can be determined, of course. 
Q When was that? 
fwo or three years ago. 
1916, waen't it? 
Prebably 1916 or maybe as far back as ‘15, 
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That was before the election of Governor Hobby? 

A Yes, sir. I think the boy was under bad advice and I 
think Mr. Hill's action was not justified and so told him, Mr, 
WL1ll is a good friend of mine, and we had to make him behave, 
ie ell. 

Q You leave the impression on my mind thet the average 
officers end citizens enjoy the feilings of human nature,- they 
sre not perfeet? 

A Wo, sir. 

Q That law suit, I undezgstand, some effort on the part of 
Lon Hill and his henchman to disposesefsome individual? 

A Absolutely by foree, is what I thought about it. 

Q Did the party being dispossessed have paper title? 

A fo, T don't think any man in that country has paper 
title to that survey of land, 

Q Catch-as-oatch-can and hold all you get? 

A Not exactly that. These people were descendants of this 
ola Mexican who lived many years there and they probably had 
bester title than any living man, by limitation--had better title 
than Lon hac. 

Q Which side did you represent? 

A he Mexicans. 

Q bid not represent Lon? Do you remember the olrcum tances 
of one of the county commissioners down there being cheoked in 
his career as a bootlegger by the rangers? 


A I saw then---I was there. 


5 Q They never hesitate to ecoperate with the law and order 


element of the country, as far as you have observed and 
know? 

A Well, I cannot say that. I think there has been a 
lot of friction there between the lecal authroities and the 
rengerée 

Q Yes? 

4 ‘They have not got along well. 

Q Bhere was some friction between the rangers and that 
county cemmissioner was there? 

A Yes, sir, decidedly. They took him out of the county. 
I met them just before they crossed the Hidalgo county line 
with hin. 

Q Asa matter of yam fact, you personally had called the 
Rangers to your relief and assistance there, at Edinburg,- Did 
you have some trouble there with them and called the Rangers 
to eome and proteet you against the sentiment of the community 
in some way? 

4 tI don't know. I don't know what you are specaking 
ef. 

Q tLast June, something about some olients of yours you 
were defending, that the sentiment became aroused and you took 
the precaution to wire for some of the Rangers to come there 
and restore order, - at Mercedes? 

Mercedes? 
Mercedes, yes? 
No, I don't think you have got thet right. 
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Q Capt. Stevens--d14 you call Capt. Stevens to assist 
you in a situation there? 

A No, Captain Stevens had charge of one of my elients --- 
had him in hook, and I went up there to get Cant. Stevens to let 
him loose and he would not do it, 


Q Capt. Stevens was a Ranger? 
A Yes, sir, 


Q Had one of your clients ? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q@ Wouldn't turn him loose on your suggestion? 
A No, sir. 

Q You didn't baeame him for that? 

A Sot at all, 


MR. KHIGHT:; Doeen't it sometimes occur that the investigat- 
fon of the local officers are visited in gossip ani susplielon 
on the Rangers? 

A TI suppose there is always more smoke than there ie 
fire. 1 think the Rangers are eredited with doing things 
that propably other people do, 

Q You think the Rangers are credited with doing things 
that probably other people do? They are not identified with 
the locals like other people? 

& ‘The fact is, that the Rangers are a kind of terrer, 
you know, to evil doers- - - 

Q Exactly. 

A I think the moral effect of the presence of the Rangers 
is a fine thing, as well as the actual worth and efficiency of 
the Rangers. 

Are you peraonally acquainted with Capt. Hanson? 

Yes, sire 

Do you know hie official conduct? 

Not extensively. 

What you do know? 

I think he is a mighty nice gentleman. 

Q That is your opinion of the efficiency of the department 
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under him and his management and @irection of it? 
& He has been very attentive, as far as I know.My know- 
ledge of Capt. Hanson is rather casual. 


Q Going back to your bond feature, ani I see reasons for 
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things of that kind,- the only difficulties I see are the 
practicable difficulties. Suppose it would be impossible to get 
bends in any company, ané I think it would be, do you think it 
best to do away with the Rangers or let the bonds go? 

A I think that then they ought to be givel the safe guards 
that the Legislature ean throw around for the protection of 
them. There cought to be such things as having it determined 
with other high elass men, 

MR. LACKEY: Do you know of any specific acts of any 
Ranger in the Valley thore in your county or adjoining county 
that would bring Giscredit on the Ranger service, from any 
captain, private or sergeant, any of them? 

A Not from my personal knowledge, 

Q Can you give us the name of any witness who foes know 
eny specifie act? 

A V¥ell,-- not without-- I will say this,- there are men 
here like Capt. Vann, Mr. Canales, Mr. Wells and Mr. Rabb over 
there, and Judge Kirke over there, who held the examining trial 
in some of those cases; they can give you the names of people 
better than I ean, although I would not like to say under oath 
that I could not give you name. I just cannot now recall then, 
I think from what I have suggested to you you can get more 
information from these men than you can from mo, especially 
Capt. Vann, who is sheriff of the county, and has been om 
these raide and he knows about wheat has happened much more 
accurately than I do. He can give you the nancs of the men 
who have or have not done things. 

MR. KNIGHT: I will ask you one question; You have heen 
in that country how many years? 

A Going on eight years . 

Q During the last three years, from the time you went 
down there, I will ask you to state whether or not the Ranger 


service has not been improved from the standard in the par- 
ticulars you speak of? 

A When I first want down there there was nothing particularly 
en and when thie trouble came up in 1915 and just such serapes 
happened as Capt. Gearborough told about, they were happening 
all over the country; it wasn’t the Rangers altogether, it was 
deputy sheriffs and sheriffs and river guards andi the imigrat- 
fon agents and Bepartment of Justice ,- there would come in all 
kind of tales @very few days while thet banditry was going on; 
the eountry was full of these people, I think, no doubt, there 
was fifty or seventy-five of them killed, that came over fron 
that side. I went out on some of the hunts myself. I was 
out there once the next morning after they found those two boys 
dead at the Freanos. I did not see anybody killed but I know 
they were scouring the whole country. I was out there in an 
automobile, helping hail people around. Didn't find any one to 
my knowledge but IT heard it reported afterwards that people 
were found, found dead. Y don’t think the Rangers were any 
worse than the lawyers on the proposition, but what I failed to 
tell you was this: that thing kept on and kept on until there 
was a good deal of complaint of the Rangers going too far, some 
of them not being prudent enough: that is what makes me say we 
cannot get along without the Rangers but we want charadter with 
it. 

EXAMINED BY WR. CANALES: 

Juige Knight asked you about this commissioner, this beot- 
legger commissioner. I would like, if you know of your own 
personal knowledge, to tell the whole transaction? 

A I don't know the whole transactipn of my personal. 
knowledge,- I just know part of it. 

Q Tell what you know? 

A The day before the primaby, I think it was, I think it 


was on Friday, I was up in the Valley and the first thing 

I saw was a couple of angers with Eddie in tew in Harlingen, 
about forty miles from where he lived, unier circumstances 

that indieated they had brought him in a car from down that 

way and that was the information I got from the Justiee of the 
Peace's office, I went around out of curiosity to see what 

was g0ing on and to pay my respect to the county commiseioner 
and T hed oceasion to go on up into Hidalge County that even- 
ing in my car on my own business and away later én the evening, 
just before night,some hours after TIT had seen him at the Justice 
of the Pesce's office where I supposed he was going to be bound 
over for some bootlegging information, as I understaod that 

was what they had him for, Tf met Eddie and these same Kangers 
geing rapidly toward Hidalgo County line and very close to it, 
probably just over it, or right at the line. 

Q Wasn't that at the time that I was with you, and weren't 
you and t Aeovusiag for Governor Hobby? 

A That is whet we were up there for, and since I recall 
it, you are the man that was with them, yon were the man we 
met; you were with them when we met them; you wer: distributing 
Hobby literature. 

MR. KNIGHT: But still you have not answered ,- your connect- 
ion with the boose itself? 

A I don't remember connecting with thet boose. 

WR. CANALES; Judge Tidwell asked gym about the threats 
upon my lifeg he has been asking about common report of threats 
upon my life. I would say he could inguire about that. 

MR. TIDWELL: You may faquire about that. 

MR. CANAIES: I simply tender the witness, if you desire 
to inquire. | 

MR. LACKEY: What did they do with the man eharged with 
boetlegging in that county? 


A I think his freinds get together and made him a bond, I 


think they turned him loose on bond. 

@ Do you xnow whether or not they took him up tore so he 
could give bond? 

& Nos he cauld give bond better down there the other 
way. 

Q What was the idea for taking him up there? 

A That ie what I don't know. 

Mk. CANALES: Q The following day was the primary election? 

A Yes, sir. —f had an idea but I don't know. 

Q And that commissioner has some popularity in his own 
precinet, hasn't he: 

A Well, out of 102 he would get very near 1013. (votes) 

THE CHAIRMAN: What was this man's name cherged vith 
bootlegging ? 

A SEédie Sdwards, we @all hin. 

Q Is he a Mexican? 

A Oh, no; he is an American. 

Q His home is in Cameron County? 

A Point Isabel, Cameron County, I suppose seventy-five 
miles from where I last saw him with the boys. 

Q If he was charged with the commission of a felony 
less than capital, of course, he would be entitled to bail? 

A Sure. They denied him bail. I went in there and they 
refused him bail. 

Q Who dia? 

A The Justice of the Pace. 

Q and Rangers? 

A Nos; Judge Mothershead was the lawyer that was there; 
he {4 that. He said it was not bailable, he said it would not 


be bailable. 
Q cCeuld he have made bond if they had granted it to him, 


in @ reasonable sum? 


A fThey would not grant it to him at that tine. 
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That is not what IT am asking you? 
Could he? 


o& PF © 


Yes, sir. 

A He could probably have made bond for fitty thousand 
Gollarsa. 

Q Who were those Rangers teking him into Hidalgo County? 

A I den't know their names. You could find out who they 
ere. It is a matter of public notoriety in town - everybody 
saw it: wasn't any secret; they were walking him around the 
Justiee's office, parading up the street and put him in a sar 
end took him down the big road. I suppose they met a hundred 
people. 

Q Were theré any conditions existing in Ca meron County 
thet would have made it unsafe for him to have been taren 
back te Cameron County for the purpose of meking bond or 
being placed in jail? 

A Not a particle, 

Q Wes there any efforts, as far as you Imow, ever mode 
to have him taken away from there? 

A Sota particle. If they had taken him before any peace 
officer he would immediately had made bond for his appearance 
and anybody would have--~ 

Q WVaen't there ea district Judge available in Camprom 
County? 

A I @on't remember whether he was in the county at that 
time or not. The district judge lives in Corpus Christi, out of 
the county. The county judge was there and the justice of the 
peace was there; they took him out before this old Justice of 
the Peace, as I recollect, and Mr. Mothershead, who is a 
lawyer friend of mine, said he cauld not be bailed, I got the 
book and showed him the page, article and number and put my 
finger on it for him, and he finally gave in that he sould be 
bailed. I thought the fellow then would make bond in a little 
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bit and be turned loose and I went off, and thought he would 
be turmed loose in a few minutes, and next I saw of them was whem 
Canales ani I met them going out with then. 

Q Kd those were two Rangers, you say, taking him out? 

A Yes, that ie8 my impression. I suppose Joe knows who 
they were, if he don't I am certain he can get forty men who 
do. There ie no doubt but what it was Rangers thet hed him. At 
least that ia my testimony under oath, according to my recollect- 
fon of it. I just cannot point them out. 

Q You think the personnel of the Ranger “orce in that 
section can be improved? 

A TI think the personnel of thoge boys that had him, that 
is just the kind of thing that I tk say should not be done. That 

ie why I say you ought to have men of a higher degree of 

éigoretion than to do that. 

Q Has not the conduct of the Ranger force in that section 
diseredited them in the eyes of a great many people? 

A I think so. 

Q Po you think those condtions should or should not be 
remedied? 

A tf think they should be remedied and in the manner T have 
indicated and go right on. 

Q You think by paying higher salaries and inducing better 
men to come into the service? 

A fThat is the idea. Capt. Hanson or any other captain 
ean not be with his “angers at any one time; they have to be 
aistributed and scattered out in the gountry ané then it devolves 
upon the intelligence and moral charecter and the individual and 
moral stamike anf act of the individual kangers, That is why 
thcy should have high class men. 

Q You spoke of having trouble, whieh of the three Rangers 
are your clients? | 


A All three ef then. 


Q What were their names? 

A S§ittre, Saddicr and Locke. 

Q hey ere the men whs are charged with the evaporation 
of one Mexican fronm--~ 

A Point Isabel, 

Q hat was his name? 

A Florencia Ga.sia. 

Q Where were they supposed to be taking him? 

A TI am just telling you the report came to me from outside 
--not asking what I know about my case from my clients, I will 
tell you what was reported on the street before those gentlemen 
cane to me, that they were ar:ested on the Rabb ranoh and 
carried to Point Iaabel-- 

MR. KABB; We didn't have any on the Rabb ranch. 

A I mean Piper. Ye was arrested somewhere on the Piper 
raneh and takea to Point Isabel and started from there to Bsiut 
xeakei Brownsville and tit is the last he was ever seen alive. 

Q What are they charged with now? 

A I expeot they are charged with murder by now. From what 
I know of the complexion of the present grand jury down there. 

Q@ Is the grand jury of Cameron County in session? 

A I think so. 

Q Have complaints been filed against them charging them 
with murder? 

A Evidently. I think Capt. Stephens was with them when 
they came to my office to defend them. I think they were unier 
arrest then. 

Q And under bond? 

A TI don't know whether they were under bond or not. I 
think the captain had them with him and he had the warrant. I 
think Vann swore out the complaint against them. I think {t was 
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Q@ The thing I wanted toe stablish is whether there was 
complaint a,ainst those three men at this time in Cameron 
County? 

A My idea is that the matter is under investigation and 
they are probably indicted. 

Q You do know that they stand charged in some of the 
courts in Cameron County with murder at thie time? Just answer 
that. 

A I cannot answer that "yes" or "no" for thie reason. 
Somebody made complaint, before the Justive of the Pesce 
or some peace officer and isgued a warrant of arrest on it and 
Vann sent that warrant of arrest to Capt. Stephens and Stephens 
brought them in my offiae; they were bound over to await the 
action of the grand jury. The grand jury falling to indiet,- 
as wurder is never barred, the present grand jury is investi- 
gating them and by this time they sre probably indicted, That 
is 611 there ia to it. 

EXAMINED BY MR. KNIGHT; 

Q The first grand jury which met after the ccourresce 
refused to indict them? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q@ The second one aid? 

A Probably the third. 

MR. WITTE: Yam anxious to know what they were taking 
that commissioner out of the eounty for? 

& Yeu can ask them. You can get them. I just pessed them 
in the road. I have got my opinion. I think I know why they took 
him out of there, 

SENATOR PAGE: Judge, 4id they have any liquor with them? 

A ‘They never offered me any. 

TE CHAIRMAN: Seriously, do you know what became of any of 
the whiskey that they took away from thie suppesed hootlegger, 


who was said to be ae county commissioner of Cameron County? 


A MWe, sir. 

SENATOR WITT: How long before that Commissioner returned 
to his home? 

A Ina day or two, He got back in time to vote next 
aay. I think his friends got after him ani got him loose, 

= De een ae whether or not they have what they oall 
a Federal sone down there, where the rangers acted under Federal 
warrants or something? 

A TI don't know whether they acted as Federal agents. I 
know that they have e sone law, that it is illegal to sell 
liquor within a certain distance of solders' camps. 

Q They 414 give him a chance before that Justice of the 
Peace to make bond and he said it was not a bailable. case? 

A TI understood before I left that they were going to 
let him have bail. They took him to this fellow's office. 

XY happened to drive up there and they said "There sre the 
Rangers with Eddie Edwards,” and I walked up there because I 
knew the Justice of the Peace and Mothershead and--- 

| Q You say that men was Mothershead that said i¢ was not 
@ bailable case? 

A Yes, sir. 

iQ Wan he from liveth Ogunty alet 

A tT don't know. 

MR. XQ: Was there any assurance that any other Justice 
of the Peace would give him beil any quicker than this one? 

A Oh, yes. At Point Isabel or at Brownsville they would 
give him bail right now, 

SENATOR WITT: Youn don't know the names of those two 
Rangers? 

A Wo, sir. 

MR. TIDWELL: Military distriot,- Brownsville is in a 
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A He, sir. 

SENATOR WITT: How long before that Commissioner returned 
to his home? 

A Ina Gay or two. He got back in time to vote next 
@ay. I think his friends got after him ané got him loose, 

MR. KNIGHT: 

Q Do you know whether or not they have what they oeall 
a Federal sone down there, where the rangers acted under Federal 
warrants or something? 

A TI don't know whether they acted as Federal agents. f 
know that they have a sone law, that it is filegal to sell 
liquor within a certain distance of solders’ scamps. 

Q They did give him a chance before that Justice of the 
Peace to make tonfi and he said it was not a bailable case? 

A TI understood before I left that they were going to 
let him have bail. They took him to this fellow's office. 

I happened to drive up there and they said "There are the 
Rangers With Eddie Edwards,” and I walked up there because I 
knew the Justice of the Peace and Mothershead ani--- 

Q You say that man was Mothershead that said it was not 
a bailable case? 

A Yes, sir. 

a Nan he thes “rath County also? 

A T @on'’t know. 

MR. XKGQUE: Was there any assurance that any other Justice 
of the Peace would give him bail @Qny quicker than this one? 

A Oh, yes. At Point Isabel or at Brownsville they would 
give him bail right now, 

SENATOR WITT: You don't know the names of those two 
Rangera? 

A Ne, sir. 

MR. TIDVELL: Military Gistrict,- Brownsville is in a 
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Well, there is a post there. 

Don't they have a post there? 

Yes, right im the heart of the town. 

Wouldn't he be guilty ef vielating the State law 
with reference te what is known as the Zone Law passing there 
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es Well as an ordinary boetlegger? 

A Tf Gom't just recollect the wording of the statute. 

Q TIen't there also a Federal law where a man ia intro- 
@ucing whisky around a milatary post? 

A My reeollection is we had two er three statutes 
about that time, one Federal and one constitutional, one of 
whieh has been held unconstitutional since. 

EXAMINED BY MR. LACKEY; 

Q Where you saw thie man was ten miles from Brownsville? 

A He was 28 miles from Brownsville. They caught him at 
Point Isebel, I understand. 

EXAMINED BY MR. TIDWELL: 

Ie there a aquad of soldiers kept at Point Isable all the 
time? 

A Well, I think there are some soldiers kept there to 
guard the light. 

Q Will you kindly tell the committee, if you ean, why 
they were taking him to Brownsville? 

A TI say I can only express my opinion about it. 

MR. KNIGHT: Express it, I would like to know, 

A TI do mot think it was intent to do the man any bodily 
harm. They did not hurt him, 414 not offer to hurt him. They 
were het trying to hurt hin, 

CHAIRMAN BIEDSOE: De you think they were taking him away 
from there to get him away from his friends where he eould not 
waturn make bend to delay him for a few days? 

A Yes? sir, I think they were taking him away from there 
#0 he could mot be there next day at the primary, 
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MR. KHIGHT: If he had stayed there with that whisky they 
would have had a hilerious time next day, wouldn't they? 

A TI expect so. 

WR. CANALES: With regard to the charges here, with regard 
to making threats upon me: you have heard that report in 
Brownsville? 

A Yes, I heard the report. I never heard the threats. 

CHAIRMAN BIEDSOE: Threats made by some member of the 
Ranger foree against Mr. Canales? 

A tf just heard that he had been threatened, 

MR. KNIGHT: That is just the repert you saw in the paper 
im connection with this matter? 

A M¥No, sir. I heard it long before I came up here, 

MR. LACKEY: Have you heard anybody say that they heard 
the Ranger make the threat or just general rumor? 

A Just general talk. I don't know whether any Ranger 
threatened Mr. Canales or not. I mever heard one say an unkind 
word of hin. 
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DR 86 MB. LEACH, 
having previously been sworn, testified as follows: 


DIRECT EBXAMINATION 
vy General Harley; 
Q State your name, residence and oocupation? 
A 8. NN. leach; Lyra. 
Q What ia your ecoupation? 
A Physioien. 


Qf will ask you if you were present in Nolan County 
when there Was an inquest held over some man who met death 
in the jail there? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Doe you remember what his name was? 

A I think Bostick. 

Q De you know what the man wae charged with? 

A TI think mrder, possibly. 

Q Murdering who? 

A I don't really know the man's name, while I do, if I 
heard it. 

Q Was it not Judge Higgins? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Charged with murdering Judge Higgins? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q State to the Committee what your examination showed 
there with reference to the man's body: 41d you examine it? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q State what your examination showed? 

A He was hanging by a strap, evidently his belt, his 
pant's belt, to one of the iron bara of the walls of ,his cell, 
with a handkerchief stuck in his mouth, crammed down his throat. 
I believe ebther hie right or le@® hand was slightly bruised, 
was the enly evidence of external violence. 

Q What was slightly brusied? 

A The left hand, if I remember correotly was slightly 
bruised. 

Q What was yeur opinion as to the cause of his death? 

A I thought he committed suicide by hanging. 

Q Were there any Rangers thare at that time? 

A In Sweetwater? 

Q 


Yea, where this happened, that is Sweetwater? 
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A Yes, sir. 

Q Were any Rangers in town and there present at the time? 

A Tf don't think at the time of the inquest, not that I 
remember. 

Q Were any Rangers staying at the jail there that you 
know off 

A Yo, I don't know of any. 

Q You don't know whether there were any Kangers in town 
at that time, do you? 

A At that time, or not, I do not; they were in and ont 
every day. 

EXAMINED BY SENATOR PAGE. 

Q Yon say you think it was a suicide? 

A That is my opinion. 

Q You supposed he pushed that handkerchief down his throat 
to prevent himself from eryigg out? 

A I think so. 

EXAMINED BY MR. FORD. 

Q Was he in a cell? 

A Yes, sir, 

Q TI will ask you if his clothing was not in one cell and 
hho was in another and different cell from where his clothing was? 

A The dest I remember hie clothes were in the game cell 
near the door. 
The ¢e11 doors were open? 
At that time, yes, sir. 
They Were oper? 
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The eel1l door was, yes, sir. 

Q Hew about his handkerchief? Did you pull the handkerohief 
eut ef his mouth? 

a Yos, sir. 

Q Was it pretty difficult matter to get it out, or not? 


4 Not very. It was well down in his throat though. 

Q How far down do you think it was? 

A Well back to what we call the pharngx, as far back as you 
eould pash it conveniently, a portion of it. Of course it was a 
large red handkerchief, bandamna, I believe they call it. 

Q How long had the man been dead, do you have any idea? 

A Probably several hours, wore than an hour, He was stiff 
at the time, 

MR. LACKEY: Were there any other prisoners in jail with him? 

A MWe, sir. 

Q De you know whether or not he confessed to the killing 
of that Distriet Judge out there? 

A No, I don't know. I was told thet he had confessed. 

GENERAL HARLEY: ‘That was an aseséissinatfion, wasn't it? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Where the Judge was shot through the door of the hotel, 
through the window? 

A Yes, sir. 

GENERAL HARLEY: I think that is all. 

EXAMINED BY SENATOR WILLIFORD. 

Q Did you make a close investigation of it? 

A Yes; as I usually do; went over his body carefully. 

Q fhe handkerchief was rammed down his throat to the 
larnyx? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Would an examination show that he choked himself and 
then hanged himself? or that he hanged himself and choked himself 
afterwards? 

A You could not determine which the man would do first. His 
hands were not tied at all. 

Q Of course a good physician ean tell? 

4 They eould by a post mortum, yes, sir. The way the ‘Loop 
wag put on I presume he 414 not put the tongue in any of the holes 


at all; it was left so it would slip, put around one of the bare 
and brought back around so it would fasten on the inside. I pre- 
sume, possib!> he held himself by a tight position upon the 
bars of his eell until where his feet would not touch the ground 
by possibly eight or ten inches. 

CHAIRMAN BLEDSOE: What was the height of the cell wall? 

A T presume about eight feet. 

Q How high was this tied into the wall, or from the ceiling 
of the ee11? 

A He was a man possibly hardly six feet high, five feet 
tem or eleven, maybe six; I presume he was maybe a feet from the 
celing. 

Q How long was the strap from where it was tied to where 
it wae tied around his neck? 

A Pretty close up. 

Q That is indefinite. 

A The welt for an ordinary man would be thirty-three or 
four inches, and sufficient to go around an ordinary man's neck 
would be fourteen or fifteen inches of it. 

Q How much in the tie? 

A Tf reckon three or four inches, maybe. 

How far were his feet from the floor? 

I think seven or eight inches. 

You are positive his feet were entirely off of the floor? 
Yes, sir. 


Were his legs drawn up and contracted? 
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Yes, sir. 

Q If they had been straighted out would they have reached 
to the floor? 

A TI think not. 

Q Did yeu make an effort to ascertain? 

A Yes, dut not by straightening them out because it was 
elmost impossible. I don't think his feet would touoh the floor, 
don't think his feet were touching the floor, not even his toes, 


Q 


That was an ordinary cell, made with cross barg to the 


side? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Was he near the corner or near the center of one of 
those widest 

A Sear the center. 

Q What is the thiekness of those bars? 

A TI presume about half an inch. 

Q I am not speaking abont the width? 

A Tf understand; about helf an inch. 

Q How far are they apart? 

A Best I remember something like two inches. 

Q And you think now that a man five feet, ten or eleven 
inches in height,- of what approximate weight? 

A One hundéred and sixty, somthing like that. 

Q What approximate age? 

A About forty or forty-five years old; middle aged man, 

Q Of that age and weight could hold himself up om the side 


of the eell, sonstructed as that one one, with a bandana handker- 


chief 


already tucked down into hie ,arggx and have tied that 


belt eround the side of that cell oer one of thos ters of that 
cell, as that one was tied? 


A Yes, sir, I think 1t is possible. 

Q You think it was a elear case of suicide? 

A Yes, air. 

Q You don't think he had any help? 

A Wo, sir. 

MR. LACKEY: Do you know ef any migsondugt of the Rangers at 
Sweetwater? 

A MW4o, sir. 


MR. LACKEY; As far as you know they conducted themselves in 
@ proper manner? 
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Yes, air, 
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GENERAL HARIEY: Has there been any objection on the part 
of the law abiding citizens out there to the Rangers being 
there, Dootor? 

A Well, the law-abiding eltisens,-~ 

Q Yes? 

A Of course, they are law-abiding ,--some of them have 
to be. I have heard some talk, not with the best eless of 
citizenship, however, 

GENERAL HARLEY; I think that is all. 

BXAMINED BY CHAIRMAN BLEDSOE. 

On the point of citizenship, how would you class Warren 

Beall? 


oe 


First elase, all right. 

How would you clase Henry Beall? 

I don't like to classify people. 

How is Louis Dowthit? 

Good, 

How is Bryan, the Justice of the Peace? 

(All right. 

How is your present sheriff? 

All right. 

Did you ever hear any eriticiam of the Kanger foree 
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in that county from either of those men? 

A No, sir, 

Q Who have you heard it from? 

A fT éon't remember of having heard it definitely. It is 
more street talk than anything else. 

Q You said thet criticism of it had come,- intimated 
it eame from those who had to be made law-abiding. 

A My first recolleotion of the matter, the F.LeP.A, 
when they were first uprooted there, and that caused a: good 
deal of excitement among them and e good deal of talk, 

Q That was long prior te the Bostick trouble, and the 


Bost#ek trouble and assassination of Judge Higgins had no con- 
nection with the F. Le Pe Ae? 

A Wo, sir. 

Q The eriticiem of the Ranger force and the arrest and 
supposed,- we will say the death of Bostick in that jail had no 
conneetion on earth with the F. L. P. A. trouble did 1t? 

A Except possibly from a political standpoint; a matter 
of polities, in my opinion, is where the whole thing hinges, 

Q Don't you know the whole thing between Cullen Higgins 
ané Bostick was about Gullen Higgins had prosecuted Bostick'’s and 
another boy there who at this time is charged with murder for 
waardering this other boy's father? 

A TI have been told so. 

Q And there was absolutely no politics in that, was there? 

A I don't mean politics in that respect. It was politios 
fin one favoring the Rangers and others against the Rangere for 
having comnitted--- 

Q As far as the term politios is concerned, there was 
absolutely no loeal politics mixed up in that trouble? 

A ‘The accusations I have been told made on the Rangers 
were the result of political conditions, in my opinion. 

Q This assassination of Cullen Higgins never occurred in 
a hundred miles of Sweetwater? 


A Ho, sir. 
Q He never had lived at Sweetwater? 
A No, sir. 


Q Bostick never had lived there? A. No, sir, 
Q It had absolutely no connection with looal condition 
existing in Nolan County, 414 it? 
A Uo, I think not. 
EXAMINED BY GENERAL HARLEY, 
Q They did not charge them with mistreating this prisoner 


re 


Fhe jaar until after this F. L. P. A. trouble, and then they began. 


to make it a political issue, did they not? 

A It was a political issue from the beginning because 
there was one faction seemed to have been apperated by the 
element whe before they were known to telong to this society 
were friemis personally and by relationship as well, and of 
eourse that begen the dissention and it was continued throughout 
the year and is existing yet, and there is where the accusation 
came that possibly the Rangers had hung this man and then it was 
cla 1G as — by Ome man. 

Q og aia you hear that the Rangers had some oonneotion 
with the death of Bostick within twenty-four hours after it ocour- 
rea? 

A Wo, sir. 

Q Don't you know it was a matter of street talk? 

A Not that soon after; possibly in three or four days. 

Q Don't you know it was a matter investigated at the in- 
quest at which you were a witness? 

A ¥YNot at the time. I only helped hold the inquest. I don't 
know anything about it for I was very busy and in and out a great 
Geal of the time. 

Q You and Tom Barnes are pretty good friends? 

Yes, sir. 

He is a pretty good citisen? 

Yes, sir. 

Has he always been a law-abiding man, as far as you know? 
Yes, sire 


He has been Sheriff of that County? 


-. © - © FP 6 & 


Yes, sir. 
Q Didn't you denounce the action of the Rangers in putting 
PO Barnes in jail? 
A TI did. 
i And told me that it was an outrage? A. Yes, sir. 
oe % 
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~. Haven't ycu heard lots cof gcod citizens in that town 
--as gcocd men as there is in that county, und men who believe 
in a higher class cf law and crder, md like Judge Hamner, dencunce 
these Rangers? 

A 1 felt very mortified of the fact thet they would put 
him in jail until after I fcund cut thot he would connect himself 
with this society; that lowered my opinion of Mr. Barnes, 

Q You personally knew several of those fellows? 

Yes, sir. 


A 
Q Wasn't there several of those fellows pretty good men? 
A Had been good citizens, as far as we knew. 

¢ 


Had either of them ever been considered criminal in that 


A dw4o, sir. 

Q Waen't every one of them without exception turned loose 
without any complaint ever being filed against them or any warrant. 
ever issued, as far as you know, for them? They were just released 
weren't they? 

& Yes; as to whether or not they should have been I don't 
know. 

& You don't know of any reason why they should have been 
held, do you? 

& It was always my opinion they should have been. Any society 
or anything else that gets up against the government of the United 
States as that wus should--- 

@ Bon"t you know at this time that the U.S. Grand Jury at 
Daligs thoroughly investigated those fellows and exonerated them 
without finding an indictment against a single man? 

& Evidently they should have. 

& Don’t you think they aia? 

& { hope so. 

+ You heard that they did, didn't you? Haven't you heard 
of other instances where these Bangers have exceeded their author- 
ity in the town? 
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I have heard a great many things but I don't know. 


Q You have heard a good deal of complaint there, haven't 
you? 

A TI have every where-—— 

Q J. H. R. Leggo is a pretty good man? 

A Yes, sir. 


Q WwW. M. Bright ia a pretty good man, J. A. J. Bradford 
is a pretty good oitizens? 

A ‘Yes, sir. 

Q Willis Barbee is a pretty good man? A. Yes, sir. 

Q ‘The present sheriff, Mr. Bledsoe asked you about him,- 
all those men stand for law and order, don't they? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q They always had that reputation in that town; You have 
been there a good long time? 

A Yes, sir, 

Q How long have you been in that county? 

A Twenty years. 

Q@ You have known practically all those men you have named 
ever since you have been there, haven't you? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Haven't they always stood for law and order? 

A Yes, sir. 

EXAMINED BY MR. TIDWELL. 

You spoke about that man having died in jail at Sweet- 
water: Did you examine the body? 
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A Yes, sir. 

Q Strip his body? A. Yes, sir. 

Q Were there any abrasions on his body? 

A Hone except a little on the hand, just the prints of the 


Q When a personz dies ciroulation stops and a rope or 


string er belt around the neck will make an indenture in the 
flesh that does not respond after its removal? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Ie that what you found? 

A Yea, sir, 

Q Was that handkerchief in his throat pushed so far down 
that it went into what is kmown as the thorax, below the larnyx? 

A Wo, sir. 

Q What was your opinion whether he put €$ fn his mouth 
before he put the strap eround hie meok or before he fell er 
after he fell? 

A That would only be a matter of opinion; in my opinion 

gimply climbed up backwards high enough up this ell to get 
the strap around him and tie the strap, the loop being sufficient 
to go over him, accounting for the distance, from the distance 
it was tied to where it went down over his neck, and before he 
got that far he crammed the handkerchief in his mouth; that is 
the only solution I could give. 

Q Wheat season of the year was it? 

A I think early in the Spring. 

Q Was the weather cold enough that the body would 
gradually coool in a short time? A. Yés, sir. 

Q Do you remember about what the temperature was? 

A It was along in March. I don't know what the temper- 
ature was at that time. 

Q Did you hear any éestimony taken during the examining 
trial? 

A Yes; there wasn't very much to it. There were more at 
the jail than at the court house. 

Q Did the Justice of the Peace examine the body? 

A Yes, sir. 


Q Was there any testimony addused at that trial? 


CG. 
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A Yes, just a meiteration of what had been said in the 
jail while we were examining the body. The evidence was solleoted 
and formulated by the county attorney. 

Q Was it developed at that trial that he had threatened 
to eoumit suicide? 

A Wo, sir. 

Q It was e matter of speculation as to how he did come 
to his death? 

A Yes; absolutely. 

MR. LACKEY: What was the date of his death? 

A tast Spring, 19156. 

SENATOR PAGE: You say he backed up to the wall? 
Evidently. 

His back was to the wall when he was found? 


Yes, sir. 
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And thet was a suloide,- all right. 
MR. TIDWELL: Did he have his shoes on or was he barefooted? 
A 1 think he was barefooted; almost stripped, I think. 


Re KP eK OH HH Be SH HH 


(At this time, the Comittee recessed to re-convene 
at ten o'clock A. M., Wednesday, February 5th.) 
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WEDNESDAY, February 5, 1919. 

fhe Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Represent- 
atives appointed to investigate the conduct of the Ranger Force 
and the causes and sourees of complaint, reconvened at ten o'clock, 
A. Mo, in the Railroad Commission Hearing Roem. 

Presiding, Hon. W. H. Bledsoe, Chairman; Senator Page, 
Senator Williford, Hon, W. M. Tidwell, Hon. Dan S. MoMillin 
and Hon. 8. C. Lackey, present. 

CHAIRMAN BLEDSOE: The Comaittee will oome to order. 

SENATOR WILLIFORD: In view of the fact, in fairness to 
all parties, I think the attorneys for all parties examining 
the witnesses should be held strictly to the rules of evidence 
prevailing in district courts, else we will have a gunbersome 
reeoré and the Committee will be here a week, 

THE CHAIRMAN: We will say this then: We will ask that 
all parties interested take notice, that in so far as evidence 
relating to particular facts and charges made is concerned the 
rules of evidence will be followed just as closely as possible; 
that counsel for either side shall finish his examination and 
then, unless some special reason arises, he will have sonoluded 
his part of the examination, unless it is for a legitimate oross- 
examination after the cross-examination of counsel for the oppos- 
ite side, In so far as evidence relating to general conditions 
ia a certein community, it may be necessary to relax, but this 
reoord is getting to where it is going to be cumbersome unless 
the rules are adhered to as adopted by this Committee. 


MRS, VIRGINIA YEAGER, 
having previously been duly sworn, testified as follows 
before the Comittee: 
DIRECT EXAHINATIONRN 
by Mr. Ganales, 
Q, State your name? A. Mrs. Virginia Yeager. 
3O1 


Whara aw you Livel 

1 live Fight ob Han Vinge, 

What souaty? 

haves Gauabys 

Haw Leng Haye you powlded $a Tuvel Qauahyt 

A I dew't kaaw, | have mada ty pooh OF Fdne bw Havel 
Gonaty fav several yeure, far five ae wie yauva, bat park af the 
time J havea Lived eight at Vha edge af luvel Gaunty: 

@ Whava @1A you gums Fram hevare you same Ha thad parh 
of the aguaty! 

A My hewe Wee felovade Beringa, Gaba, 

@ Pe yau Famember Weltdig om thin Lethe. da that the 
Lotter? (Mtwean ie bhawn & paper: ) 

4 Why, vee; that te my debtor, 

Q he yeu Fenaahey the taaddant you mankianed thave wi kh 
VOgAPA FO AFURKORARMN and AinavANELY aaHdnah BF Bone Hanpere 
atatianed at oy neay Han Hlena’ 

A 1 abd you that they gana thave, 

Q WH) yan phanse Palate ta tha Ganmivtaw Juat Whek you 
know about thf 

A oT ALA Hat Gapenk Ve Bake H padnk af thats 2 aba wanmab 
ta Make & point that thay had haw Father Hely toward to huh tab 
a8 that Winma, 

@ We will gat ta that, piewhe, You haaw the Feeeh nheege 
we hava oul thore du With Fegned fo the fagh thah Whe Hangar 
had been Aeunk there aud Glaorderly: Have you Henn nay @f the 
Bangera drunk? 

A} think } haves He wae alther drunk oy gonpbhing alan 
Woe the Mabior, T wae Ln 6 BOFRGO RHA Battin Meme LENhie thing 
Find On Wy Gay nnd the bey Whe Waa fislag tb, he aabded him ta 
ane Gide and pub hie plotal gm Riu, heve,= he tavahed hin wheyt 
BANAL To gaw the Hark When 46 Wan Fenoved, nnd weld, "You ga gob 
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Where 40 you live? 

I live right at Yan Diego. 

What county? 

Duval County. 

How long have you resided in Duval County? 
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X don't know. I have made my post office in Duval 
County for several years, for five or six years, but part of the 
time I have lived right at the edge of Duval County. 

Q Where did you come from before you came to that part 
of the county? 

A My home was Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Q Do you remember writing me this letter,- is that the 
letter? (Witness is shown a paper.) 

A Why, yes; that is my letter. 

Q Do you remember the incident you mentioned there with 
regarfi to drunkenness and disorderly conduct of some Rangers 
stationed at or near San Diego? 

A I %01d you that they oame there. 

Q Will you please relate to the Committee juet what you 
know about it? 

A TI 414 not expect to make a point of that. I did expeot 
to make a point that they had been rather ugly toward me but not 
at that time. 

Q We will get to that, please, You know the firet charge 
we have out there is with regard to the fact that the Hangers 
had been drunk there and disorderly. Have you seen any of the 
Rangers drunk? 

A J think I have. He was either drunk or something else 
was the matter. I was in a garege and getting some little thing 
fixed on my car and the boy who was fixing it, he called him to 
One side and put hia pistol on him, here,- he touched his shirt 
watil I saw the mark when it was removed, and seid, "You go get 


my car and fix it or I will whip you" or "shoot you", I believe 
he eald, “like a tied dog,” and then he said, "I will get your 
ear." He says, "Where is it?" He says, "It is twenty miles out 
but you must fix that car." "I will do so,” he said, and he 
pulled the pistol down and said, I don't know what he said, but 
the Ranger turned around and winked at me. I had never seen him 
before but he was a Hanger. 

Q How do you know he was a Ranger? 

A SBeoause this man said he was a Ranger and this boy 
that was fixing my car said he was a Kanger. 

MR, KNIGHT; Gentlemen, I don't think under the rules of 
evidence this is admissible, 

The ebjection was overruled by the Chairman. 

A (Continued.) And he had this arm, and he was with a man 
in uniform and they were taking this uniformed man somewhere in 
this car and it had been fixed there and it had broken down twenty 
miles out, and they wanted it fixed again, wanted him to go after 
it. 

Q How was he dressed? Had he any guns around him? 

A Yee, he had guns, and he had a gun in his hand and the 
peint of it was sh this boy's shirt. I saw it. He had on a white 
shirt. 

What sort of hat 414 he have on? 

He hed on one of those hats they weer. 

Well? 

Well, I think they call them John 3. Stetsoas. 
Broad brimmed hat? <A. Yes. sir. 
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Q You mentioned the fact that there were two shootings 
$ook place at San Diego. From general report there will you please 
tell the Committee what you know about it? 

A Iwas in the house of a neighbor that had a sick child 
and I heard some shooting and in a few minutes a boy came to this 
fnouse and asked if the man who had the keys to the jail was in 
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the house, that the Rangers were shooting people and they had 
or were going to arrest them and they wanted to take--~~- 

GENERAL HARLEY: Just a minute. If we are going to adhere 
to the rules of evidence? 

A Gentlemen, that is what ZI know about it. 

GENERAL HARLEY: It is merely hearsay, the statement she is 
making. If we are going to adhere to the rules of evidence sug- 
gested by the Committee this morning I suggest we will begin now 
and insist on a knowledge of the facts and not what somebody sald. 

A It is a fact. It was brought in court. 

CHAIRMAN BLEDSOE: Just wait, Mrs. feager. My construction 
would be if it was a matter that was occuring there right at the 
time of the shooting and the matter in connection with the shoot- 
ing it is clearly admissible. I would like the ruling of the Com- 
mittee if I am wrong, but I think under the holdings of our Court 
of Criminal Appeals recently in a number of cases,- I reg@all one 
especially, from San Angelo where a similar issue was raised. 

GENERAL HARLEY: I believe they first have to establish the 
fact that they were Rangers and the act was committed before she 
would be enabled to atate that somebody had told her these things 
and I do not think you could establish the fact by hearsay testi- 
mony first and then prove res gestae afterwards, 

THE WITNESS: They were arrested. 

THE CHAIRMAN: If the identification is not complete we will 
éontrol that. 

MR. CANALES: Q. Complaints were made and they were sought to 
be arrested? 

A Excuse me. 

MR. KNIGHT: Just a minute. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Just wait ea minute. bet one talk at a time. 

MR. KNIGHT: I didn't exactly understand the ruling of the 
Committee. 


THE CHAIRMAN; The ruling of the Committee is if this was a 


circumstance occurring and remarks made by some person in connect~- 
fon with the shooting at or immediately follewing the shooting 

and immediately preeeding the arrest of those parties or the 
attempted arrest of them and the identification of them as Rangers 
fe shown it will be admissible. You understand the difficulty of 
making all of your proof at one time, and I said we would sontrol 
4t in the event the idantification was not complete. 

MR. KNIGHT: I understand the rule I have in mind, that is 
remarks of bystanders at the soene of the shooting would be regs 
gestae but I understand this lady was at the home of a friend with 
ea sick child and somebody came in and asked if the custodian of the 
key of the baestile was there and if so they wanted it because 
somebody was shooting up the town. That might have been ten miles 
away or fourteen hours before. 

THUR CHAIRMAN; The lady has just testified that 1t was im- 
mediately following the shooting that she heard there in that im- 
mediate neighborhood. 

THE WITNESS: Thies was the boy that had been invited to the 
dance where they shot. 

SENATOR WILLIFORD: I think the Chairman is correct, if 
they eonnect it up. 

A He was seeking the jailer who had the keys. This was 
the boy who had been invited to a dance, as I understood it, 

THE CHAIRMAN: Don't go into any matters further than that 
that you don't know of personally. 

A He told me that. 

THE CHAIRMAN: We don't want what he told you. 

MR. CANALES: Q When was that? 

A TI don't knor. 

Q What month? 

A TI don't know. I¢ was this Winter; it wes before Christ- 
mas. 


Q hen it was during the month of December? 


A Iccannot say that. It is on record, 

Q And that was one time; have you heard of any other time, 
of some occurrance taking place in san Diego? 

A I heard = is hearing it - tne man that had been run and shot 
at told me - 

Q Wo; I want to find out whether you heard the shots? 

A I heard the shots and the man wno was shot at told me that 
they were shooting at him, 

Q with regard to the conduct of these Kangers toward you 
personally, with regard to the conduct of the xangers toward 
you personally, as to any misconduct or any mistreatment, 
please it to tne Committee now, 

Mr, Knight: 1 don't know - we are thoroughly in accord 

with the Committee's idea of abreviating this record and 

this brings up the question of tne source of the prolixity - 

there is no specific allegation of any discourtesy shown 

on the part of the lady by a member of this force, 

THE CHAIRMAN: ‘hey have general charges of lawlessness 

and lawless conduct on the part of the Hangers toward the 

citizen-ship in a number of those tomms. I do not know 

whether names are mentioned specifically or not, 

MR KNIGHT: It is not in this instance, ‘the incident mentioned 

is the ehétinglot a town on the 16th day of November 1918, 

THE CHAIRMAN; But there is the date showing they are guilty of 

misconduct - 

WR. KNIGHT: But those are generalities. I dont know how far 

the Committee contemplates indulging counsel in that vaporous 

realm, I dont want to nag the Committee or make objections 

from the standpoint of the daw or predeliction of the court. 

SENATOR PAGE: My opinion is if any outrage toward a citizen of 

Texas, especially a lady, can be shown tnis Committee ought to 

hear it, we ought to relax the rnles to that extent. I move 
OOF that the Comittee relax the rules and hear the evidence, 


MR. KNIGHT: I agree with you on that, in thi: particular 
case that is all right. 

THE WITNESS: Well what must I do? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Go ahead and answer the question that was 
propounded to you by Mr. Caneles. 

A I dont remember it. 

MR. Canales: I asked you to go ahead now and tell the conduct, 
what, if any conduct toward you personally, or any mistreatment 
of any Kanger to you has taken place? 

A There have been the several occasions - 

Q Ge ahead and tell who as far as gau know has made that misconduct 
or that mistreatment, 

A Well there was a dispute about some of my water; the man that 
leased it and had not paid me and | closed the gates and it was 
a civil case and I thought they had no business there, but the 
Rangers came into my home and I was alone, and they came with this 
man who was a Sheriff of another county, and tney were there and 
frightened me and one of them came and told me that I would be -- 
he said he was a Ranger — that J] would be always mistreated if | 
did not do what this man said for me to do, that was to give him 
my water — tne only bit of water for about forty miles around, I 
was to give him that or just cive it up. 

Q What was that man's name? 

A It has deen in court. 

Q What is his name? 

A Oscar Thompson, tne sheriff of Hebbronville. And the Rangers 
were in tne house, we were having -- 

Q what was the xanger's name? 

A dis name that stood in the door was Pat Gleghead or Clegnorn, 
or something like that. 

GENERAL HARLEY: Craighead is the present sheriff of that 
County. 

MR. CANALRS: He was a Kanger at that time, 

A And this other man said, it is your water, it fell on your 


30s 


306 
land but I ao going to have it and it is your or my -~ (witness 
illustrated her answer by drawing her index tinger across her 
throat) -- that way, and the Hanger did not offer any proteotiog 
for me or anything, but | reported it to the Governor and the 
Governor sent Captain Fox and some two others whom | did not know 
to my house. 
Q Captain who? 
& Foxg he was a Ranger, 
Q Now as regard to any other mistreatment of you by any member 
of tne present Kanger force? 
A I believe that thepe are some of those still in the Hanger 
force, I see them still with guns on them, though I dont know, 
bo you know their nanes? 
I have never inquired their names, 
Do you know Captain Sanders? 
I know hia, 
Has he done anything to you? 
Yes he has done something to me, 
Gq ahead and tell the Committee what he has done. 
It is a long story. 
dust talk to the Committee and not to me, 
I thought he was asking me. 
CHAIHMAN: He is asking the nestions and we are hearing the 
evidence. 
A YBExeuse me, 

THE CHAIMMAN: That is all right go ahead and we will hear it, 
A Well they had a, I thought they were -— well if you will just 
ask me a question I oan tell more about it. 

MR. CANALES: Q I say do you know Captain Sanders, and if you 
do what has he done to you? 
A He has told me that he had a boy arrested. I had been asked 
by the young man's mother, he is not a boy, but he is a young um, 
aii he asked me as I pessed his place, he was working on the 
county roads, to go with hie mother in the morning and ask the 
Board, the logal board, what they would do with him -- he had been 
exenined Friday and it was Sunday afternoon and he wanted to know 
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what they were going to do with him, if he was to be sent immediately 
or if he was to be permitted to finish his work og this road, it 
was contract work, ahd she did not speak English, and their ranches 
were near mine, and the local boards did not give them very much 
eneebragenent about answering questions and would I ask, and J did 
go to the local board and I asked — no I did not — I went to the 
Court house and I asked the sheriff, Mr. Tobin if he could tell 
me and he said yes, they are looking for him now, the Rangers ere 
out after him, go to him and tell him -- if you use your car -- 
and tell him that to go on te MoGaskey and take the train there 
and he can still get into the camp before the others get there, 
that they had gone this other way at 3:00 o'clock that morning, and 
he had not been notified so he did not know it, is what he teld 
Mee He said go <— 
CHAIRMAN: Bring it down to your connection with Captain 
Sanders. 
A That ds what I wanted te do; that has connection with Captain 
Sanders. 
THE CHAIRMAN: But you are relating so much, 
A Exeuse me, Tell me when I am wrong, 
THE CHAIRMAN: Tell your conversations, if any, with Captain 
Senders. 
A Well I went back, went to his mother, she did not have her 
car and we went in mine to find him and when we got there I 
told him what this man said. This Captain Sanders and his men 
came out of the brush close to the house — he came out of the 
brush with his men and tney came to this house and they talked — 
his men, they all came and | told Captain Sanders that the Judge 
hed said to me, who was on the local board, I saw him, and what he 
had said to me to tell this bey to ceme back into town, that they 
were not in their rights to arrest him, because he had only -- 
he still had seven days-- and Captain Sanders said All right, 
and said, just teke him on, just go on ahead, and he said I dont 
oUY know what Captain Sanders said to ne but it was something that 
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made me think that he wanted us to hurry. I thought he said 
something about a train or something, at any rate my son drives 
for me, he drives very fast, faster than | wish to go, but I 
will tell you it is a Ferd and does not go so very fast and they 
were along in their Ford — it was a Ford at that time -— and 
they followed us. Captain Sanders was polite to me then and 
these two men that he had with him. or three men that he had 
with him were speaking Spanish to this young man, and 1} said 
“he speak English as well as you do," because they were -~ his 
mother and sister and all the family were there too -~- so he got 
in the car with me, he was sitting by my song and I was sitting 
by his mother in the bas}. and Captain Sanders or Saunders, I never 
knew which, said go on and we went on end we came, I dont know 
how far, but the road was being made, aid it was impossible to get 
out of that road, there was no get out of it and there was no way 
to get out of thet road because you had te stay in it, with an 
autanebile yeu could not get out, so we weft on as far as we could 
and there was one place at a bridge where they conld turn around 
before ‘us and I think it was four or five miles from that place 
they came in front of us very quickly and two got out and they 
ceme to our car and they jumped out and they ran to my car and they 
had two pistols, like this (illustrating) to me and they said, 
"Welwill.not take any chances on any woman," and they used language 
before my son that was most humiliating to me, 
THE CHAIRMAN: Go ahead now, no matter how much you dislike 
te 40 so, use the language, 
A Well it was like dams and things like that, so I said, 
“What do you mean,""what is this for anyway?" and they had, two of 
them, two most dreeiful looking men, they were young men though, 
they did not open the door of the ear but they took his wrists 
and jerked him over on his heed, and Captain Sanfers said, "I will 
take charge of him, " and I said "What is this for anyway, what 
are you doing this for? And he did not, he said you are driving 
too fast, and I said "Not faster than you, you told me to drive 
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fast," and one of those others said "We are not going to take 
any chances with you.” So we went on, then 1 went on to 

San Diego, and they took this boy and put him in their car and 
we went en and when we got to San Diego I told the Judge what 
he hed said, and he said, "The Hangers are not in their rights 
te do it," 

9 You need not tell what the Judge said, 

A But he was a member of the local board, 

Q That doegn't make any difference, 

A- All right. When the Kangers did cane in -- is that not right 
there? 

Q Yea, anything that the Rangers said or did? 

A Well I said to hin, I have to say this to you, that I 
said to the Judge, I said to him, he was the local board, I said 
"You told me to tell the Rangers what you told me" is that. not 
right? 

Q If they were present. 

A Yes, they were present, "Tell them what you told me.” 

He says, “Well I told you and I told them that it was not right bet 
theg can do ag they please,” and I said "It is spite," and Sanders 
said, “We are used to women's cutting up and we aint afraid of 
her,” and I said to him, "Will you let me speak to a doctor?” 

and he said, "We dont take orders from nobody But Doctor Wilson," 
and that was not the President, that was a member of the donal 
beard who was using these Rangers for personal spite against me, 
and he told me that he was going to run all the Mexicans out of 
that Country and they were going so fast tk could not get our 
erops gathered. 

Q That is all. 


EXAMINE BY MR. KNIGHT: 


Q Mrs Yeager, you say that Mr. Oscar Thompson desired to 
consume some of your water and the Rangers were with hia, 

A It was the cattle that wanted the water. 

Q I understand; the angers were with hin, is that correat? 

& Yes, that is correct, 

Q Well that is fine. Now Oscar thompson was the local 
authority there was he not? 

A No tir. 

Q Was he Sheriff? 

A Wo sit. 

Q Wheat was he? 

A He was Sneriff of Hebbronville, Jin Hogg County, or Jim 
Something County. 

Q He was a local mthority? 

A Wo he wag just a Sheriff in his own county and he was not 
in his own county, 

Q I.thought you said you were not advised about those things? 
We have a better understanding. 

A You may be sure that | am advised, 

Q Well was the sheriff of an adjoining county? 

4 Yes but not in thet County, he was not in his own county 
onda Ranger has no business in a civil case. 

Q He had a ranch in your county? 

A He did not, He had leased my land and anther man's -- 

Re Did he have a lease with you and sub-let it to some other 
man? 

A Yes no. de leased with me entirely and leased it 
to another man as if it were his own. 

Q ‘the enly point 1 cage for is that Mr, Oscar Thaapson lived 
in that Gounty or some adjoining county, he was e well known 
individual there and had a lecel habitat didn't he? 
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A Yes I guess so; I didn't know him very well, but that 
doesn't make him e sheriff of the other county. 

Q I waderstand that. fhe nenger Force co-operated with 
the sheriffs in those Guntiées dom there? 

A They are vot permitted to go into other counties with 
two different sheriffs. 

Q I really am not advised, I want argue with you, 

A Iwill tell yon, 

Q Is that a statute or is that the rules there? 

A They are not permitted to go into other geuktées without ty 

they go ~ with the sheriff of that county. 

Q I am seeking informations I, that a statute or is that 
the rules of the business? 

A The Kangers have no rules, they have no law. hey are the 
law unto themselves, so one of them told me, and that certainly 
must be true from the way they ast. They are wader the law of 
no country nor military law either, and they are certainly not 
under the eivil law. 

1 Ag I anderstand you, Mr. Oscar Thompson did the talking 
on that occasion except the xanger said he probably ought to have 
a little water, is that what the Keanger said on that occasion? 

A Tell me again what you said? 


9 It was Mr. Thompson's cattle wasn't it? 

A Wo sir. 

Q Is he the mam that wanted the water? 

A Yes sir. 

Q Did he have the eattle in his custody? 

A No sir. 

Q Who did? 

A Aman named finberlake or something else, I have forgotten. 


q- Where were they on this occasion? 
A me of thom was sitting on the couch and the other was 
away sone where else, in ay parler? 
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A And Oscar Thompson and two gentlemen you thought were 
Rangers? You didn't know they were Rangers? 

A Yes, sir, 

Q What were their names? 

A Pat Craighead was one of them. I didn't bother about 
the rest. 

Q What was his name, Pat What? 

A (Qraighead. 

Q Is he on the force now? 

A 1 think so. He still wears a gun, 

Q Does every man on the border who wears a gun belong to 
the Ranger force? 

A hey should be. They are violating the law if they are 
not, If they are an officer out of their county. 

Q Did you testify that Mr. Pat Craighead is still on the 
force? 

A Mey I ask you a question? 

wR, TIDWELL: I think she has answered the question, 

THE GHAIRMAN: I think the lady has stated that in her judg- 

mont or her best information he was still on the force. 

MR. KREGHT: <All right. Your judgment regarding other 
members of the. force to whom you have referred is of the same 
quality as your. judgment regarding Mr. Craighead'’s being a. Ranger 
still, is it? 

A Oh. no. If you mean do I think there are no gentlemen 
~-there are some gentlemen. Mr. Newman was a gentleman, and Mr,---— 

Q All right. wWhen did this all happen? 

& tI:den't know, They didn’t ask me when it happened. They 
Just asked me did it happen. Shall I answer the question? 

HY CHAIRMAN: Yes, answer any question that he asks, 

Q When did it happen? 

A I$ happened in July,--if I tell you I will be telling 
you what I don't know, I don't remember except that it was in 
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July. 

Q It wae not last July? 

A No, it wasn't last July, nor the July before that nor 
the July before that, 

Q Gan you tell me whether it was July preceding? 

A No, it was not, nor the July preceding nor the July 
preceding. 

Q It was not? 

A It was the July preceding. That would make it about 
four years. 

Q about four years? 

A Probably,- I am not sure. I am not saying that positive- 
ly. It is on recoré and you ean find it. 

Q fhe Governor you wrote to was Governor Berguson? 

A The first Governor I wrote to was probably Governor 
Ferguson--Governor Culauitt probably. 

Q And the next one was Governor Ferguson? 

A Yes, you are right, and the last time I wrote to the 
State I dia not write to the Governor, I wrote to the Adjutant 
General. 

Q When wes that, Mrs. Yeager? 

A The last time I wrote to the Adjutant General was when 
the Rangers arrested me on the road and it was in Votober, I 
think, last year. 

Q You wrote then to the present administration regarding 
that? 

A I d2&. I don't know, No, I didn't. The present adminis- 
tration has just come in. That was the one before. 

Q But in October, last year,- the present administration 
waa in? 

A Oh, no, it wasn't. We have had an election sinse that 
time. 


Waen't Governor Hobby ,-- 
A ‘Yes, Governor Hobby was-- 


Q And General Harley was Adjutant General too, was he 


not? 

A TI don't know, 

Q Did you get any reply to that lettter? 

A Tf ata. 

Q Have you it? 

A Govenor' Hobby's replg@es have always been very court- 
e0Us. 

Q The Adjutant. General’s reply? 

A His reply was courteous to me. That they would inves- 
tigate it. 


Q What are the conditions down there with reference 
te lawlessness and vielation of the statutes relating to the law 
of slackers and thinca? 

A Do you want me to answer that? 

THE CHAIRMAN: As far as you know. 

A It ie just like this: The Mexicans left that country 
by thousands, not because they were afraid to go to war, they 
wanted to but they were afraid of the Rangers; that is the truth. 

Q Were they afraid of anything else? 

A. They were not afraid of anything else. 

Q Exactly, There 1s a great army of refugees just across 
the river there @gum..amxious to get back, is there not? 

A How do I know? 

Q You seem to he pretty well posted. 


SHE CHAIRMAN; Only answer those questions that you knor. 
A How could I answer that without--- 

THE CHAIRMAN: If you don't imow tell him you don't know. 
A What does he mean, anyway? 
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THE CHAIRMAN: If he aske you matters that you do not have 
personal knowledge of just tell him so, 

4A Thank you. I don't know. Let me tell you one thing 
I know; I know some boys who went into Mexico and wanted to come 
back and I have written te the Department of Justice because 
their sister asked me to, eould they eome back and under what 
conditions? 

MR. KNIGHT: Slackers, were they? 

A I don't know whether they were slackers or not. 

Q What is your best epinion about it? 

A TI have none. 

Q You interceded without knowing the quality or gravity 
of the effense? 

A YI told the Department. of Justice what their sister told 
me about the boys. She did not write English and I did. 

Q Is it not a fact, you say that practically all the 
Mexicans went across? 

A So, I 414 not say that. I said many went, 

Q What percentage of them? What do you mean by many? Give 
the Gommittee an idea again. I got the idea that the Rangers ran 
practically ell of them out. Tell the Committee how many you 
think are away from down there? 

A Some one told me that twenty thousand left the border 
country but that is all I know about it and I don't think hear- 
sey is admissible. 

How many of them were you acquainted with? 
I don't know, 
A great many of them were wealthy, were they not? 


They were not. 
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Are you sure of that? <A. Yes, sir. 
Q Iwill asx you to state, if you in any way concerned or 
interested yourself in aiding, abetting or assisting any of those 


Mexicens slackers down there? 

A Now what does he mean? Am TI to tell him that I am a 
Slecker, that I have been trying te be a slacker or what? I was 
an associate member of the local advisory board and I helped to 
make out the questionnaires and f tried to get those boys to go 
and told them they would enjoy it, that the army was not like the 
Rangers, that they would be better men for going, and I sent many 
willingly who did not really care very much about going, for they 
hed seen their friends arrested and run off. 

Q Iwill ask you if you have assisted, aided or abetted 
any slacker to avoid the law and get across the Rio Grande? 

A OGOertainly not. 

Q Xnowingly? <A, Certainly not, 

Q Twill ask you to state if this young man you spoke of 
that was in the car with you &hé day Captain Sanders stopped you 
on the highway, if he was. not a deserter? 

A He was not a deserter. He was a voluntegr. He volun- 
teered,- a company of Spanish speaking Mmorican young men, to 
General Pershing, and it was accepted, as you will find on the 
records. of the War Department, and just after that at the same 
time that Colonel Roosevelt was raising a company this happened, 
and soon after that, those volunteers were not accepted any 
more-and the boards, the boards passed on it. 

Q You tell the Committee now that the young man wes not 
being sought by the exemption board and the authorities for 
being a deserter or failing to report for enlistment at the 
time he was ordered? 

A He was not, 

What was he going down there for? 

Going where? 

What did you take him to the board” for? 
Did { take him to the border? 
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Q Dida't you say you went down to adk the board what 
the Xangers had a right to do? 

THE CHAIRMAN: I think you misunderstood, Judge Knight. 
He said what was he being taken to the board for? 

A TI thought he said the border, 

MRe KNIGHT: Ho, no,- the board? 

A It wae not because he was a deserter; {t was not 
because he was evading anything, beoause he had not received any 
card. He was examined om Friday and this was Monday morning, He 
had mot reeeived anything. I was simply taking him because a 
member of the board told me to bring him there, 

Q What was the name of the member of that board, Madam? 

A The member of the board who told me that had no 
authority on the beard. The memher's name was Judge Clarkaon, 
but the Rangers told me that they did not take orders from him 
at all or from anybody exeept Wileon,- I mean Dr. Wilson. 

Q@ Do you know Judge MoCampbell? 

A Judge MoCagpbell is a man from Alice, Texas, and he 
was ea lawyer and this family that this young man was in, and Tf 
went en to Alice to take this boy's mother, following the Rang- 
ers to ask Juige MoCampbell to do what he could for him. the 
mother believed he would be killed, and I met Judge MaCampbell 
then. I don’t say I know Judge MoCampbell now, I don't think I 
wonld know him but I know who he is reputation but I am not sure 
I would recognise him. 

Q Did you assist a young man in California that was 
evading the conseription? 

A I 444 not. How did I aenieat him? Yes, I did assist 
@ young man in California. TI hed a letter from the looal board 
from this same Judge Clarkson, who was my attorney, and he said 
to we, "Tf you see this young man tell him to come back on the 
first--" that wes only three days more,- a0 I went with this 


young man, I hadn't seen him, that was the notice he got, T hadn't 
seen him but I accidentally saw him. He came to the same town 
I was to meet some of his friends and I accidentally saw him 
and told him about this. He said "I must go at once." He says, 
"I have me time to go, I eannot get there because it takes so many 
days,” I says, "Yes, we will go to the local board and I will 
identify you there, I will identi yoa at the local board and 
the local board there sent him on to Galifornia. They seid, “I 
wish IT hed your chance, young man, as a Blacker, T wish there 
were more men like you thet have the patriotiem you are showing." 
I says, “If you think that give him a letter like that and let 
him take it. because he is very much concerned.” He said "All 
right, we will do se,” and they 44d write him a letter of recon 
mendation to his board saying that he was doing all that he could 
to get there, and then this young man said, --7 aided him, now 
listen: He says, "I can’t wait to go back to where I am working 
to get any money and if I telegraph home for it it will be too 
late." He says, "Will you lend me the money to go on?” TI saya, 
*Y will lend you the money,” and I dia lend him fifty dollars 
to come home on, and he came home. JY aid aid hin. 
Q. You went to California yourself? 

A TI dai&, and f have been to California many times. 

Q You went there with him to assist him? 

A I did not. T went there to Mr. Yeager. 

Q Ma'am? A. I .went to my husband. 

Q Were you in California when this young man arrived? 

A Ie that part of this proceeding? 

THE CHATRMAN: Yes; go shead. Answer the question. 

A Yes, I was there. 

Q Where was it you saw him when he told you he would have 
to get there in three days? 

A At Venice, Cal. 


Q Ye got there within the time limit did he? 

AI don't know. 

Q At all events you were tere when he arrived? 

A Yo I was not- 

Q I understood voy to, sayee 

TRE CHATHMAN: She has Qnswered that question 

A We is mistaken himeelf for He says wan I there when he arrived, 
3 wap net. I wasin California when he arrived in Tdxas. 

Q I mean when he arrived in California? 

A Yes, IT was in Galffornia. 

Q You were in California when he arrived there? 

AT was, 

Q Your meeting with him wags in Texas? 

A Tes sir. 

Q And your assistance in giving him money was in Texas? 

A No I did not say that. 

Q Where did you first hear that he had to zo to California then, J 
migunderstood you, I don't know whether the Committee did or not. 

THE CHAYTRMAN; T think you are working from one end 
of the road and she from the other. As YI understand tre wit- 
ness she saw him in California and gave him koney to come to 
Texas, is that correct? 

A Oh Ne, tat is not sorrect. J did not give him the money, I 
lent him the money. Y%e paid it back to me tk¥ough the bank at 
San Diege and through the Bank at San Diego Californias 

¥R, KNIGHT: JT Nad the impression trey met in Texas and 
went there ani came back to Texas,. 

THE CHATRWAN: Were did you advance the mong? 

A In California. 

Q Was he in California when he was soucht by the Kremption board? 

A Mat do you mean soucht? 

Q I say where was he before he went to California, did you assist 


him in getting from Texas to California, is what Y want to know? 


AY did not. 

Q You asegited him to get from California back here only? 

A I loaned him the money to come back, Te twat assistance? 

Q And twat was. all that you had to do with it. Ys that tre 
game young man that was in your oar when Capt. Sanders 
held you up? 

A Yes sir. 

Q Wis name is Felipe Garcia, fen't it? 

A Yes sir. 

Q When wae it you and he were in Galiforniaeyou med Kim in Gale 
iforniaehow long was it between the time of the meeting in 
Caiifomia and the time you were Keld up by Capt. Sanders? 

A don't know, it might tave been six weeks or might have 
been three weeks, Y don't know. 

Q Now Mr. Yeacer you don't know whether it wae three week s or 
four weeke from the time you saw him in California thotthis 
occurred down theré? 

AT don't tow. I oame back on business and was much trou 
hled and J don't remeber the date. 

Q Who left California frist, you or Pelipe Garcia? 

A Ye left firat, but J cannot seg that this has any bearing on 
thie. He came on the train and I game on an Automobile with 
my family. 

Q Leaving there about the sam time? 

A Ho, nat leaving there the san@ time. 17 staid st least another 
month there, Y think. 

Q Then how long were you coming through in an automobile? 

A TI don't know. 

Q Tren it was much more than three or four weeks when you saw 
him here after leaving Californca? 

A ¥ don't know. J don't remember the exact hour and the exact 
days* 

32% @ You said the Rangers ran ali the young Vexicans into Mexico? 
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A Did Y eay that? J was in error if JT did. J said Mexionna, 
They run the young and the old in the families, 

Q They praotioally run them all in? 

A fo, 7 don't mean to say. 7 mean to say, Whole families. 

Q Did they do that prier to the establishment of the ixemption 
Boards and the extension of the sonseript Limét? 

A To the ahame of the State, 7 will say that J think 1t was 
Gexman intrigue that they were hoping to keep up atrife be 
tween the United States and Mexico, heping to start the war 
Fight there. 

Q Wro do you think was in the German Intriguee«The Rangers? 

AT dow | 

Q You are pesitive of that are you? 

AT am not. 

Q De you know anything about the plane or the plots of Ban Di ees? 

A Yeo ¥ do. 

Q When did you first ear of that and what do you know about 1t? 

A Well the first YT heard of it, T heard De. Kliijott a man from 
Vexico telling how it could be done and tow it would be done 
and he was pointing 1% out on the Mane, ‘ow it could be done 
and Kew it would be done. 

Q Who was that? 

A Dr. ZBliiett from San Diego, but he was a man from Vexieo. He 
fe e€113 fn San Didgo. J think he is a British subject and T 
think Re is | thoroughly loyal American, J mean loyai to the 
Allies. 

Q Are you aware that there was & well arranged conepfiragy and 
piot on the part of @ great many Mexicans and some Ameri cane 
whe inaugurate a massacre of €11 Anglo» Saxons both, all the 
men except the old men, the women and the childred and al} 
men above the age of 16 years, to be started in the Spring at 
2 o'clock in the morning at @ certain dave in the Spring of 
1915? 


A Wo Sir, 

Q Did you never hear of that? 

A Yee T Reaard of its 

Q Then tall the Committee what you have heard of ite 

A Well San Diego gets nervous, if this is wat you are talking 
about, they have had some killing there, some Americans have 


killed the Mexicans and they would get nervous ocoasionally and 


if somebody slams a gate they set up and go to Alice and say 

there is anMexican uprising and this was one of those Vervrous 
things tat spread all through the border Jt is not on the 

Pangere-tat is the part the Rangers playeit is proteated down 
on the border, 

Q Your attitude wae to treat 1% Llightiy? 

A There was nothing to it. T had no men working for me but 
Nexfeane and I had to look to them for proteotion and they 
were all leyal, 7 know 

Q@ Do you knew throuch the inetrumentality of Capt. Hansen, the 
head of the Ranger Fo tes in Texas, that that corspiracy was 
detected and that itsa/being put into execution was due to the 
fact that just on the eve of the uprising he arrested the ] ead 
er of it ik the town of Efingpsville, Texas ? 

A 1 don't believe a word of it. 

Q Of eourse not You don't believe that? 

A fo, because 7 lived among those people and they did not even 
have guns. They could not have. They were just as soared aa 
Y wane 

Q Are you aware that the Adjutant General has in his custody 
létere written pre and con between the different leading 
conspirators and their cevadjutors along the border outlining 
and estzhlishing that gonspizacyeewere you aware of that? 

A Yam not. T don't see what it. has to do with the Rangers 
though. 

Q It is just in repy to your suagestion that they were runring 


the labor away. JY will ask you if you were advised of their 
coepgperation with tre Federal Authorities and Local People 
@long the bower, that the mngers gave their most effecient 
setvice in checking or stopping the exodus of labor from 
this side to the other side-the Mexican Labor, 

AI know tet the Rancers have always been Gruel and unjust to 
me with one or two exceptions, end that is all that I know a 
pout the Ranress. 

Q I a414 not ask you about that Wadam. You have gone over that. 
T was asking you, were you advised tt Governor Hobby appointed 
in every Gounty three loyalty Rangers to co-operate with the 
regular force and the local authorities in holding the Mex 
feans in this country 7 

WR. GANALZS: I object to that kind of examination, 
asking whet Goveimor appointed. It is a matter of public 
record and is simply delaying and annoying the witness. 

Tt CHATRVAN: Go ahead with the anewer, 

A&A If he means loyal Rangers, I don' + know what »e means by loyal 
Hangers when they abuse me and 7 am almost the only American 
there, then what is loyalty? 

T7172 CHATRMA2 If you know just say whether you know, 
4f you don't know say you don't know. 

AT don't know, but he made a point of loyale! thought that ie 
what he wanted me to answer 

WR, KNIGHT: Q Bre seems to be violently opposed to 
the Ranger Service ani 7 wanted to know if she knew wet good 
things they had been doing down there? 

A May Y have that out, that J am violently opposed? 7 had some 
very precious friends among the Ranzers an& some of them have 
been very abusive to me and 7 did think that they were not 
contrelled very badly, only to myself 7 am saying and to 
some of my friends. 
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Q Now ’ietress Yeager you have related the incident when a 
couple of Rangere with Kr. Oscar Thompson came there and the 
controversy recarding the water and the conduct following it 
cooured. YF will ask vou to state {f you did not ag a mtter 
of fact regard the unkindness of that occasion or the boorishness 
on the part of any one but Kr» Thompson in your own mind and 
heart and not visit 4% upon the Rangers? 

ATI ovitisised the Rangers in being there where they had ne buse 
iness, no matter what tha were doing or whe they were with. 

& I don't think you understood my question; did you not in your 
own mind and heart Hold accountéhke Ceoar Thompson alone on 
the conduct of that occasion? 

A YT think he wae directing these men in protesting aertain ine 
tereste and tat he wae using them for their protection. 

Q to gat right down to the question. Js it not a fact that you 
sued Mr. Ogoar Thompson in VoMullen County for Damages on &ge 
gount of hia treatment to you on that occasion’ 

A It ig @ fact I didnot. Ye fs a fact that ) answered a suit 
against myself. Ye enjoined me from using my water any more 
and not pay for it, Bw open the gates or anythim, just: pessess 
$t imeelf and he sued me and ! answered his process and the man 
that ie now xmtugx posting you, 2 refuse to answer his ques- 
tions and the Judge permitted me not to answer them because he 
does not speak mne@lieh, he speaks German, 

Q You told the Committee you did not sue Cecar Thompson in any dise 
triet sourt on that occasion? 

AY answered the queation. I answered his suit. 

Q In that suit in Duval County, JI will aek you if you did not 
file a erces bill there agéinst him for damacea, predicating 
your @laim for compensation on what occurred on that occasion? 

AY did net. 

Q Who was your Attomey on that occasion? 

MR. CANALES: J object to that. 


HENATGR FAGK: ‘What difference dces it make? 

A My Attorneys were, T had Judge Bullogk and judge Walling and 
7 engaged @ man from Kokullen County named, it is a German 
name, T would choke to say it, but amyway he took my papers 
and when Y went to Gourt he asid,"Gh no, JT am Osoar Thompson's 
Lawyers and Wave been for 15 years.” He ie poating this man 
now, and I thoucht he was my lawyer, and that was the mogning 
that Court “pened and he ip a German. 

Q But you had three others lawyers to watoh hin? 

A fo not to wate im T cot these cther lawyers, someone told 
me who would not do to trust, that J needed other counsel anye 
wey and Y Wid already eng azed one ami took him there and then 
T mot some more. Do you underetam it? 

Q Yes, but YT didn’ t understand tre mre of thai Gentleman you 
say fe posting mee Give the Committee the name of the man who 
fe posting me? 

A J. eannot say it, IY know it and J know the frog, 

T1) OMATRVMAN: Js the face here today? 

A Yes, it 4a that one right there (pointi ne) 

VR. GANAL AS: Mr. Burmeiater is the one Lan't 1t? 

A Probably. "e is the one J ensazed that ‘wd my papera and after 
we got to Court he said tht he was the other mai's Lawyer. 

MR. KNTGHTe = Did all the other lawyers remain loyal 
to your conse? 

A Certainly. 

Q The case was tried? 

A Certainly. 

Q What wae the result? 

A Now you asked me awhile ago, you are trying to make me out a 
Liar. 

Q ‘eo T am not Madam? 

A You asked me did J make thie suit and 7 eaid IT aid notin Duval 


‘payee } 
ds Cousty, you asked me Duval County and ¥ said no. 


Q J asked you in any Diatrict Court, or in any court. Now did you 
have a suit in any Distriet Court? 

A That makes me so nervous (referring to Mr» Knkéht's gestioula- 
tions and mannerisms). 

Q Did you sue Vr. Cscar Thompson in any court down there? 

A No. I am not the least bit deaf, (He is referring to kr. Mnight(s 
tone of veise). 

Q I beg your pardon. Wy voied is sometimes explosive. Did you 
gue him in any court down there? 

A No TI answered a suit and in answering an injunation suit one has 
the privileame of asking for damages and I did so. 

@ Oh you did that? 

A No 3 did not, YY answered a suit and J asked for dammges, 

G@ On thatis fine. We are, we were @ lone time getting to that, 
we will se60p it riazht now. 

TYE CHATRKATR J think Counsel micht save the Committee 
nome necessary time, wuatters tat are matters of regords you 
can asx herp if thay are and then you might refer to the ree 
G0 TdBe 

WR. KNIGHT: What was the result of tmt suit? 

A That is record t@9. Shall J anewer it? 
TYE CHATRUAN? Yes answer it and lets get through. 
A I won it. 

SENALCR WITT? I believe J will cypose objection to 
furgher interrogatories with reference to these questions, I 
cannet see where they effect the matters under investigation. 

THE CHATRAMAN: J think the examination is taking a 
very wide latitude. 

WR. KNIGHT: Wy only object was this; She arraigned 
the Rangers on this partioular occasion for their conduct and I 
was endeavoring te show that she visited an outrage upon the 
part of Oscar Thompson instead cf the Rangers-in this 1itiga- 
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tion, That was the only objeot that T had jn my mind at all. 

SENATOR Witt: Q Were tre Rangers parties paaintiff in 
that suft at 411? 

A Mo but they were asking me sbout the Hangers, the connection 2 
had with them That is the connection I had. 

BR. KNIGHT: None of the Rangers were in that 1itiga- 
tion at ail? 

A They were sent there to Sourt 

SENATOR ¥ITT: They did not jokng Mre Thompson in this 
suit against you? 

A No sir. 

Q Therefore you did net sue them, you just sued back against 
Thompson in a crosseaction? 

MR. KNIGAT: At San Diego the time you say certain 
indivaduals fired off their revolvers to refresh your recollede 
ticn, wasn't that on the night, wasn't there a zood deal ef 
firing there then and wasn't that dmmediately, a day or two, 
ors short time after the armistice was signal? 

AT don't know. 

Q Was it before’ 

A It was after, but I don't tnow, tne firet firing J heard. They 
uped to Gome around my house or pretty near me and shoot guns 
and, and IT heard it was the Rangers doing it. 

Q@ You don't know thelx names? 

AY donot. YT just asked the Shariff to stop it and it was stopped. 

Q I believe that's ail. 

CHAT RMAN BLEDSOE: Who wére the Rangers that. were with 
Capt. Sanders the night you say they held gp your car? 

A It was nét nicht, it was in the morning. 

Q Alright in the day then? 

A No, ¥ don't know their names except “Ss. 


8 would you know them if you skoul see then? 

A If they snarled and showed about that much(indicsting yellow 
teeth) T might, and curse, but if they were clean and cantle 
manly Llooking-# 

Q How did Capt. Sanders cet out of the car in which he was riding 
and come to your car? 

& Yes sire 

Q Did he pull his pistol? 

A No Ke did not pull his pistol on me { Ye sent those boys te do 
#t, these men to do it, and they were in the draft age and oucht 
te Wave been in the Army. 

Q You say you did not know then? 

A YT eaid if they looked then, those faces * will always remenber. 

Q 3 asked you if you know them? 

AT deo note One of them, J heardes»T am poor at names, they look 
ead to be Germana. 

Q You réfex to the shooting in town that nicht when the boy same 
to your house Wunting the gsiler: Did he find the man that 
Wad the kay to the ja‘1? 

A T don't know, 

G ‘id he find him Were at the house? 

AG not, not there? 

Q Of your own knowledge do you know whether or not that thoge 
men wio had done the shooting were arrested? 

A Yes. JY did not see them arrested, but one of the officers 
told me that they were. 

4 CYATRMAN BLEDSOZ : That is ali. Does any other mem 
ber oftthe Committee desire to ask anything? 

MR. TIDWELL: What County do you live in? 

A Duval County. 

Q What particular town? 

234: A It is San Diego. 
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Q What size town is San Dieszo7 

ACh it js just a ranoh. 

Q How mahy atores thare? 

A GW I could not tell yvouj; it has about 3500 T think they say, 

@ How long Ye you lived there? 

AT nave ifved in San Diego singeel have hot been there contine 
BOUGL Ye 

Q How long have you been calling that your home, considering that 
your home, about appra& imately how long, in years? 

A Yell J Wad lived in the town fn part of last year and part of 
this year, up to this time, this year! mean since Horember,. 

& When Capt. Sanders apprehended you on the rcad, that ocourred 
sometime last vea:? 

A Yea ek 

Q That was after the draft law became effective and the boys were 
heinzg sent to the Army? 

A Yes st. 

Q Is your Yusband at San Dic#zo now, or is he ere? 

A J have no husband, 

Q Yow much land do yeu ow town there? 

A Ys that necessary too? 

Q ¥ think so, YT Want to know whether you are a larce ranch owner? 

A On no, Y am not. Yt is limited. 

MR. TIDWALI.S Y think we ought to know that, whether 

ehe ie &@ large land owner down there . 

A Ye wants to know whether J have much land or whether I nave not. 

THE CHATRNAN: We are entitied to have the extent of 

your heldings: How mich land do you controll there, answer the 
queation 

A Y Wave leased my place. 1 do not control any right now 

Q Alrichts; how much do you own? 

A T own 8 section and a half, 


THE CHAIRMAN: Was that your question, Judge? 
MR. TIDWELL: That is 411 I care to ask. 
MR, LACKEY; Wrere wag Capt. Sanders when these men 
you say that looked like Germans eld the pistal on you? 
A te was with then, 
Q DIG he get out of the aar? 
A Yea just sent them and then he got cut of the car. 
Q Where wee he, in the oar, re sent then,eehow far apart were the 
cars? 


A Tis car was about bloaked, or opposite of mine, about blocked 
the passage of mine. 


They were right near each others did you hear him send those 
men’: 

A YT saw him motion to them. 

Q Did he say anything to them when they drew the pistol on you? 

AY could not hear him. My care wee running and Wis was toe I 
could hear them. 

Q Did they point the pistel at your? 

A They did, richt direatly at me. 

Q You say you don't know the names of those men? 

AI know the man that commanded then. 

Q Were they Ransers? 

A They were I suppose, they hed on guns and they were with Rim and 
he was commanding them 

Q Judge Bledsoe asked if these men who arrested, if those men were 
arrected that did the shootingewere they rancera? 

AI don't know. 

Q Bo you know who they were? 

A Ido not> If know they were Rangers, that ig ali. 

@& That did the shooting? 

A Where. 

Q The nicht they did the shoeting up of the town and came to the 
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533 house after the key to the jail. You said they were Hancers. 
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A They were. 

Q You don't know who they were? 

Al never heam them spoken of only just as Rancers, Gapt. Sane 
ders' Rangers. 

SENATOR WITT: Was 1t the Rangers who did the shooting 
and were afterwards arrested’ 

A That is what they told mee 

BENATCOR PASE What was your maiden name before you 
mrrkéd? 

Als that necessary? 

Q@ Well YT have asked you the question? 

A McCorne 

Q@ Your Yushand's name was what? 

A Yeacer. 

Q How do you spell that? 

A YO yQOAwAR 

Q He was Sexman wasn't he? 

A No sire 

Q What was Vis Nationality? 

A Wie people came from the United States--game to the United States 
and settled in a colony, in Sylpepper County Virginia from Eng 
land, 

Q Then he was an inal ishnan? 

A No he was an Ameri cane 

Q Be was from Enzland? Wren the war broke out between the United 
States and Sermany what was your idea about that? Do you think 
we were justified in going to war with Germany or not? 

A Why certainly we were justified. 

Q You think we were? 

A Certainly we were. 

Q In other words your sympathies were with the Allies in that mat- 
t er? 

A Certainly. 


EXAMINED BY MR. CANALES: Q You stated you were an 
associate member of the Lo ml Board of Legal Advisers in your 
County? 

A Yes sir. 

Q Besides that did you hold any obher office, official position? 

A What is official position? 

Q You sign your name Nere as Vice Chairman of the Woman's Suffrage, 
do you hold that position? 

A No not Vice Chairman. JI gaid T was County Chairman. 

WR. KNYGHT; Do J understand you to say tht you have 
no Husband. now in answer to Mr. Witt? 

TYE CHATRVANS Answer the question 

A Tt did answer it, yes. 
Q Y wanted to know. 
A It is on recor, 
THE CHATRMAN: You will saye mach time, 
A Well T hRave not 
Q Where is your husband? 

71! CHATHMAN: Please answer the question and let(s 

get twrouch. 
AT Y Nave none. 
SENATCR PAset Where is the Gentleman wo whom you have 
veen mrried? 
A JY don't know. 
TYE CHATRVAN: Are.you divorced from him or is he dead? 
A Divorced. 
KR. KNIGHT: When did that ocour, when tere you divorm 
ced? 
A Iast year. 
Q What time pl éase? 
A Way or June, 1 don't remember. . 


Q Vren waa it you went to Cal i fornia? 

T4c CIATRMAN: Judge Fhight, J think further examinee 
tion along that line would be impropey and 7 think Jt io deme 
terials 

(WITKESD AKQUaHD) 
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CHARGE FILED RY TACMAS WESLEY HOOK. 


To Yon WW Bledsoe; Chairman, and the other members of the 


Committee investicating the State Ranger Foxce: 


GENTLEMEN: At your direction Y file with you the following 
who 


charce againet two State Rangers; Captain Sanders and 
wae with him on the occasion hereinafter referred tot 
During the term of District Court for Brooks County, 
Texas neld either in the fall of the year 1916 or the spring 
of the year 1917, while Y was in the attorneys enclosure of the 
District Court Room, a man whom T Wad never met; but whom J after 
ward learned was Captain Sanders of the Ranrver force, accosted 
me asking if my name was Yook. J replied in the affirmative and 
he asked to see me when ¥ was at leisure. J immediately laid 
a hock on the papers in the case 7 war Nandling, and followed 
him and the other ranger who was with him, out into the hall. 
There he asked me if Y had prepared a petition at Kingavilie. J 
replied in the affirmative atating that T had used data broucht 
to me by some Mexicans, and Yad formulated it into ea petition. 
We neked me if J didn't know that the data was all 9 lie, 7 stated 
that T did not know it te be so, dut believed now and then bee 
b32 lieved it to be true, Thereywpon he drew hie pistol and attempted 
to either beat or shoot me-with it, he holding 4% by the handle, 
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I warded it off with my left hand four different times. During 
this the other Ranger who stood at my left while I faced Captain 
Sanders, attempted to seize my left hand but I shook him off. 
Captain Sanders desisted and I said,"You are a pretty officer, 
attacking an unarmed citizen with a pistol." He replied that he 
éidn't know I was unarmed. I stated "What is the matter with you, 
are you drunk” He replied "De I act as though I was drunk" f 
answered "You smell as though you were." 

By this time the deputy Sheriff had come up, also the court 
stenographer had appeared from an adjoining room. Captain Sanders 
made a partial apology, the deputy sheriff herded me off into the 
court room and Captain Sanders and the other ranger left. 

(Signed) THOMAS WESLEY HOOK. 

FILED FEB. 5th, 1919. Walter Pridemore, Sec'y. 


VENTURA Re SANCHEZ, 
having previously been duly sworn, testified as follows 
pefore the Joint Committee: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Canales. 
Q Where do you live? 
San Diego. 
What ts your official position? 


Constable. 
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How long have you been constable? 

A Since last election. I was appointed before,- if 
you will wait a second, I was appointed the 14th day of Oot- 
ober, 1918. 

Q@ Doe you know any of the Rangers stationed at or near 
San Diego? 

A Yes, I do know nearly every one of then. 

Q It is charged here that some of those Rangers had 
fired their pistols and they were somewhat intoxicated and 
raised all sorts of cain over there in your town on or sbaut 
December of last year. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Yow will you please relate that circumstances to the 
Comnittee? 

A Well, I was there about eight o'clock at night on the 
16th of November, Saturday night; I was in a bakber shop 
of San Diego about eight or eight-thirty, more or lease, 
when I heard some shooting down town, about a bloak from where 
YT was. I got up from the chair; I thought it was a fire broke 
out somewhere. When I got up to the corner,I got up frem the 
chair and went outside and stood at the corner and I heard a 
ear running just a blook from where I was and turned the other 


corner. It was on the opposite side from where I was, and 


turned the corner just one block from where I was and I saw 


VENTURA Re SANCHEZ, 
having previously been duly sworn, testified as follows 
pefore the Joint Committee: 
DIRECT EBXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Canales. 
Q Where do you live? 
San Diego. 
What is your official position? 


Constable. 


oOo »§ BD PP 


How long have you been constable? 

A Since last election. I was appointed before,- if 
you will wait a second, I was appointed the 14th day of Oot- 
ober, 1915. 

Q Do you know any of the Rangers stationed at or near 
San Diego? 

A Yes, I do know nearly every one of them. 

Q It is charged here that some of those Rangers had 
fired their pistols and they were somewhat intoxicated and 
raised all sorts of cain over there in your town on or abaut 
December of last year. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Now will you please relate that circumstances to the 
Committee? 

A Well, I was there about eight o'clock at night on the 
16th of November, Saturday night; I was in se bakber shop 
of San Diego about eight or eight-thirty, more or leas, 
when I heard some shooting down town, about a bloek from where 
Y was. I got up from the chair; I thought it wae a fire broke 
out somewhere. When T got up to the corner,I got up from the 
chair and went outside and stood at the corner and I heard a 
oar running just a block from where I was and turned the ether 


oorner. It was on the opposite side from where T was, and 


turned the corner just one block from where I Was and I saw 


the fire and heard the shooting. I didn't get through (shaving) 
--I just had one side shaved, and I went inside and I heard 
some holloaing and shooting and I knew there was some drunk 
fellows there,--I didn't knew who they were. I went inside and 
got through and went down to where the shooting started and 
investigated the matter and they told me who they were, 

Whe were they? 

George Hurst and Daniel Hinojosa. 

What position 414 they hold? 

Ranger. 

Whose company? 

Captain Sanders. 

Stationed at? 

Alice. 

What were they doing when they were arrested? 

They were drunk and raising thunder, that's all, 
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Is it the oustom for the Rangers to come there and 
get drunk? 

A In San Diego, yes. 

Q Ien't it a fact that the best place to get a drink 
now is to go to a Ranger camp and get it? 

A ‘hat is what I have been told, yes. 

Q Have you seen them drunk on any other occasions? 

A Yes; the 24th day of December, 1918, right at the 
corner of the State---I met Mr. George Hurst and when I was 
going by him and another man. 

Q Do you know who the other man was? 

4 Blaekman or Blackwell, 

Q@ Was he also a Ranger? 

4S Yes, but he was leaning ageinst the Bank, leaning 
against the wall, that is Mr. Blackman or Blackwell, whioh 
every it is, and Mr. George Hurst: wep.on the outside of the 
aifewalk, when I was going by where they were he told me,. Mr, 


George Hurst, he says, "Now, here, you Ventura, you son of a 
biteh, I don't like to see you in front of me and if I ever 
see you before me I am going to shoot hell ont of you, you 
son of ea bitch,” and jerked his hand to his pistol, and I 
knew right at the time that he was drunk, so I didn't have 
my gun with me, wasn't no use to stop to argue the matter with 
him while he was drunk, so I kept on going. I says, "411 
right, George," and kept réght on going. Right in the middle 
of the street from where I left I met Mr. Ganzales, the 
deputy sheriff. He was on the other side of the corner of 
the street. He asked me what was the matter. I say, "George 
tell me he didn't want me to be in front of him," so I had 
to leave." I knew he was drunk and put his hand on his gun 
and was going to shoot hell out of me, like he said, go T 
kept right on going and went down to the corner and I just 
went around a block and went to my house and met Mr. Joe Brooks 
who Was coming on a ear with Mr. Hornsby. 

What Joe Brooks? 

He is a Ranger. 

What official position does he hold? 

He is a Ranger. 
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Ie he a sergeant of Sanders’ company? 
A 1 think he is, sergeant. He is a Ranger. I met him on 
the ear. He was sober and ea good friend of mine also, Also Mr. 
Hurst had been a good friend of mine but since that shooting 
he has been kinder cross-ways with me, but I met Joe Brooks 
on the way home and Mr. Hornsby. 
Q Another Ranger? 
A Yes, sir, another Ranger by the name of Wright, and 
IY stopped the car and I told Joe I would like to see him, I 
330 wanted to speak to him. He got off of the oar and we walked 
@ little farther from the car and I said, "Now, Joe. I want 


you to go and tell George I don't want to have no shooting 
gcrape With him, I don't want him to kill me or have me to kill 
him, and tell him I am his friend; what I did to serve the 
warrants on him, to deliver the warrants is my duty and for 
him being an officer he ought to appreciate what I did for them 
and not be mad at me, I don't want him to be my enemy, Y don't 
want to be his enemy either.” He says, "All right, Ventura, 

he is drunk," and he laughed, he says, "I will attend to that 
matter, he is drunk." Well, he got in the car and went on, 
Later on, that was on the 24th day of December, when this 
occurred, and on the 30th day of December, Arturo Munos came 

to me and says, "You better watch out,” he says, “George is 
looking for you. He asked me while ago for you and he is hunt~- 
ing you up and he is drunk,” I says, "Well, it is all right. 

I am going to get out of his way if T can so as not to meet 

him and have trouble but avoid that,” but before that one 


Juan Cantos Deputy Sheriff, Jailer at San Diego, that was. 

on the 25th day of December when Cantos came to me and says 

* Now you bdtter watch out whenever you go out of town er 

go areund town.” We says,"Of coume George islooking for ye 
and he told me he was going to kill you and if he évey comes 
down to San Diego raising any cane or hell for us not to «0 
around but let nim go because he is going to shoot he2l out of 
you and ©1411 you like a dog." JT says * Alright, I have toe do 
my duty if Y held my office aml if 3 am Constable I have to: go 
and agrest him or any other man who raises thunder in Ban Die 
mo, T Bave to do it even if he is the Sheriff." and on the 30t 
day of December I left the Court Youse about 5 O'Clock in the 
evening on the way to my ranch, I iived out of town about a 
couple of miles. Walle IT was going in the cer a fellow by 

the mame of Fred Bhedo. , 7 Wired his car to take me to. my 
‘Renoky J went to milk and get the meat while 7 was out. there 


Jt} while Y wag at the miltng Mr. George Hurst was coming in a lite 
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tle red Roadster car and he saw me and when he saw me he was 
going thewuch the street and went around the blook, by the time 
he got around the bleck I got in my ear and went on my way home, 
When he saw I cot in the ear he followed me about 4 blecks and 
Y Wave to go out in the country a couple of miles like T said . 
I teld that boy when I saw him following me and wae ag close to 
me ap to that show case over there Y says te better turn around 
and go into town because if ge go farther on he micht start 
shooting at me end J have to shoot at him, and if 1t happens 
¥ do kill him then the blame would be on me for being on the 
road and then he would say I was going on the road outside and 
he was going on the road and shot him.* Y turned around to my 
home Ye saw me and followedme to the house and when I went. in 
the house he drove around the bleck one of two different times 
and then he left and went on. 

Q How many times did they shoot up that town that you knew of? 

A That I know just that single nicht. 

Q But you have seen him drunk? 

A That night and on the 24th day of December, that was in the day 
time. 

Q And it is a common report that they always get drunk? 

A Yes six. 

Q Anether thing, 41d you arrest then? 

A Well I served, I got the warrants next morning; that night we 
went to look up the Justice of the Peace to cet tre Warrants 
after Y found cut who they were and everything and 7 had advice 
from the County Clerk at San Diego, they are drunk, they are your 
frienis, you let them go and you serve the warrants tomorrow. 

Q Who told you. that? 

A The County C; ext. 

Q Is Ke here in town? 

A Yes ‘es is Yere. Me says they are drunk. You might as well Let 
them €0- 


THR GHATRVAN: BSuprese you don't have your witness 
detail so much ofthis stuff. Don't detail any conversations 
now ecouring between you and anybody except yourself and the 
Rangers or when the Rangers were present, one or more of them, 

A To come to the Ranger proposition about the warrents, T have to 
go farther on or otherwise T camot cet to it. 

YR. CANALES: @ Did you finally serve the warrants on 
them or not? 

A Yes sin 

Q Did they come before the Justice of the peace for trial? 

A fo they did not; I got the warrants and went to Alice where 
they staid, When I got to Alice I found they were gone through 
the lewer country, both of them, and 7 had warrants for boty 
Y went to the Sheriff at Alioe and told them to be sure to serve 
tvem to Ban Diero when they came back so that night T went to 
the Sheriff who was going to be Sheriff and is n@w, that is Mz, 
Pricg@ee 

Q Wasn't he a Ramer? 

A %e was a Kancer. Ye went to San Diego and tried to fix matters 
up with the Justice of the Peace and looked for me and didn't 
find me because 1 waan't there and fixed it some way or another 
with the Justice of the Peace, that they would not do it again, 
they were going to stay there ani behave and they were very so» 
xy about what they had done and if they would let them ao for the 
first time they would never do {t again, ao the Justice of the 
Pease toid me the following day. 

Q That is alright, don't detail what the Justice of the Peace 
eaid- That is all. 

EXAMINED BY MR, KNIGHT: 

Q That was on the evening of the 16th of November last year? 

A Last year, yes siz, 


Q There was a good deal of exeitement in town that nicht was it 
not and celebrating? 

A Not that I know of. 

Q Do you know whether a number of cars or people that game in 
there? 

A I was there all night and I never saw any disturbance of the 
peace whatever except that shooting 

Q You did not see any of that? 

A No sir. 

Q There was no fire except by these hangers ? 

A Tnat is all, yes sir, that nicht. 

Q Yes that nicht. Were the streets noisy orwere they deserted? 

A Hot that I knew. 

Q You never served any warrants on any of those men did you? 

A Not on the Rangers. Y left them to the Sheriff of J&ém Wells 
County. 

Q They were never arrested at ali? 

A Ro sir thee on account they came to A,foe-e 

Q The pepers were never served on them at ail? 

A No sir, that is that 7 know J gave then to the Sheriff. 

Q There is a good deal of feeling dewn there ian't there? 

A How is that. 

Q I say there is a good deal of feeling down there in your sountry? 

A Towards what? 

Q Over polieies? 

A I Wave not mixed up in polities very mich, I cannot tell you a 
bout that. 

Q Row did you happen to gat to be Constable? 

A Well th@ came tome and asked me if they run meas Constable 
would I take the positionand I told them if they thought 3 was 
suitable for it I was willingto take it, a boy that had been 

G+}  yaieed there and born in San Diego, I thought it was best for 


me to take it. 

Q You mde the race? 

A Yes six. 

Q You were in politics seekiga office? 

A No not seeking office. Wey told me if they would run me would 
7 take it. 

Q Who told you? 

A Some of my beat friends, the County Clerk and Juan VYeche who jis 
dead now 

Q Who did you suppose for Senator down there? 

MR. CANALES: I objegt to tmt. 

THE CHATRWAN: Don't go into that branch of it, 

¥R. KNBGHT: QY will ask you to state if those mm 
when they came in there that night were not investigating Hedge 
tion fraud? 

A Wo sir. 

Q And had they been active there for a number of weeks since the 
el eetion? 

A Trey were there before. 

Q Trey had been very active in investigating and developing led- 
tion fraude in yeur County? 

A Ne. these twe gentlemen alreadye-I don't know what they were 
doing or what they were after-- 

Q Were any other of the force there investigating the Elestion 
Fraud? 

A Wo the onee J know, because we had & business matter conference 
that was Mr. Hangen, we had private business convergation, net 
about these miters® 

Q As J understood you there was no other rangers investigating 
Election Frauds except those two? 


nd 
“"" & Yer sir. 


wu 


“ bol 
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Q You are a constable in Duval County? 

A Yes I am now. 

Q Have you property in Jim Wells? 

At Nave yes sir, and in Duval both. 

Q Does Mrs, Sanchez ifve in Jim Wells on the Ranch? 

A Hone that I know sir. 

Q You ae a warriedmn? 

A Yes J am 

Q Does Mre Sanchez live in Duval ? 

A Mra. Sanchez, yes. 

Q Ske does not live on the Ranch in Jim Wells? 

A She does go to the Ranch whenever I stay there during theday. 
She goes with me to serve and wait on my dinner and we go back 
to thetown at night. We have cot a bugay where we go back and 
forwards. 

Q Whieh County is your residence? 

A Duval County. 

Q There was also an investigation co rnucted by the Ramners of the 
Elegtion Frauds in Jim Welle County wasn't there? 

A None that TI know, When Mr« Hansen went out there-- 

& I don't care to go into ite T Just wanted to ask you if you 
knew? 

A None that I mow there may be I don't know, 

Q You are an officer down tere and you were reised down therxé? 

A Yes born ard raised there. 

Q Now many registrants filed in Duval County? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Just wait a moment. 

FR. ENIGHTs I wanted te show that a large peraent 
of the disappeared defore the day to report and went agross the 
Border and that is what the Ianzere were there for and in dorm 
nection with the investigation of the election frauds they were 
txying te detest those slackers and that the sentiment was di- 
vided, one crowa agsiating them agroas the Fio Grande and the 


other crowd trying to get them into the hands of the lay through 
the Rangers and great, and aecret service of the federal Gor 
enment. I would iike to have some proof of those who were fore- 
ed to register ani the proof of the number of them who disappear 
@i before the time game to enlist. T think it would h#e @ beax 
ing on the case. I don't know, it occurs to me that it my . 

it would show animous and the situation down there, it is ex- 
traordimry. 

T% CHAYRUAN: There ise go question on the part of 
the Committee tht that the Rangers is an organization reaqoae 
nized by the law anc that the necessity exists for ite aontine 
wance but the question we are investigating now is of the mi se 
conduct of indivhdual members of the Ranger force and to go out 
into that political field would cail for proof on the question 
as to the number cf Registrants who were slackers and who were 
not, and that is to a greater extent than we are disposed to ao. 

MR, KNIGHT: The Committee hag my complete sympathy 
in this, and 7 wanted te conduct the examination with oiraum 
spectiong if there is some sentiment there that is sgainst law 
and order as represented by the Ranger Force and they are efe 
sential to a partial preservation of desenay it is necessarily 
a facet that the lawless element are against then J want the 
Committee to be advised and I desire to be advised myself be- 
cause I am simply seeking the truth as to whether or net this 
attackis mde thsough entmdus, generated by reason of the parr 
ticipation of these men who are the night errants of our civie 
lation and hve been throughout the entire history of Texas as 
we/4ll know, or whether or not it cam about through these e1¢6- 
tion frauds, after tha were unearthed by them, there conduct 
therefofore fer eighteen years, as one witness has stated he 
had known them had been entirely satisfactory 

Ait SENATOR WILLIFORD! That is immaterial unless you shew 
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by some witness here whether he is loyal oxve 

UR. KNIGHT; Tyat is what I wag trying to cet at. I 
don't know anything about this witness, whether he had: relae 
tives who had gone aeross the Ric Granie er not. 7 was dimply 
asking him about the number and 7 proposed to follow it up with 
Y think a pesca Wacdek icant question as to whether or not he 
himeelf had any biood that had gone across the Rio Grande, he 
ie unmistakably a Vexican by descent. ‘le may be an American 
Citisen, T hepe he is and a good one, but the blood is there, 

SENATOR WITT: Ask Him the direct question. 

ER. KWYGHT: JY have this idea, that there was a vast 
percentage of “Mexicans whe did go across and who were shielded 
vy their friends. We was elected to office, and, his freinds 
were evidently in majority and the lawless elements in some 
of those counties may be the Vajority and therefore I want 
to get to the faets and want to know myselfe-it is his blogde- 
the majority are Mexicans , therefore ] want to show his sym» 
pathy and his angle to the situation. 

TYE CHAY RIAN: Y am going to say to you, you are une 
destaking going into a seope that we cannot permit at this time, 

WR. KNIGHT: Q What percentage of those conscripted 
€fisappeared before the time came to erlist? 


A YT don't know. 
Did a copoperate with the exemption board in that County? 
A Xez six. 


Q Mave you any blood relatives who were conscripted and who 


did now show up who enlisted finally? 


A We are two brééeers; J am one of them and J have got one broe 


ther and both, we came from Mexican descent and we are proud of 


it but ten times more proud that we are American Citizens. 


Q Have you any bleod gelatives in Mexico that are being soucht 


by the authorities for service? 


“ » | 


ae 
work 


A I Wave one brother: He is at home with me and Married. 
Q Have you no cousin a? 

A Wo Sire 

Q No relatives at all? 

A Mo six 


THN CWATHUAN: You mean you have a brother whe sought 


to avoid pervice by going across into Nexico? 

A No sir, we are two brothers, both live in Gan Diego and are 
wtliing to ao to war if called. 

Q Both ifve in San Diego? 

A Yes sir. 

Q Ye your father dead? 

A Wo We is living. 

Q Yew long wae he been a resident of that County? 

A 45 years. 

Q Is he a native American or Mexiean born? 

A te is Mexican born. 

Q Is he @ naturalised citizen? 

A Yessir 

Q Give us the names of the imngers you say were shooting up the 
town that night? 

A Daniel Minejbea and Geome Turst. 

Q Wave you ever eeen any other Rangers in that county drunk? 

A None that J know ef no sir 

Q Yave you ever known of any of the others being guilty of im 
proper conduct? 

A Ne sir, I do net 

Q Murst is the man you say said he would shoct hell out of you? 

A Yes T went to the Justice of the Peace aml tried to cet him ure 
der bond and the Justice was afmid--~ 

@ That is airight, just answer the quostion, 

& And now if Y get out of here I wish the conmittee would give 


me some protection because I kna the man well, he might do it, 
or otherwis¢-- 
THE CHATRMAM Ye George Hurst here? 

A Yes te is here 

Q Is this Mexican you speak of here? 

A Ko sir. 

Q Is Ceorge Hurst on the Ranger force at this time? 

A Yes sir he is still. 

Q You say whe is here in Austin? 

A Yes he is here in the house. 

THE CHATRMAN: J will say you need not Weve any fear 
of Wim Just go ahead. 

ER KNIGHT: Did you ever report that transaction to 
the Adjutant General, of November 16th? 

A Ko sire 

Q Ox to the Governor’? 

A Ho sir. 

Q Stand aside. 

TYE CHATRMUAN; Were you subpoenaed to come here and 
testify? 

A Yes sir. 

UR LACKZY: You say you were in a barber shop the 
night Cf November 16th when this shooting took place? 

A Yes sir. 

@ Yow do you know who it was doing the sheoting? 

A They went just a block around me and in a minute when J got 
throuch J went to the place where the shooting started and the 
boys qho were there told me who they were. 

Q Somebody else told yeu? 

A Yes, wait a secon and we will cet to tat} and I went down tom 
and the Justice of the Peace to cat him and by the time they 
came around in the sar I saw them 


Q Did you see them shooting? 

AT saw the Lights, yen, 

Q You aaw the flashes of gunn? 

A Yeo ain 

Q@ Did you identify the men? 

A Tne omy. 

@ You identified the ons? 

A Tan. 

Q And afterwards saw them in theve' 

A Yen and than some hoye aame from up town, soared heqause they 
aot at them and came down Looking fox mae ta see shout the mate 
Lars 

@ Were thoue mon fined, Aid they pay # fine for that’ 

Q& No airy they did nots 

Wit, HAATT @ My, Hanohen Gid the imnnern ever aArvent 
youl 

A Yan airs 

Q for what? 

AT went downto the Gambling house and thay were theve the time 7 
wae there they caught me, 

@ Vidn't you prepese if they would lat you loose to aive awny 
your frienda and others down thare whe were wambi ina 

A ¥o 7 didn't. 

Q Trey didn't Let you loose aha they’ 

A They d414 not let me loons and | never proposed anything about it 

Q Thien wae before November 16 th wien't At) 

A Yes afte 

Q@ Weren't you running ® gambling Youre yourself at one timel 

A No off, J am not? 

QU Not nowe 

444) A We ofr nevar befure. 
@ You never did van a gambling Hou set 


A No Sire 
Q You are sur e of that? 
A I know it. 
Q Is your father a voter? 
A Yes pire 
Q Yas he taken out his papers? 
A I think he did. 
Q First or second papers? 
A TY guess 411 of them, otherwisere 
Q You don't know. 
A No sir, I do know, 
Q He don't vote does he? 
A He used to vote, he has not voted for about 8 years. 
Q Why did he quit? 
A We lives in ‘im Wells County and he don't like to go farther 
to the voting place. 
SENATOR WITT; When was thie occasion that they arrest 
ed you, how long ago was that? 
A It was about @ year ago. 
Q Was Mre Geo. Hurst the Ranger who semgsted your 
A Yes sire 
WR TIDWELLI] That was before you were in office? 
A Yes, before I was in office. Y came in office on Rotober 14th, 
YT believe I stated you before, last your. 
MR. KNIGHT: ‘You wve been in Office sinoe October what? 
A Fourteen, Nineteen and Eigzhteen. 
Q@ Tell the Committee, whether or not Gambling is zoing on in that 
town now with your knowledgeand consent? 
A Y wad a report Gambling was going on and I arrested them, about 
15 or 20 days ago. 
Q It fe net going on there openly with your knowledce and sonsent? 
A No sire, if ¥ do tnéw I ao and get them 


SENATOR WITT: Have the Rangers been sinee Ogtobder or 


ame 
ee Be Zee 


earlier than that, some members of the force, constantly in 
San Diego? 

A Yes. 

Q Yav3 you heard of them arresting any people for gambling other 
than on this occasion of your arrest? 

A No sir none whatever, 


ee Owe Oe 0s te ae op en te oe ae me oe 


At this time the Joint Committee recessed until 2 
o'clock P.¥. 


Wednesday February 5th, 191°. 


Tre Joint Commitee of the Touse and Senate to investi 
gate the charges against the State Hanger Porce convened at 8 
o* cloak P.¥e 


AFPTERNOONWN BESSTORN, 


R. B, CREAGER having previously been duly swor tese 
tified before the Gommittee as follows? 
EXAMINED BY MR. CANALES! 


Q Mr. Creager where were you born? 

A Y was bom in ‘iaco, Texas. 

Q Have you lived in Brownsville or that wicinity in the Valley? 
A Sinee I was 7 years of age. 

q@ What is your professicn? 

A Lawyer 

Q Have you attended at State University? 

A Y graduated at State University in 1900. 

Q Been praeticing law since that time? 

AYes sir. 

Q Have you been in touch with the activities of the lanmer Force 


in our County and the Adjoining Counties? 


A It depends on what you mean by in touch with then: I have of 


course been intimately familiar wih their doings along the fron 
tier, that is the seetion in whagoh I have lived. 


Q Have you had oeasion to observe the individual persomel of this 


Ranger force? 


AI wave. 
Q For how ion 


A Well ever since Y have been old enough to observe such matters, 
Y would say principally since about, for the last 20 years, 

Q What has been the conduct of these men along that border? 

A Yt has wariad Yr. Canales. Ye have had a number of the finest 
men 7 have ever known on the Ranzer Forse, Nigh class clean 
sentliemen and fine peage officers. On the other hand a ereat 
many who were of the opposite character. 

Q What has been the standard of that persomel in the last three 
or four or five years as compared with the standard say about 
10 vears ago? 

A It has not waried so far as J knows, Yam speaking nowof the 
average, Of course there is quite annhumber cf men in the Rane 
ger Force who hs been down there in the recent force who have 
been on he Raneer force for probably ten years but I can note 
no particular difference in the average men in the Hanger foroe 
now than 10 years ag0. 

Q Were you there during 1915 and 1916 during the bandit trouble? 

AT was. 

Q Do you mind telling the committee what occurred there during that 
time? ag generally reported in that country? 

A ¥r, Carsales ° hee said many time that tre coniuct of the Ranger 
Foree and the conduct of eertain of the local peace officers, 
and in saying that I want especially to except the men who was 
S.eriff of Cameron County at that time and who is now Sheriff 
of that County and whe e800 far as I know and as ourrent Feport 
went did not participate in what I am about to talk about, but 
the conduct of the majority of the Rangers and of o& great number 
of our local peace officers, Deputy Sheriffs ani other local 
peage officers was such as to add fuel to that flame, toma<e 
worse that bandit condition, In fact TI believee=-T know that 
the eonduct of trose officers more than any other one other 
thing caused trat bandit trouble to attain the dimensions that 
it did. 


Q Will you explain more particularly in what flame, in what way 
they added fuel to the fire and their conduct added to the 
trouble rather than minimized i+? 

A In this way. There were I should say conservatively one hundred, 
maybe two hundred Mexicans thlied during that bandit trouble 
ani in my judgement 90% of those killed were as innocent as 
you or T of complicity in those Bandit outrages. They had a 
practice of making wt they called I believe Black Lists. 

ER. TITWELLS Do you know that of your own knowledge? 

A TI know that they had these lists yes. 

Q@ You saw those 11 sta? 

A Y did not see all of them. JY have seen a list and I know that 
they had them and that will not be denied TI think by any one 
fir. JY would say Vr. Canales and gentiemen of the C,mmitteee 
thet as you will readily understand a large part of thin tese 
timony along this line must of necessity be hearsay and ag a 
Lawyere I want to let you know that I appreciate that fact 
and if these rules of evidence are invoked J will try not te 
violate them 

YR. CAYALES? You are talking about the Black Lists? 

A JI think they were called a black lists and the name of ary 
“exican who wes suspicioned by any men of standing in the 
valley or even half way standing whe would report the fact that 
& certain Mexican was a bad mexican wouwld be placed upon one of 
those lists and it was a common rumor and report, and it was 
true, tha in most instances that Mexican would disappear. 

Q Evaporéte as they call it here? 

A If he would learn that his name was tarned in his course of 
course would be to take a refuge across the river, If he did 
net learn it-he was usually--he would disappear some other way. 

Q Mr. Creager during thmt time did you happen to see some of those 
mexicans, mus mekilled or their dead bodies of Mexicans that had 


been killed; ¥ refer you more or less to the incident righ: j..ar 
Hbenezex? 

A Mr, Canales Y did not see those bodies. Te local manager in 
charge of Yeadquarters and three or four of his men found those 
hodies. You 2re referring to the five bodies who were found 
wath empty beer bottles stuck in their mouths? 

Q Yes. 

AY did not see those bodies myself. 

Q De you knw of apy specifia instance of mistreatment or bad sone 
duct of the Rangers of your own personal knowl edce? 

A As an Attorney up until the last few years I practiced Criminal 
Law and up until the last 2 years % had cccasion to go into a 
number of cases where there were gomplaints mde azainst the 
Hangers in an efideavor either to get people out of jail or into 
an inwestigation of kiilincs and 60 om-yes. 

Q W411 you mention any one of those instances? 

A I believe that Mr-e Canales that the most, one of the most oute 
rageous @ases Of violation of law which I know in this conned- 
tion was perpetrated by Capt. Ganders, Wis men and some deputy 
Sheriffe in Cameron County, 

Q Ts he now in the service? 

A My understanding is that he is. 

Q Go ahead and relate that inocidenteeit is very pertinent? 

A There was a man by the nam of Vavenio for whom the Rangers and 
the Sheriffs Department had a warrant. The man my recollection 
is charged with Statutory rape. on a certain night they went in 
a cliy “ack to a house in the outskizxts of Brownsville and there 
eaptured this man. There ws some four or five or maybe six, 2 
don’t know the exact mmber of Rangers and Deputy Sheriffs in 
the hack, They caught this man in this ouse and started inte 
town with him in the hack, Thay were met by three city polices 
men on horseback, The Haak was without lights, this was along 


probably towards midnicht or considerably after dark, The 
three policement called to the hackdriver to light his lights 
it being against the aity ordinance fer hacks to be on the 
street without lichts and the reply I doen't know but at all o 
vents it was not satisfactory and the Pelice rede in front ef 
the Yack to stop it whereupon they were fired upon by those 
inside of the haok and one of the policement by the name of 
Toribio Rodrigues my recollection is was shot through the 

axm and fell from his horse. The three policemen at onse took 
their heels and fled. Rodriguez went to his home and went te 
bed and sent for Dr. Stell of Brownsvill e who treated his am 
and put him tc bed. Yn an hour or so later Capt. Sanders 
probably three or four of his Rangers, two or three enyway and 
at least 2 deputy sheriffs, they being Manuel Saldena and Andres 
Uresti, = don't knew whether he was a Depty Sheriff or Ranger, 
my impression is that he had been both, J don't know what he 
was at this time, ® was one or the ot ‘er. Some six or seven 
of thos men went to the house of Toribio fodricuez with rifles 
in their hand and fereed their way into the Yousee The woman 
of the house was screaming and took this man Roribio Rodriquez 
barefoot partiablly clothed out of bed and started to tom with 
him walking. This must have been close to midniant. After 
walking a little morethan a bleck from the house from whisk he 
was taken he was shot throuch the back, Cne Hanger was walking 
on either side of him ad all of them were together in one bodyy 
He was shot through the tack by one member of the party whom 
this man in his dying declaration stated was this party you 
Uxesti, the bullet entered his back under the Shoulder Blade 
and came out in Wis chest. Ye was then placed in a city hack 
seated in the bottom of the hack with his feet hanging out and 
earried to the County Jail. From the Jail he was afterwards 
carried to the City Sanitarium and his people came to me early 


the next mornin asking that Y get to him and find out his 
condition. Thy Rad been forbidden access to him. 1 summoned 
Dre Lowe who was then city health officer and went out to the 
nospital and found an armed man on enunard who said that he had 
orders that no one was to be permitted to see the mane Wi thout 
going into details of what passed between us, I told him I was 
going to see theman, that 7 was his Atterney and that the Doo 
tor with me was hig physician and that we were coinc to see him 
We forced our way paet this man and did see him. JY took kis 
dying de@laration, @ copy of which T have. The original of this 
decharation,-this is a carbon written up from the Criginalee 
Tt is a typewritten copy from the “rieinal which I wrete out 
in my own handwriting. The original J turned over to the Dipe 
trict Attorney Kre Keberg to endeavor to have these Rangers 
anc Deputy Sveriffs indicted for this murder. The Sheriff af 
the County at that time was an exeranger, an ex sergeant of 
the Rangers, and it was impossible to do anything. They could 
secure no indictment to the best of my kmwledge, no indict 
ment was ever returned; if there was nothing was ever done 
about it. I do not assert that positively; It is possible 
that some indictment was returned. If so I never nad know) edge 
of it- No one was ever puné¢dhed for this. 
SENATOR WITTs When did that occur? 

A That occurred on November llth 1912. 

Q You say ome of those men ie still in the Ranger Service today? 

A Yes six, to the best of iy knowledge and information, Capt. 
Sanders. 

Q De you know the name of any other Rancexrs? 

A I de net know the name of any other Rangers at that time, I knew 
the names of 611 who were in the party ani their , but their 
nares are not ith me tow. 


Q@ “ave you came in contact with some of the Rancers who have been 


atationed at Brownsville in the last year or so? 

A Only in @ generel way. 

Q What is their appearance? 

A Only the appearance of the average Rancerx. 

Q Desaribe then? 

A Of course there is @ variation in their physical appearande. 
Trey ueually are dressed as you ordinarily see Rancera dressed. 

Q Do they carry their pistols? 

A Always, of course. 

Q It is Being said here that they don'teedo they carry their pise 
tole’ 

A It is universal, to my knowledge, I camot recall seeing a 
Ranger on the streets of Brownsville that has not either ‘if 
aun in eiett under his coat where it can very easily beseen 
er frequently they wear these short coats where it can easily 
be seen. 

Q Do they parade the streets that way? 

A T don't say they parade the streetsesth@e are on the streets 
that way, 

Q In regaxds to theiy VKabita about drinking ‘when we had 
psulcons-eof course now? 

A On feas the headquarters of the Ranger forve in Brownsville 
were at the Suloens in Brownsville, prmotiocally up to the times 
they would glose. J think tere was an order issued shortly 
pefore the closing of the saloons forbidding a Ranger going into 
these Saloons, I am net sure about that. I think there was some 
improvement in that resp at, but during the many years my age 
quaintance with the Manger foxee has existed the headquarters 
of the Ranger Foroe were in the Saloons at Brownsville. You 
understand when J say headqearters, J mean that if any man wante 
ed to find a Ranger he would go to & s&loon to find him 


Q Have you ever seen them drunk or under gonditions that world 
indicate that they were under the influence of Liquox? 

A Oh yes, I saw one instance that I have, I don't know that I 
could give you the name of the individual that JI have seen 
drunk in fact in most instanceg IT do not know the names of these 
men at all. I know them as Rangers by their reputations. Thay 
wear guns and are dressed as such but Y don't suppose that J 
mow personally one in ten to have @ personal asaquaintance with 
them 

Q Is it not a fact that recently within the last four or five months 
Gur city police have had @ great deal of trouble in suppressing 
trouble and disorderly conduct of Rangers in Brownsville, rete 
taurants and otherwise? 

A TI have that by hear say that they Wave had scme trouble, that 
tesy have been drunk at a place called Wongo . 

Q Hat is that? 

A Theat is a Vexican dance hall. Understand this is purest heam 
say with me. 

Q What is a Yonago? 

AA Mexican dance hall. 

Q What kind ef clase? 

A The lowest ol2es. 

Q Were you in Brownsville last week during the tim that T under 
stand they had a great bigq mess meeting with regard with wnat is 
knowm as the Canales 5411? 

AT don't know whether J wes in town on that particular day or 
not. J know of the alledzed mass meeting, 

Q Vere you there? 

A Y was not. 

Q Do you know the eize of that meeting, whether it was & repree 

3H Q sentative meeting or not? 


UR. NIGHT: He says he was not there. 


UR CANALES: From hearsay or otherwise, from commen 
repoxt? 

THE CHATHWAN: Probably Mr. CarAles you had better 
let someone who was there tesfify? 

MR. GANALES: Do you knovof anybody that was there? 

THE CHATR¥ANS The Gentleman says that he was not 
there. Buprose you get someone that was there and let's get 
throuek with this, 

WR. CANALES; Do you know the sentiment in Brownge 
ville today with regard to the Rancers, the attitude and webe- 
there or not they should be phaced under bonde 
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would say that a very larze percentage of the Fepulation believe 

in keerfgs the Ranger force in existence but believe that there 

should be strict regulations and strict restraints thrown about 
them such ap have not existed in the paste 

Q With regard to the bond feature? Mr. Creacer as to wheth@e or 
not that feature should go in in omer to restrain them from 
unlawful acts? 

A This matter has been up only a comparatively short time, and to 
say JY imow the sentiment of the community of that particular 
feature would be ‘tard. Y can only give you my opinion en it 
is tWat, well JY would have to repeat what J said a moment ago. 
undoubtadly a areat majority of our citizens think there should 
be stringent restrictions and regulations and amone those with 
whom I have talked the sentiment tm is pract ically unanimous 
that they should be pi wed under a reagormble bond- 

Q De you think thet would destroy their effiot enscy? 

A It would to a certain extent Mr. Canales. Let's take a spegie 

fic casey A ranger ie out looking for a hopee theif and he 

meets & man thé fits the desoription of, that he has fairly 
well and riding a horse that fits the deseription of the stolen 
horse; he has no one at the time for this man. Now it is cuse 
tomaxy, and inéeed slong the border ft 4s almost necessary 


that they Wave a certain amount of latitude in detaining that 
mane Kow I cansee that a bond might have the effect from yer 
straining that Ranger for fear that he would arrest the wrong 
mane On the other hand if there is anything in that fundamer 
tal principle that it ie better that ninety nine euilty men 
zo free than that one innocent man suffer that is not a real 
objection. 

Q Is it not a fact that under the law today you can arrest a pexm 
son on suspicion when you have reascn to believe that the oule 
prit will escare, without a warrant I mean? 

A Tyat is the law, yes sir. 

Q So really it is not objectionable unless it is an exceptional 
and extraordinary case? 

A I do not think taat with a level minded peace officer a bond 
would seriously handicap Wis activity, It would to a certain 
extent, but J think the evil of being without bond and such 
is straining influences or greater than if they were placed 
under that restrraining influence by being placed under bond. 

Q T will ask you if in that country when an officer, Ranger or 
otherwise, does his duty, he is backed by the best element in 
that community? 

A Ko doubt about that. Take sugh men as Cant. Huehes, there is 
aman that is universally loved along that border:and respected. 
He is one of the highest clase peace officers we have ever had 
in Texas, ‘Ye was a ranger ami operated along that horder for 
probably twenty years and 4e is respected and highly regarded. 

Q Do you remember the time that JI was supporting him for Sheriff 
of my County? 

A Yessixe 

Q@ be you ever Nave occasion to go to Fatamoras? 


ER. EMEGHT; Vey bt please the Committee, I hope you 


you will mark the injeetion inte the proceedings of Mr. Canales 
poldtical affiliations. It is a matter rey have some 
thine to introduce in contradiction. Y¥ have no obj ection to ite 
Y nope he will co farther. 

MR. CANALES: JI don't understand. 

THE CHATHYAR;: Go ahead, 

Yr. CANALES! Js he making a 1ittie speech out there? 

Te CHATRMAN: Just inregard to your proposition that 
you supported Capt. Bushes for Sherfff at one time, 

#R, CANALES: Have you occasion to go inte Vexiag, 
*etamomes on your professional business, socially or on buse 
{ness with regard to intercourse between he two sides, frbendly 
sides? 

A Yes YT am well acquainted in Matamoras and along the Mexican 
Bowler, the lower frontier. 

Q What i the feeling that those people have towards us on account 
of various outrages perpetrated on Mexicans and Mexican pegple 
of Fexican descent and tha fact tht the culprits have never 
heen brought to justice? 

VR. KNIGHT: I don't know gentlemen of the Comittee 
whether you care to let this investisation take on internatione 
al propertions or not. We have no objection. 

THE CHAIRVANs Y think it ie covering a large terrie 
tory Judge. 

MR. CANALES; Before you rule on that you will see 
the vertinency of this mtterz. 

SENATOR PACE: Mr. Creager is your witness. J don't 
suppose that the Adjutant General's Department and the Ranger 
Foree yave heen advised of the fact that you were goinc down to. 
find cut what the opiniones are in Mexico and sonsequently if 
you prove by Mr. Creager that in Nekino that he has found people 


hostile to the poeple of Texas am the Reager force vow woul 4 
these people be able to refute that, They would not have an 
opportunity, consequently it is not in line for you to go into 
it. 

WR, CANALES: It was on this account Mr. Chad rman 
and Senator thit we answer we necessarily are a border country 
there and we have our neighbors across the river that in order 
to keep peace on this side I think thateedudze Knight has made 
his speeches, perhaps I ought to be pexmitted to make a few. 

TY: CHATRKAN: You are getting out of our juriddiotion 
ATL WEY « 

YR, CAMALES: Myr, Creager “ave you ssent hat picture? 
(Tania witness a photograph which witness examines) 

A Yes. 

Q@ Yave you seen it eixraulated in the City of Brownsville, State 
of Texas United “tates of America, have you? 

A It was sold wherever they sebl these picture post cards in Browrs 
ville. 

Q What effect did that have en the Mexican population in Browne 
ville, those pictures? 

fR. KNIGHT: Y don't know now, 7 don't understand now 
that Mr. Ureager has qualified as an expert on Rigor mortag and 
things of that sort or anything about things of that kind or not 
Tt seems that some of the boys Wave some dead men theree 

TH: CMATR¥AN; Will you undertake to say that eigher 
of those pictures represent a mon in the Feanzer Bbervide? 

UR CANALES: Yes and some of them nave heen discharien 
ei. (ne name fis on the list of Special Hancerse 

T= CHATRMAR; Which one? 

MR. CANALES; It is jn there, and the other 4s Gapt. 
Fox who wes discharged on acccunt of hie brutality by the Ad~ 


Jutant Beneral. MWayhe the Adjutant General will recognize them 


GENERAL HARLEY: I cannot reoornize apy of than exoept 
Capt. Vox. 

WR. KWYG4T: %Y wonder if there is any photograph 
rresenting a post death scene of Mr. Wells or Commission 
Vates and a great many othera down tvere. 

MWR. CAVALES: Now you say these pictures were sold 
as Postal Carde in Brownsville 
Yes six. 

It was during the tims of the bandit trbohbe was it not? Wat 
effect did that have with regard with placating the bandit 
tmeuble or inciting the bandit troudl e? 

ER. KNIGHT: Just a moment. Thatmicht have been a 
very indiscreet thing. It may illustrate the morhid condition 
on the border, Put unless it is shown thet the Raneer Service 
was commercialfved with business T do not think it is vertinent 
nere. 

SENATOR PAGE What do you think shout them permitting 
thefr pictures to be taken in that situation? 

YR. KNTGHTs J think they did tremenduously wrong dut 
you know as moh about the situation as you will ever know, 

THz CYATRYANt J am going to say this; The fact of 
these pictures having been mde, whether or not they reprasent 
any ef the Rancer Yoree will he leeitimate inquiry but as to 
whit Mr. Oreazers opinion might be as to the probably effect 
on the Berder ovr on any of the inhabitants of tniat country, 

Y do not think would be proper. 

MR. KXIGHT; In order to abbreviate patters as I une 
derstand it, every; one of these men have been discharged and if 
they have not been dischargedthey will be haypooned as soon as 
he is krown. We have seen that picture and you have seen it 
and why waste time. 

MR, CANALES: I believe Judze night should not be 
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permitted to meke a speech every time I ask a question. I bee 
lieve he ought to be confined to the rules of making obj eations 
and not be permitted to make a speeek about these imperial knights 
that he speaks arout every time. 

THE CHATRFANs They are both exnerienced men and can 
observe the rules, The chair sustains your obj ation to the 
questionas aeked. 

WR. CAVAI.ES3 QYou stated these pictures were largely 
circulated in Rrewnsville and vicinity? 

A They were on sale at public post card stands in Brownsville, 

Q Mave you seen one in the Newspapers? 

A J do not recall seeing one in the newspapers, there might have 
been. % Do you recognize any one of those men in there ? This 
is an enlargement that I made of the same picture. (Exhibits in 
Large Ficture) | 

A I know two of those men, the one onthe left and the one on the 
rient. 

Q Name them please? 

A The one on the ‘eft is a Tamer Y think, that is fox. The one 
on the right is Tom Tate who was rqiced in Brownsville. The one 
in the middle ¥ don't know. 

Q Ysn't Tom Tate tumt xsemk now on the Ranger Force and has been on 
the Rancer Force? 

A Yes he has been. It is my understanding that he is either a 
Ranger or Special ‘anger now, but I rather would not answer that, 

GEN RAL WARLEY: I will state also this is not the 1lis¢ 

@f Special Rancers now, but special Rangers that were. They werg 
@ll discharged on January ist. Fox hasbeen discharged, was dise 
charmed last yeare 

YR. CANALES: As soon as TI find the bed men they always 
gay he hag been discharged. 


Q@ Y asked you whether the pictures, as you find then in that. 
picture, is tat not the attitude how the Rangers will co out 
riding their horses and walking the street 2s you find then now? 

GENSRAY. HARLEYS Will you confine yourself te the 
times 

Q I say now; isn't that they way they wear their pistols? 

A Yes. 

Qq ¥R. KXIGRT: Always hes been, and since you were & 
consid. 

TH RCYATREANE Judge kindly lets conduct this examina 
tion in order. Ye are roing tc insiet that you do so. I doen't 
want to be unkind about the mtter, this stenographer can only 
write after one man at a time while ‘r. Canales is conducting 
the examination. 

A Answering your question Mre Canales, I say it is a fairly tye 
pical picture of the Ranger out on Yorseback today or at any 
time during the 1sst 20 years. JY don't mean witha rope ayound 
amybody. 

Q Do you mow whether or not the Rangers have taken an accumte 
part in the election intimidating voters? 

¥R. YNIGST: Ys there any charge of that kind? 

[7 CHATTVAN: Ves, the chartes cover that too, dat 
we would ask Mr. Crearer to testify to his owm knowledge. 

A We Weve always combaint of that Mr. danales and my om know 
ledee of it goes to this, that on elections, JI will have to 
give you a little explanation there possibly. Sora number of 
years there was what was known as the independent party, it 
controlled and still contrvolls the City of Brownsville. ‘The 
County affairs were controlled by the 10081 demgcratic muhine, 

ag’? Yor quite a number of years there was a very bitter fight on bee 
tween these factions and I will say that continued until ¥,D, 
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Yawrion heeame Chief of Police of the City and %.7. Vann be» 
came Sheriff and from that time forward those condifons ceased 
to exists and tne friendlifest condition exint now hetween those 
‘0 hedies of pence cfficers but up to that time the Rangers 
were alfened actively with the Sheriffs Department wild was 
part of the local democra'ia machine and thay vere used on I 
lections arcund the polliine places, The effect of such use bee 
jing to intimidate opposing voters, 

You have been around those elections yoursel f? 

y have alwavs for years taken a very active interest in them 
And you have seenthem yourself around the polls? 


T wave, 
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Didn't vou stmatime hyve some words with them in order to hold 
tham in check from violation of the Law? 

A Yes in a number of instances T hare had words with than T have 
never that 7 can recoll ect of been threatened or anything of 

that kind but T have had words with them, protested against their 


conduct around the polls and se one 


EXANTNGG BY MR. KNIGIT; ‘You are a native Texan? 

A Yes, I was born in Waco. 

Q Yow lone have you known Capt. Yansone 

A Capt. Jansen 1 ‘aveknown for possibly, ch in the nei ehborncod 
of 15 years. 

Q Ye has been 4 reace officer a larsre portion of that time in Texe 
as? 

A YT knew Capt. Aansen first as & Reputy United States Marghall and 
subsequentiy as I'mited States Karsheall and then again in the Tm 
fer service, 

%& This regalia «s shown there of the Mangers you say is conven 
tio al and has heen 211 the years of vour recollection? 


A You mean the appearance of tuem? 
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Q The a,pearance of them, yes? Practically as it always 
has been? 

A Summer time in the warm weather whenever they have their 
coats off. 

Q The costume ig just as they have , as it always has been 
since the days of Captain Hayes? 

A Yes, since I have known anything about it. 

Q Back to Captain Hanson: Are you acquainted with his 
conduct of the various places of trust that he hes filled and 
hie efficiency and devotion to the public interest as to being a 
peace officer and an officer of the government? 

A Yes; I was first U. S. Commissioner while Captain Hanson 
was U. S. Marshal. I subsequently became collector of customs 
while he vas U. S. Marshal and consequently was thrown fairly 
intimately in touch with him official during those years, 

Q What is your opinionow of him as a man and as an officer 
and as a captain of the Rangers? 

A I regard him highly. 

Q@ Is he or not a man entirely devoted to duty? 

A TI have so found. 

Q And controlled hy e high sense of integrity of purpose? 

A fThet is my belief, Mr. Knight. I don't think Captain 
Hanson is an angel by any means, and I think he is one of the 
best men that hee been connected with the Rancer depsrtment in 
a great many yearee 

Q@ A man must not be too angelic to f111 that position, 
must he? 

A Wo, sir. 

Q If he was you would not want him? A good many of those 
matters to which you have deposed antedated the present adminis- 
tration? 


A Yes, sir, 


® Both of Captain Hanson snd General Harley and even the 
present Governor? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Has there or not been perceptible improvement in that 
very essential department of the government since the regime 
of General Harley and Captain Hanson? 

A I am inclined to believe there has. I want to say 
further in that connection, now, here again of necessity a large 
part of my kmowledge is hearsay, and yet it is such heargay as 
will enable any reasonable man to form a just opinion. 

Q Yes. 

A It is my understanding that Captain Eanson, for instance, 
since he hes been connected with the Rangers hes been one of 
the prime causes of the discharge of a whole Kanger company 
which perpetrated some outrage in West Texes. I have had 
numerous conversetions with him ebout the EFangers and their 
activites since he has been connected with the Adjutant Genere 
al's department and he has expregsed such sentiments as lead 
me to think that he has the right ideas about the handling of 
the Ranger force. 

© And you believe he will do it? 

A I é@o. So fer as any man is able to. The great trouble 
is, he is not actually over the men who are in the field, 

@ There has always existed more or less turbulent con- 
ditions elong that border down there? 

A There has been more impressions among the average 
Texans along that subject,- up to the time the Mexican revo- 
lution started there was never a more ffiendly people on earth 
than the Mexicens on the Mexican side of the river and the 
Americans on the Amerioan side. The Mexican authorities co- 
operated freely with the American authorities and there was 
no refuge on either side of the river because if a Mexican 


went to that side of the river they were arrested there. We 


had no such condition as developed there during the bandit 
outrages and the only thing that permitted the handit outrages 
to develope ras the fact that thet cooperation between the 
authorities on the two sides did not eats our local pease 
officers follored the wrong policy of trying to terrorize the 
Mexicans, local peace officers and Rangers particularly, 
trying to terrorize the Mexican ponulstion on our site of the 
river and intimidated them, and as a result the Mexicans og 
the Hexican side became very indignant and they got to the 
noint finally where the genersl in command, General Nafarattd 
was s00perating mth those corssing the river. We might have 
had a thousend Xangers in Cameron County without stopping 
those ontrages. The only way they vere stopved wes a lot of us 
get to gethor and having a conference witn the officials of the 
Carranza government and General Carranza and General Carranza 
sent his own nephew, Colonel Rico to take command there and they 


began to cooperate with us and there was no other raids aeress 
that river. 

© Since the revolution against Diaz started there has been 
more or less turbulent conditions? 


A Yes, there have. 

Q@ hat is in connection with Internationsl complications, 
there hus always been more or 1eS8 complicxtions from a political 
stand peint? 

A Yes. 

Q Your local situation as to peace offivers is very much 
improved? 

4 That is as good as any in the State of Texas. 

G ‘That has evolved through a long process and has recently 
been obtcined? 

Don A Yes, sir. 
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& <A process of imporvement along the lines of humanity 


hes taken charge of the Rangers now under Captain Hanson's 
administration? 

A would not say that. I think you have largely the 
game type of men in the Ranger service now that you hed ten 
years ago and until you devise some means of throving a Freaq 
traint around their operations, these young men, hot blooded 
young fellows without much education, men who are willing to 
go out and risk their lives for forty, fifidy or sixty dollars 
e month and lead the kind of lives they do, are not the type 
of men you want to entrust the livea and properties of the 
citizens to without throwing around them some safeguard. We 
would be infinitely better off without the Renger force unlesa 
you have sone restraint thrown around them that vill proteet 
the citizens of the State more than it has in the last twenty 
years. 

& You take the type of red blooded young fellow like 
that, are they, or not, about the only type ve cen get that can 
contend with those conditions down there, that have a reekless 
disregard of their orm well being, and so forth, such as to 
successfully contend with conditions dorn there? 

A Mr. Xnight, I think by very materially increasing the 
pay of the Renger force you would get a better cless of men on 
it. 

& The pay would have to be considerably increased, wouldn't 
it? “ake for instance, Col. Slocum was on the atend; I believe 
he sai@ he had four or five thousand men down there and he sould 


not accomplish the seme results with his four or five thousand 


that was accomplished by the kangers; they have military disciplime 


and all that and he confesses his inability to cope with the 
situation, and the Kangers could? 

A Don't get me for a moment as saying thet the Rangers 
have not done many good things. I don't want to leave that 
impression with the Committee eat all; but in the main, there 


being no restraint about them has caused them to do such a multi- 
tude of things I actually believe they have dore more harm on 
that frontier since the yesra' of my boyhood than they heve Bone 
good, heve done more to stir up trouble than to stop it. 

Q@ You think their reign down there in the lest twenty 
years has done more harm than good? 

A I actually think that to be true, 

G@ Are you in favor of abolishing them? 

A No, sir, I am not. I think a police force off that 
kind is probably still necessary in Texas, but it 1s up to the-. 
wisdém of this Legislature to throw such restraints about them 
even st the expense of somewhat handicapping their effiotleney, 

to throy such restraints ebout that ag will protect the citi- 
zens. If they cannot do that they had better abolish them, 

G You sey there is two factions down there in politicos? 

A Pardon me, hr. Knight,- we used to have a fight on 
between vhat we called the Jim Wells crowé down there and the 
opposition crowd,- now Bhat fight has gotten around to a point 
where we heve gotten a jot of pretty satisfactory local officers 
in on both sides, both city and county, and it is about over. 

G& How about any other counties down there? 

A Now, then the fight now, I am very glad to say, has 
gotten into the ranks of you Demoorats and we Republicans ean 
sort of etand on the side lines and watch you sorap. 

G@ Mr. Canales asked you about the Ranger force dowmm there: 
On which side dié Mr. Canales ally himself with? 

A Hr. Cansles was originally with what we called the Wells’ 
crowd, 

Q@ Just one queation there: Did the Wells' crowd ,you think, 
ever in any way intercede, request or by indireetion claim the 
presence of any of the Rangers at any of the polle in the last 
twenty-- 

A Oh, constantly, and all the time. 


3 
icieee 


€ At whose instance would the Kangers be et those polls? 

A At the instance of either Judge ‘ells or some of his 
lieutenants. I want to assy this in fairness, I see what you are 
Sriving at. I will say it in fairness and frankness, since I 
have known Nr. Canales he has been an opponent of the Rangers. 

“Re CANAGHS: You mean an opponent in which way? 

A I mean that he did not approve of their conduct and acts. 
He has so stated to me. 

@ Has that been constant, the constant attitude of Mr. 
Canales? 

A Yes, I think so, I have heard hin oriticize them time 
and againe 

& Do you know dr. Canales' attitude with reference to 
Captain Hanson in the last few years? 

A No, 1 do not. I have understood that he has had some 
differences with Captain Hanson but the details of those dif~ 
ferences I am not acquainted with. 

Q I will ask you to state, Mr. Crearver, if the Ranger foree, 
since the last election, have not acted down there in the matter 
of an attempt to unearth supposedly eleation irregularities and 
frauds? 

A They have. The Ranger force has heen very active during 
the last three or four or five months, probably in connection 
with this Glasscoek-Parr contest. 


Q The ourrent has reached the capitol here now. I will ask 


you to state if Mr. Canales or any of his crowd ever made you an at- 


tatk on the Ranger force, a public or raganized effort, such as 
this is, prior to that election in November? 

A I do not think such a fight as this, such a contest as 
this--I don't think "fight" is the word for it,has ever arisen 


in Texas before. [I have heard Mr, Canales from the platform 


in public speeches in Cameron county condemn the Rangers and 
their conduct. 

Q Vo you understand Spanish? 

A Yes, I speak {t nearly as well as I do English, 

@ Those speeches Mr. Canales mde in Spanish or English? 

A In both; we would have Mexican audiences and American 
audiences, 

Q You spoke of a unhappy instances in which Captain Sanders 
was in company with certain local officers; that was ea number 
of years ago? 

A Yes. By the way, I would like to leave with this 
Committee thet copy of this dying declaration. 

WR. CANALES: I would like to introduce it in evidence. Also 
those piotures in evidence. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Do you care to read that, lir. Creager? 

MRe CREAGSK: I will @0 so. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You may read it in connection with your 
testimony. 

DYING DECLARATION 
toe 7 3 1°o RODRIGUEZ 
read in evidence by Mr. Creager. 
"Brownaville, Texas. 
"Nov. 12, 1912. 
"2:55 Fe Me 
"tT heard a shot and went near the ‘res Puentes, and 
there was Guadalupe and Santos, nolicemen. All very dark. 
Soon a carriage came, its light being out. I told them to 
light the lamps. They went on, The occupants of the hack 
gaid they could not light lamps. Cursed me. I heard shots, 
one of which knocked me off my horse. They went off and I 
went home. The only wound I then received being one in 
my erm. I then went to my home. I fell. Dr. Stell saw me 
there. They came to my house, They were washing the wound 


with Turpentine. I then went to sleep, barefooted. Then the 
Rangers and Manuel Saldana, and Andres Uresti camé, They 
got me out of the house, and then one of them shot me in 
the beck. I think it was Uresti. The Captain of the Rangers 
said that 1£ I @id not have enough with that to die, they 
vould give me moree After that they took me to jail,in a 
hack, putting me on the step of the coach, I seated in the 
of the coach with my feet on the step. The shot given me 
through the back was given after they took me from the 
house. When Dr. Stell examined me I only had the wound in 
the arinne I understand and helieve I am going to dle. 
his 
"Toribio x Rodriguez” 
mark 
“Witnesses 
"Harry Xalman Loew. 
"He L. D. Kirkhan. 
"5. Le Rentfro. 
"Me A. Saldana, Sr. 


"Re Be. Creager." 
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Q Neither of those men are in the force nor? 
A The only one Y know in the force !s Sanders. 


Q He ia not one of those presént when he ras shot in the 


A He is one of those present when he was chot in the back, 

Q It was the other man thet he said shot him? 

A ‘The carriage episode ccourred first. This man was shot 
in the erm and rent home: subsequently the Captain and his men 
and deputy sheriffs went to his house and he was shot in the 
back after he was taken out of his house. 

Q Isn't it a fact that the average Mexican there refers to 
all peace officers as Rangers? 

A No, sir; they usually know the local peace officers 
through Living in the same little towns with them. 


Q I thought--- 

A No, sir; they knov the distinction wery clearly. 

Q Which one was it he seid fired the shot em he thought 
that killed hin? 

A Uresti. I think Andreas Uresti was a deputy sheriff 
at that time; I am not sure. 

GENERA’. HAKLEY: Ue is not in the tianger service now? 

A Oh, no. I don't think he has been on in the Ranger 
service, if at all, for ten yesers, for five or ten years. 

“. KNICHT: You say, of course, and quite correctly, that 
outrages have occureed as a matter of fact, that has charactere 
ized the eniire developement of our Texes civilivation, beginning 
at the lorth and going on around? 

A Beyond any question. It has reached the stage when it 
ought to be stopped. 

Q@ There has been a great many white men killed down there 
too? 

A Well, of course by a great many, I don't believe there 
has been as meny white men killed on that trontier in the last 
ten years as there has heen in your city of Dallas. 

q That is bad enough, if it is as bad as that, Lord! 

A There hss been no wild frontier, Judge, until during 
these bandit outrages. That is the only time since I was a 
child seven years old when we had dangerous conditions, 

Q Are you familiar with thet Nortas raid? 

Yes, sir. 
When was that? 


During the bandit trouble in 1915, I believe, 
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That wae en attack of a real military size? 
A The best estimation I could learn, there were cover 


one hundred men in that raid, armed with military rifles. 
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Q How many men were killed in that raid? 

A I think five; five Americans, soldiers I think, 

Q You are familiar with the recent, comparatively recent, 
in the last year, of the assassination of Mr. Frank Martin 
down there on that rench? 

A Yes, I know of thet, of course. 

Q You know of the raid on the Hast ranch? 

A TI know of it, yes, sir. 

Q When was it? 

A That was in refent years. 

Q That was last year, wasn't it? That, likewise, was a 
raid that assumed the proportions of a real military attack, 
didn't it? 

A My recollection is that involved a less number but it 
was quite a fight. 

Q Not quite as large as the Norias raid? 

A dust a moment. I am confusing the Norias raid with 
an attack on the Amerioan soldier patrol in Hidalgo County. 

In the Horias raid there were probably, I believe the evidence 
whowed forty or fifty involved in that. 

Q I am going to get to that. That up there involved some- 
thing like a hundred? What was the arm of the law whose duty it 
was, or rather, whé 412, #0 far as it was done, ferret out 
those outrages? Was it, or not, the Rangers? 

A ‘The Rangers made every effort within their power, I 
believe, to ferret out who did it. 

Q You spoke of a "bleck list." That means a list of bed 
men, as best they could get them on their list? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q You spoke of them frequenting a questionable resort there 
--the “tango-poneo" or something? 


4 I understood, again by hearsay, that recently some Rangers 


and deputy sheriffs were drunk at this hongo. 

Q as a matter of fact, if any of those bandits 
should be skulking around in that oountry they would be 
more likely to find them at the joints, would they, or not, 
wouldn't it be common and good espionage service to look out 
for them in those kind of places? 

A The bandits would hardly frequent a public dance hall. 
They would probably be a little more careful about showing 
themselves where a hundred or so people are congregated together. 

Q That was Captain Taylor's company: they have all been 
discharged anyhow, haven't they? 

A I understand that they have, but understand me,- this 
recent drunken spree I am talking of occurred recently, since 
that company was discharged. 

Q Do you know when that was? 

A tf think in the last three or four weeks. I think Captain 
Vann, our sheriff, could tell you about that. 

Q He is here? 

A Yes. My information about thet is hearsay, and has 
very little weight. 

Q You remember that raid of Villa in Arizona and New Mex- 
feo? In addition to those conspicuous, organized attacks that 
I called your attention to, there were a grect number of individual 
bad cheracters that drifted beckwards and forwards across that 
border? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And the conditions by reason of those,- and again there 
was---The part of prudence would suggest to the Ranger forde 
to be on the alert constantly for fear of some other organized 
raid as well as for the individual bad man; now they would 
necessarily be constantly on the alert and knowing the charaoter 


of those men they would sometimes probably act too hastily ani 


do a wrong, but if they were under bond, if they were handi- 
capped, and even if they could make the bond, wouldn't that 
practically destroy their efficiency in the matter of being 
ready to apprehend and capture those skulking culprits or to 
resist forcibily anyhow the attacks of the organized bands, 
wouldn't largely destroy the very fact of the Ranger service? 

A My opinion is it would not. We are not now in any wise 
troubled by the bandits’ raids; that is a thing that hae been 
gone for two or more years. These is disultory stealing from 
across the river,- come acrogf and steal a few head of mules 
or horses and taking them back across the river. The Mexicangz 
authorities have during the last couple of years been cooperat- 
ing fairly well with our local authorities,mt the point IT wanted 
to make in connection with thet, the matter to which you refer 
is that through the conduct of the Rangers and i111 advised 
local constanulary that followed the lead of the Rangers, they 
simply multiplied the number of bandits with whom we had to 
contend. They would go out and hang them to trees until practi- 

cally dead, or would shoot ail Jea¥e.dead on the ground some 

Mexican, who was as innocent as you, who had never been in 
Brownsville, the result of that wae you would make that maz's 
brothers and relatives for two or three generations bandita or 
potential bandits. They would say, "You Americans are doing 
nothing to protect us and there is nothing left for ua to da but 
to become bandits." I have seen ranches in ruins, burning, 
several matches that they set a match to them and burned then. 

Q Who would do that? 

A ‘The Rangers and local officers. 

QQ Do you know of anvy instance where the Kangers did that? 

A I was not with them but I know that the Rangers took the 
lead in that sort of thing along with local peace officers who 


were just as much to blame, 


Q Ien't it a fact that the citizens themselves of some 
of them 414 some of those things? 

A Yes, although the citizens never 414 those things 
unless under the encouragement and protection of Rangers and 
local officers; that the Rangers were involved deeply in that 
sort of thing there is no shadow of doubt. 

Q TI rather agree with you in your forecast and theory 
in regard to those matters and I am heartily in accord with 
you but at the same time isn't it more a condition that has 
confronted this sountry in the last three or four years than ea 
theory,- hasn't the very situation itself warranted the ex- 
tremes? 

A Absolutely not. In fact the older citizens all say this,they 
that know the Mexican people intimately and well, knew that cours e 
of conduct that was being followed there was absolutely the worst 
thing in the world that could happen to the frontier because 
they were multiplying the bandits, those who would want to go 
out to get revenge for the killing of their relatives, and we 
aid everything we could to stop it, and this conduct did nothing 
to stop it. It was increasing constantly, thet flame was, grov- 
ing higher, until we secured the removal of the commander of 
Matamoras and replaced him with a man who would cooperate with 
the men on this side. The very moment we deprived them of 
that refuge those raids and outrages stopped, 


Q The raid at Columbus, that was not a continuation of 


that kind, was it? 


A T know as much about that as you do, from the papers. 

Q That Tom Sast affair, thet actually took Tom Sast as a 
hostage for a while, did they not? 

A My recollection is that a hostage, - my recollection 
about that is confused. I believe they had some one as a hostage 
there,- I won't say, what I saw in the papers just es you did; 


I know about that as much as you do, from the papers. I don't 
remember the details at all. 
Q You remember the assassination, the killing of Ranger 
Shaw, 40 you not? 
A When 414 that occur? 
Last year? 
Where was it? 


Q 
A 
Q And Ranger Timberlake, at Brownsville? 
A Below Brownsville. 

Q Ranger Shaw, Timberlake and Cunningham? 

A Yes, I remember that. 

Q How many white people have been killed down in that 
country would you say in the last three or four years? 

A Including those and those that were killed during the 
bandit troubles? 

Q Yes. 

A Probably twenty. 

Q You say you think that probably ninety per cent. of 
the Mexicans that were killed were innocent of the partioular 
charge of which they were accused? 

A tI delieve that is a safe percentage. 

Q What was the percentage of thos white people who deserved 
death, would you say? 

A Sone of them, in my opinion. 

Q What has been the extent--- 

A You are missing my point entirely. If my evidence means 
anything it has no connection--not those Americans that were 
killed were to blame in any way,- they were assassinated in a 
cowardly manner. The point is, what the Rangers and peace 
officers of that character were doing was causing the killing 


of those Americans. 


Q That is your theory? 
A That ie a correct theory, too. 
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Q Expressed in dollars and cents, what has been the 
quantity ef property destroyed down there by those bandits 
raids and ravages and individual bandits in the last four or 
five years? 

MR. OANALES: I object to thet as being immaterial and 
irrelevant. We are not investigating about property. It is 
not the dollars and cents-- it is men we are investigating 
here and their conduct. This gentleman comes from Dallas 
where they always Aook at things from a dollars standpoint 
but we fellows over here believe that the citizens and the 
lives of the citisens are worth more than dollers and cents. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I think the éxamination is taking a rather 
wide range. 

MR. ENIGHT: Q That word was suggested to you, I don't 
know whether you used it or not, that word "evaporate": there 
were two different forms of evaporation, some disappeared back 
into Mexico, they disappeared, I don't know whether they went 
back into Mexico or went the other route: when that word is 
used it means they got out of that country? 

A 1 did not use that word. 

Q All you mean by evaporation is that they, not that they 
killed anybody but that they used the better part of discretion? 

A You know there were large numbers of bodies found in 
the brush. A lawyer at Brownsville, Frank Pieroe, now dead, 
prepared a list of twenty or thirty who were identified. 

Q <A great many of those murders were committed by the 
citizens, individual eitisens, growing out of different feuds, 
etc.? 

A It all grew out of the bandit troubles. 

Q If will ask you if a number of them did not have on 
Carransa soiééé?s' uniforns? 

4 Those that were involved in those larger raids did. For 


instance at the time of the attack on that patrol,- of sourse a 


Carransa uniform 414 not mean but but there was no dount there 
were local Carransa troops involved in that larger riad, that 
is true, 

Q Here ia a system of rules inaugurated recently: you 
Wie them and read them at your leisure and we may introduce 
you again to give the committee the benefit of your opinion. 

A Tam awfully anxious to get away. If you will let me 
get away by tomorrow at noon. 

EXAMINED BY MR. CANALES: 

Q You think any syetem of rules will change conditions 
over there, don't you think the personnel of the force would 
be a better safeguard than rules, knowing the character of the 
Rangers as you know them? 

A ‘There ie no question bu> that there ought to be a weeding 
out of the Ranger force, 

Q You were talking about with a committee going to ask 
the removal of General Nafarati; waen't I member of that com- 
mittee and didn't I aleo addrese Carranza? 

A You were a member of the committee, yes, 

Q You mentioned with regard to the feot of Captain Banson, 
that he was instrumental in the discharge of Oaptain Fox, as 
being one of the reasons why you think he is a very efficiant 
officer? 

A That is from hexreay and my understanding. 

Q If the facts show that in hie investigation made in 
thet affair that he gonght really to cover up and justify these 
men would you not ohange your opinion? 

MR. KNIGH™: That is purely argumentative and I objeot to it. 

Q Wouldn't you? 

A T know nothing of the facts of the killing of those fifteen 
men by that Ranger company for which they were discharged, Such 
reports as I saw in the prese,- but I had a talk with Captein 


Hanson shortly after he had examined it and he expressed 

very general indignation over the conduct of those men, and 
taking the fact that they were subsequently discharged I took 
it he had been instrumental in discharging them. 

Q He al_so stated that to me but the fact that he attempted 
to justify those very men— 

THE CHAIRiIAN: Statement by you of the facts contrary to 
that testified to by the witness, or upon which he bases his 
judgment is absolutely improper. Now, should you desire to be heard 
at any time as a witness or to introduce any fact in your possession 
of contrary nature it would be entirely proper for you to do so, 
but for you to agexssy state a different srt of facts and ask the 
witness to draw his conclusion from that is improper and it will 
unnecessarily lengthen an examination that has already gone too 
far. 

ie CANALES: I am sorry that my cross-examination always 
goes too far and it seems that, to me, that the other one never 
goes far enough. 

TH! CHATRISAN: While I am chairman of this committee I am 
not going to permit any suggestion of that kind from you. Every 
courtesy on earth has been extended to you and will he, and 
every opnortiunity will be given to you that can possibly be extended 
to you by the committee but I am going to ask you to respect 
this committee and its rulings. 

IMR. @ANALES: I will respect this committee and its rulings 
but I belive that some that rules that apply to me should apply to 
opposing counsel. 

THE CHAIR “AN: Mr. Canales, they have; and I am not going to 
have a suggestion otherwise. 

MRe CANALES: This witness has been asked on cross -examinat- 
ion by Judge Fhight that I had expressed to him my opinion of 
lir. Hanson. I have a right to ask the witness whether--~-- and 


the witness stated his opinion of Captain Hanson as an effeficient 


officer on the the fact that Captain Hanson has discharred tho g, 


men and that he wae advised by Captain Hanson himself that he 

4id s0,- I believe I have a right to ask the witness that if 

the facte will preve in fact and in truth that Captain Hanson 
aid tell me the real facts in that case, that he would also 
change his opinion, as I did, and my opinion was not changed 

on the fact that Captain Hanson was acting in unearthing electios 
frauds. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The Chair will adhere@ to its ruling that the 
question is. improper. 

EXAMINED BY SENATOR WILLIFORD. 

Q It ie a fact that desperate characters congregate on both 
sides of that border? 

A During the bandit trouble it was true, and since Mexico 
has remeined in a disturbed condition, even up to the present, 
there is a certain amount of that, yes. 

Q Suppose you take what you call a high-olass Ranger, 
thet really wants to do his duty, if he has to do business night 
and day with those class of men has he time to stop and parley 
with them to find out whether he is right man or not? 

A No; but it is better that some of those men escape than 
you or I to be shot down or beaten in the head with a sixshooter, 

Q You make a suggestion as to what you think would be best 
way to fix that? 

A I think in the first place the number of Rangers now in 
the State ought to be limited. I know that hundreds were appointed 
special Rangers;down in my country you never know when you are 
going to run into a man with a large sixshooter on, and you pre- 
sume he is a special Ranger, However, that probably does not apply 
now, but with reference to the regular Ranger force, with which 
you really have to do, I think the power that the Governor has to 
appoint those special Rangers ought to be curtailed. I think the 
number of regular Rangers ought to be decressed, I think their 


Salary ought to be increased. You can never get a really com- 
petent man for fifty dollars a month. And then I believe they 
should be placed under bond,- though I see some objections to it. 

Q When you put a man down there on official duty and it sk 
is known by the bandit and bad man that he is a Ranger he carries 
his life in his hands, in a way? 

A Yes; yet we do not want to exaggerate that. There have 
been very few Rangers killed; take the number of them operating 
down there, there have been a very few number of them killed. 

For twenty yeers there have been very few of them killed. 
EXAMINED BY SENATOR WITT. 

Q Unless there is some change in the personnel of the 

Rangers er restraints do you think that country would be better 


off without the Kangers at all? 


A 1 dos Mr. Witt, during the twenty years of my experience 
on that frontier, I say it with all solemnity, that the Rangers 
have caused more trouble and difficulty on the frontier than 
they have done us good. 

MR. CANALES: That assassination of Ranger Shaw, isn't it a 
fact that xXanger Shaw was killed by Salinas in self-defense? 

4 TI don't mow about that. 

Q Salinas went over to look after his corn and the Hanger 
fired on him with bird shot and then he fired on the Samer, 
killing him? 

A I don't know the details of that. 

EXAMINED BY SENATOR WITT. 

Q What is the ecasion of having Hangers there when elect- 
fons are being held? 

A Nominally there, they are sent there to keep peace between 
the local partisans; as a matter of fact they have always been 
partisans of one faction or the other. I say "Always"--theye may 
have been specific instances that thet is not so. I know specific 
Rangers who tried to keep out of it, but in the main they have the 


effect of helping one and hurting the other. 

Q They have not been effective in keeping the peace at all? 

A os I tell you there have been more fights and votes 
used wrong through the presence of Rangers than if they had not 
been there. You take a man hike we have as sheriff of Cameron 
County to-day and I will tell you we have less trouble in Cameron 
County with a sheriff like him without Rangers unless you improve 
the character of the Mangers we have down there. 

Q Is this a situation where local political “besa” would 
get the “angers there to help reep---- 

A Yes, thatis it exactly. I think the political boss 
ean get Rangers to help him and I think that is what he is 
doing right now in this Glasscock-Farr contest. 

Q In what way do they help? 

A The ignorant class of voters, many Mexican votere and 
the ignorant class among the white voters are efreid of the 
Rangers; they are terrorised by them; the Xangers will be 
about the polling places and they will be chumming and running 
with one faction and not at ell with the other. They will be 
giving their faction liberties and and on the slightest exause 
they will arrest one of the adverse faction and put him in Jail. 

Q You are not interested in either one of the Democratic 
fections? 

A Not a bit in the world. Not a particle. 

Q They do not effect the issue between the Democrats and 
Republicans? 

A The Democrats used them on us pretty strong. That is the 
reason I remarked while ago, I am glad it has degenerated to a 
fight between you Democrats and left us Xeplublicans to watoh. 

EXAMINED BY MR. LACKEY. 
Q You say Captain Stephens was present when this Mexioan 


was taken from his house and shot? 


A M¥Sot Stephens ,--Captain Sanders, 


He was present when he was shot? 
Yes, sir. 


Any other Sangers with him? 


Q 

A 

Q 

A Yes, sir. 
Q You say you don't knew their names? 

A f 4on't know their names. 

Q Iwill ask you if it is not a fact there were a great 
many people found dead in the brush while the National guard was 
stationed along the Kio Grande? 

A ‘Yes, sir. 

Q A great many men found dead in the brush? 

A Yes, that ia true. 

Q Do you know whether they attributed the death of any of 
them to the National Guard or the “angers? 

A ‘The Kangers. The “ational Guard was under pretty strict 
control of their officers; they were kept in camp and only went 
out under officers in detachments, and so on. There is no 
question but that they had very little, comparatively very little 
to do with those promiscuous killings and that Federal troops had 
very little to do with then. 

Q Do you know of any Kanger in the service now, in Vameron 
County or along the border, that has been guilty of any acts 
that would be detrimental to the service? 

A TI don't believe I know the name of a Kanger in Cameron 
County now. I see them and know gome of them by sight but do 
not believe I can mention the name of a Ranger in Cameron Coun- 
ty. I see very little of them myself and am not rarticularly 
in toueh with them and I do not believe now I can call the name 
of a one. 

EXAMINED BY SENATOR PAGE, 

Q You spoke about the fact you thought it possibly might 

be better to place the Ranger force under bond: I suppose you 


realise it would be a little hard for a private Ranger to 
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Q What percentage of those that have oome under your 
observation do you think ought to be discharged? 

A Running back in the course of years? 

Q Say in the last five years? 

A That is a very, very hard question for me to answer. 
I don't believe I oan answer that in fairness. 

Q Going back to this dying declaration you have intro- 
duceé, there was something said in it to the effect that the 
captain said to the man who was wounded, says, "If this shot 
ie not sufficient to kill you or to cause your death, we will 
give you more.” Is there such an expression in substance in 
that declaration? 

Yes, sir. 

fo whom 41d this man refer as the Captain, if you know? 
To Captain Sanders. 

He was the Hanger Captain in charge? 


Yes e sir. 
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DL& you or not see him around there? 

A He was in Brownsville the night and day before and the 
following day, to my knowledge. 

Q You spoke about, that at that time the headquarters 
of the State Rangers in Brownsville was in the saloons, 

--4id that condition continue up to the time the saloon were 
Closed in Brownsville? 

A I gaid a moment ago, to the pest of my recollection 
the Adjutant General issued some character of order forbidding 
Rangers to go into saloons sometime before that Zone law closed 
the saloons. 

Q Approximately , how long? 

A I don't mow; maybe six months. I don't remember ‘how 


long but I will say during the course of years up until practi- 


cally the times the seloons were closed by law it is a positive 


fact that the headquarters of the Ranger force in Brownsville 
was in saloons, and furthermore, they were in certain factional 
galoons,- that is, belonged to factions to which the looal 
sheriff at the time belonged. 

Q Did or 41d not open gambling continue in Brownsville 
ap to within the last two years? 

A Wo; but concealed gambling, I understand, has gone 
on like © presume it has in most cities of tht size, but open 
gambling has not gone on in Brownsville for probably eight or 
ten years, at least eight or ten years. 

Q Could you say that the Kangers at times were just a 
little oppressive towards the Republicans? 

A They seemed to feel that we did not have quite the same 
rights as an honest Democrat did. Our fights down there, during 
our time, have not been so much between Republicans and Demo- 
crats as between the Independent faction and the local Democratie 
machine. There were some Kepublicans in the local Democratic 
machine. 

Q You say the Xepubliocans were in the local Democratio 
machine? 

A TI S8ay some were, 

Q Some lined up on the other side? 

A Yes; the majority were lined up with the Independents. 

Q@ That is the side you referred to as the Jim Wells fact- 


A Yes, sir. 


EXAMINED BY MR. LACKEY; 

Q Several years ago didn't they have a shooting scrape and 
several fellows killed in the city of Brownsville between the 
city authorities and the county authroities? 


A Yes, sir. 


Q Were the Hangers mixed up in that? 


A fT don't remember, That occurred in a house of prostitutios 


in Brownsville. The then sheriff, the predecessor of our 
present sheriff, and several of his deputies were in this house 
of prostitution and several of the city officials went in and 
undertook to arrest them. I don't know whether any Rangere were 
mixed up in that or not. You could easily find out because 

the parties were indicted for it on both sides. 

Q Was any one convicted on either side? 

A MNo, sir. 

Q The case was dismissed? 

A The cases were all dismissed to the best of my recol- 
leétion. 

EXAMINED BY MR. KNIGHT. 

Q You are familiar with conditions there: Say Captain Vann 
was required to give a fifty thousand dollar bond,- suppese 
that was required of a Ranger captain or Adjutant eneral, and 
suppose the salary of the men was retained at fifty dollsrs a 
month, now, you nor I either one would take that job, I will 
answer that myself,- De you think it is possible to get a sapable 
man to take oharge of that condition of affairs under those 
circumstances and being called from El Paso to Texarkena and 
from Brownsville to Texline? Wouldn't it be almost unthinkable 
to select a man and bond him under those conditions and sot pay 
him any more? 

A Absolutely. I think it ie impossible, without raising 
the pay ef the whole Manger force. 

Q Do you think it is possible, in the conduct of human 
effairs, to get better men on an average at the prices they pay? 

A At the prices they pay I don't believe they can. 

MR. GANALES: @ Isn't it a faot that one of the parties 
in the affeir named by Mr. Lackey was named Davenport? 

A One of the parties where? 

Q That was in that fight between the oity and the county 
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officers in that house of prostitution? 
A TI believe he was. I think that is correct, to the best 
of my knowledge, thet ia correct, 
GRNERAL HARLEY: Was he a special Xanger or a regular Ranger? 
A TI don't know, 


Photographs which were identified by the witness R, B. 
Creager were introdueed in evidence by Mr. J. 7. Caniles, 

GENERAL HARLEY: I object to the introduction of those 
plotures. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I think the pioture ie admissible. 
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We We. BEALL, 
called as a witness in connection with the charges prepared 
by Mr. John J. Ford, having previously been duly sworn, testified 
before the committee an follows: 
EXAMINED BY MR. JOHN J. FORD. 
Q What is your name? 
A WW. ¥. Beall. 
Q Where do you live? 
A Sweetwater, 
Q How long have you lived in Sweetwater? 
4 Since 1696. 
Q You have lived in that and adjoining counties lenger than 


A Yee, I have lived in thet country since 19881, 
Q What official position do you hold now? 
A Mudge of the S2nd Judicial District, 
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Q How leng have you been judge of that district? 

A I was elected in 1912. 

Q As district judge are you to some extent familiar 
with the Ranger activities in that country? 

A Well, yes, to some extent. 

Q Are you familiar with the public opinion in that 
country in regard to the Rangers in that vicinity? 

A Well, I think I am, yes. 

Q Have you heard any complaint from the best citisens 
of that country in regard to the Ranger service out there and 
in regard to the Ranrers? 

A Well, yes, I have heard quite a good deal of it but to 

give you the names of parties it would be almost imposaible. 
| Q You have heard quite a good deal of complaint? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Have you heard some of the best citizens of that 
country express themselves as to the regulation of the Ranger 
force? 

A It has been a matter of disoussion up there for a year 
or 80. 

Q From what you know of the citizenship there and the 
opinions you have heard expressed, what the opinion of the 
public generally out there in regard to the regulation of the 
Ranger force, Judge? 

A Well, the general opinion of the people as expressed to 
me in my travele over the district, is to the effect that they 
ought te be regulated. 

Q As an officer in that district and having been associated 
with people and heard those complaints and knowing something of 
the Ranger foroe, do you in your opinion believe that the Ranger 
feree should be regulated? 

A I certainly do, 


Q What kind of a system of regulation would you suggest 
to this Committee? 

A Well, I would suggest this; if I had to make ea suggest- 
fon about it at all,- I believe that the Ranger system is a 
necessary thing for the policing of the State of Texas. I am 
not at all opposed to the Ranger system, that is the Ranger 
law, and I helieve it is almost indispensible, but I believe 
thet the Rangers should be put under bond just the same as 
sheriffs of the State. I can gee no reason why they should not. 
I do not believe it is a proper thing te-g@ay te arm men and 
sent them out into the eountry among the oitisenship of this 
State te perform their efficial duties with nothing in ‘the 
world behind them to deter them except their own ideas of 
things and their consciences. I do think they waght to be put 
under bond to the extent that they are responsible in any injury 
that should ocour from anything unlawful. I think that could be 
reaghed in a number of ways. Firet, I think it could be reached 
by preper men bing put in those offices. Understand, I have 
nothing against any one who is on the Ranger force at all,- they 
have been very nice to me; and I feel that we could get better 
men in those offices that would be more satisfactory by letting 
the representatives of the several counties select their own 
rangers, to be subject to the gall of the governor and to draw 
pay while in service; when not in service for the governor 
of the Adjutant General he canbe a Ranger without pay until 
celled into service. I think,again,that the Rangers receive 
entirely too small a pay. I think they ought to have a fee that 
would pay men a sufficient salary, to call good men, and res- 
ponsible men, into the service, or else they should be appointed 
perhaps on the recommendation of the court, 

Q Im your opinion is there or has there been any necessity 


for any Rangers in that section of the country for quite a long 
While, if ever? 


A Yes, I think so, 

Q The last few months has there been any necessity for 
then? 

A None that I kmow of. 

Q From the expressions you have heard from the citizens 
of thet country what is the opinion generally as to the regu- 
lation ef the Rangers, from the best people there? 

SENATOR WITT; That question has been asked, Yr, Chairman, 

A Well, they have not expressed themselves as to how they 
should be regulated especially but the general expression, so 
far as I have been able to ascertain, in talking to the people, 
they ought to be under the same laws as the sheriff of a county. 

Q Do you know the sheriff of that county? 

A ‘Yes, sir, 

Q You consider him and recognize him as being a good 
efficer and a good man? 

4 TI think he is, so far as I know; ef course he is re- 
cently in and has nat had a chance to prove himself yet. 

Q Do you know of any reason why the sheriff and his deputies 
ami loeal phgoe officers cannot handle the situation now out in 
that country? 

A Mo, sir, I do not. 

That ie all. 
EXAMINED BY MR. KNIGHT. 

Q Rangers now, I believe, get fifty dollars a month? 

A That ie my understanding. 

Q Now, what would be your idea about what should be paid 
them? 

A ‘They ought to be paid one hundred dollars a month and 
expenses, 


Q Do you think you could get any better men for a hundred 


than you oould get for fifty? 

A I am inolined to think,so, yes, sir. I am not Saying that 
the men in there are not good men but I believe you can get nex— 

Q You spoke of a bond. You understand that the Ranger is a 
police, he goes to your country, my country, £1 Paso, Srowne- 
ville, te the State line; do you think it would be practicable 
at all to put the individual Ranger under bond, that is, in 
any bonding company that would write them? 

A Why, I suppese so. If a man cannot give bond I don’t 
think he ought to be elroulating around among the people, 

Q are not conditions entirely different in the gase of 
constables and sheriffs,- they ere at home where they are known 
by the people, whereas, as Captain of the Kangers, for instance 
where there is a big politioal embroglio, as in the South part 
of the State, one said they were guilty of one thing or the 
other and the other side I don't doubt will introduce testimony 
of what they allege, These Kangers to there and get testimony, 
wouldn't it be,- the liability of inourring complaint, and the 
liability of bankruptey might very well prevent any man of 
prudent capacity from seeking a job like that? 

A I don't know. I ean see no reason why if a man is 
ealled into servioe in this State from the Governor down, why 
he should not be made to give a bond. You gave me a supposed 
ease. I will give you one back: Here is a Ranger goes ont in 
the eountry armed with nothing except his own conscience--armed 
with nothing but a sixshooter and a big gun, he may have some 
desire on his part to make a run on a eitisen and injure him 
or kill him; he may hurt him. Now, why ought that Ranger be in 
an attitude that he is to be protected beyond that of the 
sheriffs of our country who are eleoted by our people? Why not 
make him just as responsible as anybody else? 

Q I will anewer that question candidly; 1¢ would destroy 
the effieiency and---- 
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THE CHAIRMAN: Judge, the examination is becoming too much 
of an argument. 

Q (Mr. Knight) You take the case of the soldier; he is 
under military diseipline. If a general was required to go 
under bend or put his soldiers under bond would not that result 
necessarily in deatroying the efficienay of the army? 

A In military matters it might and might not. 

Q And ifdt it your understanding that the Kanger service 
in theory at least, and I beliove in practice, is a military 
organisation? 

A It may have such features. 

Q You had occasion, I bolieve you personally called for 
Rangers out there in your country? 

A Yes, I heave, more than once, 

Q How many times have you had cacasion to oall upon the 
Governor for proteation’Y 

A fT think two or three times- 

Q Would you hesitate again the condition should arise? 

A Wot a bit in the world. I would oall for them in a 
minute if I needed then, 

Q Judge, fou are familiar,--~ You viewed the body of 
Bostiok? 

A Yes, I saw it in the jail. 

Q Was that a euloide or not? 

A TI eould not tell you to save my life, but I will tell 
you what I believe about it. I think so. 

CHAIRMAN BLEDSOE; How long have the Rangers been kept in 
your district? 

A To tell you the length of time they have been in ny 
Giatriot, I do not remember, but they have been there a year 
er more, maybe two years, 
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Q Did they, or not, come in there at your request? 

A ‘The first time they did. They came to Snyder at ny 
request. 

Q That is in Scurry County, about a hundred miles above 
you? 

A Yea, no, no; it is not that far; something like forty 
miles, thirty-five or forty miles from our town to Snyder. 

Q Anyway, it ia in an adjoining county? 

A ‘Yea, sir. 

Q During the last six or eight months has there been any 
necessity for maintaining a Ranger foree in your town? 

A Het that I know of, 

Q Have they been maintained there at the request of any 
of your efficers or yourself? 

A Wot that I know of, 

Q You have fairly law abiding citizenship there? 

A TI think se. 

Q You have officers able to take care of the local situat- 
ion? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q How many Rangere have been kept in there on you folks? 

4 To answer that question, Judge, I cannot answer that 
definitely. There has been some wheres from one to three and 
four maybe from time to time. Sometimes there is one and some- 
times there is two ani sometimes three. For awhile, as I remem- 
ber, there were fonr or five for a little while, but not a 
great while. 

Q <As Judge ef that district, do you think it for the best 
interest of your town and community for that buneh of Rangers 
to be there? 

A T Go not see what food they can do there, Ho, ft don't 
think se. 


Q@ You do not think it is for the good for the community? 

A Sot now, I do not, but there are times when [ think 
we need them, and when I think there ie certainly oall then. 
There has been in the past. 

Q You say there are times when you would have called 
for then? 

A here were times when I 414 call for them, yes, sir. 

Q Im your own county? 

A Na, sir. 

Q But these men have been put into the town of Sweetwater 
and have been kept there, one or more of them, for the most of 
the time for a number of months, haven't they? 

A ‘Yes, sir. 

Q Was that done at your request or under your direotion? 

A Yo. sir. 

Q In your judgment as an official, was it necessary: or 
for the best interests of the aounty that they were or should 
be there? 

A For a while it was. 

Q When was that? 

A During the time that we had that Fe B. P. A. association,-- 
that Bolsheviki ontfit going on. 

Q Was any man in it from your county? 

A Wo, sir. 

Q Was any man indicted from your county? 

A We, sir. There was a number of them put in jail there 
though. 

Q How long ago was thet? 

A YWuast have been something like a year age. 

Q Don't you know that the men inéicted were teykug tried 
and all except one acquitted at Abilene? 


AS My opinion was they were not indicted. 
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Q There was a crowd from West Texas indicted and tried 
at Abilene? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q It was during that investigation the men were arrested 
in your county? 

A They were arrested before that investigation came up, 

Q tT say it was all slogg about the same time? 

A Yes, it was all along at the same time. 

Q This man Bostiek that Judge Knight asked you about: 
who brought him to your tewn and put him in jail? 

A TI don't know only from hearsay. 

Q Did you ever discuss that with any of the Rangers? 

4 Yes, I disoussed it with Captain Ranson, 

Q D&d he tell you who brought him there? 

A Yes, he told me that his Ranger force brought him there. 

Q Ransom was the man who was killed there in the Wright 
hotel sometime ago? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Are the Hangers still maintained in your town? 

A I could not say as to that. I saw some of them there 
a few days ago but whether they are maintained there or not I 
could not tell you. They may be there by accident, 

Q You usually know when you see one of then? 
Oh, yes; yes, I know hin, 
How 4o you know hin? 
By sight. 
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Does a Ranger dress and conduct himself in such a way 
that you usually know him when you see him or do you have te be 
{htreduced to hin? 

A Of course, I would not really know that a man was a 


Ranger without I was told se but they usually wear a paraphernalia 
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thet does not look like the ordinary citizen. 

Q his paraphernalia usually eonsistes of high-topped 
boots, big white hat and sixshooter? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q It is not unusual to see them carrying a Winohester 
rifle? 

A tT have seen them carrying them. Ordinarily on the 
streets they do not have their guns with then. 

Q Who is judge of the district in which EKastland ins? 

A Judge Joe Burkett. 

Q Do you know where his court is at this time? 

A %No, I do not. 

SENATOR WILLIFORD: Q How far is your town from the border? 

A I guese somewhere around 250 or 300 miles, 

MR. LACKEY: Q You said you thought it was possible that 
the Xangers might be eleoted by the districts? 

A Wo, by the representative districts, let them eleot their 
own Hangers. 

Q Do you think that the Ranger elected by the people 
in a case of a mob or anything of that kind would give the same 
service that a stranger would? 

A Oh, yes, there is no reason why they should not,- not a 
bit in the world. The idea is this: The Governor oan call any 
mumber into service that he wants. If he wants ten he can oail 
them; he may send them out at a moment's time; he may send them 
te any part of this state, and with the same efficiency that he 
has mow. I can see no reason why Ke should not. That is the 
reason why I say let them be eleated by the people and after they 
are elected hy the people than the Governor or the Adjutant 
General can have so many of them serve as long as he wante them 


to serve and send them home and elect others. I think it is a 


Od 


mice way ef electing competent men. In other words, my feelings 
are that the people ought to say as to who they should be. 
EXAMINED BY MR. KNIGHT. 

Q How many Rangers have been there in your town in the 
last several months? 

A TI could not answer you definitely, as I said while ago, 

there ia sometimes one, sometimes two and sometimes three. 

Q I will ask you if they have not been offieient, or if they 
have in any way interfered with looal cenditions there? 

A Tf could not answer that. If they have interfered in any 
way I have not heard of it. 

Q Sweetwater is on both the mainline of the Santa Fe and 
the T. Pe? 

A Yes, sir, 
It has a road reaching out of San Angelo? 
Yes, air. 
How many roads there? 


Three roads there. 
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Theat is the most accessible place in all that sountry 
for Xangers to stay in looking after that country? 

A As far as railroads are concerned, in getting out of 
there; you can get out of thete easily and quickly. 

Q You have no objeation for State “angers using that aa 
headquarters, looking out after that part of the country? 

A Me, personally? 

Q ‘he people? 

A Why, no. 

EXAMINED BY MR. FORD, 

Q You have no objection to them staying there as long es 

they behave themselves? 


A Fersonally, no. 


Q You have heard a good deal of complaint about them? 


A 


T have heard a good deal ef stuff here and there. I don't 


know about that. 


Q 


You have heard a good deal ef complaint about them 


there, there along different lines, in making arrests? 


A 


Semetimes it does ocour that in keeping Kangers at a 


Place it ereates had feelings, 


Q 


BXAMINED BY MR. ENIGHT. 
Have you heard of any expression of opinion from anybody 


since the suppression of that Bolsheviki out there? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Yes. 

That they arrested some people there since then? 

Yes, sir. 

Were they disapproved of by parties? 

I. sould not say about that. The parties I have heard talk 


about it very much disapproved of it. 
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We M. (WILLIS) BARBEE, 


called as a witness in connection with charges prepared by 


Mr. John J. Ford, having previously been duly sworn, testified 


before the Committee, as follows: 
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Q 


EXAMINED BY MR. FORD. 
What ie your name? 
W. M. Barbee. 
Where do you live? 
Sweetwater, 


How long have you lived around in thst section and abent 
oO) Sweetwater? 


About fourteen years. 

What official position de you now hold? 
Deputy sheriff of Nolan County. 

Are you active-office deputy? 
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Yes. 

Q How long have you been an officer at Sweetwater at 
a€ifferent times, for how many years? 

A About eleven years, off and on, 

Q Did you ever serve on the Ranger force? 

A Yes, sire 

Q How long? 

A TI gerved under Captain Hughes in 1911 and 1912 and 1917 
end 1918 I was in the Ranger service. 

Q How long have you been deputy sheriff? 

A ‘Two months, Since the new sheriff went in. 

Q As deputy sheriff of that county, have you had any ocom- 
Plaints made to you as to the Rangers in that seotion? 

& Well, we have had some complaints. 

Q Iwill ask you if you have had a complaint against Mr. 
MoXensie for attacking a boy in a restaurant? 

A Well, there were people reported that to us but that was 
before we went into office, I heard that talk. There has been no 
eomplaint filed against Mr. MoKenzie,. 

Q There has been some talk to you about it since you were 
in effice? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you know how it occurred? 

A UHo, I wasneé there, 

Q Do you know what was done? 

MR. XHIGHT: He has answered that question; he said he wasnot 
there. 


ARG A TI was away from there at the time; that has been some 


gaan, 
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four or five months ago, that happened. 

Q@ Have you heard of any other oomplaints with regaré to 
the Rangers, Ranger service there? 

A Well, people come into the office and complain,-some 
ten days ago we had some complaint. 

Q What was that? 

A ¥&r, HoXenzie abused a barber there in town by the name 
of Buckner Allen. 

Q Well, Willis, with your acquaintance of the people out 
there, what is the opinion of the best people of that town and 
country generally around in that county as to the Rangers being 
located in Sweetwater? 

A Well, it is like everything else, Judge; there is two 
factions there, in regard to that. 

@ In your opinion which faction is in the majority? 

A Well, the people that do not want them there are in the 
majority, by a large majority, as to that. 

Q People who do not want the Mangers there are in a lerge 
majority, in your opinion? 

A ‘Yes: very few people that want them there. 

Q Very few people want them there? 

A Yes, in my opinion, from the way people have talked to 
myself and the sheriff. 

Q In your opinion isn't it imperatively necessary that the 
Rangers be moved from that town in order to save friction? 

A TI believe it will quieten down the friction in Nolan 
County if they were removed, 

Q How is that? 

A TI believe it will quieten down the friction in Nolan County 
if they were removed and prevent a senitment, if they were removed, 

Q Have you heard people discuss the regulstion of the “anger 
forse? 


A 7 have heard that discussed, yea, 
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Q What is the opinion of the best people there generally 
as to the regulation of the Ranger force? Do they think they 
should be regulated or not? 

A I gould not answer that question. I have heard people 
discues it. Of course, the psople I have heard disousa it 
were the people who were complaining and that all the people I 
have heard discuss it. 

Q You have heard quite a number disouss it? 

A Yes, I have heard a number of good oltizens there. 

Q What seens to be the opinion of the best citizens? of that 
country, with regard to the regulation of the force? 

A I think the arguments of people in regard to it, lots of 
them think they ought to be regulated. Now my opinion would not 
agree with some of them. I have been a Ranger myself. I have had 
argusents with people in regard to it. 

Q Well, doesn't it seem to be the opinion of the people in 
thet seetion that the Ranger Force should have some regulation? 

A ‘Yes, that is the opinion of the people I have talked to. 

Q Ien't the sheriff and yourself able to cope with the sit~ 
uation out there and take care of the condition? 

A Yes: if we were not I would be in favor of ua resigning and 
got out. 

Q Ie there any condition in that country or has there been 
in the lest several months thet demands the maintenance of the 
Rangers in that country? 

4 TI could not say. fT have not been in Sweetwater but about 
two months. I quit the Kanger service and went to work for the 
sheriff. 

Q What does the sheriff say about it? 

A ‘he sheriff ie very much opposed to Rangers being there, 

Q@ He finds them in his way, isn't that a fact? 

A TI eould not sey, could not answer that question because 


he never told me that they got in hie way, 
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Q You just know he is opposed to them being there? 

A He is very much opposed to it, yes. 

Q Do you know at whose request the Kangers are being 
kept there, stationed there? 

A tI have heard there was a little petition, gotten up--- 
this is hearsay, I don't know anything sbout that-- that phere 
was a petition gotten up because they were moved from there 
a short time ego, I understand, and that they were petitioned 
beck. I don't know whether that is so or not. They 2re there, 
however. 

Q Knowing the people of that country, isn't the vast ma- 
Jerity ef the people opposed to Rangers being in that seation? 

A Yes, I have had occasion to be over the oounty and sround 
end the country people are unanimously opposed to it, and I 
will venture to say that seventy-five or maybe ninoty per cent 
of the people in tewn are opposed to then. 

EXAMINED BY MR. TIDVELL: 

Q How many persons have told you that they did not want 
the Rangers? 

A That is a question I sould not answer because we have 
friends around the office all the time, 

Q ame some of them? 

I sould not tell you, 

You could not name any people that have asked you? 
Yes, I can name a number of people that have asked me. 
Well? 
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A TI cen name Mr, Leggo, Mr. Charlie Rogers, Mr. Morrow's 
brother-in-law, there; Robert's boy, there, and the Commissioner 
--twe of the Commissioners have mentioned it to me, 

Q How is the County Judge? 

A I never talked with the county judge with regard to it. 
The judge has been away; he has been sick and has been awsy 


from there for some tine, 
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QC How are the other Commissioners? 

A 6. never heve herrd them discuss it. They live out in 
the sountry end I have not talked to them. Mr. Childress end 
Mr, Askins. 

Q@ How 40 those people stand that want them kept there? 

A ‘here are some f00d people thet want them kept there 
but they seem to want to do it to cause friction between the 
sheriff's department and the other ones; that is the way it 
looks to me. 

Q Have you ever asked s Kanger to assist you in any 
matter that they failed to assist you? 

A Wos and they never have offered to assist me. 

Q Do you know of any overt aot that a Ranger has 4one 
that would be a» violetion of the laws of the State and a deleliat- 
fon of duty? 

A Wo; if there had been I would arrest them the same aga T 
would a private citizen, 

Q You salif you 41d not arrest the Ranger that made the 
assault on the barber? 

A He 414 not assault the barber; he cursed the barbex. 
Outsiders telked about this. I went and askefi the harber, He 
said thet Mr. iicKkenzie oursed pretty loud and used some vory 
bed language. 

Q Why didn't you meke complaint against hin? 

A If he 444 not want to file a conplaint against him that 
was not--— 

Q Don't you think as a matter of law, as a peace officer 
that 1¢ {1s your duty to do it? 

A I? the witnesses are wiliing to appear against him for 
anything he seid, yes. I went over and asked-~-~ 

Q If you knew a man that hed stolen an antomebile weuld 
you weit for the man who owned the car to make a complaint 


er would you arrest hin? 


Qa 


A MKXe, that is a different proposition altogether. 

G De you know anything about the man thet was hang in the 
jail? 

A Wo, ebsolutely nothing. I was not in Sweetwater. I don't 
know anything about it. 

EXAMIBED BY MR. FORD. 

Q Do you know of any gambling going on out there with 
whieh seme of the Kangers have been conneeted? 

A Well, there is lots of talk there ebout it. 
Haven't you seen some of the written cvidence? 
Yes, I have read the evidence. 


Who does that cennect with--- 
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I don't know that I would have any right to divulae 
the seerets of the grand jury. I read this throngh the ceunty 
attorney and I heave talked te witnesses. 

Q Who have you talked to? 

A Mose Newnan, Jo R.Billingsly and Joe Booth; there were 
a waumber of others. They were the only ones I talked to about 
it. 

Q In your opinion, the matter of keeping the Rengeras there 
is politicel more than anything else? 

A ‘hat is my opinicn. I may be wrong. As fer as needing 
the Rangers there, I don't think we need then. 

Q You are sure of that, aren't you? We haven ¢ any wiotet- 
gona ef lew hardly, have we? 

A Wo; we heve a very quiet town out there; not enough to 
keep us busy, let alone the Rangers. 

Q here is practically no violations except people coming 
in there oceawionally, fan’t that the truth? 

A Yes; abont the way, a Post City bunch come down there or 
seriething like that. 

Q And pull eff a fight er something like that? 


EXAMINED BY MR. XHIGET, 
Q Yeu were in the service seme years? 
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A I gerved 1911, a part of 1912, under Captain Hughes. 

@ Did you hoys have any fixed place of staying when you 
were on the force? 

A Yes, sir. 

@ You would be divided into squads andi sent to different 
parts in the State and have headquarters at ocrtain places? 

A Yes; we would have headquarters. 

Q Your town le a railrosd center of that whole Western 
country, the best one? 

A Yess ratlroad center. 

Q And the boys on duty out in that country, there is no 
more logical or convenient place for efficient service to stop, 
is there? 

A Ne, sir. 

Q  S8eme of them stay here; there are some kept at Hrowne- 
ville? 

A don’t know. JI haven't been in Brownsville. 

¢ Do you know whether those gentlemen are being kept out 
there other than just eimply as a convenient place to radiate 
from? 

A TI could not say. 

& It would be a very handy thing, wouldn't it? 

A Yes, sir, 

Q he gentleman asked you about the law abiding condition 
of things ont there. I will ask you to stete if matters have 
mot quieted dovnm there,- in other words, Judge Beall asked the 
Governor to send the “angers out there some time ago: you remem 
ber that? 

A Yee, sir. 

Q At that time you needed them to assist the peace officers 
or at lesst the distriat judge thought e807 

A I guess he thought he did or he would not have ordered them, 


Q Wasn't you designated by the Governor yourself to be 
the bedy guard for the Judge there? 

A TI was instructed by the Adjutant General to report 
and 40 what he wanted done, and make arrests. 

Q When was that? 

A That was in 1917. 

Q Hew leng aid the Judge consider it necessary to retain 
your services? When 414 you cease that job? 

A TI was sent te the border on the 29th day of Decenber, 
1917. 

Q ‘Then things quieted down and the Judge was willing to 
let you go in December, 19177 

A Well, he didn't need me. The State sent me down there, 
The I, W. W. business wae all over with, 

Q It broke out there and some arrests were mde? 

A It broke out there and a nuaber of arrests were made. 

Q he Rangers and the local officers 414 all they eéuld 
and it waa finally suppressed? 

A Most of that happened e short time befcre I went into 
the Rangers. 

Q <A great many were taken to Dallas and in a conference 
with the district attorney a great many promised to behave 
themselves and were permitted te go back to their families? 
I think se, 

By agreement with them and ther counsel? 

I think 80, 

Who was their counsel? 

I eould not tell you. 

They 414 have counsel from Sweetwater at Dallas? 
I could not tell you. 


You were net there? 
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Ne, sir; I was not there, 


Q 


I will ask you, Mr. Barbee, if when you were on the 


force infercing the law against the eriminal element, and now, 


im your position es deputy sheriff, if there is not a geod 


deal of complaint against you among some of the boys? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Sure; of course. 
And some good people erizieise you? 
It fe exactly politioal fear,- thet is what this is. 


When you were en the foree, your chums and your com 


reées, g00d people, criticised you too? 


A 


Yes; I understood from Captain Jerry Gray that there 


were letters sent him stating thet I had gone to Hl Pase to 


make on investigation and get Felix Jones out of jail, and 


euch matters as that. 


EXAMINED BY MR. TIDWELL. 


Q De you know of any overt act in which the Rangers 


violated a law or mistreated anybody? If so I would like to 
know it? 


A 


Personally, I de not. 


Q When 414 you cease to be a Ranger? 


A 


On about the 25th day ef April I wired the Adjutant 


General my resignation from San Angelo, Texas, 


Q 
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Q 


How many Rangers did you serve under? 

Captain Kensom, Jerry Gray and Captain Cunninghan. 

How many were in the company? 

There were sometimes from ten to fifteen in my company. 
Where were your headquarters most of the time? 
Sweetwater in 1917 and I was at Eagle Pass. 

Was there any complaint against you as a Ranger at that 


time up there? 


A 


As I stated while age, all the complaint I heard ef-- 


they would net tell me personally, nobody wouldn't, but the 


Adjutant General was receiving letters here or my Captain re- 


perted te me, and asked me ebout--- 

Q Was there any complaint about these who served with 
you anf exereised their duties with you from time te time, as 
a Ranger? 

A I eeuld net speak for then. 

Q De you know? 

A There were compleainta against any man whe will de his 
duty, any officer. 

Q You say there are complaints against any men whe will 
do his duty? Ie that true now, or is this a fiotitious 
transaetion egainst these Rangers er is there ground fer it? 

A TI eould not--- 

Q You know whether there is ground for the eomplaint? 

A There are oitisens out there thet sre afraid ef the 
Rengers. There are good law-abiding oitisens-- 

Q When you were a Kanger at Sweetwater 414 you do any- 
thing to make the people afraid of you as a Ranger? 

A IfT 444 I didn't know it, 

Q De you know of any other Ranger that was acting in an 
overbearing, intolerant way that caused people to be afraid of 
hin? 

Yes. 

Hane hin? 

Barron G. Parrish. 

Any ether man? 

The ether man the people talked of is dead now, 
Sane hin? 

Mr. White. 

How long has he been dead? 

He was killed seme time last year, I think, 
Where was he killed? 
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A fT eould not say. I read an account of it in the 
paper, in East Texas. 
Q Did you ever serve with hin? 
A TI have been with him but never worked in his company. 
Q Was he killed in East Texas about the time they were 
supposed to attempt to arrest some slackers cover there? 
A 1 think so. I read it in the paper. 
Q You were not there and don't know anything about it? 
A Wo; I was at Kagle Pass. | 
EXAMINED BY MR. KNIGHT. 
Parrish is eff ef the force at this time? 
I think so, 
He at that time was arresting those people? 
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A Yes; what got the Ranger serfice in bad was men like 
Barren B. Parrish eold-decking men ef the town and different 
places. They thought the Stete should not have a man like 
that. 

Q He was over sealous in the discharge of his duties? 

A Yes, sir. 

EXAMINED BY MR. FORD. 

Q He was overbearing and disagreeable too, wasn't he? 

4 He had thet reputation and he did things in town that 
eaused Rangers to de criticised and he did things in Sweet- 
water sueh as going and searching ladies’ trunks et their awa 
residences, 

Q You have had complaints of the present Rangers being 
everbearing and disagreeable? 

A Yes, we have hed complaints like that since I have been 
in the sheriff's effice. 


Q You have had complaints of them also exeeeding their 


ie ag 


autherity and raising rows, especially in that restaurant 
racket,- you hed compainta regerding that? 

A That was before our tine but there is lote of talk 
abeut thet at the present time. 

Q Did you ever hear J. H. Beall say anything about a 
eouple ef prisoners he defendant out there? 

A MWe; the enly thing I heard him speak ef the Rangers 
thet ie in service now, one that had been raised there, that 
talked a little abrupt te him, or emart, or something, dut 
he ie not in service now. 

MR. KNIGHT: You say he was raised in thet eounty? 

A He wae raised in the county. 

MR, TIDWELL: Te he etill in the service? 

A f think he hae been discharged. Hie name was John Block, 

MR. FORD: Q De you know whether or not the eitisens 
ef that cenmunity epposed hie appointment? 

4 He was a man I considered should have been in the 
aray service, 

Q He was of military age? 

A Yes, air. 

Q De you know the oltisens of that community protested 
about it to Adjutest General Harley? 

A TI don't know about that, I know thetr feelings about it, 
There were twe or three in the office playing dominoes there 
the other night and they were discussing it then, 

Q What were their feelings in regard to it? 

A They were not very good, 

WR, KNIGHT: De they play dominoes in the sheriff's office? 

A Yea; they were playing dominees in the sheriff's 
effiee, at might; we don't earry that on but that just hape 
pened to be a bunch came up-~-- 


EXAMINED BY MR. LACKEY. 

Q You say there are two political faetions eut there? 

A Yes, sir, seens to be. 

Q De the Rangers out there now in service take any 
part in these political factions? 

A TI have not heard any eemplains about them taking any 
pelitical--- 

Q Is the sheriff's department working in harmeny with the 
Rangers or are they working seperately and apart or have 
nothing to de with eagh other? 

A If the Rangers have been to the sheriff's offiee and 
offered their assistance I don't know it. 

Q You say the sheriff never requested theirs? 

A Se, sir. I will be pleint with you, that the sheriff's 
department don't eare to werk with the Rangers. 

Q De you know of any Rangers that have been gambling 
eut there yourself ef your own knowledge? 

A TI have--I do frem evidence. I don't know whether 
4t is all right for me to ell what I have read from the 
evidence? 

Q Have those men been indicted? 

A Wo; they were not indicted. 

Q You don't know of your own knowledge? 

A Se, sir: Mese Newnan, @ very prominent man, $014 me 
that he had played as many as twenty games with e certain 
Ranger there and he was indicted. 

Q Sone of the Rangers were indicted? 

A MYNo, sir. 

EXAMINED BY MR. FORD. 
What did Billingsly say about it? 

A He had some complaints; didn't think they had treated 

him right in a certain betting or gamingor something. 


Q Whet Ranger was that? 


A Ranger McKenzie. 

Q Did he tell you how many games he played with him? 

A oe; he didn’t say how many gawes, I don't believe. 
That caused quite « lot ef talk among eur citizens about the 
games there. 

Q <As deputy sheriff jen't there been quite ea nusber of 
good citizens of the town coupleined to you in regard te the 
action of those Hangers around there at the depot at Sweet- 
water and ladies passing through, their attentions and se 
on? 

A I mever paid any attention to that, as I said while 
ago they will complein ebout anything. 

G There has been some complaint on that line, hasn't 
there? 

4 There has been come complaint; there has been talk-- 
no oOmplaint, but talk. 

ESAUINED BY CHAIRMAN BLEDSOE: 

Q Fer the purpese ef identification, whe conducts the 
eefe where this Ranger is supposed te have made the assault 
en the bey? 

A 4d. 4. Greene 

Q V¥hat is the name of the bey? 

A Buddy Creesh. 

Q Is he here? 

A No; he is at Ranger, Texac, working for the Seett 
Resteurant Company. 

Q You spoke about some Ranger going through seme ledies’ 
trunks, searching then? 

A Yes. 

What Ranger wae that? 

Barrea G. Parrish. 

Is he still in the country there? 
Ne, sir. 
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Q Cem you give us the names of any of those whose trunks 
were searched? 

A Mrs. Heisler is the lady I heard complain. Parrish 
was looking for information in regard to this man being an 
I. W. ¥, 

Q Was her husband a resident of the city there? 

A Yes, and is now: an employee of the Santa Fe end a 
good man. 

Q What are his initials? 

Heisler? 

Yes. 

I ceuld not tell you. 

Wheat does he do for the Santa Fe? 
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A He was cashier but since they went torether in the 
Union station he is employed at the station, I don't know 
what he does. 

Q He is an employee at the & tation? 

A He is not employed at the passenger station,- at the 
freight station. 

Q What Ranger was it that was said to have made this 
assault en the boy? 

4 In the restaurant? 

A ‘Yes. 

A Sam MocKensie. 

*] Is he the man yeu gaid, that one of the men said was 
in thirty poker games with hin? 

A ‘Twenty poker games. 

Q Did he say whe won? 

A Yes, I think he was made because Sam got off with the 
money. 

EXAMINED BY MR. KNIGHT. 

Q Did you er any of the deputies or the sheriff er Judge 

Beall, any one in autherity there, ever ask the Adjutant 


General to remove the Rangers from Sweetwater that you 
know of? 

A tI mover have. I could not say. 

Q ‘The boy in the restaurant, how old was he? 

A He is a grown man; he has been in the army and dis- 
charged. 

Q ‘hat is all. 


SREREAKTRARERSEKLARKRHE 


JOHN BRYAN, 

called as a witness before the Joint Committee in 
eonneetion with the charges prepared by Mr. John J. Ferd, 
having beem duly sworn, testified as follows: 

EXAMINED BY MR. FORD. 

What is your mamwe? 
John Bryan. 
Where do you live? 
Sweetwater, Texas. 
How lomg have you lived in Sweetwater, Texas? 
I heave lived in that vicinity since 1882. 
Whet official position de yeu hold there now, if any? 
Justice of the Peace. 


Justice of the Pesce in the Sweetwater preeincet? 
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Justice of the Peace, preoinet number one, yes, sire 


& 


How long have you been there? How long have yeu been 
Justice of the Peace? 

A I am serving my second term: 

Q Were you Justice of the Peace of that precinst on or 
about the time that Bostiek was placed in jail over there? 


A Yes, sir. 

Q Iwill esk you if yeu made an examination of his body, 
went te the jail and investigated that, held an inquest? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q What conelusion 414 you come to in regard to that? 

A TI made an investigation, I will state how I came te 
make it: Mr. Yarberough was sheriff; he called me at my 
residence on the morning of the 22nd of March, 1918, and 
told me there was es man dead down there in the jail. We went 
down there and went inte the jail. He was on the third 
floor, our jail there is a three-story construction. He 
epened up a trade leading upstairs into the upper stery and 
this man was hung to the bars of the cell. I think the 
third cell on the left hand side as we rent up staire on the 
third floor. I found the doors were open up there, of the 
cell. I found his body in ee1l number two, that is my best 
recollection; that is the second cell from the landing; his 
cost and hat and his shoes and hose were hung around in this 
other cell, other cell, and the door of the cell was open too. 
There was no door up there closed in any of those cells and 
there was nobody else, ne prisoner and ne other corpse, I 
don't reokon, up there. 

Q Did you or any ene else pull anything out of his 
throat? 

A Doctor Leaeh pulled a red handkerchief out of his 
throat, one of those cotton handkerchiefs. 

Q Did he have any difficulty getting = it out of his 
mouth? 

A He said it was mighty hard to pull out. He is not very 
stout. 

Q How far did that appear to be down in his throat? 


A He said it was way down, he made examination; it was 


pretty well stuek down in his threat. 

Q How was the fellow hamging-- did his feet toush the 
fleer? 

A He was lopped up en the floor sorter, in that shape, 
vewed up. 

MR. KNIGHT: His feet touching the floor? 

A His feet were on the fleor and his knees bowed up 
six or Seven inches. 

(MR. FORD, resuming) Q. How was he fastened to the cell? 

A He was tied to the bars. 

Q From your investigation could you sey anyway hew he 
eould have hung himeelf there? 

A That was my idea about it; I don't know. 

Q@ In your opinion---- 

SENATOR PAGE: Ask him what his verdict was. 

A I guess if he hung himself he had to rear back like a 
balky horse. 

SBHATOR PAGE: Didn't you make a finding as Justice of the 
Peace? 

A Yes, sir. 

SENATOR PAGE: What did you find? 

A I found efter the grand jury made investigation. 

SENA®OR PAGE: What did you find before the grand jury met? 

A 1 never entered up any verdict until after the grand 
jury met. 

Q ‘Then what 4414 you find and eater up? 

A TI entered it up as suioide,. 

Q What did you wait until after they met to enter it up 


A I didn't know but what they might develope something 


SENATOR PAGE: Im your opinion, Judge, was that a suleide? 

A Yeu would have to take it for one. You could not prove 
that there was anything else done. 

CHAIRMAN BIEDSOE: We are not hearing anything you ere 
saying. 

A T say we had no proof that it was anything elise but a 
wa. FORD: 

Q You so stated in your verdict, in your opinion that it 
was not a suicide, though? 

MR. KNIGHT: I objeet to thet. 

SENATOR PAGE: Are you trying to impeach your witness? 

MRe FORD: Ho, sir. 

THE FITNESS: What is the matter? 

MR. FORD: I said in your opinion you did not believe 
that {t was a suicide? 

MR. ENICGHT: I object. 

(Objection sustained by the Chairman.) 

THE WITNESS: It didm't look reasenable hardly for a 
fellow to commit suicide in that shape but I guess he sould. 

MR. FORD: Q You say it didn't loek reasonadle? 

A It didn't look reasonable. 

eee he Gace car to enter up a solemm judgment on that kind 
ef a thing? 

A TI talked to the county attorney and that was abort the 


only conclusion I could come to. 


I thought it was the best thing to do. 


Q What did the eounty attormey have to do with it? 

A He generally represents the business there. 

Q You entered up the judgment because he told you to? 
A M48o, sir. 

Q Why 414 you? 

A 

Q 


Whether it was a fact, or not? 
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A Yes, sir. 

Q De you know the Ranger service out there, any of the 
Rangers in service? 

A TI em pretty wellesquainted with some of then, twe or 
threee 

Q ds Jdustive of the Peace there have been mo complaints 
made te you about the Rangers, as to their service out there? 

A Hever been any complaints made. 

Q I mean, hac anybody come to you and complained? 

A here has been some grumbling, yes. 

Q What seems to be the opinion of the best people out 
there generally in regard te the Rangers being stationed out 
there? 

A Well, there are some good people there that differ, some 
of them think we need them there and some of them think we don't. 

Q What do you think about it,as an officer? 

A At this present time I don't think there they@e needed, 
There ain't nothing doing up there. 

Q What is the majority opinion of the people there? What 
is your opinion ? 

A TI have not talked to many of them. I don't know but I 
think that the majority of them think we don't need them at 
this present time. That would be my opinion about it. 

EXAMINED BY MR. TIDWELL. 
You live inSweetwater? 
Do I live there? 
In the town of Sweetwater? 


Yes, sir. 
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Were there any Rangers about that jail or in that jeil 
at this time? 


A Yes, sir. 
Q Who were they? 


A Captain Ransom was present, 


Q 


Was he acting as body guard over that prisoner? 


A I @on't know. He didn't know---- 

Q I am talking sbout when the man committed suicide 
er was killed,- was there any Ranger staying in that jail? 

A YXone that I imow of. 

Q What time dia you go there? 

A About seven-thirty. 

Q In the morning? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Hedn‘t some Rangers stayed in that jail that night? 

A I éon't think they did. The only Ranger I seen present 
wae thet Captain that morning. 

Q Was he there when you got there? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q What 414 he say about it? 

A He went up there with me. 

Q He went ur there with you from tom? 

A Se, from the eutside of the jail. 

Q He was outside of the jail whem you got there? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Who was the custodien of that jail, the Kangers er the 
sheriff? 

A The sheriff, I suppose. 

Q Who was the sheriff? 

A dack Yarborough. 

Q Did he Iver tell you whether or not the Rangers were 
in that jail that night that the man was suppesed to have died? 

A Wo, sir. He never told me anything about it. 

Q Did yeu examine that man's body, remove his clothes to 


see if there were any bruises about hin? 


A 


Se by 
qk q 


We opened up his clothes. 


Diag not take them off? 


A So, sir. 

Q Was there any bruises on his neek, shoulders or arms 
eas if he had been in any encounter with any person’? 

A There was no brubes on him only on his hand; he kad his 
hand bruised. 

Q Were his hends tied together or loose? 
His hands were loose. 
Were they drawn up or hanging by his side? 
Hanging down. 
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Did you look at the palms of his hands or his fingers to 
gee if he had been engaged in any enoounter with anybody? 

A I looked at hishands; his left hand,- no, it was his 
right hand, it was this hand on this side (indieating), was 
brusied on tho back of it, right gmart bruise, skinned place. 
(Indicated right hand.) 

Q Was that a bruise thet had been brought about by contact 
with am object at the time he was dead or was it an abrasion 
made by a Strike er lick? 

A 17 thought that he might heve hung himself, that he mey 
have done that himself on the bars. 

Q Whose testimony did you take? 

Mr. Thompson's, the deputy sheriff. 
Anybody else? 

Several present at the investigation. 
Did you take that testimony in writing? 


No, sir. 
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You don't know why yeu did not make a written revert of 
the testimony for the grand jury? 

A ff think Mr. Thompson's statenent--- 

Q Signed by you and sworn to? 

A Wo, he didu't sign it. We kept this investigation epen. 
ry OT @dm’t deeide then. 


i he 


Q De you know ef any particular event or eccesion when a 
Ranger mistreated a eitizen, if so, state when if was? 

A I don't know of a Ranger,~ just hearsay. 

Q Did you hear about this Ranger that abused the barber 
that time? 

A TI heard it talked of. 

Q Why didn't you have him arrested? 

A Where they come in and make a complaint, they generally 
make a complaint when they want a man arrested. 

Q Did you hear about that Ranger gambling with some citi- 
zen there? 

A Not until I eame down here, 

Q Never heard of that before? 

A Tf have heard it talked around thet they were gambling 
there. 

EXAMINED BY MR. LACKEY. 

Q Heard it talked that Rangers were gambling er just general 
ganbling? 

Q Just gemeral poker playing. 

Q Have you had any friction in your office as Justice ef 
the Peace with the Rangers? 

A Wo, sir. 

Q Have they copperated with you in discovering vidatiens 
ef the law since you have been Justice of the Peace? 

4 They have been around my office; they have not Jone any 
business there. I meet them frequently, 

Q No one has filed any complaint against the Rangers sinee 
you have been Justice of the Peace? 

A MWo, sir. 

Q Did you examine the jailer that had the keys of that 
jail the morning after the suicide? 


A Yes; Mr. Thompson. 

Q Did he state whether anybody had been in there the 
night before or not? 

A He said this man was brought in there the morning before 
he wes found dead on the second morning. 

Q He was evidently hanged the night before? 

A fhe night efterwards. 

Q Was there anybody in there the night of the hanging? 

A Wot that I know of. 

Q Did you ask the jailer about it, did the jailer or the 
sheriff have the keys? 

A The jailer; deputy sheriff. I think Mr. Yarborough, 
whet he was fetohed in there was out ef town, and he was turned 
over to the deputy sheriff, Mr. Thompson. 

Q Who stayed at the jail that night? 

A Yarborough lived in the jail. 

Q Was he there? 

A I think he was there the night that they supposed he 
hung himself; this investigation was on the 22nd day ef March, 
1918, and my understanding, this prisoner was fetched in there 
on the morning of the 2lset day of Mareh and turned over to the 
jailer, Mr. Thompson, and it was the next morning that he was 
found dead. 

Q@ The next morning after the day he was brought inf 
Yes, sir. 

And Mr. Thompson stayed at the jail that night? 
I suppose he did. 
He had the keys? 
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Yes, sir. 
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EXAMINED BY SENATOR WILLIFORD. 

Q Im your investigation d14 the testimony show who made 
the discovery of the dead man? 

A Mr. Thoupson. 

Q Who is Thompson? 

A Deputy sheriff, under Mr. Yarborough. He is present 
in the house. 

MR. TIDVELL: Q. Did the “angers have access to the jail? 

A M4o, sir, not that I know of. 

Q Didn't see them with any key to the jail? 

A MSo, sir. 

Q You said just now when he is supposed to have hung him- 
self; is that supposition om your part er a supposition of the 
eommunity there? 

A That is a supposition of the community. 

EXAMINED BY MR. KNIGHT. 

Q Captain Ransom was there when you got there? 

A ‘Yes, sir. 

Q He came up that morning, or down, rather, in cempany 
with Mr. Lud Williams, a lawyer from Waco, didn't he? 

A TI eould not tell you who he eame down with. 

Q He came in about seven o'clock and went to a hotel and 
he left Mr. Williem's side to go down to see about his prisoner, 
did that develope on the trial? 

No, sir. 

Mr. Ransom was the only Ranger in town? 

Yes, sir. 

Mr. Thompson was the jailer and a deputy sheriff? 
Yes, sir. 

Mr, Yarborough lived in the jail? 


Yes, sir. 
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There were prisoners on the first floor? 


a ¢ 
ta t 
oe 


On the fleor abeve his residence. 
I mean the second floor, the floor above his residence? 
Yes, sir. 
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This mam was on the third floor and was the only prisoner 
up there? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Could anybody have gotten up from the ground floer, from 
the cells of the floor in which prisoners were, up to the third 
floer without the prisoners having seen them? 

A TI should not have thought go. 

Q Iwill ask yeu another question: Didn't Mr. Thompson 
state there in his statemeat--- 

WHE CHAIRMAN: Let's don't go into that. Mr. Thompson is 
here. 

Q (Mr. Knight) ‘he grand jury investigated it and refused 
to returm a bill against anybody and you entered a judgment that 
it was a suicide? 

A Yee, sir. 

Q Amd it is of record? That is all. 

EXAMINED BY MR. FORD. 

Q The prisoner had been placed in the jail with the ¢el1 
deors open, is that the way it was? in the run-around ef the 
jail, is that right? 

A fhe door was open when I went up there. 

Q Just the main door of the jail was the only one that was 
closed? 

A fhe jailer just unlocked the door as we went up there. 

Q The cell in whieh the man spent the night, where his 
clothes were, was epent 


A Yes, sir. 


Q@ dnd the cell in which he hung himself, the door was open, 


ie that right? 

A Theedll doers were open. 

Q He had the freedom ef the run-around: What kind ef jail 
is that? 

A fhree-story constywaction. 

Q What is it built of? 

A Brick. 

Q When he was in the run-around there wasn't anything 
holding hin but a brick wall, was there? 

A I don't know about that. I have not examined that part 
ef it. It was full of cells up there. 

EXAMINED BY MR. TIDVELL. 

Q Could this prisoner have cone down from the third floor 
inte the second floor where the other prisoners were and ther 
come on down into the sheriff's office or residence and escaped 
on aecount of having the freedom of the run-around en the 
third floor? 

A He would have had to get through that door. 

Q TI want to know whether or not the door was opem er 
whether ke had any means to gat out? 

A tf seid the doer leading up there was locked. 

MR. ENIGHT: Y want to state that Mr. Thompson in his state- 
ment said that the cell door was opened by Mr. Thompson in giving 
the gentloman his breakfast the following morning, that he opened 
it te speak to him and I want to show hy the Judge that is what 
he testified to there. 

THE CHAIRMAN: That is not proper, to show it. 

MR. LACKEY: You don't know who had been up there before you 
went to hold the inquest? 

A MUo, sir. 


T. Be THOMPSON, 


ealled as a witness in connestion with charges prepared 


by Mr. John J. Ford, having previously been duly swern, tes- 
tified befere the Joint Committee, as follows: 


EXAMINED BY MR. KNIGHT. 


Q What is your name? 

A fT. B. Thompson. 

Q Where do you live? 

A Big Springs. 

Q Did you ever live in Sweetwater? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q When did you live there? 

A I left there the llth day ef November, 1918. 

Q When wag it that the bedy of Bostiek was found in the 

jail? 

A TI don't remember the exact date. I think it was Mareh, 
1918. 

Q What was your business at that time? 

A I was deputy sheriff and the jailer, had charge of the 
jail. 

Q Did you sleep in the jail that night? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Was Yack Yarborough there himself? 

A He was there. 

Q@ You both slept there that night? 

4 Yes, sir. 

Q Who else sleptthere, outside of Yarborough's family? 

A Mo one. 

Q Whese business was it to go up and feed the prisoners in 
the morning? 

A Mine. 

Q Did you go to feed the prisoners that morning? 

A Yes, sir. 


*] 
night? 
A 
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I will ask you if any prisoners were at that jail that 


Ho, sir. 

Theat prisoner was brought there by the Rangers? 
Yes, sir. 

What time 414 they bring him there? 


It wae about ene e’oleek in the morning; it was after 


twelve e‘clock. I had gone to bed. 


Q 


A 
Q 
A 


They delivered him to you? 

Yes. sir. 

What became of thoseRangers? 

I can only tell you what they told me. They brought the 


prisoner there and Wanted to leave him in jail and wanted to go 
back to Clairemoat in Kent County before daylight. I loeked the 


prisomer up and dian t gee thém any more. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 


They disappeared? 

Yes, sir. 

You did mot see anything more of those Bwo Rangers at all? 
I didn’t see anything mere of those t wo Rangers at all I 


expect for four or five days. 


Q 
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Was it the fellowing morning you found his body there’ 
Yes, sire 

The very morning he was brought there? 

Ne, it was the next morning. 

You fed him the noxt morning? 

Yes, oir. 

He was there the follewing day? 

Yes, sir. 

The fellowing morning you feund his cerpse? 
Yes, sir. 

Had these Rangers been teck? 


He, sir. 


* 
w 


That was Sam MeKensie? 
Sergeant UcKensie end a fellow named Coone. 
Tell the Committee what you discovered next morning? 


2 > © 


A ‘his prisener Bostick was on the third floor; there was 
mo priseners on that fleor but him. I went te the third floer 
first te get his pans ani discovered him and seen he was dead, 
and went back downstairs and told Mr. Yarborough and wernt over 
to the eourt house and told the Justice of the Peace, and I 
think we got everybody in the sonrt house, we got a crewi and 
went ever. Mr, Yarborough went to the nost office and when he 
came baek Captain Ramsom came in; my understanding was he came 
in on the traix that morning. 

Q Describe where you fornd the body? 

A We had what we called the "bull per” on the third floer, 
four cells in that and a niii-around in front of the cells. The 
prisoner was in the third cell. He had access to the run-around, 
when I opened up the door, when I went into his eell I discovered 
him and I turrmed and went back downstairs. 

Q And left the door epen? 

A Yes, left the big door open. 

Q That fie how ceme the big door open when the crewd got 


A That is how came the big door open when the crowd got there. 
It was loeked whem you went up? 

Yes, sir. 

You unlocked it? 

I unlocked it. 

Captain Ransom came up there with Mr. Yarborough? 

Yes, sir. 

Did you see Lud Williams that morning? 

If I saw him I doen't remember it. 
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Q Do you know whether or not he ene to town with 
Captein Renson? 

A TI sat Lud Villiems in tom thet morning. I understand 
he eane with Renson. 

Q Where fron? 

A Snyder. 

Q Had enybody knocked on that door, or been in that jail 
that night after you retired except yourself and Mr, Yarborough? 
That is all. 

Nobody had gone urstairs there at 211? 
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Ho, sir. 
QQ ast tell the Comittee ac nearly as you can the situat- 
fon there, with reference to that corpse: you saw it suspended and— 

A Ke had a small belt, something like mine, and haé tied a 
string in the buekle and run that around his neck, took pert of 
hie shaet ané got up at the top of the bar and wound it around 
that bar, had it tied to something like his waist, stuffed a 
hesdikerchief ask in his mouth end just 8114 out. 

Q@ Hov were his feet? 

A Hie feet were sticking out; he war just standing, looked 
like, when I first disccvered him, in a leaning position against 
the bars. He was kind of leaning, in position like this, his feet 
kind of stuok out. 

Q Did you examine the body ef the corpse with reference te 
discovering any abrasions or evidence of external violence? 

A I sever made any examination at thet time. When I walked 
te the front of the cell and looked at him I went back down and 
reported to Mr. Yarborough and went and got the Justice of the 
Peace and the health officer ané when the crowd got up there 
I leoked over him but never made any close examination of hin. 

Y reeken ten or fifteen were loeking him over. 

Q You saw Deeter Leach looking him over? 


4 Yes, saw Dostor Leach looking hin over. 


Q Deetor Leach's idea was that his feet--- 

THE CHAIRMAN: Judge, let's don't --- 

Q You are certain that his feet were on the ground? 

A Oh, yes; absolutely certain that hie feet were on the 
ground; he had them in a twisted position something like that 
(Allustrating). 

EXAMINED BY MR. FORD. 
Hew lenmg have there been Rangers out there? 
I don't really know. just how long they have beon there, 


Q 
A 
Q You were deputy sheriff there how long? 
A Four years. 

Q 


In yeur opinien ere the Rengers necessary there at this 


A Well, I really don't know: right around the tow there 
the latter part of the last year thet I stayed there there was 
really nothing to do. 

Q Wasn't anything to de? 

A So, sir. 

Q Im your opinion, haven't you so expressed yourself, that 
the Ranger ferce should have some regulation? 

A I don't know. The Ranger force never 414 bother us while 
we were there. My connection with the sheriff and the Rangers 
force was very pleasant. 

Q You have expressed yourself that the Manger foree ought 
to ve abolished, haven't you? 

A TI don't know that I have expres:ed myself in regard to 
but ene Ranger who was out there. We had ome Kanger who imposed 
eon Quite a lot of folks with eold decks, named Parrish. 

Q Haven't you talked to me, mot stating any speeial mis- 
conduct, but haven't you stated that the Ranger foree ought te 
be ababhished erregulated in seme way? 
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A Ne, I don't think I ever did. 
EXAMINED BY MR. LACKEY. 

Q Mr. Thompson, you have some pretty warm political 
factions out there? 

A Yes, they get pretty warm out there. 

Q You know of the Rangers taking part in the eleetions or 
anything of that kind? 

A Ho; I newer heard of the Kangers taking part in the 
eleetions on any side. 

Q You say in your four years as deputy you cooperated with 
the Rangers and they cooperated vith your department end hed no 
friction at ail? 

A Had no friction whatever, 

EXAMTHED BY lh. TIDVELL. 

Q Do you mow of any instance in which a Ranger exceeded 
his authority end ever-did--or intimidated any citizen eut there? 

A MWNo, sir. 

Q De you know of any instance in which a Kanger er any par-~ 
ticular Kanger was acting in an improper, overbearing or intoler- 
ant way towards a citizen or any particular person? 

A WNSo, sir. 

Q Do you know of any transaction in which a Ranger habitually 
participated in gambling? 

A Never knew of any of them gambling. 

Q De you know of some incident out there in whieh seme 
Ranger is suppesed to have cursed a barber cut? 

A fT have never heard of it. 

Q When did you leave the office? 

A I left the office the llth day ef November, 1918. 

Q De you know anything about a transaction in a cafe 
there in which a bey was struck er maltreated or nistreated? 


4 All I knew is whet Mr. NeKensie tela me himself, 


Q Is that the Kenger? 

A ‘tes. we came into the office one morning and said he 
had a difficulty with a “hasher" dowa there in the restaurant. 

Q Did he tell you what the trouble was and what was done? 

A We, sir. 

Q@ Ie that all he said? 

A He said he guessed ,- I don't remember the exact words he 
did say. 4e said that he had had a difficulty with a hasher 
éewn there in the restaurant. 

Q Is that a11? 

A That is about all he said ehout it. T never heard eny 
complaint of the hasher. 

EXAMINED BY wR. FORD. 

Q De you remember the names ef the two boys the Rangers 
arrested and placed in jail over there, charged with murder, I 
believe, supposed to be, frem Coneche county? 

A I remember one of their names, one of them was named 
Guthrie; I don't remember the other fellow's name. 

Q2 De you know his initial? 

A San. 

Q Where does he live, éo you knew? 

A Wo, I don't; he was brought there and kept in jail for 
severel days. 

Q He was kept in jail there for several days? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you know anything about the Rangers going up there and 
torturing and cursing him er abusing him pretty bad? 

A Wo, sir. 

Q You don’t know anything about it? 

A No, sir; nothing like that eseurreéd. 

Q Well, weuld you absolutely have known it if 4t had oeourr- 


goo eat 


A Me or Mr. Yarborough one would be with them , when they 
heé prisoners in jail. It never ceourred while I was in jail, Tf 
know. When Mr. Yarborough when up with them { don't kmow what 
eceurred. 

EXAMINED BY CHAIRMAN PLEDEOE. 

Q Do you mow Kanger Hodges? 

A ‘Yee, sir. 

Q Do you remember the circumatance of him bringing a negro 
im your jail in 1918 and keeping him in your jail? 

A Yes, elr. 
¥hat wae that negro sherged with? 

Theft. 

Hoéres wernt out there and brought him in? 

My understand ie he brought him in fron Sen Angelo. 
Shere wae the theft supposed to have heen comaltted? 
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San Angele. 

Q@ And he brought him there from San Angelo without a 
warrant? 

A He brought him there ané put him in Jeil. 

& You lect him put him in your jail and keep him there with- 
oat any Werrant on earth? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And keep him there a week or ten days? 

A Sept him there part of a day, my recollection is, he 
was taken out the next morning. 

Q Ton't you know his lawyers came up five or six days 
afterwards end applied to the district court for an ord_r to 
return him and thet he was kept there for that length of time 
fim your jail, for that length of time? 

A The lewyer either came the evening after the negro was 
put in thet morning or the next morning. I remember it very well; 
IT hed ea conversation with this lawyer in an hour after they loeked 
the segre up and he told me he was coming. I don't lmow whether 


he got there the next day, that day,--I am positive the negro went 
away the next day, not longer than the next day. 

Q What dia those Rangers tell you was the reagon for bring- 
ing him out of the county where he was arrested and where the 
theft was supposed to have been committed? 

A If he gave me any reason I don't remember it. 

Q Was it your custom to let one of those Rangers bring 
anybody they wanted to and lock them up whether they had precess 
or net? 

A We had a custom if a Ranger or officer brought a prisoner 
there and wanted him locked up we usually locked him up, 

Q All that was necessary was for a Kerner to bring a man 
there? 

A When a Ranger er an officer brought a man there we 
ugually locked him up. 

Q I am not asking you about anybody but a Ranger? 

A Well, when a Ranger brought a prisoner there we usually 
locked hin up. 

Q If « Renger brought a prisoner to your jail you leaked 
him up without a warrant? 

A Yes, sir. 

EXAMINED BY MR. MeMILLIN, 
You slept in the same jail with Yarborough that aight? 
Yes, sir. 


Did you sleep in the same room witr Yarborough? 
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No, sir. 

Q Did yeu have in your possession one key ef that reom up- 
stairs? 

A The only big key;we had two sete of little keys; when 
anybody eame in I had to get up at night. 

Q You said the man's feet were on the floor? 


A Yes, sir, 


Q Hew fer from where the belt was fastened to the bar 
above his head, how far was it to his neck? 

A TI doen't understand you? Khore it went ever the dar? 

Q Yee, frem the end in the bar where it runs through 
the buckle and ereund hie neck? 

A Dern to the buckle? 

Q Yes. 

A ‘The belt was leeped around his meck; he reached eround 
the tep bear and leoked like weund this sheet down or tied it 
down te his seat,- I don't remember. 

Q How far de you say his knees were from the floer? 

4 His feet were sticking ont; he was in kind ef a leaning 
pesition, something like this. 

Q His back or fase tewards the wall? 

A His back was to the wall. 

Q His feet sticking out in front? 

A Yes,- I don't knew,--little bit in front,- he was in a 
leaning position, 1 coked like had just slipped out. 

Q Did you put him in the cell or did the Ranger put hin 
in the ee11? 

A I put him in the cell. 

& Did he go up with you? 

A Myr. MeXensie went upstairs with me, I think, as well 
eas I remember; I am not sure. 

Q You reperted this to Yarborough and before he get back 
he went out and got a Raeuger and brought him back? 

A SNe; I went and reported te Mr. Yarborough and I told 
him I wenld ge te the court heuse and get the Justice ef the 
Peace and somebody and have them come te hold am inquest and Mr. 
Yarbderough went eff te the post office and when he cane back 
GepteisBensen was with hia 


G Before he went upstairs he went and got a Ranger? 


bow 


A IfTI ain't mistaken he went upstairs and I eeuld not 
be positive whether he went and iooked at the fellow hefere he 
went out or not. I aould not be pesitive whether he went up- 
stairs and looked at the fellow before he went out or whether 
he went right on out, befere we took the Justisge back up there 
fer the inquest. 

EXAMINED BY MR. KNIGHT. 

Q If I understand you that belt was tied with eae keet on 
to: this sheet and went right around these different places? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you hang that fellow, Thempson? 

A Well, if he was hung I am the man that is responsible 
for it. There were no Rangers in the jail. 

MR. TIDVELL: He was hung, wasn't he? 

A Yes, but he hung himself, is the opinion we all had ef 
it. 

EXAMINED BY ik. KNIGHT. 

Q What was hie condition about being nervous or melancholy 
the Gey before? 

A Yes, he was very nervous. 

GS He was not a bright man anyway, was he? 

& Didn't seem to be. That was the first time I ever seen 
hin, when he was firat brought to the jail. 

Q He was just as aseassin, hired--- 

THE CHAIRMAN: Hold on there. What was that? 

EXAMINED BY MR. MoMILLIN. 

Q he health officer was there befere you bet-the boly 
down, wasn't he? 

A Yes, sir. 

(Witness exeused.) 


JACK YARBOROUGH, 


eslled as a witness in sonnection with charges prepared 


by Mr. John J. Ford, having previously been duly sworn, testi- 
fied before the Committee, as follows; 


Q 
A 
8] 
A 
q 
A 
q 
A 
Q 
A 
@ 
A 
fe 
A 
Q 
A 


Q 


EXAMINED BY MR. KNIGHT. 
Whet is your same? 
Jack Yarborough. 
Where de you live? 
Sweetwater. 
How long have you resided there? 
A little over four years. 
Where did you go from there? 
I went from Kossoe, or seuth of Kosooe. 
That was in the same gounty’ 
Nolan Ceunty. 
How long have you been in Nolan County? 
About thirteen years. 
What efficial position did you ever occupy there? 
Sheriff of Nolan County. 
How long? 
Four yearse 


You served your second term this last term, you gave 


up effiece when? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


First of December. 
You were sheriff in March of last year? 
Yes, sir. 


Do you remember the cireumstances of Bostiek's bedy being 


found en the cell wall in March ef last year? 
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Yes, sir. 

Your residence was on the first floor of the jail? 
Yes, sir. 

Your family were there? 

Yes, sir. 


Q My. Thompson was deputy and jailer? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q Who were in thejail in addition te your family and 
yourself that aight except the prisener? 
A Thompsen. 
Was there any Ranger there that night? 
He, sir. 
Was there any Ranger in town to your knowledge? 
No, sir. 
Mr. Thompson received the prisener the morning before? 
Yes, sire 
The following morning was there a Ranger in town? 
Ho, sir. 
I mean the morning that the body was found? 
There was a Ranger came in there that morning. 
De you knew Lud Williams of Waco? 
Yes, sir. 
Did he come in with a Ranger that morning? 
Yes, sire 


What was his name? 
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Captein Ransom. I ‘phoned to Captain Ransom; they 
told me he was on his read to Sweetwater, and came in on the 
Santa Fe at seven o'clock. 

Q Tell your first information that this body was up- 
stairs? 

A Thompson went up te feed the prisoners that merning and 
I was in the kitehen, my wife and I, getting breakfast. He came 
back and said we had a suicide last night. I says, “Ie that 
we, "whe was it?" and he says, “Si Bostick,” and he and I togeth-~ 
er went back up there to this oell and we eame down and I 
told Thempsen, “You ‘phone the Justice of the Peace end I 
will call up and see if I ean get Captain Kansom and tell him 


abeut it. Soe I ealled te Snyder and they said he was on his 
read, left there that morning for Sweetwater, so I dreve 
drove down by the Wright hotel and ealled him out and he 

and Lud Williams eame out tegether and I told him what had 
happened in the jail. 

Q Did he go with you te the jail? 

A He dié not go back with me to the jail I don't think. 
He was there when the bedy was brought down,- when the erowd 
came down he was standing en the outside of the jail. 

Q He was there at the inquest? 

A Ses they held the inquest upstairs in the third 
floor. Captain Ransem never did go upstairs, if I remember 
right. 

Q Seme year and a half ago Judge Beall called on the 
Governor or the Adjutant General for some Rangers; they were 
sent out there in obedience to that request? 

A TI had a talk with Captain Ransom; he told me that the 
Adjutant General had told him to go te Abilene and he teld the 
Adjutant Senecral that he was acquainted with me and if it was 
jast the same he would rather go to Sweetwater, and on account 
ef the railway facilities he eould get eut and in either way 
he should go. He asked me if it was all right with me and I 
told him it was all right, would be glad to have him. He came 
te me amd asked me if it would be all right with me. 

Q During the continuance of your administration what were 
the relations between the sheriff's office and the Kanger 
ferce in that county? 

A We all worked together. The Rangers never did attend 
to any ef ny business. 


Q Was there harmeny and cooperation? 
A Yes, sir. 
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Q Did you, as shefiff of that ceunty, have oceasion, er 


41d yok receive authentic eomplaints of overbearing conduct 
er outrages perpetrated by those Kangers upon any oitisen? 
A Hene whatever. 
Q Did you ever, in your county, have any acquaintance 
with the F. L. Ps Ae? 
4 That wae before Captain Kansom came there, quite a 
whilee 
Q Did you make any, make a good many arrests in that 
eonnection? The F. iL. Pe Ae? 
Yes, sir. 
Where were they earried? 
Put in jeil. 
Were they finally relessed? 
Yes, sire 
Q Just tell the Committee where and by whom and the 
nature of the understanding or arrangement. 
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A Well, when we found out we had an organisation there 
--I figured that from 911 reports and everything, there 
would have to be something done. I hed no complaint for those 
men: I was up ageinst it. I didn’t know what course te pur- 
sue, seo I called the District Judge for that district, HW. ¥. 
Beall, he lives there, and I haf Ellis Dewthit, Henry Beall 
eni possibly half a dosen more, I don't remember how many I 
did have in council. I told them the whole thing, I put it 
up to them and showed them a letter that the men had written 
from Seurry County. I told them, “It is pretty rank,” that 
they had one hundred end eighty members here, and something 
ought te be done. They advised me to get the Rangers in 
case somebody might want to sue our bendemen for falee arrest 
or mistreatment. 

Q Do you remember who gave yeu that advice? 

A Judge Beall. 


Q Judge Wallace or Judge tienry? 
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A dJuadge Senry, Judge "allace and Judge Dowthit were 
the three attorneys. 

Q Some of the hest attorneys ef that eountry? 

4 Yes, sir. 

Q Go ahead. 

A We put twelve er fifteen of those fellews in jail; 
we got John White and Montgomery, a special Ranger, working for 
the Cattle Rsisers’ Asscoiation, he werked and all of us beys 
eut there during thie uprising of the 7. L. P. Aw. I got one 
of them in my office and he gave me the "dope", the names of 
the efficers and the rankest class. There were lots of goed 
eitisens in the F. L. P. A. Some of the best citizens were 
im it. I told him I wanted the names of the officera of the 
lodge and the rankest socialists of that lot. I knew then; 
he gave them to me. I gave them to the Rangers and theg if we 
would strike one of them om the street I weuld peint hin eut 
to him and they would put him in jail, and I put quite a few 
im there myself. Went ent in the country in my car and breught 
them ia. 

Q Yeu acted on the edvice ef Beall and Dewthit in hav- 
ing them come there? 

A Yes, sir. I went out in the country and met several 
mon myself, and the men from the Federal Department ef Justice 
came there to investigate the whole thing. They went baek te 
Dallas, the Federal Grand Jury wae in session, and they wired 
me to ceme to Dallas and bring three of these fellows with 
me, Whieh I did. Johm Ferd there went with us, representing 
these fellewsa, and Judge Gantia of Sweetwater. I was the first 
one went before the Grand Jury. Allen asked we what I theught 
about the propositien in that eountry. 


Q Whe was Allen? 


A Federal Assistant District Attorney, and I told Mr. 
Allen, "As far as I am individually concerned, those mon out 
there are all poor men, all have families and if they are 
willing and will break up, disband, not meet any more, I am 
satisfied and my peeple are satisfied to turn those people 
loose." He excused me out of the grand jury room. The whele 
three were not in there ever five minutes all put together. When 
they came eut he told me what they had decided. He said they had 
all promised to disband and , I am not sure, but I am pretty 
positive that on the advice of Judge Ford, theiz represenative, 
that he guaranteed that they would disband. I went ont ef the 
Federal building and wired my deputy te release these men I hai 
in jail. 

Q Yeu peroled them on their premise that they would dis- 
bani and behave thenselves? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Anything else you want to state to that Committee? 

A Net on that line. That is the reason those men were not 
indicted. 

Q <After that time was there anymore of this agitation 
going on? 

A Xe, sir. 

Q Other good peeple were mot deeoyed into it? 

A Absolutely broke {it up. There were lots ef good eitisens 
went inte it when they erganized it, but when you feund one ef 
those good citizens in it he looked yeu in the eye and ¢o14 you 
hew he got into it and apologised and got out. When yeu feund a 
citisen that got inte that he always came to you, came to. some 
ef us boys or the Federal authorities er some of us, and teld 
you how he got into it and apelogised. 
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EXAMINED BY MR. FORD. 


Q@ There never was any more trouble at all was there? They 
entirely disbanded and you never had any complaint against any 
ef those fellows, did you? 

A Yes, we had complaints against then. 

Q TI mean after this cecurred? 

A M¥Sot after they disbanied, no. 

Q Didu't some ef them come to you before you arrested 
them, wasn't there semething of that, and tell you they would 
like to turn you over all their books and everything, that they 
had not done anything? 

A He, sir. 

Q Carter did not come to you? 

A He came to me but he never did promise to turn over 
anything. 

EXAMINED BY MR. TIDWELL. 

Q Was it possible for a Ranger to have gotten in that 
jail that night by a ladder or otherwise and hanged that man 
Bostick? 

4A Absolutely nme. I had the keys in my possession that 
night. 

Q Do you know of any dukess caiten or any occurrence 
out there in whieh a Ranger has acted in an overbearing way ex 
mistreated any citisen in the Sweetwater commnity? 

A ‘The only thing that has ever cecurred in the Sweetwater 
eenmunity is when Sem MeKensie and this hasher hed that daiffi- 
culty in the restaurant. I investigated that diffieulty myself. 
I talked to Green, Mrs. Allen in there also. I talked to har 
the other day. She was im the restaurant and did not hear any of 
the conversation. I found that this boy is a kind of smart Aleek, 

in ether words, if you ge in there and order anything he is 
inclined to be kind of smart; he might not have intended anything 


when he said what he did to Sam. Anyhow, the conversation 
came up, I disremember what he said to Sam, anyhow, Sam threw 
@ salt eellar at him and used a little rough language, whieh 
any of us would have used in an cecurrence of that kind, but 
it @idm’t amouht to anything and wasn't any more said about it. 

Q That is the only incident that happened? 

A In regard to this barber now-- 

Q Were you sheriff when that happened? 

A Yea, sir. I am not right eure about that. I believe I 
was. It was at the time this Dudley White was killed, and this 
barber made some slight remark, in regard to that and it made 
Sem mad, I think, and Sem made some slight remark. There wasn't 
any words passed thet I know of, and I expeet the barber eursed 
ae much as Sam cursed. He is pretty bad to swear himself, “e 
mover made any complaint about it, the barber never ade any com- 
plaint about it to me and I notice MeXensie goes in there and 
shaves When he is in town. I don't think they are at outs about 
it at all. 

Q State about when they brought a megro there and put 
him in jail without a warrant? 

A I was out at the time. Bill Pateh is the man, special 
agent for the Santa Fe; he came there and got Hodge to go get 
thie man, that he had a compleint for; when he came back and 
found he hed no eomplaint Captain Ransom made Puta and Hédge 
himself take this man back to San Angelo jail and deliver hin 
to them. He was put in there one day and taken out the next 
day, { believe. 

Q What was the eharge against the negro? 

Theft, I believe. 
Theft from a reilroad car? 


Theft frem a railroad car. 
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You understood it was a Federal violation? 


A No, sir. 
Q Theft from interstate commeree shipment is a Federal 
violation? 
A TI know but I don’t think thie was an interstate ship- 
ment. 
You don't knew? 
I am not sure about it. 
EXAMINED BY MR. KNIGHT. 
Q Sam MeKensie has been out there about a year and a 


half? 
A Same eame there just before Christmas, last December, 


was @ yesr ago. 

Q D&d any other citisen there loose their temper during 
that peiod, get a little off, er lese their temper for seme 
rease? Is that the only man that lost his temper in that eounty 
during that time? 

A That is ea eemmon everyday occurrence, 

Q In fact, he had forgotten the incident, he still egon- 
tinued to go to the barber shap? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Judge, I suggest that you let the witness 
ao some of the testifying. 

Q <As ea matter of fact, 414 you consider the barber inoi-~- 
dent seriously, or not? 

A I took it as a joke more than anything else. 

Q He continued to go back to that same berber shop? 

A Yes, continued to patronise that barber. 

Q De you know any reason in the world why, because a man 
gees and exposes his life as an enpuy of outlawry, he should take 
the insults of any ether man? 

A We, I don't. 


EXAMINED BY MR. TIDWELL. 

Q De you think the presence of Rangers at Sweetwater 
at this time is so aggravating to the people there that they 
ought te be removed? 

A I will tell you about that: I have heard nobody say 
anything about the Rangers, while still at the same time, you 
take the class of people we have there, you take those boys 
tlagwwn in jail, they don't like me and they don't like eny 
officer that will enforce the law, some of them don't, and that 
class ef people don't like the Rangers. These Rangers have net 
enything to de there and only stay there on account of the 
facilities fer getting in and out there, if I understand it. I 
don'S Etet of any serious objeetion, while I understand they and 
the sheriff don't get along very well together. 

EXAMINED BY MR. LACKEY. 

Q You understand that is their headquarters for that ter- 
witory? 

A Yes; any of those trials and murder eases where they 
are called there and on account of the railroad facilities, as 
Captain Ransom explained to me, they were stationed at Sweet- 
water. 

EXAMINED BY MR. TIDVELL. 

Q What do you knew about the Rangers that were in that 
poker game, testified abeut while ago? 

A Iwas sheriff et that time. I will answer that in this 
way: the grand jury worked some eight of ten days and the only 
bills they found was I think around thirty bills for gambling, 
gaming, and those thirty bills were against four or five boys, 
end that is the only bills returned. 

Q De you know on those testimony those bille were found? 

A Wo, I don't. I think they were found on the testimony 


of a fellow by the name ef--~ 


THE CHAIRMAN: That is getting into where it is a little 
bit dangerous. You might ask him if any of them were returned 
on a Ranger's testimony. 

We. LACKEY: Were the Kangers indicted? 

A MWe, sir. 

MR. KNIGHT: There being en, apparently, at least, divided 
sentiment as to the Kengers there, there would be no disposition 
en the part of e Nolan County grand jury not to indict ea Renger 
for gambling if the evidence suggested it? 

A No, sir. 

MR. FORD: As a matter of fact, MoKenzsie did play in some 
of those games, didn't he? 

A If he had I would have reported hin to the grand jury 
end done my best to have got him indicted, becsuse he is no 
better than any other private citisen when it comes to violating 
a lew. 

Q You don’t know, as a matter of fact, who all were play- 
ing in the game, do you? 

A M4Ho, sir. 


(at this time the Joint Committee of the House and 


Senate to investigate the charges against the State Ranger Force 
recessed until nine A. H., Friday, February 7th, 1919.) 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7th. 


MORNING SESSTOUS. 


The Joint Committee of the House and Senate to investigate 
the charges ageinst the State Ranger Feree convened at ten 
o'clock, A. H. 


CHAIRMAN BIEDSOE: Gentlemen, let's have order. . . .« 

By agreement of counsel all witnesses from Sweetwater sre 
exeused from further attendance on the Committee and they ean 
go home when they please, except Judge J. H. Beall. You gentle- 
men who have been so anxious about yeur oil wells and siek wives 


can go teo. 


JUDGE J. H. BEALL, 

having been previously sworn, testified before the 

Jeint Comittee, as follows: 
EXAMINED BY MR. TIDWELL 

THE CHAIRMAN: Judge Tidwell, you understand the particular 
phase you desire to interrogate Judge Beall on. 
You live at Sweetwater, in Nolan County, do you? 
Yes, eir. 
What is your age? 
Sixty years. 
Hew long have you lived at Sweetwater? 
Thirty-nine years. 
What is your profession? 


Lawyer--an attorney. 
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How long have you been practicing in that sountry? 


A About thirty-three or four years, the thirty-five-- 
thirty-six years. 

Q There is some testimony before this Committee that I 
desire to inquire about with reference to conditions there 
about the people desiring Rangers removed: are you pretty 
well acquainted with the sentiment of the people there with 
reference to the Rangers remaining in Sweetwater and about 
Sweetwater? 

A TI don't believe I can answer that question affirmatively. 
T have heard more of this matter in the last few days then I 
have ever heard before. 

Q When 414 yeu first hear ef the Kanger situation being 
discussed? 

A 4Ho,- I mean as to the general public sentiment. Well, 
IT heve heard criticisms, but limited, for the last two er three 
years, couple ef years. Some criticism but I could not state 
that that is at all general. 

Q Well, state whether or not you think the majority ef the 
people in thst city, that county, desire that those Rangers be 
renoved, and if they do state why they desire them to be removed 
from that section? 

A ‘That is a question that is pretty difficult for me to 
answer from the fact that I heve not canvassed the matter at all 
end I have not heard expressions from anything like a majority 
of the people. In fact, what conversations have occtrred in my 
presence in regard to it have been so limited that I fehl that 
I cannot, am not qualified te answer the question. 

Q Well, of those with whom you have talked and heard 
express themselves are the majority in favor of having the 


Rangers remain there or do they desire that they be removed? 


A Well, sow I have not east up as to that feature. Pessibly 


espressions I have heard as to --they are limited, there has 
been a majority of those who have speken of the matter in my 
presence favorable to the removal of the Kangers. 

Q Why, and what reason do they give for their sentiment 
that way? 

A Well, it seems to be that they recognise that our 
Sweetwater comaunity ie a law abiding and civil community and 
the presence of the Rangers is unnecessary and that it is some- 
what a reflection upon the town, the community or the vicinity 
for the Rangers to be stationed within its midst,J think, has 
been about the chorus of the expressions thet have heen made in 
my presence in reference to the Rangers. 

Q Have those people or do those people so regard the 
Rangers by reason of their intolerable or overbearing acte of 
the Rangers or just simply because they think it is a refleetion 
upen that community? 

A TI have heard expression of that nature, that they are 
excessive in their acts towards thes_e who are supposed te be 
eriminals er that they have accusations against but I don't 
think I have heard any expressions of exeessive acts on their 
part tewards the public generally at all. 

Q The major portion of the complaint is by persons who 
have secusations against them and net be peaceable, law abiding 
citisens, as ¥ understand you? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you must step that private eon- 
versation back there and if you must carry it on go out inthe 
hall. 

A I could not answer that question in the affirmative in 
as mach as I have mo receolleetion of discussing this matter with 
any one having a complaint against the Rangers for personal 
treatment towards them except a eouple of defendant that Judge 


ec me im, 


ees ff 
UR 


Henderson and I defendant; of course I am persozally conneeted 
with that matter but otherwise I de not have any recollection 
of any such complaints. 

Q I want to get you to atate whether or not you know 
of any instance in whieh a Banger or Nangers have been intoler~ 
ant or everbearing tewards a law abiding eitizsen in that con- 
wunity? 

A Yersonal knowledge? 

Q ‘Yes. 

A I heve none. 
Q Do you know of any person that could enlighten us 
along that line? 

A TI have not thought of a matter of that kind. I sannot 
answer that question,"yes” er "ne". I have not considered that 
proposition. I don’t recall that I can think of people who could 
give the information, and I might be able by easting over the 
citisenship to to do so, but just at this moment I have mo one 
iu mind that I could give you their names. I have heard within 
the last two or three days of seme transactions in which you 
had witmeseses from Sweetwater that possibly knew things of 
that kind, but personally I kmow nothing about it at. all. 

@ Do you know of any serious complaint on the part of the 
law abiding citisens of Bweetwator with reference to their 
acts? 

A I think the werst I have Yeard, that ie indicated te 
me as being some abusive conduct en the part of the Rangers to- 
werds partics at the COZEY CAFE ef whom you have witnesses this 
morning; of this I have heard--- 

Q That is the only instance you have heard of, is it? 

A I could not say whether that is or not. I have paid 
mo attention to it and I don’t know: possibly I have heard of 


ins, Other matters but I don't recall, except the two defendants that 


I speke ef representing. They made eomplaints to me ef 
treatment which they received but that is all I know about that. 
What they stated to me as eonduct tewards them on the part of 
the Ramgers but I have me personel knowledge of that. 

Q I want to inquire sbout the man Bostick that was feund 
€ead in jail. De you know of any well @ounded suspicion that 
leads you or the people of that cemmnity to believe that 
thet man was hung by Rangers in the jail or otherwise mistreated 
by Rangers? 

4A duadge, I can’t say. There is a suspicion but whether it 
is well grounded er not I Bo not know. I was not in town on 
thet cecasion. I was not there and did not see the body, was 
not et the jail; had no cennection with that investigation 
whatever. Now, whether this suspicion is well grounded or 
not I don't know. I know nothing of it personally. I have heard 
the suspicion discussed, some affirmative suspieion expressed; 
I have heard it denied, that is, affirmatively denied and 
nogatively expressed. Now that is all I Se know. I have no 
knowledge as to the facts that would authorise me te say that 
the suspicion Was well founded. 

Q De you know how the sheriff in charge of that jail at 
thet time was regarded, with referenee to being a fearless, 
faithful and law abiding officer, Yarborough, I believe that 
was hia name? 

A dack ‘arborough; I know him. I don't think I ever heard 
him discussed as being fearless but then he is considered as 
law abiding. I mever heard any one discuss his qualifications 
as to cowardice or bravery but then he is gegaréed as a pleasant, 
emooth end courteous officer, but I have no recollection of any 


expressions as to his fearlese attributes or eharacteristics. 


Q@ De you know anything about hew Thompson, that jailer, 
was regarded as te being a faithful, law abiding deputy sheriff, 
in charge of those men? 

A Yes, I have heard expressions but abont the same as te 
Jack Yarborough and in connection with the handling of the 
jail by the officers, my aunderstending wae, and I will stete 
that from just ea general discussion, that is, general state- 
ments without any especial 4iscussion with the officers in re- 
gard to it, but the Rangers in placing their prisoners in the 
jail were given the privilege of the jail without supervision 
of their conduct towards their prisoners on the part of the 
sheriff. That is eas I understood it. 

Q You did a general criminal practice? 

A So. I try to keep out of the eriminal practice 
e11 I ean. I do not mean to say that I was forced in_to the 
practice but I mean to say I was not following the oriminal 
prastiee as a profession. My line of husiness is civil. I took 
oceasionally a criminal case but it is only incidentally. I 
em not following it as a general practice, but in this case 
I vefer to I took that in connection with Judge “enderson of 
Milam end those two defendant, and in the handling of these 
cases I would go to the Kangers for permission to see end talk 
with the defendants, not to the sheriff, because my understand~ 
ing at that time was that the prisoners were tinder the control 
and management of the Rangers and not the sheriff. 

@ Did the “angers have access to the jail? 

A We; for permission [I would go to them for permission. 

Q Where would you go to get admittance? 

A I think I went to the deputy sheriff or, I don't romen- 
ber, possibly Mr. McKensie went with me onee to the jail. I 


don’t reeall but I would go to Mr. MoKensie for permission, 


end 


wer 
“ey 


Q I mean with reference to sdmittance when they would 
open the door and get in, would you go to the Rangers? 

A SNe, that would be usuelly to the sheriff or his deputy 
sheriff or his office, some one in the office of the sheriff. 

Q Thompson? 

A Yes, sir. 


Q That is all. 
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EXAMINED BY CHAIRMAN BLEDSOE. 

Q The fact is, at times it was felt by some of your 
citizens there that the Rangers made themselves a little teo 
prominent around town? 

A Oh, I have heard those statements, yes. 

Q The fact is, wmong some of them, your citizens, and 
among seme of the good men of your town, they acted as an 
irritant tnd the people felt they ought to be taken away from 
there? 

A Well, it may have been offensive to some of them, Judge 
Bledsee. I would not say that it had that effeet, but from the 
expressions I heard easually possibly that existed. 

Q It was a feeling rather of a general nature areand the 
town, wasn't it? 

A The expressions seemed to be that they really did not 
regard the Hangers as necessary there and it was somewhat offen- 
sive for them to be there. 

Q The fact is, at this time you have rather a law abiding 
and quawe, agricultural and reilroad town there, haven't you? 

A Well, I think we have one of the best classes of people 
there in the country, one as good, I won't say the best. 

Q And one that has little use for an additional class of 


officers? 


A ti don'S think we have any need for the Rangers lecally. 
Q As far as your county is soncerned? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q You have no large criminal class in your county at 
all? 
A Woe, sir. 


Q You have always been fortunate in having good offieors, 
haven't you? 

A I think so. I haven't heard any complaint. I don't 
eare who you have in office, somebedy will make complaint ocons- 
ionally. 

Q But the trouble existed in the county north of you? 

A Horth and Northeast, yee, the troubles with whieh we 
have heen conneeted and the troubles ggeurging at Sweetwater 
have usually been parties coming in there, Sweetwater being a 
reilread town, parties coming in there and pulling off their--- 

Q Shows? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q That is all. 

EXAMINED BY MR. KNIGHT. 

Q If I catch your position, it is largely predicated 
upon the idea on the part of a great many of your good peeple 
that the wory fact of the Xangers being there is a refleetion 
upon your conmunity? 

A Yes, and some of them don't like it. 

Q Have the Rangers at one time--- 

A I wil,1 state in connestion with that, that this offen-~ 
sive featurehis really led to some little disturbance in some 
way; what they were I don't know. 

Q <As I understand it, Sweetwater, as a matter of fact, 


is the railroad center of all that country? 


A Yes » sir. 


Q And it is the best point from which to radiate in eover- 
ing that country? 

A Yes: we claim that, anyway. 

Q Wow, if the people really knew, in other words, is there 
any objection to Sweetwater being used as a rediating point 
for the Kangers? They have nothing to do with local 
affaires unless called on, no more than they would here,- Yould 
they object to Sweetwater being a radiating point for the 
Ranger service? 

A Oh, I don't think so. 

Q If they knew that was really whet it was? 

A Certeinly; f don't think so. 

Q fhe difficulty is, a great many of them think they are 
there for the purpose of espionage and are a reflection om them? 

A Yes, sir 

Q There is no reason for a man to be criticised out there 
than any where elge-- Do you remember the time you and I were 
attending the Haum-Kanmsey meeting’? There was a great deal of 
criticiam of that great revival, wasn't there? 

A 1 think so. 

Q All right. Stand aside. 

BY MR. LACKEY: Q. At ome time they 41d keep the Rangors 
out there, about Sweetwater, needed them? 

A Do you mean in that distant past? 

Q In the last two or three years? 

A There has been two or three occasions, that is two, 
the occurrence of the citizens’ meeting and having difficulties 
there but there is no local cause, wait,- there was a political 
measure, oocurring a couple of years ago, whieh we recognised as 
being a movement on the part of the I. W. W.'s where we felt 
that Ranger service was very beneficial in that particuler. 


Q@ Has not a lot of this complaint grown eut of the 
arrest of some of those I. ¥. ¥.'s or whatever that faction 
was out there,- didn't a lot of complaint come from that 
faction? 

A YI eould not say; there has been none of that dis- 
cussed by any of them with me, I don't know. 

Q You have two political factions out there yot? 

A Well, ! regarded the I. W. W. proposition as a dead-- 
I will say a dead nucleus--{t was a nucleus. 

Q Outside of thet have you a political faction out there? 

A Well, I could not answer. I could not say that there is. 

G Thet is ail. 

A ¥hat do you mean by faction? You mean a political 
faction? 

Q Yes, a political faction or any kind of faction you 
want? 

A There are contrary and divergent views on loeal questiong 
there. For instance, in our munieipal government there are 
factions, in our county there are opposing parties, like the 
political measures of the government. We have our local dif- 
ferences but now as to any special factions I could not say 
that there is. 

Q What is the political feeling between the present 
county loeal officers and the Mangers? 

A I thought thet it was good and without any friction 
whatever but I heard yesterday evening in conversation for 
the first time that there possibly was some friction but I 
mever heard of it before. 

Q They do not work in harmony, you understand? 

A Hy understanding was that they daxx had been working 
in harmony. 

Q Is it your understanding now that they do not werk in 
harmeny?f 


A TI eould not answer that. I heard yesterday evening for 
the first time that there was some little friction but it was 
not explained. Whether that exists or not I don't know. I had 
nevor heard of it before. 

Q That is all. 

BY MR. XHNIGHT: Q De you remember that man Will Newman 
thet was at larg ont there in that country a good long while? 

A You mean Leveman? 

Q The Rangers finally got him, he was on the scout for 
two or three years? 

A He was living at Post. 

Q Garza County? 

A At Post; he was the man that was charged with killing 
Cullen Higgins. 

Q ‘The Rangers arrested him? 

A I understand the Kangers arrested him: whether the 
Rangers arrested him I don't know. The Rangers were there. I 
understand Mr. Norman Rogers, I think, seeured his surrender. 
IT think Ranger White was up there at the time. 

Q Is there any idea in your mind st all thet either Jack 
Yarberough or Thompson, his jailer, hung that man, Si Bostick? 

A What is that question? 

Q Do you think it is possible that either Thompson or 
Jack Yarborcugh would be a party to the hanging of--- 

THE CHAIRMAN: Wait a minute. You are asking him if there 
is any possibility in his mind. 

Q All right; I will ask you to state, Judge, what 
their character and reputation-- 

A Oh, I never imagined a thing of that kind. 

Q Every ether good citisen out there, every man you heve 


heard ef--- 
THE CHAIRMAN: Judge, let's don't go into too broad @ field. 


oes Let's confine ourselves-.. 


WRe KNIGHT: I wanted to ask if he even heard any other 
good citizen ever suspicion-- 

THs CHAIRMAN: I am interposigg objection. I don’t want to 
investigate the thoughts of every other good sitizen. 

MR. KNIGHT: All right. 

fos “ITHESS: Underetand, Judge, I am not paveing on the 
proposition as to whether he was hang or not, but as to those 
tro officers you spoke of-- 

Mie ENRIGHT: I understend. 

A I don't knor a thiug--- 

Wise KHIGHT: If they were the only men in that jail that 
night, having charge of it, and Si Bostick’s body was found 
a3 it was the next mowing, would you eay thet 51 scomaltted 
suieide, just from the reputation of the men? 

TE= CHAZRUAN: I think it is an improper question, gentle-~ 
Bene 

MRe KNIGHT: All right. 

MR. CANALES: May I be permitted to ask one question? 

THE CHAIRHAH: Certainly. 

MR. CANALES: Q Do you say Judge Knight wat critioised 
for attending the Hamm—Kamsey meeting or for making Hamm-—Ramsey 
apeeches in that county? 

A tI attended that meeting with a nunter of good men and I 
‘pelieve Judge Knight,~ I don't remember of any special ecour~ 
rence or interruptions on his part at thet weeting. 

THE CHATRUAN: fas it so unusual for him te go to church 
that it was taixed sbout? 

A It ettracted some attention in that particular, 

Mi. KNIGHT: You escorted me out of town, didn't you? 

A Yes, sir. 


C. Valle, duly sworn by Mr. Tidwell, of the Joint Committee, 
to act as interpreter, interpreted the oath to the witness 


JESUS VILLEREAL, 


who, having been duly sworn, testified, through the 
interpreter C. Valle, before the Jeint Counittee, as follows: 


EXAMINED BY MR. CANAIES. 


What is your nane? 
Jesus Villereal. 

Where do you live? 

Hear Copita. 

What county? A. Duval. 
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It is charged here that on or about September of last 
yeer thet you had been tortured anéi been mistreated by some 
Rangers? 

A (By interpreter: "He don't understand the question. He 
says he has to testify to the truth.") 

Q Tell the Committee just whet happened. 

MR. TIDYELL: I suggest that Hr. Canales tell us what the 
transaction is. 

MRe CAHALES: It is the second charge. 

A On the third day of September I went to Rio Grande City 
to bring a nephew of mine, named Niguel Villereal to be married 
at Falfurias:at one o'clock on the fourth at the raneh ef Ville- 
real there was a ranger standing out there. 

Q Ome o'oloek in the morning or afternoon? 

A Ono o'clock in the morning: And he told me to step and 
I stopped there. He asked we, “Where do you come from?" I told 
him, "Cppita, Texas." He asked me, “Where are you going?" 

I told him “Tonight I would sleep at my raneh and in the morning 
I will geo to Roma to receive these passengers.” Then his wakes 


me to do him a favor, to take him over there to where his ear 


was as he had no water, he had run out of water. I asked him 
how far, and he told me it would be a mile or three-fourths 

of a mile. I told him to jump in my ear. We got there and I 
was arrested, placed under arrest. They took out, one by one, 
all the boys and when they came back they took me out by myself. 
Then they told me to stand--lay flet en my back. Then they asked 
me if these boys were going te aeross the river. I told them 
"ne, sir." Then they got hold ef me by my throat, mouth and 
nose and they held me that way about five minutes. They told ne 
to speak. I eould not speak on account my breath was about all 
out, you know. When I recovered myself I told him there was an 
untrath, the boys were not going across the river but I was 
taking them to Roma. Then the coeked pistol was put inte my 
mouth. They told me I would tell the truth er they would kill 
me. I told them to do as they pleased but I was testifying to 
the truth. They told me then, "This is the last time you are 
going to be asked about it. If you don't tell they have gone 
across the river we are going to kill you.” They put the eooked 
pistol in my mouth for the second time; then they told me what I 
had te say but I could not speak on account of having the gun 
in my mouth; so they pulled the gun out of my mouth and I told 
them that it was not trve. Then one of them told the other one 
to plaee a knife in my hand. “No, sir", one of them said to the 
other, "We will put it there after he is dead and tell them that 
he had attacked us." I told them to do as they please. Then 
they told me to get up. Then I told them to get off of me so I 
could get up. Then I got up. They teok me to where the other 
boys were, my companions; then one asked them if it is true 

that this fellow was taking you aeross the river, and the boys 
said, “yes, sir.” I told them that they were telling a lie. 
Then I said, "All three are lying.” Then they told me to go 
towards the side; they took us to the pest, or eamp, and they 


left us over there under arrest, placed us over there under 
arrest. They brought us up to Rie Grande and they turned us 
loose em a bond, and en the second day of Deeember, last tern 
ef court, at Brownsville, we were turned loose. 
Q De you know any ef those person that abused you in that 
way? 
A tI know three of then. 
Q Mame then? 
A-One ef them is ealled John Eddg. They told me ene of them 
was named John Edds. 
Ie he here teday? 
I have seen him here in town. 
fell him to stand up and see if he can identify hin. 
(John Edds stands up end is recognised by the witness.) 
Was he shaved like that the day ef this attack on you? 
The time I was arrested he had a little red mustache. 


Q 
A 
Q What are the names of the others? 
A TI was told his name was Roy--something like it. 
Q Reyal Collins? 
A hat very same gentleman, yes. 

Q They were before the Federal Grand Jury last December, 
weren't they? 

A ‘Yes, sir. 


MR. CANALES: That is all. 


EXAMINED BY MR. KNIGHT. 

Q How o14 was his nephew? 

A TI em not pretty eertain of it but about twenty-two 
yeers, more or less. 

Q Hew 01d were the other two young men in his car? 

A The other two beys they were about eighteen or nineteen 
years, more or less, 

Q Had those boys been registered at that time? 

4 It was before the registration day. 


-Q Hew long before? 

A Abvout eight days before the day of the registration, 

Q How far were they apprehended from the river? 

A He said he eannot be positive as to how far the river 
is om account of the new channel, on account of the overflows 
of the river. 

Q You are familiar with thet country, are you not? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Can't you approximate the distance you were from the 
river when you were apprehended? 

A I was arrested on the main road and from there to the 
river I take it to be four or five hundred steps. 

Q In which direetion was the river from where he was 
arrested? 

A ‘fo the scuth. 

Q Which way were you going? 

A I was going to the West, you know, where the Sun sets, 
en the road, on the road to Roma 

Q Doesn't that road lead across the river? 

A ‘There is a ferry at Roma and if they want to cross 
they cam do so. 

Q Did you not leave the big road and take a lane that 
went to and across the river? 

A There was no lane there. 

Q You did not leave the main road end take a lane then? 

A I was going to take him to me ranch and there ig a 
lene between my field fence and another fellow'’s fence there. 

Q And he was in that lane? 

A I was going te my ranch and taking the read that leads 
me into my house there. 


Q How far is your house from the river? 


A About the same distance--three or four hundred steps. 
Q Were you not a deputy sheriff or a constable at that 

time? 

Yes, sir, I was. 

Which? 

I was constable. 

Of what county? 

Duval County. 

Did this oeeur in Duval County? 

Ho, sir. 

In what county 41d this occur? 


In Starr County. 
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How far is the point where he was apprehended from 

his precinct in Duval County? 

Ninety or one hundred miles, more or legs. 

Where did these boys ilve? 

At Concepcion, Texas. 

In what county is Coneepsion? 

Duval County. 

They lived in the same county where you were constable? 
Same county, yes, but Met in the sane precinot. 

And that is eighty or ninety miles from where you were? 
More or leas, yes, sir. 

And this was some seven or eight days before the draft? 
Yes, sir. 


Is it not a fact that those boys had all registered? 
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They were to register there on the twelfth day. 

Q Isn’t it a fact that the men whom you encountered or 
who apprehended you and the boys eonsisted of two soldeirs and 
two Federal scouts--two Rangers and two Federal scouts, I mean? 


A TI don’t know what they are but I judge them to be all 
Rangers. 


‘ead 
, ? 


What were their names, of those three boys? 

Guillermo Benavides, Euliale Benavides and Ramiro Ramos. 
You were armed? 

No, sir. 

Had on no pistol? 

Ne, sir. 

You were an officer et that time? 


Yes, sir. 
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Did you, or not, refuse to talk to those officers 
when you were apprehended? 

A M&o, sir. 

Q Are you,or not,under bond now before the Federal Court? 

A Wo, sir. 

Q Is this information or proceedings still pending egainst 
you down there? 

A ¥o, sir, they turned us loese there. 

Q Isn't it a fact that the grand jury has not met on 
account of the “flu” since that time? 

A TI é@on't know whether they met or not. I don't know any- 
bedy on the grand jury. 

Q Yow you were takken to Brownsville after arrest? 

A ‘hey turned me out of Rio Grande under bond and I was 
cited to appear before the Federal court on the second. 

Q Of December? 

A On the seconé day of December. 

Q At Brownsville he was turned out on bond to appear 
before the next Grand Jury in Decenber? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q YNow then, isan't it a fact, that the grand jury has not 
yet met on account ef the "flu"? 

A I was told that we were turned loose and I know that the 


bends were raised, 


Q Have you ever been called befere the grand jury? 


A Hever a tim. 

Q Didn't you hear that the grand jury had not met because 
ef the *fiu"? 

MR. CANALES: ‘The grand jury 41d meet and failed to find 
any indictment in this ease; they were discharged efter four or 
five days for the "flu" but the grand jury did not find any 
bill. 

SENATOR PAGE: I suppese you can develope that, Mr. Canales. 

MR. EKENIGHT: I will ask you, Mr. Canales, did your grand 
jary or not meet down there, Mr. Canales, and adjourn without 
doing--transferring everything over? 

MR. CANALES; They indicted several men. 

MR. KNIGHT: How long were they in session? 

MR. CANALES: From Menday until Thursday. 

MR. KNIGHT: Did they pases on these cases, to your knovw- 
ledge? 

MRe CANALES: My understanding is the judge called ali 
these parties and told them to go home, that they had no 
farther, that their fresence was not further necessary, and 
except certain men that he called in there and this gentleman 
was not among then. 

MR. KNIGHT: Isn't it a fact, Mr. Canales, if you know, 
that the grand jury simply passed on the jail cases? 

A 48o, sir; they began to indict quite a number of cases 
where persons were on bond and the last two days they devoted 
themselves to jail cases on account of the "flu". 

SENATOR PAGE: Just a moment, Mr. Knight. Probably you 
can develope thet best by the elerk or somebody down there. 

MR. KNIGHT: I thought prebably Mr. Canales knew of the 
fact. 

SENATOR PaGE: Yes; I understand. 

MR. ENIGHT: Q ow, ien't it a fact that those three 


young men eonfessed that they were slackers, to the United 
States officials? 

A Yes, they said so because they were punished and 
tortured by them, they made them tell so. 

Q By whom were they punished and tortured? 

A ‘he boys were taken out or taken away by John Edds 
and Mr."Roy" but I didn't see them tortured or see them say 
anything to them, 

Q Then he doesn t know whether they were tortured or not? 

A I knew it because they told so, they said so, 

Q Hot of your own knowledge though? 

A All TI sew one of them had been hit over the head by the 


Q Who examined hin? 

UR. CANALES: You mean the witness? 

MR. ENIGHT: The witness there. 

INfERPRUTER: Wheat kind of examination? 

SENATOR PAGE: *%es,~ What kind of examination? 

MR. KNIGHT: On this oceasion when you say they abused you? 

SENATOR PAGE: Wait a minute. I don't comprehend, Mr. 
Enight. 

MR. KNIGHT: He said John Edés and somebody had him. I 
want to know who had him at the same time. 

SENATOR PAGE: Who had him at the same time? 

MR. KNIGHT: Yes, sir. 

A If stated already it was John Edds and that fellew Roy. 

MRe KNIGHT: John Edds and Roy examined both he and the 
boys? 

A They examined the boys first and when they oame back they 


teok me out of my ear. 


Q Then they had gotten the confession from the boys 


before they took him out of his car at all, hadn't they? 

A Yes, sir. 

MR. ENIGHT: We stop right there. 

SENATOR PAGE: Anything further, Mr. Canales? 

MRe CANALES: Wo, sire 

EXAMINED BY MR. TIDWELL. 

Q Ask him whether those men spoke Spanish or English 
in talking to hin? 

A They spoke to me in Spanish. 

Q Wes all this conversation in Spanish? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Which one of the men was it that had the pistol in 
his mouth? 

A Theat fellow Rey. 

Q When did this event oecur? 

4 On the 4th day of September, about one o'clook in the 
morning 

Q Where was he going anyhow? 

A fT was on ay way to Roma. 

Q How came him to be going up there at one o'clock in the 
morning? 

A Beauuse { left Copita at two e’slock in the evening. 

Q What were you going to Roma for? 

A Iwas going to take those two boys; they said they 
were gOing to buy some goat s at Koma. 

Q Ask him if they could not buy those gocts at home? 

MR. ENIGHT: Geats? 

Q “eats”. 

A That part I don't knew. 

Q Ask him if they had any goats around there where he did 
live? 


A ‘There is no big bunch of them but some small bunches 
around. 

Q ask him if they were wen that were running a goat 
ranch? 

A They do not run a goat ranch. 

Q Ask him what they were going to do with those goats? 

A He don't know what they wanted them for. 

Q Ask him what they said they were going to do with 
then? 

A All they teld me, they were going to buy some goate to 
bring them back home. 

Q Ask him if they were going to bring them back in the 
cer with then? 

& Wo, sir; my automobile was to take them down there 
and I had to come back with my nephew only. 

Q Ask him how many they were going to buy? 

A They never told me how many. 

Q Ask him if he knows how many they were going to buy? 

A So, sir; they only told me they were going to buy some 
goats. 

Q Ask him how far they were from Roma when this trans- 
action ocourred? 

4 He says about tweive miles on this side of Koma,where 
I was arrested about four miies from Kio Grande City. 

Q Ask him who they were going toe buy those goats from? 

A TI don't knew. 

Q Ask him whose house they were going to look at goate? 

A ‘They never told me anything enly to take them te Roma. 

Q Ask him if thet boy who was twenty-two years old had 
his registration card with him? 

SENATOR PAGE: Ask him whether or not he knows whether this 


bey had his registration eard with him at this time. 


A You mean to say those I was taking to Roma? 

SENATOR PAGE: Ask him if those boys had their registration 
cards. 

INTERPRETER: The ones he haé in the car with hin? 

A Wo, sir, I just testified that they were going to be 
registered on the twelfth of that month. 

Q But he said one of them was twenty-two years o1d; I 
wanted to know if he had a registration card? 

A My nephew,- the one who was twenty-two years of age, 
I was going to bring back from there to Falfurias to be mar- 
ried, had a registration card. 

Q With him? 

A Yes, he had it. 

(MR. TIDVELL, resuming) Q. You say you were not armed? 

A  &Ho, sir. 

Q Ask him whether eithor one of those boys had any arms 
on then? 

A 4o, sir. 

Q Ask him if they had a Winchester or any other kind of a 
gun? 

A M4o, sir. 

Q Ask him if they had any boot-log or meascal or whisky 
er anything like that? 

A io, sir. 

Q Ask him whether these Rangers cursed them or abneed 
them when they went through that ? 

A Yes, they maitreated us. 

Q What? 

A Abused us. 

Q I asked whether or not they cursed him or abused him 
in that particular way? 


A We had no boose there. 


SENATOR PAGE: He asked of those men cursed hin. 

A Yes; that John Edds and Koy. 

SENATOR PaGE: Cursed him? 

A Yes, sir. 

MR. TID¥YELL: Cursed him in Spanish or in English? 

A In Spanish. 

EXAMINED BY MR. LACKEY. 

Q Ask him who the third man was that was with those 
Rangers on this oceasion; he said John Edés and Roy Collings, 
and a third man, ask him who the third man was. 


A There was another fellow; they said his name was Lino. 


Q Was he a Mexican? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did he know them personally, know any of those men? 

A Yes, I know him personally. 

Q Did he know John Edde end Roy Collins personally? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q There were just three of then? 

A There vere four of them. 

Q Ask him if he knows who those four, who the fourth one 
was? 


A ‘fhe fourth cne, I don't know hin. 

Q Ask him if any of them had on uniforms? 

A It was a very dark night. I could not distinguish any- 
thing. 

Q Ask him how he could distinguish @he men if he eauld not 
distinguish the uniferms? 

A I could distinguish the men all right but I could not 
say whether he had on any uniform or not. 

Q He could not tell what kind of clethes they had on? 

A No, sir. 

MRe LACKEY: That is all. 


MR. TIDVELL: Have on caps or hats? 

4 ‘They had hate on them. I have not seen any caps on 
then. 

SENATOR PAGE: That is all. 


JOHN EDDS, 


having been duly sworn, testified before the Joint 
Committee, as follows: 


MR. MoMILLIN: Before we begin questioning this witness 
I want to protest against the wide range this investigation 
fe taking. Under the purview ef the resolution I think we are 
confined to the investigation of the Ranger force and ita 
activities, the questions of intent and motives of these elear- 
ly outside of the Ranger force is taking too wide a range and we 
would not get through in two months. I am sure the Committee 
doesa't want to do that. Outside of inquiries with reference 
to the conduct of the Banger force and the administration of 
the Adjutant General, in as far as it conoerns the Rangers, 

I mean to protest. I don't think it somes within the purview 
of this resolution under which we are acting. 

CHAIRMAN: Bledsee: Any other member of the Committees any 
statement? I think your statement is correct. I was eut the 
lest few minutes. I will ask eounsel to read the resolution 
carefully and be governed by its provisions. 

MR. LACKEY: As I understand, this investiration is to 
investigate the Manger serviee, and the adjutant General and 
the Governor and amp Rengers held over. The men discharged 
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prior to the administration of the present Adjutant General 
I don't understand this committee is to go inte unless they 
are still in the service. 

CHAIRMAN BLEDSOE: I think in so far as their acts might 
relate to any of the officers or members still on the force-- 

MRe LACKEY: Those discharged prior to that time, prier to 
the time this administration eame in? 

CHAIRMAN BLEDSOE: Some men who were discharged prior to 
this administration may have been acting under instructions 
of some superior who is still on the force. 

MR. MoMILLIN: I have no predeliction in favor or against 
the Ranger force. There is not a “anger in a hundred miles 
of where I live, so far as I know, and has not been in years. 

I want to arrive at the fact that this committee is expeeted to 
investigate. 

MR. ENIGHT: I am completely in e propos with the sentiment 
as expressed by Mr. Ucliliin, and we shall enieavoer in the 
briefest possible way to accomplish only two things; I em sure 
you will agree with me those are neccessary, aot only under any 
specifie charge like the one we have just investigated, in order 
for the committee to enlighten themselves, in order to pass 
intelligently on the situation, it will be necessary for then 
te knew the facts and then the motive of the witness, that is 
all. That is all I am going to try to develope at all, just 
the facts and the motive underlying the testimony. 


JOHN EDDS, 
EXAMINATION BY MR. CANALES, 
Q I eall attention to the third and fourth charges: 
John Edds is your name, isn't it? 


A Yes, sir. 


Q You are a sergeant of the Rangers? 


4) 
ae t 


Aren't you new? 

I have been suspended pending this investigation. 
When were yeu suspended? 

I have been suspended pending this investigation, 


When? 
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A I think it was day before yesterday that the Adgutant 
General notified me. 
Q You have been stationed at Kio Grande City? 
Yes, sir. 
Under Capt. W. M. Wright, he is your captain? 
Yes, sir. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q Now, Edds, you speak Spanish, don't you? 
A ‘Yes, sir. 

Q Im fact, your mother is ef Mexican descent? 

& She is Spanish, not Mexiean. 

Q All right; Spanish. Edds, you &iiied Iisandros Muaosz 
aidn't yeu, on or about the fifth day of Cotober, 1918? 

A On the sixth day of Vetober. 

Q fell the comnittee the circunstances under which you 
killed him? 

A VWell--- 

SENATOR PAGE: I don't know who is defending this man. I 
would like for him to be werned. The grand jury found a b411 
against him. 

WR. CANALES: I don't know. 

SENATOR PAGE: I would like for him to find out what he is 
testifying about. 

MR. KNIGHT: The grand jury same en normally down there and 
I presume they will all be normal, and refused to indict. It is 
pessible that in some counties in Texas there might be a grand 
jury arranged to make indictments but the grand jury hes already 
refused te indict. 


WHAIRMAN BLEDSOE: dr. Edds, a felony charge uight be 
formed against you and an indictment might be returned against 
you in that eounty charging you with the murder of this man. 
Murder is never barred by limitation and the fact that one 
grend jury has not indicted you is no protection to you, but 
you might be indicted in one year or five years or ten years, 
or at any subsequent time. The Statements that you make at this 
time could be used against you @hould they be of an incriminating 
eharacter. You are not compelled either here or elaewhcore to 
teatify to any fact or circumstances in connection with this 
that might incriminate you, but in so far as you are willing 
to tell the details and circumstances of that killing we will be 
gled to have you do so, but there is absolutely nothing compul- 
sory and you will not be compelled to answer any questions 
relative to it should you desire to olaim your exemption under 
the laws of Texas. I will say that the information has just come 
to us that you have already been indictod in that county. 

WR. KNIGHT: By this lest grand jury? We have expected as 
wmuche I want to say for the witness, I am authorised to speak 
for hia, that he has nothing in the world to hide, there is no 
objection to him telling you gentlemen everything he aid in 
this connection. 

CHATR'NAN BLETSOE: Are you representing him in the eriminel 
ease? 

Me KNIGHT: TI am representing him now. Ask him if that is 
correct. 

CHATRUAN BLEDSOE: With this explanation, regerdlees of 
whe dees or who does not represent you, you oan teatify if you 
wish te do 30. I will say if you do go into it and make any 
statement at all then you must eome right on through and answer 
@11 questions asked you with reference to it. You cannot make a 
partial explanation. 


JOHE ED?S; I realise the warning and I have nothing to 
conceal about it. 

CHAIRMAN BLEDSOE: Go ehead with the examination. 

(Examination resumed by Mr. J. T. Canales.) 

Q You sald you killed Lisandros Munos on or about Oest- 
ober sixth, 1918: Please tell the committce about that fact. 

A Well, myself and a couple of other Kangersa went up to 
e Mexican house to arrest a deserter, it was early in the morn- 
ing, just about daylight. 

THR CHAIRMAN (After calling for order in the room) Mr. Edds, 
can't you telk louder than that? 

A Well, I can. Well, myself and two other Xangere went 
up to a man's house early one morning, the morning of this 
killing, to arrest a deserter. It was about daylight in the 
morning, just about daylight, and I got into a difficulty there 
with a man and was forced to kill hin. 

Q Who was that man? 

Liseandros Munose 

Wes that the man you wanted to arrest? 
Yo, sir. 

Who was the man you wanted to arrest? 
Alonsa Senches. 


Did you have a warrant te errest him? 
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He was a deserter from the army. 

Q Answer whether you had it or not: Did you have a war- 
rant or not? 

& Why, no, sir. 

@ Thies man :lunos,whom you killed seeking for Alonsa 
Sanches, Was sleeping in whose house? 

A ‘They were sleeping in the yard just back of Jecus 
Sanches’, who was the father ef Alonse Sanches. 


Q Jesus Sanches, was the father of Alonsa Sanches? 
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Yes, sire 

And the wan Muneos was sleeping in the back--- 
In the back yard. 

In another house, isn't it? 

Bo, sir, out in the yard. 

Wes he sleeping on a cot? 

On a cot. 

Did he have any guns around hin? 

Ho, sire 

Gho was the other fellow sleeping with hin? 
Zaragose Sanches, the brether of the deserter. 


At the time you killed Munez he was unarmed, wasn't 


Yes, sir. 

And you had two other Rangers: Were they armed? 
They were armed but they were not thore with me. 
How far were they from you? 


I stationed one of them at the cerner of the house, 


out en the street at the corner of the house, he was about 


thirty or ferty feet away; the fenee was between us; the other 


was stationed upon another street about twenty yards from the 


house, about twenty yards from the place where we had this 
aifficulty. 


Q 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


All within hearing distance from where you were? 

Yee, sir. 

How were you armed? 

Y had a rifle and a pistel. 

A pistol and a rifle; you had the ritle in your hend? 
I did. 


It is also charged here that one Jese ma Gomes Salinos 


was killed about September second, 1918: did you arrest that 


man? 


No, eir. 


Yes, sire 

And the man Munoz was sleeping in the back--- 
In the back yard. 

In another house, isn't it? 

No, sir, cut in the yard. 

Was he sleeping on a cot? 

On a cot. 

Did he have any guns around hin? 

Ho, sire 

tho was the other fellow sleeping with him? 
Zaragoza Sanches, the brether of the deserter. 
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At the time you killed Munesz he was unarmed, wasn’t 
he? 


Yes - Sir. 
And you had two other Rangers: Were they armed? 


They were armed but they were not there with me. 
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How far were they from you? 
I stationed one of them at the oorner of the house, 
out en the street at the corner of the house, he was abeut 
thirty or ferty feet away; the fenee was between us; the other 
was stationed upon another street about twenty yards from the 
house, about twenty yards from the place where we had this 
éiffioulty. 

Q <All within hearing distance from where you were? 
Yes, sir. 
How were you armed? 
T had e rifle and a pistol. 
A pistol an4 a rifle; you had the ritle in your hend? 
I did. 
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It is also charged here that one Jese ma Gomes Salinos 
was killed about September second, 1918: did you arrest that 


man? 


A 4Ho, sir. 
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Q 


Who arrested hin? 

Some Mexican cowboys. 

Weren't yeu there? 

Ho, sir; I was miles away from there. 

Didn't you have anything te de with thet man? 
Nothing at all. 

Dian't you some to the Imeguerra raneh at his eall 


ani go into Rio Grande City from that ranch at that time? 


A 
Q 


Yes, sir. 


Then didn't you erder this certain man to be conducted 


by those two Mexicans to Hebbronville? 


A 
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Yes, sir. 

Then you gave them orders to take him to Hebbronville? 
I afd. 

And you gave them the handouffs to handouff him with? 
No, sir. 

Whose handcuffs were they? 

T am not sure. Y don’t know whether they were Ranger 


Hutchins-- I think they were Hutchins. 


¥ho is Hutchins? 

He is a Kanger also. 

How did he happen to be there? 

He went with me. 

You were in command, the sergeant? 
Yes, sir. 


Instead of taking him to Rio Grande City you sent him 


to Hebbronville? 


A 


Q 
A 
@ 
A 


I had no authority to take him to Kio Grande City, 
You sent him to--- 

fo Hebbronville. 

Whet was the name of those two men? 


Sebas Ozunea and Frederico Lepez. 
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Q The men was hanicuffed? 

A Yes, when we ieft he was handcuffed. 

Q Didn't you tell those men if that man tried to emeape 
to kill hin? 

A I @1a not. 

Q Ian't it a fact you gave them orders that if he attempt- 


ed to esaape to kill him? 


Oo rr © >? © - © PP © © F- © PP BD Pe © FP GB - © 


e 
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MRe 


I did not. 

Those two fellows took him to Hebbronw lle? 
Bir? 

Did they take him to Mebbronville? 

They took him within four miles of Hebbronville. 
What happened to him? 

He was killed. 

What heppened toe those two men? 

They were arrested by the Rangers and placed in jail. 
And did they give bond? 

Sir? 

Dian t they give bond? 

They did, I understand. 

Five hundred dellars each? 

Five hundred dollars. 

And they have never been proseauted? 

I don't know. 

They are still there? 

Yes, sir, they are still there. 

But they are not in jail? 

They are not in jail. 

That is all. 

KNIGHT: Who is representing them? 

Judge Wells was, I understand; I don't know. 


CANAIES: Representing when? 


ca 
reed 


IR. KXIGHT: Those two cowboys. 
BXAMINED BY MR. KNIGHT. 

Q Anything else you went to state about this Salinas 
matter? You have stated all your connection with it? 

A TI stated all I had to do with it. I was seventy-five 
or eighty miles away from there when the killing occurred, 

Q How many miles away? 

A Seventy-five or eighty miles away. 

Q When you heard of it the man were under arrest, were 
they not? 

A They were arrested and placed in jail by the Rangers. 
Captain Wright is here and oan testify to that. 

Q You had nothing to do with their arrest? 

& No, sir. 

Q@ Now, the case of Lisandros Munos: What time in the 
morning,- a8 J understand it you were seeking ea deserter? 

& Yee, eir. 

Q You went to the home of the deserter's father? 

A Yes, sir. 


GC And one of the deserter's brothers was there at the 


A Yes, sir. 

@ Was hie father there? 

A He was inside of the house. 

Q ¥hat reason afd yon have to belicve that the deserter waa 
there? 

A TI had learned that he had come afross the river or was 
coming aeross the river that night, about dark,- what the fellow 
told me. 

Q What Rangers were with you? 

A Ranger Lawrence and Ranger Wells. 

Q Did anybody go into that place thet night, the home? 


eet, 
wht 


A Into the homes, no, sir. 

Q You all were watching the orossing and the evenues-- 
What time was it you approached the house? 

A Just at the peep of day, just at daylight. 

Q Just tell the committee what you 414 when you went 
there. 

A Yell, when we got te the house,the house opened out on 
the eorner of the street, for instance, lize this, the house 
opened right out on the street; it was situated on the 
corner, there were trees on this side and trees on this side 
over here. 

CHAIRMAN BLEDSOE: Couldn't you give those direetions? 
“this side" doesn't mean anything in the record. 

A Exeuse mee I am not acquainted--- The house was on the 
eorner ef the block facing East and North and there were trees 
leading out of the house , spening out right into the street on 
each side, that is, on the east side and on the west side, and I 
‘stationed one of the Rancers wm right at the oorner of the house 
se in the event this man was in the house andi tried to get out 
through the front door into the street this man stationed at the 
corner would have eae chan#e to apprehend him and then myself and 
Ranger Wells went up e string of fence, a string of yard fence, 
trying to find a gate to get into the back part of the house, back 
pert of the yard, and when we got up, that is up to the north side 
ef the string of fence we could not find any gate but we could get 
a good view of the yard from there and it seemed there was one er 
two little outhouses there and a wood patch back there and a 
wagon or two,- I didn’t know where he was sleeping,~ those men on 
the dodge, you can’t tell where you will find them,- sometimes they 
sleep at home and sometimes sleep out in the lot, we conldn't find 
any gate but we could get a good view of the back yard. I told 
Wells to stay there while I went down the corner and went down the 
other string of fence, I thought there surely would be « gate 
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en the other string of fence. I went around and @ent down the 
ether string of fence ani Leafbl the gate, and got into the 

yaré and when I 4id I seen that there was another little yard 
wade out ef poultry netting that led inte that, in other werds, 

a little yard made out ef peultry netting thet led inte the baek 
part ef the house adjoining the back yartothe house, end I neticed 
two men sleeping on cets there, lying on cots, the sete were close, 
together—-about twe or three feet apart. Se I didn’t know this 

man Sanehes,- they hed given me a description of him, deseribed 
him and said that he was a man that wore a black mustache and 

also deseribed his brother being a clean shaven man, and told 

me thet there was no one in the habit of sleeping at the house 

but the o1d man and the other boy and if I found a man there in 
all probability ene of those would be the deserter. 8e I went 
inte this little yerd and eased up to the cote and they were 

both asleep and I looked at it a good while and the beat I could, 
they were covered up and I could see their faces, they were covered 
up to the neck with a sheet or sonething. I saw one that was clean 
shaven and the other had a black susteche, so I naturally thought 
4t was Sanohes, this deserter we were looking for, so I eased up 

te his eot and begen to eall him, "Alonso," his first name, salled 
him “Alonso,” softly, trying to wake him up, and direetly he woke 
up after I called him two or three times, he woke up and straighten- 
ed up in his cot and said , (Witness repeated the phrase in 
Spenish) “hat is it?" I said, "The Kangers, John Edde,"~- that 

is my mame, and he said, (witness repeated the phrase in Spanish) 
"Khat do you want?” I said, "I want to talk to you. Whet ie your 


meme?" He could wot answer me. I guess he seen the Tifle cocked 
--I don't know what struck him, he got to where he could not talk 


te me. He got up from his cet, I said, “Sit down, I want to t alk 
te you." Suddenly he reached and grabbed my rifle by the barrel 
emi I said, "Turn it leese, I ain't geing to hart you.” He mover 


paid any attention to me, ani around ané around we went, souffling 
fn the yard. He waa trying to take my rifle away from ae. 4e was 
ea little bigger man than I wae and I called to Kanger Welis, 
“Come here quick, Munroe,” his first name is Munroe, hut there 
wes a high fence,- he was stationed outside of it and he had 
trouble getting over the fence and before he sould get to me 
Y shot this man. The gun was right up against him when I shot 
him. It burned a big hole in his drawers and tedly powder burncd 
hie flesh; it shot hia right here in the groin. 

MEMATOR:WITT: Did that man die? 

A Yes, sir. 

Mie ENIGHT: At that time did you still think it wag the 
deserter? 

A TI thought it was hin. 
Instead of talking to you he made the attack? 
He made the attack. 
And in the souffle he was shot? 


Yes, sir. 
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Wan thet reported to the autherities? 

A Oh, immediately. I stayed there and sent one of the 
boys to phone, to see the county judge first, but the county 
judge wasn’t there. They said he lived at thie little raneh but 
I heard afterwards he didn't want to come down, and f teld them 
to ‘phone and notify Captain Wright, who was in Rio Grande City et 
the time, and notify the sheriff and Justice ef the Pesce, and 
we stayed right there. That wae just after daylight. We stayed 
right there and didn't let anyone come near the body so they 
would not put out the tracks, you know, bevause there were the 
signs where we hai soufflied plainly visible, and I wanted the 
Justive of the Peace to come there and hold an inquest, and re 
stayed there until about ten-thirty, when Captain Wright and ‘he 
loeal authorities got there. 


Q When was that, John? 
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Q 


That was on the morning of the sixth of Votober, 
This last October? 

This lest Ooteber. 

When 414 the grand jury meet? 

It convened last Monday. I left there Sunday. 
Did the grand jury meet before that? 

No, sir. 

No grand jury met before that? 

No, sir. 

How far was this from the river? 

Oh, it is only, well, it is not 300 yards. 


Your information was that this boy was coming across 


and being harbored there? 


A 


Yes, and my informetion was perfectly reliable. The 


people themelves, this boy’s father, ami his brother, both 


admitted to us and to all the Mexieans that were thore that he 


had been thore anc that he had left shortly after midnight that 


same night. 

Q That he had been down there that same night? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Nov, after you were advised and, he mentioned there, did 
you have time to get a warrant? 

A Get a warrant for what? 

Q For his arrest? 

A Why, for this deserter? 

Q The deserter? 

A TI never heard of a warrant for a deserter. President 


Wilson in hie proclamation gave us that authori ty. 


Q 


Ho warrant under the ler, as you understood it, was re- 


quired at allf 


A 


Never heard of such a thing. 


@ Where did you work before you were on the Kanger foroe? 


‘9 What wae your business? 


nee 
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T was in the customs service for about two years. 
For what governnent? 
Our government, United States government. 


Where were you stationed? 
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At different placesalong the border. 

Q I will ask you, here are the names of the grand jury 
who indicted you, and if you know any of them; I wonld like 
for you to tell the committee whether or not they speak English. 

MR. CANALES: We object.to that. 

“HE CHAIRMAN: That is irrelevant and unnecessary, and 
dnoumbers the record, Judge. 

MRe KNIGHT: We would like for the record to cogtain those 
name, anyway. 

SENATOR PAGE: What is the object, Mr. Knight? 

MRe KNIGHT: I wanted to show their probable antipathy to 
him or their racial prejudice, something of that sort. 

SENATOR PAGE: I think 1t is immaterial, because I think 
@ man who killed a man under such circumstances ought to be 
indicted whether he is convicted or not, and I think most grand 
juries take that view of it. 

MR. KNIGHT: All right. We will omit that. 

Q (MR. KNIGHT) If you could have avoided killing that 
fellow would you have done so? 

A I certainly would. If I didn't want to avoid killing 
him I would not have called Mr. Wells to come to my assistance. 

CHAIRMAN BLEDSOE: We eannot hear you? 

A If TI didn't want to avoid killing him I would not have 
called Mr. Yells to come to my assistance. 

Q You did everything you could to keep from doing it? 

A Ahsolutely everything I could; he was a larger man than 
T an, 


Q Where wae he shot? 


A Shot in the groin, right in here (indicated. ) 


Q Only one shot? 

A One shot. 

Q As 800n as you were extricated from his attack you did 
not shoot anymore? 

A Wo, he fell and when Wells got there he helped me take 
the rifle away from hin. 

Q He still had the rifle after he had fallen? 

4 Why certainly. 

Q What did you do then with reference to the ministering 
to him and assisting the doctors? 

A His cousin, this other boy that was there, his cousin, 
he woke up when he heard this shot and asked what was the matter 
and everything and I told him; he said “I wonder if he is dead," 
I said,"I don't know,See if he is dead and if he is not we will 
get a doctor." 

Q are you acquainted with Jesue Villereal? 

A I have known him for a few months. 

Q He was on the witness stand this morning. You heard his 
testimony this morning? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q I believe I will let you go ahead and state that trans- 
action in your own way, for the benefit of the committee. 

A Well, Villereal was arrested by myself and other officers 
on the morning of the fourth of September about three o'clook, in 
the morning. 

Q What officers were they? 

A Renger Hutchinson and scouts, two scouts, one of hen 
neme Dickens and the other named Collins. 

Q tee Dickens and Koyal Collinsg 

A Yes, sir. 

Q U. S. Army scouts? 

A 


Yes, sir. We arrested him at ea point about six miles 


b 
above Rie Grande City, about three ©’oleck in the morning; at the 


time he was conveying three slackers to the river to put them 
across the river, ani we arrested him and took him up and delivered 
him to the military authorities at four o'clock that same morning, 
The next day the military authorities and the agent of the Depart- 
ment of Justice or intelligence officer, one of the two, got 
written statements from thoge other boys that Benevadiz' father--- 

THE CHAIRMAN: It would be improper for you to tell what 
the military authorities did when you were not there. If such 
statements vere taken they can be proved in some other way. You 
tell about your conversation with those men, if you had one. 

HRe KNIGHT: Is the familiar rule regarding hearsay testimony 
to be invoked in this proceedings? We haven't been doing it. 

I understood it was relaxed. 

THE CHAIRMAN: It is invoked when it is so flagrantly violated 
that this man would undertake to tell ahout something that was 
done by some other official when he was not there. 

Mi. KNIGHT: I haven't even raised that objection. Ye have 
let the bars down--- 

THE CHAIRMAN: As I have repeatedly said, and other members 
of the eomittee have said, we must control this examination and 
get dewn to where we ean see the ultimate conclusion of it at some 
time. 

MR. KNICHT: Q. You turned him over to the official author- 
ities? 

A ‘Yes, sir. 

Q Vhat was Gone while you were there? 

A ‘There was nothing done while I was there, We turned him 
over and their beggage, suitceses, turned them over to the milie 
tary about four o'clock thet same morning, and went on to the 
Ranger camp. That was e611 I had to do with it; did not have any- 
thing farther to do with it, 


194 Q Did you have any prisoners when you arrested these? 


A We had two. 

Q Tell the committee how you happened to come into contact 

with them and what you hed been doing? 

A We had beon on a scout up the river, it is about thirty 
miles above that, and we came back and we had two prisoners 
and when we got within about six miles--five and a half miles of 
Rio Grande City our ear stopped and upon examination we found 
eut we 41d hot have any water. Then this fellow Dickens, this 
scout, he went down, he went off on foot-- 

(At this point a rece@s was taken for ten minutes, ) 

THE CHAIRMAN: Yroceed with the examination. 

MR. ENIGHT: Wow, Mr. Rdds, just proeeed. You had stated 
that you hed two prisoners you got up the river, go ahead and 
tell the committee in your own way. 

WR. TIDVELL: Is that the transaction testified to by the 
other man first? 

MR. KNICHT: Yes, when they had the three men at one or 
three o'clock in the morning. 

Q@ You had been up the river and had three men prisoners, 
go ahead. 

A When the oar hake down---- 

MR. TIDWELL: Wait just a minute. I didn't catch that. 

A When our car stopped Dickens,- we examined the car and 
one of the boys said that it didn't have any water and Dickens 
went down to the house to get some water, about three-quarters or 
a mile away from there, and when he came back he came back in a 
car with Villereal and three other Mexican boys. When he rode up 
we said, "Vhat is that?" He said, “Fellows, here are three men, 
ao you want to interrogate them?" That is a by-word with us, when 
we talk about questioning anybody. I said, "Sure," so we separated 
them immediately and we talked with those boys ani we learned from 


them that they were all going across the river to try to keep 
from having to register. Registration day was to be held on 
the twelfth and it was only about seven or eight days until 
registration day; and one of the boys stated that his father had 
given Villereal seventy dollars to bring them down there and see 
them safely across the river, s0 when they admitted thia to us 
then we talked to Villereal. He denied everything and acted very 
impudent and had been drinking. We questioned him about where he 
got his hooze, etc., and he didm't know nothing about thet, and 
vhen we went to search him,- when we first went to search him he 
atepped back and when he 444 I shoved a pistol in his stomach 
and searched him, and when I went and talked to those boys and 
they admitted that he had assisted to put them ecross the river 
we came beck and talked to him again and he said that he wasn't 
no bandit, aid ought not to be held up, that he wes en officer 
ef the lav, that he was a oonstable of Duval County, and I told 
him, I said, "Well, you are a pretty son-of-a-bitoh te be a con- 
stable, taking slackers to the river." I couldn't help it. That 
is just the way I felt about it. That caused me to make that re- 
nark. 

Q You had talked to the boys already and gotten their 
story then? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q <And their father had paid him seventy dollars to put them 
across the river? 

A Their father had paid him seventy dollars to put them 
across the river. They had several suitcases, all filled with 
clothes, and had on good clothes and one boy was a Mexican oiti- 
sen, 80 he was turned loose. We told him we would turn him loose, 

would take him back to town, wouldn't turm him loose on the road, 


He said he was a Mexioan citizen end we didn't have any way to 


prove he wasn't; we could not make him register and put him in the 
army anyway, 80 we toid him we would turn him loose, so we taken 
them back te towm and delivered them over to the military author- 
ities. This happened about three o'olock in the morning and we 
delivered them to the military authorities about four o'clock 

the same morning. 

Q Did you have anything further to do with it? 

A So, sir. 

Q Regarding the contents of those grips? 

A It was wearing apparel, clothing, just as much glothing 
as they could put in their grips; they had three or four suit 
eases packed full of clothing. 

Q Are you familiar with the familiar goat herd &omn in 
that eountry,- did they look like goat herds, men going to buy 
goats? 

A Wo, they did not look that way; they were well dressed 
and I theught they had too much wearing apparsl, too mugh new 
elothitig to be out buying goats. 

Q How near to the river when you apprehended them there, 
Mr. Eads? 

A It 48 something in the neighborhood of a mile, it is 
more or less, you krow. 

Q State whether or not Villereal refused to make any statement 
at first? 

A ‘Yes, he denied everything. The boys told the truth about 
it but he would not admit ea thing, He just denied everything. He 
just seid he was going to his ranch. I asked him where his ranoh 
was at. He said it was over at Vera kealis,- Vera Realis is a 
little settlement and he had already passed it. 

ME. LACKZY: Was he going tewards Roma? 

A Iwas not along when he was detained, when he was first 
errested, This fellow Dickena arrested him. I oeuld only testify 


£97 to where Dickens said he was when he arrested him; I was Waiting in 


the car while Dickens weas after the water, 

Q Was his car headed towards Roma? 

A Dickens brought it up the Koma road afterwards to 
where we were; we were on the Rio Grande City and Roma roa. 

MR. KNIGHT: In which diregtioa were they going with reference 
te the river, Mexico? 

A Well, right there on this public road, there ia four or 
five roads thet turn off and a little crossing on the river thet 
they eall the ferry crossing, it is a crossing where most of the 
smuggling is done and where most fellows cross that cannot sross 
at the Ferry where the immigration officers will not let them 
cross at the Ferry and they have to go across the river some way 
or mother, most of the crossing is at this crossing. 

Q@ How far was the Ferry erossing from this stop? 

A It waen't a mile. 

Q Have you stated all that you did there thet night, 
with reference to abusing or punishment of Villereal? 

A Villereal, I told him to sit down once, to sit dewn on 
the side of the road. 

Q Did what? 

A I to01dé him to sit down once and made him sit down. If 
you will permit me I will explain why I told him to sit down. 

Q Explain to the committee? 

4 There were only four of us: we had tro prisoners, we 
arrested those four, made six; we wanted to separate these men 
as much as we could while we were taiking to them. If you take a 
men and make him sit down out there in the brush that way, when 
he jumps up %o run he has less chances to escape, he cannot 
escape as quick as if he was stamiidg up and if he gete into any 
argument with you he cannot get inte a souffle with you as quick 
ae if he was standing en his feet first. I made him sit down. He 


didn't want to do thet. 

Q Did he say anything to you that night about those boys 
being goat herds? 

A No; the first I heard of it afterwerds when if was 
talked on the street, that was the ¢cefense that their attorney 
put up. 

Q Villereal was constable of another county, wasn’t he? 

A So he seid. 

@ How fer would his precinct be from where you found him 
at three o'clock in the morning? 

A I am not sequainted with the countrr between but 4¢ weuld 


be almost seventy-five or a hundreé miles, somewhere along there-- 
I don't know hor far. 


Q Does Villereal speak English? 

A Wot that I know of, We tried to telk to him in English 
that night; he would not answer at sll. I had to talk Spanish to 
him altogether. 

Q did he explain to you that night what he was doing with 
those young men and where he was taking them to? 

A No, he didn't explain; he just said he was going to his 
ranche 

Q Did the young men themselves tell you where they were 
going and what they were doing? 

THE CHAIRMAN: I think he stated that. Said that he Hed been 
hired to take them across the river. 

MR. KNIGHT: A¥l right. 

Q Referring back te the Munoz transaction, I will esk you 
to state after the inquest was held and the officers hed arrived 
and heard the testimony and saw the situation there, I will 
ask you if you were ever arrested for that transaction? 

A Mo, sir; the looal eutherities investigated, that is, 
the county attorney and the sheriff, the local authorities there, 


investigated thematter and they are Mexicans themselves, ani 
they never placed me under arrest and nevor filed any case against 
me. 

Wasn't the Justice of the Peace a Mexican? 


Yes, sir. 
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He refused to bind you over? 

A He never said anything about it at all. He said it was a 
ease where I was justified under the circumstances. 

EXAMINED BY MR. BLEDSOE. 

Q Those boys that are charged te have been murdered by two 
wen you say vere kexican cowboys in Jim Hogg county? 

A Was ea Mexican rancher, yes. 

Q Where 41d you arrest those boys? 

A I did not arrest them. The Rangers at 4ebbronville 
arrested them end placed them in fail. 

Q Where? 
Hebhronville. 
Wheat county is Hebbronville in? 
It is in Jim Hogg county. 


A 

Q 

A 

Q pid you take them out of jail there? 
A No, sir. Take who? Those two hoys? 
Q 


Yes, the man who Was killed, whet's his name? Jose 


A his man Gomez hei been captured by those “egican theme 
selves, this Mexican and three other Mexicans, he was armed at 
the time they eaptured him. We had traced several cases of herse-~ 
theft against him and had been trying to cateh him for seven or 
eight months, when he was captured they taken him to Isaguerra's 
ranch. They were men who worked with this Mexican ranchman, they 
took him there. I was at another part of the sountry looking for 
hims I could not find him; we could not get any trace of him. 


I came back to Rio G-ande City and Izaguerra ‘phoned to me--I 
‘phoned to him rather, if he had heard anything. He said "I have 
just got word from my ranch that my men have got him,” Juset as 

T stepped out the door the sheriff summoned me as a witness; district 
court was in session; he summoned me as a witness. I told him"I have 
to go out to that raneh," --I explained the circumstances and he 
seid “I cannot excuse you, see the District Attorney." I went 

to see the district attorney. I told him I had to go out there 
to take oharge of this man and take him to debhronville jusl." 

He said, "When will you get back?" I said, "I won't get daok 
until day after tomorrow, at the least it is eighty miles from 
Rio Grande City to Hebbronville.” He says "We cannot let you 
off, we just simply have to have you here tomorrow, we want to 
wind this business up here at court.” He says, "We will arrange 
it someway or another.” He says, "If you will go out to Isaguerra's 
ranch and be back tomorrow at noon I will let you off until to- 
morrow at noon.” He let me off until tomorrow noon, next day at 
noon, and I got out there that night at nine o'clock and these 
fellows had tho prisoners. I had to be baak to Kio Grande City the 
mext day at twelve, it is forty miles from that ranch to Hebbron- 
ville, go there I was with this man on my hands, I didn't know 
whet to do, I could not figure it out any other way, anything 

that I could do,~- I didn't have time to take him to Hebbronville 
and I could not take him to Eio Grande City, so I asked Izaguerra 
what gould I do. He said "Well, you can send him to Hebbronville 
by wy cow-punohers." I thought about it. He said "I oan let you 
have two trusted men." I says, "Who are they?" ‘They were those 
two boys,- he was in the party that captured him, he was armed 

at the time he was captured by these Mexicans and gray tried to 
resist, end they didn't kill him when they had him out in the 
brush and had ample oppertanity--- 


THE CHAIRMAN: Youeare arguing the matter. Let's get down 
to the facts. We will give you an opportunity to make your 
speeches later. 

Q You say it was forty miles from there to Hebbronville? 
About thirty-five or forty. 

You were there in the gar’? 


Yea, but it was heavy sands all the way through. 
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But ears @o go across there? 

A Yes, but they go another road. “hey don't travel that 
road from thie particular ranch very much; they have to pull 
their cars through the sand there with horses. 

G@ You said you could not take him to Rio Grande City 
with you; why couldn't you? 

A I would have no legal authority to take him to Rio Grande 
City, for several reasons I could not take him to Rio Gramde City. 
If you will permit me to explain-- 

Why didn't you have Hutehinson with you? 
I did. 
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Why didn't you leave him in charge? 

A He was a witners in some of the same cases [I was a wit- 
ness in, we were summoned at the same time and the Pistrict Attore 
ney refused to excuse him; we both had to be back at noon the 
next day. 

Q You did leave the prisoner there in charge of these cow- 
boys? 

A Of the nen who captured hin. 

Q He never got to jail? 

4A 4e got within four miles of jail ant was killed. They 
took him about thirty miles, I guess. 

Q They took him thirty miles ent then killed him? 

A Yes. I don't know under what circumstances he was killed. 

Q Did you ever see his body? 


A I @44 not. I was seventy-five or eighty miles from 
there ani seventy-five miles from there--- 

Q Yeu had gone back to Rio Grande City? 

A TI had gone back to Kio Grande City. 

Q Did you make any investigation of why the killing 
occurred? 

A I G14 not because Captain Wright came down there; he got 
there--there were Rangers at Hebbronville and Captain right was 
farther up, near Laredo, and he ceme down there, so I did not 
investigate it. 

Q What was the names of those boys who did the shooting? 


A Frederico Lopez and Sabas Oguna. 


MR. LACKEY: Q Did you or any of your party the night Ville- 
real was arrested or stopped put your pistol in his mouth? 

A Wo, air, I didn't do anything like that. 

Q Was that the only time the pistol was pointed at him, 
when you told him you were going to search him and he stepped 
back and you pointed the pistol et his stomach? 

A Yes, sir. 


Q That was the only time the pistol was drawn? 


%R, TIDWELL: Did you make him lie down on his back on the 
ground? 

A No, sir; I had him to sit down, as I explained toe you 
while ago. 

Q Was there any one choking him by the throat, or any 
transaction like that ocourred? 


A Wo, sir; nothing like that occurred. 


BY MR. MoMILLIN: Q What 414 you find on Villereal when you 
searched hin? 


A Collins got a big knife off of him. 
Q He 414 not have any fire arns? 


A No, sit. 

Q@ What did you do to him to make him set down? You said he 
didn’t want to sit down? 

A fI told him that he had to sit down. I told him he had te 
sit down, and he sat down. 

Q If he had not done it whet would you have done to him? 

A TI guess I would have caught hold of him by the arm and 
pulled him down. 

Q@ You 414 not exhibit your gun, you kept your gun in your 
hand all the time? 

A TI drew my gun when I went to etrest him and after we 


searched him I put my gun back in my scabbard. 


EXAMINED BY SENATOR WILLIFORD. 
What was the name of that deserter you were looking for? 
_ Alonzo Sanchez, 
What was the name of the man you killed? 
Lisandros Munoz. 
You say the man's name was Sankey? 
Yo, sir, Alonzo Sanchez. 
Why didn't you ask thet fellow if thet was his name? 
I did. f called him br that, "Alonzo." 
When he waked up why didn't you ask him? 
I aid. 
What did he say? 
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A He would not answer. He mumbled something; I gould not 
unierstand. 

Q@ When he got up BF sat back down on his cot? 

A He straightened up on his cot first. 

Q And then sat down again? 

A So, he 414 not sit dom again. He straightened up in his 
cot, sitting up in the cot, this way. 


304 Q He didn't get up? 


Not right then. 

How close were you to him? 

Three or four feet away from hin. 
Was your pistol in your hand? 
Ne, sir. 

Why didn't you--- 

YT had my rifle in my hand. 

You hed it ready for use? 

I aid. 
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Q What did you get close enough to him for, for him to 
grab your rifle before you knew kx who he waa or what he would do? 
Don't you know he didn’t do it? 
What? Grab my rifle? 


Yes? 
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No. He did. 


Q Why 414 you get up olose enough to a strange man to 
grab your rifle? 

A I never thought he would attempt anything like that. 

Q You were a Ranger in the night, ar@eesting a desperate 
man end got olose enough to him to grab your weapon? 


A It was just at daylight; you could see a little, 


BY MR. KNIGHT: @Q Did you all hit either of those boys 


ever the head with a revolver or anything else to make them oon~ 


fess? 
A Wo, sir. 
Q Did you apply any violence at all to them? 
A wo, sir. 
Q Did you inflict any bruises upon them of any kind? 
A Wone at all. 


BY MR. MoMILLIN: Q How long 414 the man live after he was 
thet in the groin? 


50 4 He died immediately. f say he die&& inmediately because 


in there to sec if he wes in there? 

A I was in enough trouble then. I didn't oare anything 
about eatching the @eserter after a thing like that oocurred. 
We had two to catch that morning. 


BY Mi. TIDWELL: Were you Rengers furnished with a list of 
deserters down there? 

A We had an awful hard time getting a list from the Board 
there but we finally got a list from them and it is a large one, 

tO0~6 

Q Had you been furnished with a list et this time? 

A Yes; I always carried it in my pocket, and this man had 
notice of it--it was posted at the post office. 

Q Do you kmow the name of those two “ederal officers 
who were present at the time you had this trouble with Villereal? 

A They changed the military authorities there so often 
it is hard to remember but I am pretty sure it was Captein Dunn. 

He was the intelligence officer? 

A He was what they called the officer of the éay that 
night. 

Q A military camp there? 

A It is a forv. 

Q What is the name of the place? 

A Fort Ringgold. 


BY MR. LACKEY: It is at Rio Grande City, isn't it? 


A Yes, sir. 


BY Mi. CANALES: You said that those two boys, the ones 
with Villereal, three boys, one of them was @ Mexican citizen; 
you turned him loose ami the other two were slackers? 

A ‘Yes, sir. 

Q 4en't it e fact those two boys had not been registered 
becauge registration day had net arrived yet? 


4 ‘They were going te try to get out of the country. 


Q That is your opinion. Conld they heave registered before 
that time? 

A Ho; they could be arrested and put under bond for 
trying to avoid registration. 

Q Could they have registered before that time? 

A Uo, sir; certainly not. 

Q Don't you know thet those grips you examined belonged 
to the boy that was a Mexican citizen and was going to Mexico? 

A No, sir; they said that those grips were theirs; I 
don't know who they belonged to. 

Q Wasn't you present at the examining trial the next 
day or two or three days after that? 

4 Wo, sir. 

Q Wasn't you present at the time those hoys were exenined 
there? 

A Uo, sir; I had to go out in the country. 

Q Isn't it a fact you were there, present at that time 
and you heard him testify and those boys tell the U. S. Commission- 
er that they had given you that information beoause you hei given 
ey eee treatment that you hed given Villereal? 

A Iwas not theres I was out in the country that day. 

Q They testified to that fact, didn’t they? 

A Iwas not there. If they testified to it how ceunld I 
know? 

SHS CHAIRMAN: What was done with them? 

A TI was informed, I don't know-- 

THE CHAIRMAN: If you don't kmow don't tell. 

A They were placed under bond. 

MR. KNIGHT: I wanted to show the number of deserters and 
the number of men that really got in the army from Duval County, 
just for your inform tion. 

Q Do you know the number of, the totel number of deserters 
from---- 


THE CHAIRMAN: Wait a minute. As far as T am concerned 7 


don't think it is admissible. I think it is going to open 
up a field we nover would finish. 

MR. TIDWELL: How many men that had actually deserted frok 
the army or failed to respond when callec for military service 
aia you arrest during that period of time, down there, if you 
remenber? 

A TI wrrested, I don't remember,- I would have to look 
up the records. I arrested many and there vere »nany that-- I 
een explain why we did not arrest more too. 

THE CHAIKMAH: I wish you would answer the question and not-- 

GESERAL HARLEY: Just state the number. 

A 1 G@on't remember the number, sir. 

MRe XNICHT: Approximate it ac near as you cen, if you have 
a way? 

A If you will give me time to look over a list I have in 
my pocket I can tell you pretty near about how many I arrested. 

SENATOR PAGE: How many did you arrest? 

A TI eould not tell you, sir. 

Q Nine or ten? 

A Oh, Christ’ More than thet. 

Q Twenty-five? 

A Oh, probably about that many. 

SENATOR PAGE: That is e11 right. 

MR. LACKEY: @ Mr. Edds, this man thet claimed te have been 
killed, or "evaporated"--whatever you call it, that they started 
up to Hebbronville with there, were theye any cases pending 
against him in Hebbronville? 

A No, there wasn't any cases filed againet him yet. Lets 
of times when we want them badly we don't file cases against then. 

Q You say he was supposeé te be charged with horse theft? 


4 In Jim Hogg county. 


Q Hebbronville is the county seat of that county? 

A tes, sir. 

Q They started vithhim to thet county seat? 

A To thet place. 

Q Where was that ranch you went to from Rio Grande when 


you were excused by the district attorney, where was that ranoh 
located? 


A In Jim Hogg county. 

Q Then We was not in Starr county at all, this man? 

A Wo, sir. 

SENATOR WITT; You say those fellovs were arrested for 
horse theft? 

A ‘Yes, sir. 

Q Have any warrant? 

A Wo; there are many men we want that we don't file oases 
against. 

THE CHAIRHAN: What becomes ef them if you don't file ceases? 

A Will you let me explain why we don't file cases against 
them? We have to do it in that country. I can explain it to you 
why we don't file cases against them. 

SENATOR WILLIFORD; Don't need a warrant to arrest a man 
in that country? 

4 If you go ahead and file a ease against him before you 
arrest him he is one of those fellows on the dodge mck and 
forth the river, the moment you file a case against him it gets 
out that day ani in two days they know it across on the other side 
end it is impossible to keep anything seoret there with that 
crooked bunch. 

SENATOR YILLIFORD: You can answer this ag you like, Have 
you ever been sharged with the commission of any felony, unless 
you are indicted for killing this fellow down there now? 


You need not, you cannet be eompelled to anewer. 


ott 


A Well, under those cireumstances I will refuse to answer 
it then. 

Q Answer this then, if you care to: Have vou ever deen 
convicted of any felony? 

A Wo, sir; nor indioted either until just now. 

Mie EKENIGHT: I will ask you to state, to relieve your_self 
of any odium, whether or not you were ever indicted for any 
felony prior to this time? 


A Wo, sir, I was never indicted for anything. 


THE CHAIRMAN: The Committee will now rise to re-convene 
at two e'clock. 
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February 7th. 
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The Joi#t Committee of the Senate and the House to investi- 
gete the charges against the Texas Renger Furee, re-convened et 
two o'clock, PF. H. 


F. C. DECKER, 
having been duly sworn by Mr. Tidwell, of the Joint 
Gommittee, testified before the Committee as follows; 


THE CHAIRMAN: This young mam ie here from Kastland and 
it is important thet he get away et onee ani I em assuming the 
respensibility without seeing Mr. Ford, who had him subpoenaed, 


te have him put om the stand, and I will indicate the examination 


A Well, under those cireumstances I will refuse to answer 
4t then. 


Q Answer this then, if you eare to; Have you ever been 
convicted of any felony? 

A No, sir; nor indicted either until just now. 

WR. ENIGHT: I will ask you to state, to relieve your self 


of any odium, whether or not you were ever indicted for any 
felony prior to this time? 


A No, sir, I was never indicted for anything. 


THE CHAIRMAN: The Committee will now rise to re-convene 
at two o'clock. 


February "7th. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
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The Joimt Committee of the Senate and the House to investi- 


gete the charges against the Texas Ranger Force, re-convened at 
two o'olock, P. M. 


F, ©. DECKER, 
having been duly sworn by Mr. Tidwell, of the Joint 
Gommittee, testified before the Committee as follows; 


THE GHAIRMAN: This young man is here from Sastland and 
it is important that he get away at once ani I am assuming the 
respensibility without seeing Mr, Ford, whe had him subpoenaed, 


te have him pat on the stand, and I will indicate the examination 


LP 2 


and you gentiemen can oonduct it as far as you want. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Give the stenographer your name. 
F. C. Decker, Filmore Decker, 

Where do you live? 

In Eastland. 

How long have you lived in Kestland? 

About twelve years. 

In wheat business are you now engaged? 

I am havling wood, helping in hauling wod. 
Did you live there about a year afro? 

Yes, sir. 

Rave you recently heen in the service? 


I have been in eight months. 
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During the time thet you heve lived there have you 
seen the Texas Rangers there? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q About a year ago did you meet one of more of them ani 
have a conversation with them? 

A TI met two of them, 

Q Just state to the committee, if you don't know their 
nemes give a description of them, as near as you oan am tell 
what occurred between you and them? 

A One of them was a heavy set big man with a black mustache 
ané looked to be about, maybe sbout five feet eleven inehesg high, 
something along there, and this other fellow was e@ tall slin, 
Blick-faced fellow. I was coming down the street one morning--- 

Q Where? 

A At Ranger. TI had a pint of whisky in my pocket and 
they seen it and called me off behind a restaurant and wanted to 
talk to me about it, I went out behind the restaurant with them 
and they said "Where 4id you get that whisky?” I told them I got 


it frem I, D. Davis, Fort Werth, I didn't no more then get it 


a F 
wet 
Nr 
Ae 
Foie 
pgs 


yo 


, eee 


out of my mouth when they seid "You are a damned liar” and 


knocked me down and handeuffed me around a tree and phoned to 
the sheriff and deputy to come after me. 


you? 


Q 


Go PP 
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You say they handcuffed you around a tree? 

Yee, sir. 

Where did that ooour? 

Right behind the restaurant. 

Was it in a public place where the public could gee 


Yes, sir. 

How long 41a they leave you? 

About two hours, or two hours and a half. 

What sise tree was it? 

It was about a foot through, I think. 

Gould you reach sround it comfortably? 

Yes, sir. 

How high aid they fastexzn your hands? 

I stood up, you know, and that is as high gs they put 


Did they injure you in any way except knocking you down? 


No; thet was all 

Which one of them hit you? 

The biggest one, the black mustached one. 
You say you don't know either one's name? 
No, sir. 

Who was your sheriff at that time? 
Lawrence, I don't know his initials. 

Who came and got you? 

Lawrence. 

Lawrence came himself? 

Yes, sir. 


Did they take you to Eastland? 
Yes, sir, 


Q Did they file any complaint against you? 
A Wo, sir,-- yes they 41d, too. They put a drunk fine 
against me. 
Did you plead guilty to it? 
Yes, plead guilty to it. 
Was that in the day time or night? 
It was in the deytime, 
Did they take the whisky away from you? 
Yes, sire 


What did they de with it? 
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The sheriff taken it home with him and when they 
turned me loose they gave it back to me. 
Were you drunk at the time? 

No, sir. 

Had you been drunk? 

Ho, sir. 

Dasorderly in any way? 

Ho, sir. 

Why 414 you plead guilty? 

Well, I hai to; I could not beat it. 
You thouhg it was the easiest way out of it? 
Yes, sire 

How much fine did you pay? 

I laid it out. 

3a it out in jail? 

Yea, aire 

Are you a man of family? 

Yes, sire 

How much family? 

Five ehfidren. 

Wife? 
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Yes, sir. 


poe 
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You live in the town of Hastland? 

No, I livek about five miles from Kastiand. 
On the farm? 

Yes, sir. 

Where 414 you live at that time? 

About seven miles from Hastland at that time. 
What time of the year 41d this oocur? 

I don't remember just what time of the year it was. 
Was it in the summer, spring or winter? 

Kind of in the spring er whnter. 

How long aid you stay in jail? 

I stayed in about six days , I believe. 


EXAMINED BY MR. KNIGHT. 
I didn't catch your name? 
Filmore Deeker,. 
You reside five miles from Eastland? 
I am now, 
Where were you regiding then? 
I lived about seven mikes from Sastland then. 
Where? 
North of Sastland. 
In the country? 
Yes, sire 
What town were you arrested in? 
Abilene--- You mean registered? 
No, that you were arrested in? 
Ranger. 
Any justice of the peace or constable in Ranger? 
No, sir: Texas “angers. 
Dian t have any precinst officers? 
I suppese #80; I don't know, 


When was this? 
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A 


It was about @ year agoe 

Before or after you got in the army? 
It was before I got in the army. 

You say you have got five children? 
tes, sir 

How o1d are you? 

Twenty-nine, I am thirty now. 

Did you urge your exemptions to the board? 
I didn't have no show to. 

Why not? 

They would not give me no showing. 
Who would not? 


Would not let my wife sign the questionnaire for me, 


Just sent me right ons 


Q Who would not? 


A 
Q 


Them Rangers and the sheriff, and deputy sheriff, 
What 44d the Mangers have to do with it about you 


signing the registration card? 


A Theyare the very ones that tied on to me firet; they 
started it. 

Q How? 

A They knocked me down at Ranger. 

Q About what? 

A Because I had that pint of whisky. 

Q 


I am not asking you about that. I am asking you 


about your getting into the army? Why did--where did you get 


in the army? 
A Why dia Ie 
Q Yes? 
A 


Because I was worked inte it because I didn't have no 


education, didn't know how to get out of it. 


Q Who worked you inte it, the Kangers? 


A 


Yes, I suppose 80. 


5 LE: Q What did they de te werk you into it? 


4A 


They throwed me in jail. I knew I never had any question- 


naire end while they had me in jail they rustled up my questionnai ie 
and brought it to me to be fixed out and didn't given my wife no 
chance to sign it. 


cat 
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A 


Whe brought it up? 

The jailer, deputy sheriff brought the papers up. 
The jailer? 

Yes, sir. 

What's his name? 

Joe Hague. 

Did you know hin? 

Yes, sir. 

Did he know you were a farmer out there? 

He know I was out there, yes, sir. 

What did the jailer do about it? 

He just brought the papers up there, him and the lawyer 


and fixed it up and sent the papere to Abilene ani 41d not 


give my wife no chance to sign it. 


Q 
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The lawyer was there? 

Yes, sir. 

¥hat was the lawyer's name? 

I don't know, He was a one-armed lawyer. 
Hea he been there before? 

tes; he livee there. 

He was known of the peeple there? 

Yes, sir. 

Did you tell him you had five children ani a wife? 
Yes, sir. 

How long were you in the army? 

Eight months. 

Where? 


Camp Cody, N. Me. ami Campt Diek, N. J. 


When were you arrested about this whisky? 


Who were they? 

Lots of them; I demit know who. 
Anybody you knew? 

Net as I know of. 


A About a year ago. 

Q Before or after you were in service? 
A Sefore I was in service. 

Q They arrested you at Abilene? 

A So; at Hanger. 

Q They arrested you behind a Kesteurant? 
A Yes, sir. 

Q And Handouffed you to a tree? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q That was in broad daylight? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Anybody in town? 

A es, sir. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 


Q Then this deputy sheriff didn't give you any chance, 
the deputy sheriff didn't give you any cha me? 
A Yes; I knew ono man, Luther Damenport. 
What did he do about it? 
Nothing; just came around and seen me. 
What did he say? 
Didn't sey anything. 
How long dia you know Luther Vavenport? 
About twelve years. 
He knew who you were? 
tes, sir. 
He did not say anything? 
Ho, sir. 
He was a friend of yours? 
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There was a good big erewl around; I guess there was 
54S 
@ hundred men there, 


ee . 
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How 414 you get out of the army? 

I was discharged. 

When’? 

I got out about four days before Christmas. 

Where? 

At Camp Diek, HN. d. 

Who 444 you tell about this transaction out there at 


Whe 414 I tell? 

Yes? 

Well, I don't know as SI told anybody. 
You plead guilty? 

Yes, sir. 

ily. Davenpert, your friend, was there in the county? 
Yes, sir. 

Anybody else there thet you knew? 

Bo, not as I know of. 

Been living there twelve years? 

Bo, not in Ranger. 

I mean there in thet county? 

I know lote of people in the county. 
Know anybody in Abilene? 

Yes, sir. 

Know the sounty judge? 

4es, sir. 

Justice of the Peace? 

Les, sire 

fhe county clerk? 

No, sire 

You knew all those people and yet you plead guilty? 
Yes, sir. 

Did you know any lawyer there? 


Yee, sir; Dick Hunt, 


Q Did you ask any of those friends or tell them about 
being persecuted? 


No; didn't tell them anything about it. 


4 
Q Wheat were the names of those Kanvers? 
A TI @idn't know them. 

Q 


Did you ask your friend Davenport whet their names 


A S8o, sir. 

Q Did you ask the sheriff what their names were? 

A WUever asked nobody, no. 

Q Made no attempt in the world?to find the names of the 
two strangers that came and chained you to a tree in bre@ day- 
light? 

Ho, sire 

You are a man of family and five children? 

Yes, sir. 

And have been living there in thst county twelve years? 
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Yes, sire 

THE CHAIRMAN: You are repeating a good many of the statemnts 
made by the witness. You know thie is not a jury trial. 

MR. KNIGHT. No, it ie not, Your Honor, but at the same time 
I think a matter of this sort, the testimony will be seriously 
considered. I don t know that this committee will--- 

THE CHAIRMAN: If it is true and it is shown that they have 
done that it is going to be very seriously considered. 

MR. KNIGHT: I want to show it ies not true. It is absurd. 
There is no evidence of its truth here; there is no evidence of 
its identification. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I know the sheriff very well and have taken 
his name and will have them summoned. The thing I am objecting 
to is the repetition and burdening the record, 

MR. KNIGHT: 1f just thought probably the committee want ed 


te war {¢. This is an unnsual thing to me, 


THE CHAIRMAN; No, not constant repetition. 
MR. KNIGHT: I wagn't conscious of the repetition. I am 
week, I admit. 
TH CHAIRMAN: No, we are not making any accusation of 
that kind. 
(Me. Knight.) Weuld yeu know those mem if you saw them? 
Yes, sir. 


Have you seen them since? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A One time; yes, sir. 
Q Where? 
A Seen them at Eastland. 
Q Did you find out whet their names were then? 
A So, sir. 
Q How often have you been in jail in the last twelve 

years? 

A TI have been in it a good many times. 

Q How many times? 

A TI don't know just how many times, four or five times, 
I guess. 

Q What were the charges? 

A Well, one of them was assault and atten. 

Q Assault and attempt to what? 

A Assault ani attempt to murder, I guess, that is what 
they put against me. 

Q What else did they put you in jail for? 

A I dog't just remember. 


Q Just think now a moment, what else now did they put you 


A ‘They put me in a time or two for being drunk, 
Q Yeu were not drunk on this occasion? 

A We, sir. 

Q Where did you get that whisky? 

A 

Q 


Ie BD. Davis, Fort Worth, 
a 


Were you in Fort Werth? 


THE CHAIRMAN; No, not constant repetition. 

MR. KNIGHT: I wasn't conscious of the repetition. I am 
week, I admit. 

THE CHAIRMAN: No, we are not making any acousation of 
that kind. 

Q (Mr. Knight.) Weuld you know those men if you saw then? 
A Yes, air. 
Q Have you seen them since? 
A One time; yes, sir. 
Q Where? 
A Seen them at Eastland. 
Q Did you find out what their names were then? 
A So, sir. 

Q How often have you been in jail in the last twelve 
yeers? 

A TI have been in it a good many times. 

Q How many times? 

A I don't know just how many times, four or five times, 
IT guess. 

Q What were the charges? 

A Well, one of them was assault and at tems. 

Q Assault and attempt to what? 

A Assault ani attempt to murder, I guess, that is what 
they put against me. 

Q What else did they put you in jail for? 

A TI éog't just remember. 

Q Just think now a moment, what else now did they put fou 


A They put me in a time or two for being drunk, 
You were not drunk on this occasion? 


No @ sir e 


Q 
A 
Q Where did you get that whisky? 
A I. B. Davis, Fort Worth. 

Q 


Were you in Fort Werth? 


No, sir. 

How 4id you get it? 

I ordered it. 

Ordered it? 

Yes, sire 

How oftenhave you broken out of jail? 
Twice ° 

Where? 

Eastland, 

Both at Eastland? 


Yes ? sir. 


What were you in jail for? on those two occasions? 


Well, one of them was for assault and attempt, I think 
awk to murder, and the other was for being drunk. 


Q You broke out of jail twice? Were the Rangers advised 


ef your reputation or not, I mean those parties that arrested 
you? 


A M&o, sir. 


Q I mean the sheriff and those you knew there, did they 
know who you were? 


A The sheriff, he did, yes, sir. 


Q Have you seen those parties here that handcuffed you 
to that tree? 


A Wo, sir. 


Q Have you seen them about town here? 
A Se, sir. 


Q You say that thet mn deliberately knooked you down,- 
with what? 


A With his fist. 
Were you resisting arrest? 


Q 
A Wo, sir. 
+] 


Were you going through any menacing conduct at ell? 


ra | 
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Yo, sir. 

Complacent like you are now, and he knocked you down? 
Yes, sir. 

A great deal bigger man than you are? 

Yee, sir. 

They were armed? 

Yes, sir. 


That was done in a Christian, civilised community in 


broad daylight and nobody complained about it and you plead 
guilty to the offense? 


A 
Q 
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tos e sir. 


You can stend aside. 


EXAMINED BY MR. TIDWELL. 
Was it at Ranger they knocked you down or at Abilene? 
It was at Ranger. 
Was your wife at Abilene? 


No, sir. 


THE CHAIRMAN: You misunderstood him. He said he registered 
at Abilene. 


“R, TIDWELL: You say you are how old? 


A ‘Thirty years old, 

Q You didn't have your wife to sign the questionnaire? 

A 8Hoe, sir. 

Q How came you 64d not heave your wife to sign the quest- 
ionnaire? 

A 


They told her she eould sign the next one that came, the 


next paper that came and she could sign it and they had me where 
I didn't have no showing. 


Q Did you go to the town of Abilene to sign that question-~ 


naire? 
A 
Q 


No, sir. 
Vhere 416 you eign it? 


A At Eastland, right in the jail. They knew I didn't 
have no education and didn't know how to fix that up and I 
fixed it up the best way I knew how. 

Q Did you awear to that questionnaire? 

A Yes, sire 

Q Did you recite the fact in that questionnaire that you 
had a wife and five children? 

A Yes, sir,and I put my name dewn in the wrong place and 
I ought mot to. I didn't know and the lawyer didn't tell me, 


BY MR. LACKEY; Didthe lawyer help you make it out? 
Yes, sir. 

You told him these facts? 

Yes, sir. 


He gave you no opporungty to have yuur wife sign it? 
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No, sir, gave me no opportunity at all. 
Q You need not answer this question unless you want to; 
heave you been convicted for anything else than this drunk you were 


on at the time? 


Yes, sir. 

Q One other time? 
MR. KNIGHT'S EXAMINATION. 

Q What were you convicted for at that time? 
A TI don't remember. 
Q Were you ever in the penitentiary? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q How many times? 
A One time. 
Q When was that? 
A 12¢ has been about ten years ago. 
Q How long were you there? 
A Eighteen months, twenty-two months. 
Q That fs all, 


A 


At Eastland, right in the jail. They knew I didn't 


have no education and didn't know how to fix that up and I 
fixed 4t up the best way I knew how, 


Did you swear to that questionnaire? 
Yes, Sire 


Dia you recite the fact in that questionnaire that you 


had a wife ané five children? 


A 


Yes, sir,and I put my name down in the wrong place and 


I ought not to. I didn't know and the lawyer didn't tell me. 


BY MR. LACKEY: Did the lawyer help you make it out? 
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Q 


have you been convicted for anything else than this drunk you were 


Yes, sir. 

You told him these facts? 

Yes, sir. 

He gave you no opporun$ty to have yYeur wife sign it? 
No, sir, gave me no opportunity at all. 


You need not anawer this question unless you want to; 


on at the time? 


A 


& 
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Yes, sir. 
One other time? 

MR. KNIGHT'S EXAMINATION. 
What were you convicted for at that time? 
I don't remember. 
Were you ever in the penitentiary? 
Yes, sire 
How many times? 
One time. 
When was that? 
Tt has been about ten years ago. 
How long were you there? 
Eighteen months, twenty-two months, 


That is all, 


EXAMINED BY MR MCMILLIN: 
Q Oam you read and write? 
A &8o, sir. 
Q You didn't kmow anything in that questionnaire except 
just what they told you was in it? 


A Tes, sire 


MR. TINVELL: 

Q bid the Governor grant you a pardon when you came out of 
the penitentiary? 

A Wo, sir. 


MR. MoMILLIN: Where 4414 you go from to the penitentiary? 
A Abilene. 


MR. KNIGHT: What did you go there for? 
A TI don't remember, 
Q Stand aside. 


MR. LACKEY: How do you know these men that arrested you were 
Rangers? 
A Iwas told they were. 
Who told you? 
I don't remember who it was, 
How many people did you askT 
I asked several, 
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Q Gould you call the names so you could identify those 
people you asked? 

A Wo, I never 614 find out their nams at all. 

Q Were the suppesed “angers present when you asked if 
they were Rangers or not? 

A We, sir. 

Q@ How do you know how to identify them? 

A I just supposed they were Rangers, 


Q@ Who 41d you ask, were the Rangers and the people present 
when you asked them: 
A Wo, sir. 
Q What 444 you ask them? 
A TI asked them were they Rangers, Texas Rangors. 
Q Were who Rangers? 
A The people that knocked me down. 
Q How 444 they know who knooked you down? Yousay they 
were not present when you asked them? 
They were not present when they knooked me down. 
How 414 you identify thom when you asked them? 
I just asked weee they Rangers. 


A 
] 
A 
Q Did they know who arrested you? 
A I suppose 80. 

Q 


You suppose 80, 


SENATOR WILLIFORD: Are you an American oitizen? 
A es, sir; reised in Arkansas. 


THE CHATRUAN: UWentlemen, is there any further questions from 
this witness? 
MR. KNIGHT: No, not a thing. 
THE CHAIRMAN; Did you eay Joe Hague was the jailer? 
Yea, sir. 
Ie he still there? 
Yes, sire 
Which way 41d you come, by Fort Worth? 


Yes, sire 
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Ie that your quickest way here? 

A fI think this other way would be the nearest but they 
told me I had to come by Fort Werth, If I hed come on the Texes 
Central I believe it would be the nearest. 


J&S8E DENHETT, 


having been duly sworn by Mr. TMdwell, of the Joint 
Committe, testified as follows: 


Examined by Mre J. T. CANALES: 
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Do you live in Brownsville? 

Yes, sir. 

Where were you born? 

Brownsville. 

Lived there all your life? 

tos, sire 

How 014 are you? 

Twenty-nine . 

What official position do you hold in Brownsville? 

T am president of the Dennett Automobile Sales Company, 


automobiles. 


Q 
A 


F 


> f£& PP © FP © FP DB Pw 


Q 


State what official posi tion--- 
City Commissioner. 

Were you not also eonneoted with some bank prior to that? 
Yes, sir. 

First Yational Bank? 

Yes, sire 

What position? 

Assistant Cashier. 

How long 414 you hold that position? 
Tlwelve years. 

Do you know Frank Samer? 

I doe 


Do you remember the time Frank “amer and I went te your 


garage early in December? 


A 


I doe 


Q Will you please relate that inaident to the committee? 


wr 


vy Sey 
' ; 


A I wae at my office in the Dennett Motor Sales Company 
and I was hailed by Mr, Canales and told to listen to a conver- 
sation that he had had with Mr. Prank Hamer. Mr. Canales then 
repeated the conversation, 

Q ¥hat was that conversation? 

A “Mr. Hamer has just told me that if I d1@ not quit 
monkeying with the Rangers I am geing to get hurt." Mr, Hamer 


aid not say a word. I turned to Mr. Hamer and asked him if that 
was the truth, and he said, "Yes." 

Q What was Mr. Hamer at the time, do you know? 

A TI believe he was a atate Kancer. 

Q How long had he been stationed in Brownsville or hai 
you seen him around there? 

A I have no idea, no, sir. 

Q Did you hear anything further ? 

A Wo, sir. 

Q That is all. 


"HE CHAIRMAN; What are Hamer’s initials? 
MR. CANAIES: Frank Hamer. 
WITHESS: I don't know, I know him if I see him theugh. 


BXAMINED BY MR. KNIGHT, 

Q De you know what Mr. Canales had been doing or saying 
regarding the Rangers? 

A Wo, sir, I do not know, 

Q fo proveke this statement of Mr. Hamer's? 

A Wo, sir. 

Q What was the apparent animus, if any, on the part of 
either man? 

A TI have no idea. 

Q They were apparently in good humor while they were there 
with you: You didn't know what had occurred? 


A Xe, sir. 

Q You didn't know what had preceded it at all? 

A Y @on't know what had transpired. 

Q@ Yeu didn't know that was being done as a predicate te 
yank you up here as a witness or anything of that sort? 

A No, sir. 

Q If you had you would not have listened, would you? 
A Yes, I would have gone out and listened, certainly. 
Q You have been down there a long time? 

A Born there--yes. 

Q You know something of the service and work of the Rangers 
in that eountry in protecting the liwes and property? 

A Yes. 

Q e111 the Committee in your own way what you think sb out 
them. 

A I feel that there is no more fearless men in the State of 
Texas than the Texas Rangers. I have seen the time in Brownsville 
when people were afraid to walk on the streets on accoukt of the 
fexas Ranger, and again I have seen the time when the people of 
the lower Rio Grande valley weleemed the Texas Ranger there with 
open arms to defend their homes. When I was with--- Let me divert 
a winute to say that the impression of a border town is wrong in 
the minds of most people. I do not believe there is a more peaceful 
community in the State of Texas than Brownsville, and when I say 
that I mean the Mexican as well as the American, because Browns- 
ville is made up of twe-thirds Mexican and one-third Americans, and 
} believe that the Mexican is a law ebiding person. I further 
believe that the Rangers should beagodned by the Texas State Legis- 
lature. Their names should go before the State legislature, our 
representatives, ani these men discuss the characters that come 
up and then let them be responsible for the action of the State 


Ramgera. I don't believe thet one man should be made to blame 
for their actions entirely. I furthermore believe that in the 
actions of the State “angers on the border that ninety-five per 
cent. of their actions--they are used as tools for men higher up, 
That is all I have got to say. 

Q Have they rendered any service in protecting life and 
property down there? 

A They oertainly have; yes. 

Q Have they given relief when it could not be hed from the 
local officers frequently? 
Yes, sir. 
They are only called in there on extraordinary ocoasions? 
Yes, Sire 


They are not held there all the time? 
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In former years they were, 

Q But they never interfered unless called on by the local 
authorities? 

A TI don't know about that. 

Q What about that,- there haa been some pretty,-- two 
political factions down there in the Democratic party? 

A Yes, sire 

Q TI believe you are a republican? 

A TI an. 

Q Things have been pretty warm down there since the last 
election, haven't they? 

A Well, a little bit, 

Q The Xangers have gone down there and inaugurated an in- 
vestigation in the alleged election frauds? 

A TI bdelieve so, 

Q@ ‘rior to that time do you know what the feeling ani 
relation of the gumiuax gentlemen who are now presecuting the Rengoy 


frooe was with reference to then? 

A ten, I belfe ve I do, 

Q What was it? 

A Well, if I ugdersatand it correctly they were on the 
Demoeratic side. 

Q I understand that. Now then, there was no movement there 
to inaugurate this proceeding pricr to the last election? 

A I think not, 

QQ It has all come on since then? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q hey have a right hotly contested proceeding in the 
Senate Chamber now? 

A That is what I understand. 

@ Wow you know General Harley, of the present administrat- 

fon, has been in vogue something over a year: Do you think the 
Renger force has been any worse in the last year than it was prior 
to that? 

A Well, I don’t know. I have not paid particular attoent- 
fon to it. 

Q@ Wheat is your opinion about the ability, in squally times 
along the boréer and up there in Texas to get along without the 
Rangers? 

A 1 think they ere absolutely essential to the State of 
Texas throughout; I don't mean in one commnity but throughout 
the State. 

Q@ Your idea is, of course, that it, with all other govern- 
moutal instrumentality and functions should be improved? 

A ‘fThey cortainly ought to. 

Q What do you think ebout inoreased pay? 

A TI think that is oge of the essential thingd, and 
those Rangers appointed by the Legislature, their names investi- 
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gated and found out whe they are and when they out of here from 
Austin unbiased, that is, I mean Americans as well as Mexicans, 
and they receive a pay sufficient to warrant them te be be men, 
I think that your “anger service, that this will be the end of 
your Ranger trouble, absolutely. 

Q You think the force ought te be dignified and its power 
increased? 

A ‘Yes, sir. 

Q And its wages? 

A There is absolutely no man with law and order in his 
heart that is going to put up with that kind of stuff, 


Q You are in favor of alevating it and dignifying it, eto? 
That is all. 


BY MR. TIDWELL; 

Q When did that conversation with reference to Mr. Canales 
ocour? 

A Within the past three months. I don't renember the date, 
I never paid any more attention to it uhtil the time I was sun- 
moned to come up here, 
Do you know what led to the conversation? 


No, sir. 
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What did the other man say? 

A Mr. Hamer told me,- Mr. Canales was the one that repeated 
the conversation, He says, “Dennett, I want you to listen to what 
this Ranger has to say." Then Mr. Canales said he told me if I 
didn't quit monkeying with the Rangere I would get hurt. 

Q This other man was a ranger? 

Yes, this other man was a ranger, 

Vas he stationed there? 

Yes; I kmow him as sugh. I known very well. 
What did he gay? 
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The Ranger did not sey a word, Then I turmed to lr. Hamer 


and said, "Hr. Hamer, is this true,” and he said "Yes." 
You don't know what he referred to? 
Ne, I don't know what thet referred to at ali, 


Q 
A 
Q are you felendly or unfriendly towards that Ranger? 
A TI am very friendly. 

Q Are you friendly or unfriendly towards Mr. Canales? 
A 


I am very friendly towards Mr. Canales. 


MR, LACKEY: 

Q Had he made this remark or had Mr Canales made this 
remark? 

A I only listened to the repetition by Mr. Canales as to 
what the Kanger had told him and after he got through I asked 
the Kanger if that was so, and he said, yes. 

Q Was the Kanger going to do this to you or to Mr Canales? 

A ‘To Mr Canales, I presume, 

Q There was some question, some difficulty between Mr Can- 
eles and the Ranger? 

Yes. 
Have you had any trouble with the Ranger yourself? 


No; I consider him my personal friend. 
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Q De you know of any act down there that any Ranger on 
the forse did that has been on the foree in the last fifteen 
months that ought to be brought before this committee? 

A Wo, sir, 

Q You don’t know anything at all? 

A No, sir. 


BY MK. KNIGHT. 


Q <Are you acquainted with Captain Hanson? 
A Yes, sir. 


Q What do you think of him ag a man and an officer of the 
at State of Texas? 


& T camnot pess an epinion en that. I just met Captain 
Henson about two months ago and met him for just a few minutes, 
that was all. 

Q Outside of this political activity Ain there you have 
heard ne criticisms of him down there? 

A Ho, I have always heard he stand very high. 


BY SEHATOR WITT: Do sonditions in Brownsville at this time 
in your judgment demand Eangers there? 

A I think that the border ought to have Rangers at all 
times but more particularly so now when prohibition will go 
through next year, there will be an element, saloon sots and the 
like--gni when I say this I am not a prohibitionist-- but there 
will be a lot will follow that, they will follow across the border 
anéd we need protection not only ef the peace officer but all other 
who can carry out the law throughout the State. If do not mean that 
the men should be made Rangers and have their hands tied behind 
his back; however, I do believe he should be controlled end mde to 
carry out the laws ef the State ef Texas as they ought to de, 

Q And during the present times you say when there is nothing 
unusual, you say there is a need even now, a need to inferse State 
laws along the border, there is a need of the Rangers being atat- 
ioned there now? 

A TI believe at all times the Rangers ought to be stationed 
along the border. 


LOUIS BRULAY, 


having been duly sworn by Mr. Tidwell, ef the Joint 
Committee, testified as fellows: 
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BXAMINED BY MR. CANAIES. 


Your name is Louis Brulay? 

Yes, sir. 

Where were you born? 

Hear Brownsville. 

Hov eld are you? 

Almost forty. 

Do you ‘mow where the Bruley plantation is located? 
I should think so; I was born there. 

Your mother owns it? 


Yes, sir. 


Hor far is that from Brownsville? And in whoh direction? 
Itis Southeast from Browmsville, about eight and one-half 


miles by the road. 


Q 
A 


Where does the Pipe plantation life and in which direction? 
The Piper plantation is just midway between Brownsville 


and our place. 
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A 


Were you there during the Bandit troubles in 1915 end 1916? 
You mean in the county? 

Yes. 

Well, TY was out on the plantation. 

Did you keep in touch with that situation? 

Nothing further than what concerned me right there in 


my neigsborhood. 


Q 


I will ask you what, if yon know,- If that situation was 


relieved, was remedied, what the was cause tit remedied it? 


A 


Well, the Mexicans began to leave the country a&d they ,-- 


Mr. Albert Brown and two or three of us, tried our very beat to 


stop them; they kept on going, so I took it upon myself te investi- 


gate the cause of their leaving snd I found out they were just 
scared to desth of the Kangers. "Well," I told them, "I have 
lived here all my life and I don't think I have seen Rangers in 
this part of the country over onse or twice and I don't think they 
ere going to bother you.” It didn’t do a bit of good, so I went 
over to see Colonel Blocksont-- 

Q Who was in command? 

A He was in command at the post. I explained the situation 
to him and I told him that I thought that if he would station some 
troops down there it would have an effeot of stopping the Mexi- 
cans from leaving. He then agreed to send the tropps there 
and asked me if I would go slong with the officer in command to 
speak to the Mexicans, and we not only went and speke to them but 
we gathered up every gun that they had and we told them distinctly 
that the object of that was that my Mexican caught with a gan would 
be considered as out of the law and they all chearfully turmed their 
guns over. The officer gave them a receipt and,as I understand, the 
guns were kept there, I suppose five or six months, and the Haxi- 
cans then stopped leaving the country. The troops remained, up to 
about four or five months ago they were still there. 

Do you remember General Nafarrata? 
Yes, sir. 
Where was he located? 


Metamoras. 
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Do you know whether or not he was ascisting the banditti 
at that time” 


A Yes, he was. 


Q@ Do you remember when he was relieved? 


A Yes, sir. 


Q Do you remember who was instrumental in asking that he 
should be relieved from duty? 


A Wo; I was at the plantation at the time. I don't know who. 


nN 
vers! 


Q Do you remember that a conumittee went from Brownsville? 

A Mo, I don't. 

THR CHAIRMAN: 4e seys he deesn't know personally. 

WR. CANALES: It ie a matter of general knowledge. 4e may 
not know personally. 

THE CHAIRIUAN: Ask him something else. 

Q Do you know whether or not the bandit raids stopped 
immediately after Gen. Nafarrata was relieved there? 

A Yes, imncdiately afterwards. 

Q Iwill ask you if it is not true that the removal of 
Nafarrata from over there was really the cessation of the bandits? 

A ff am positive of it. 

Q Do you balieve that the Rangers had anything to do with 
the cessation of the bandit trouble there? 

A No, sir. 

EXAMINED BY UR. ENIGHT. 

THE YITHSS: 4. Chairman, if you will allow me to I will 
relate a liitle incident in regaré te Nafarrata, the reason I 
know he was helping the bandits. 

THR CHAIRMAN: Unlese counsel for one side or the other 
ask it of you If would not care to assume the responsibility for 
it. 

A It really has no reference to the Kangers at all. 


MR. KNIGHT: We have no objections, so far as we are 6on- 


MR. McHILLIN: It has no sonnection with the Rangera at all? 

A It hes connection this way, thet it shows that Safarrata 
was the ceuse of the trouble and when he was removed that the 
trouble stopped. 

™I5 CHAT AN: I don't think there is any issue on that. 

MRe CANALES: Let me ask one question. 

MRe KNIGHT: Certainly. 


UMRe CANALES: Nafarrata was afterwards killed? 


A Xee, sir. 

MRe KNIGHT: Was he killed on this side or the other? 

A In Tampioo. 

MR. KNIGHT: Didn't the pepulation down there get the 
officers mixed, don't they eall practically all officers Rangers? 


A Wo, sir. 
Q You think not? 
A Bo, sir. 


Q How long wes Aafarrate there across, in Matamoras,aftoer 
the Xengera got down there? 

A I é@on't know exactly but he was there quite a while. 
Quite ea while after that? 
Yes, sir. 


And they were still there when he was recalled? 
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As far ae I kniw, yee. They were not around ,~-probably 
I was at the plantation, they never were at the plantation or 
around that seotion of the country east of Brownsville or 
southeast, the Rangers never 414 go down, so far as I know. 

Q But they were in that lower country? 

A Yes, I understood that they were in thet lower conxtry. 

Q You say that the average Mexican of the lower classes 
were inspired with awe of the “angers? 

A They were after the bandit trouble started, not previously. 

Q There had not been any serious trouble there until the 
bandit trouble d14 start? 

A Nos oceasionaly there was some little thing happened that 
T would hear about but not serious trouble. 

Q This fear on their part grew up after the bandit trouble 
began? 

A ee, sir. 

Q And after the Sangers were there, there was there, as @lee- 
where, 8 great deal of German propoganda, was there not? 


A If there was I was not in a position te know, 


Q You were not advised of it? 

A Wo, sir. 

Q There was a propoganda continued in connection with 
Japan and Mexico in an uprising against this country? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q You heard of it? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q fhe Germans resorted to all sorts of propoganda to 


get Mexicans to cripple the production of livestook and agriculture 
én this side? 


A es, I think so. 

Q You were advised of it? 

A ‘Yes, sir. 

Q Do you knor to whet extent this propoganda was induced 
by German agents and agents of the Kaiser? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you know HNafarrate personally? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q You saw him while he was stationed over there? 

A In Matamoras, no, sir. From one time, for what we told 
him in Brownsville I didn’t go back to see him. 

Q I understand you didn't go tek to visit him any more? 

A 4o, sir. 

Q Isn't it a fact you citizens were on the alert and stood 
iu mortal dread of these bandit raids during that time? 

4A Well, yes, we were. 

Q That is the reason you did not go back to Mexico,- there 
is just the river dividing you? 

A Ae far as I was concerned the only reason I didn't go 
back into Matemoras was due to his presdnce there; otherwise I 
would have gone, although I was asked not to go. I went anyway 
until he came and then I quit going. 
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Q De you know whet his connection was with running 
Captain Henson out of Mexico the seme way? 


A Wo, sir. 
Q Yeu never heard of that? 
A io, sir. 


Q You never heard, never saw him after your interview 
with him in Brownsville when you told him where to get off? 

A No; thet is the last time I sew hin. 

Q Mr. Brulay, do you predicate your opinion thet Nafarrate 
was the inspiretion of the raids on eatthi knowledge or just 
rumer? 

A Yee, actual knowledge. 

Q How is that established? 

A TI will tell you how. One night about midnight or so 
there was s man who was in the employ of Nafarrate who had 
Lived on our place for yezrs and thought a good deal of me ani 
also my forcman; he came over to notify us thet there was e raid 
planned on the Bruleay plantation for the next day, that Naferrate 
had twenty-two men at a certain house in the outskirts of Mata- 
moras, armed for the purpose, and he asked the foreman to tell 
me and also asked him if he hed a gun. The foreman said no, ani 
he seid "Well, I will go and get you my gan.” le went tack across 
the river and brought him back his 30-30.8he next morning when I 
got up--- 

THE CHAIRMAN: Judge Knight, I again am going to have to 
interpose an objection. We are taking up time and detaining men 
wha encumbering the record with absolutely immaterial and irre- 
levent matters, and matters, which, I am sure, will not in any 
way effeet the judgment of the counittee. It is interesting 
but it is expensive. 

MR. KNIGHT: It is immaterial to us anyway. We don't sare 
anything about it. 


BXAMINED BY MR. LACKEY: 

@ Do you know of any special act of any Kanger in the 
service within the lest fifteen months thet ought to be called 
to the attention of this committee? 

A Not of my own knowledge. Yf hearsay, yes. 

Jast hearsay is what you know? 
Yes, sir. 


Do you kmow of any political situation down there? 
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Yes, sire 

Q Was there any very great complaint until the Hangers 
went down there in the political "rald"--was thore any great 
complaint about them: 

A One of the particular instances I refer to I think 
teck place before that political trouble. 

Q De you kmow anything about it yourself? 

A Wo, it was just heersay with me. 

MRe LACKEY: Theat is ail. 


OSCAR Ce DANCY, 


having been duly sworn, testified before the Joint 
Comittee, as follows: 


EXAMINED BY MR. J. T. CANALS. 


Q You live in Brownsville? 

A ‘es, sir. 

Q@ What ie your ecoupation? A. County Attorney of Cameron 
County, Texas. 

Q How long have you resided in Brownsville? 
Ten years in January. 
Where did you come from before you came to Brownsville? 
Herth Carolina. 


You confess to that offense, de you? A, Yes, sir, 
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Q Vere you in Brownsville during the yeara of 1915 and 1916? 
A Yes, sire 
Q Mr. Dancy, dco you know of an incident that took place 
en or about April fourth, 1918, of one Florencia Garcia, claimed 
to have been Killed, his sorpse found, claimed to have been 
killec by some Rangers? 
i G0. 
What were you at that time? 
County Attorney. 
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That cennection have you hed with thes 

A Well, 1 prosecuted the ousee I would like to be allewed 
just simply te take the order of time and tell you all about 
the case, if that is satisfactory? 

THE CHAIRUAN: We auzk that he be confined within reasonable 
rules. 

MR. CANALES: Mre Dancy has been practicing law ior ten years. 

THE CHAIRMAN: We ask that you observe the ruies vi evidences 

THE WITWESS;: yes; About a week aiter the alieged incident 
m Old Mexican whom I kad never seen before came to my residence 
in Vest Brownsville, came in company with a Mexican who knew ne 
very well, had been a friend of mine, and reported that his son 
had been arrested by officsra. 1 don't recollect that he used 
the word "Rangers" but had been arrested und he had net seen hin 
since, and wanted to find out if 1 had any cowplaint against him 
for any offense. 1 told hima 1 had not. He asked me to find out 
said he could not find cut anything about it, and following taat 
1 took the matter up, I think first with Gaptain Vann, asked him 
if he had any such prisoner. Captain Vann advised ue that the 
military suthorities often got those prisoners, and I asked the 
military authorities about it and they told me they had no such 
prisoner and abeut that time the Mexican consul's office also 
made a complaint to my office, that one Florencia Garcie was 
missinge Idon't recollect exactly the order of time but not 


finding him 1 took ~= well, the vid man came back the second 
time and named a party whe saw him, who he claimed saw the son 
arrested, @ lire Williams, whom 1 knew lived below Brownsville 
on the Piper plantation, aud 1 then ‘phoned out to the Piper 
piantation to get Mr. Willianus; 1 could not get him on the 
*phone but sent word for him to come in to see mee 1 wrote 
him @ letter. He didn't comes I sent a county attorney's 
subpoena, plaved it in the hande of the sheriff and the sher- 
iff Mubpeensed him and he cane in and told me the atory. Of 
course, That lie told me is hearsay. It ia simply relating 

to the afrest, that is alls Later on information was given to 
me that the bod; of a man had been foumi, in fact, all the ine 
formation showed that the prisoner had beeu arrested below 
Bromeville, had been carried, as 1 receliset it, down the river 
anid to Point Isabel. Later the information cane to me that a 
body of -= that the bones rather, bones and clothes of an un- 
known man had been found, found at Ray Waits’ pasture between 
Brownsville and Point Isabel, not diraoctliy on the Brownsyille 
and Point Isabel road, but rather on the San Benito and Point 
Isabel road, and the Mexicaa couaul’s office also notified 

me of the sama fact, or anyhow, 1 got notice andfaund out that 
they were going dem there aud I felt that under akk tye obre 
cumstances it was my duty te go dowm there, ao the Justice ef 
the Peace and the undertaker and rapresentatives of the sher- 
iff's department, Mr. Barnes, who ia here, and Mre Kirk, Jum 
tice of the Pease, wh: is alavo here, wa went aown the follow= 
ing eveliing, the morning followin the evening 1 get a report 
of the finding of this body, about four or five ofelack in the 
afternoon. 1 balisve, by refrashing my monory from a ietter 

1 wrote at the time, that it was about May 20 or 2lst that we 
went dom to the remains. Before 1 get tu that point, the old 
man, the father of the boy, was at my office. He was @t hy of- 
fice two or three times and my residence once. I don’t know how 
many times he came to see me about it, but I asked the old man & 


identify the boy; my recollection is he told me that he was a 
little bit tall and I forget the age; he told me about how old 
he was, but he specified that he had a cogboy hat, from the ine 
formation I had it was a cowboy Stetaon, a light hat, as dise- 
tinguashed from a biack hat, I don't remexber the color, and 

@ cowboy brown or reddish brown, somsthing like that, jumpere 

i think the old man identified hie shves too, but 1 don’t recol- 
lect just exactly what he said but 1 want down in company with 
these parties and the Mexican consaul's office, they had a rep- 
resentative there, I believe Mr. Garza in peracn wis there, and 
the J¥stice of the Peave, Mr. Gam Roman, a Ranger, and the two 
representatives of the sheriff's department, and Mre Faire, who 
is now a cadet at Vest Point. Ye found bones of a human beinge 
We found a pair of pants and a jumper and as 1 recollect it, 

@ shirt, ~ black hair and a hate 

@ What color of a hat? 

A Light het, 

Q Stetson? 

A A light Texns cowboy Stetson mat with the words "Le Garebo 
& Sons* on the inside, and as 1 recollect mourning on the oute- 
side. 

Q Tho are Ll. Garebo & Sons? 

A A fina of Merchants in Bromsyilie. There were some 
holes, bullet-holes -- I said bullet holes, -- perhaps that is 
@ concivesion of the witness, there were holes, if 1 may be al- 
lowed to state my opinion, there were holes through the jackete 

Q How many? 

A Two, perhaps three. I am going to tell you why 1 didn’t 
impress that so forsibly, becauce the sheriff's department took 
charge ef the clothes and I instructed them, and of course pre- 
sumably they needed no instruction, but I discussed with them 
the importance of keeping those clothes to be shown in the trial 


of the case, and consequently I did not impress my mind as much 
as 1 


identify the boy; my recolleetion is he told me that he was a 
little bit tall and I forget the age; he told me about how old 
he was, but he specified that he had a cogboy hat, from the in- 
formation 1 had it was a cowboy Stetaon, a light hat, as dis- 
tinguished from a biack hat, I don't remexber the color, and 

a cowboy brow or reddish brown, something like that, jumpere 

Z think the old man identified hie shves too, but 1 doen't recol- 
lect just exactly what he said but 1 went dow in company with 
these parties and the Mexiean censul's effice, they had a rep- 
resentative there, I believe Mr. Garza in person wie there, and 
the JUustice of the Peace, Mr. Gam Reman, a Ranger, and the two 
representatives of the sheriff's department, and Mre Faire, who 
is now a cadet at Vest Point. We fowud bones of a huwsan beinge 
We found a pair of pants and a jumper and as i recollect it, 

@ shirt, > black hair and a hate 

Q What color of a hat? 

A Light het. 

Q Stetson? 

A A light Texas cowboy Stetson mat with the words *L. Garebdo 
& Sens® en the inside, and as I recollect mourning on the qut- 
side. 

Q Who are L. Garebo & Sens? 

A A firs ef Merchants in Bromsvilie. There were some 
holes, dullet-holes -- I said bullet holes, -~ perhaps that is 
@ conclusion ef the witness, there were holes, if I may be al- 
lowed to state my opinion, there were holes through the jacket. 

Q Hew many? 

A Two, perhaps three. 1 am going to tell you why 1 didn't 
impress that so foreibly, because the sheriff's department took 
charge ef the clothes and I instructed them, and of course pre-e 
sumably they needed no instruction, but 1 discussed with then 
the importance ef keeping those clothes to be shown in the trial 
ef the case, and consequently I did not impress my mind as much 
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identify the boy; my recollegtion is he told me that he was a 
Little bit tall and I forget the age; he told me about how old 
he was, but he specified that he had a cogboy hat, from the ine 
formation I had it was a cowboy Stetaon, a light hat, as dise- 
tinguéshed from a biack hat, 1 don't remexber the oceler, and 

a cowboy brom or reddish brown, something like that, jJunpere 

I think the old man identified his shvues too, but 1 don’t resol- 
lect just exactly what he said but 1 want down in campany with 
these parties and the Mexican consul'e office, they had a rep- 
resentative there, I believe Mr. Garsa in person wie there, and 
the Justice of the Peave, Mr. Gam Rowan, a Ranger, and the two 
representatives of the sheriff's department, and Mre Paire, who 
ies now a cadet at West Point. We found bones of a human beinge 
We found a pair of pants and a jumper and as 1 recoliect it, 

a shirt, ~ black hair and a hate 

Q What color of a hat? 

A Light hat. 

Q stetson? 

A A light Texms cowboy Stetson mat with the words "Le Garebo 
& Sons® on the inside, and as 1 recollect mourning on the out- 
Bide. 

Q Who are i. Garedbo & Sous? 

A A fire of Merchants in Bromsvilie. There were come 
holes, bullet-holes -- I said bullet holes, -- perhaps that is 
@ conclvsion of the vitness, there were holes, if I may be al- 
lowed to state my opinion, there were holes through the jacket. 

Q How any? 

A Two, perhaps three. I am going to tell you why 1 didn't 
impress that so foreibly, because the sheriff's department took 
charge ef the clothes and 1 instructed them, and of course pree 
sumably they needed no instruction, but I discussed with then 
the importance of keeping those clothes to be shown in the trial 
of the case, and consequently I did not impress my mind as much 


as I 


otherwise would, but afterwards I came back to Brownsville and 
investigated, from an investigation of the records of the firm 
an@ also from knowledge of the clerks of L. Garibeau & Son -~ 
Cen I tell what I found their bocks showed as to the sale of 
the hat? 

Mh. KNIGHT: IT think it is immaterial, so far as we are con-~ 
cerned. 

A I founc, to my recollection, I found where L. Garibeau & 
Son had sold to Florencia Garcia a Stetson Texas Cowhbow hat., 
28 I recollect it, the price was $5.50. Immediately after- 
wards, while I did not file complaint the day I came back, I 
mean I did not take a complaint the day I came back, although 
T am not positive, hut I took a complaint soon thereafter from 
the father of the boys -- of the boy, rather, arainst Messrs. 
Sediler, Sittre and Locke. 

@ Who are -- 

A Rangers of Captain Stephens' company. 

© Iwill ask you whether or not you had communicated with 
Cantain Stevhens inquiring ahout this boy? 

A T had. 

9 Did you ret any information as to his vhereahouts from 
Captain Stephens? 

A I yould state this, I wote a letter to Captain Stephens 
refore leaving Brownsville. I tried to find all the letters, 
but I did not find the first letter that I recollect writing, 
and in three or four days, perhans a week later, I wrote him 
afain, statins that I did not get an answer -- This is not to 
he construed as a reflection that Captain Stephens did not 
act promptly, verhans he was away is the reason he did not 
answer my very first letter, but immediately, I think, perhaps 
the same da; that the second letter was mailed, the gentleman 
called me ux from Mercedes, I did not know Captain Stephens 


at that time, and he stated that he was Captain Stephens, and 
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as Il racollect tne conversation, he stated that his boys turneu 
this man loose, that they had arrested this man, is my recol- 


lection, and turned him loose. I am not absolutely positive 


as to the conversation, but that is the best of ay recollection 


Q Did you write to Governor Hobby with regard to this inci- 
dent? 


A I did. 
Q Iwill show you this letter, which I have marxed "Exhibit 


Awl". I will ask you whether that is the letter. 
A That is the letter. 


Q Is that your signature? 

A Yes, that is my signaturee I brought a copy along with me 
Q Were those Saddler, Sittre, and who was the other one? 

A Locke, as I recollact. 

Q Were they ever suspended, so far as you know? 

A 


I don't know; they were not suspended winile tney were down 
there, they were removed, as I understood it, tv the Marfa 
country, the Big Bend country sonetime afterwardse 

Q Did you have an examining trial about this case? 

A Iaid not. We had the case set for an examining triaie 
To be frank with you and to be frank with tie Committee, 1 
maneuvered to keep from having an examining trial. 

Q Why? 

A The Mexican Consul had requested a copy of tne testinonye 
He was reported to me fron different sources as being in sym- 
pathy with Germany. He had in his otfice a man in his employ 
wio was of German descent, educated in Gerinan;, anu I aid not 
think it was to the best interests of the public for that tes- 
timony to be put in writing to be spreau by Germun propagand=- 
ists probably in “exico, and ~ maneuvered -- Tudge W. Re Jones, 
ex-(nited States District -ttorney, represented the aefendant, 
and examination was waived- 


9 He was in partners with Mr. George? 


Pia~-. 


A Yes, partners with Mr- George- 

They represented the defendants in the case® 

* hey represented the defendants in the case 

© Were the defendants bound over? 

A Yes, bound over to await the action of the Grand Jury. 

Q Do you remember the incident of the train wreck near 
Brownsville*® 

~ do- 

O October 19, 1915 

A I don't remember the day of the month, but it was in 
October 1915. 

Q Do you remember the day after the accident -- Were you on 
the scene of action? 

a 1 was- 

Q Did you see some persons arrested there in charge of tile 
Rangers? 

A I never saw any arrests made T saw, to the best of my 
recollection, two Mexicans, perhaps only one, but I am quite 
sure two, in charge of -- The poor man is dead now -= Captain 
Ransom and other Rangers X don't recollect -- I said "other 
“angers” -- they presumably were Other Rangers, they had the 
dress -- I would say they were Rangers, they were officers. 


MR. KNIGHT: What year was that? 


A 1915 
MR- GAWS&T™": OO Do you know what became of those “exicans® 
A 


I know nuthing of my own knowledge except the general 


report 

O What was the general report? 

A That they were killed -- Well, 1 don't say that those 
particular Mexicans were killed, but that there were “exicans 
killed by the Rangers there 

0 How many? 


A My recollection is that there were four reported killed. 


Q Did you take an active part in prosecuting those -- or one 


of those men, that had perpetrated that outrage -- of wrecking 
the train? 


s 


* ‘did, like everybody else 1 stirrea around the country 


to see what could be done, what 7 could do. 


O Were you County ‘ttorney at that time” 


A No, * was in company with the then County “ttorney, Mr. 


Kent, and we had a Mexican constable in the auto with us. 

Q Were there any bandits arrested during that time? 

A There was a Mexican arrested by the constable in my pres- 
ence =~ the fact, 1t, inccompany with the County Attorney, ad-~ 
vised his arrest. 

Q Weren't there other Mexicans that were connected with 
that train wreck arrested, and if so by whom? 


A There were two at least, as I understand, arrested by 


Pedro Lirma and Tijerina. 

Q What relation, if any, do you know exists between this 
man and myself? 

A Mr. Tijerina, I think, is your cousin through blood, and 
Mr. V.irma through marriage. 

Q Are you acquainted with the Mexican scouts? 
I am, in a general way, by hearsay and general knowledge. 


Not only by hearsay -- 
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I know that you closed your office -- 

Q Who established those Mexican scouts? 

A To the best of my knowledge, you were active in it, per-~ 
haps you did it yourself. You acted in connection with General 
Blockson, as I recollect it. Mr. Canales and myself, we were 
law partners at that time, and Mr. Canales virtually closed his 
law office, as I recollect it, two or three weexs, at least 
a week, and got in his Ford and rode all up anu down the River 
helping organize that scout movement. 1 will say further, he 


did it at the risk of his own life, and perhaps risked capture 


and torture. 

MR. KNIGHT: I didn't catch that. What was that? 

A That he risked his own life and perhaps risked capture 
enc terture. 
From who? 


Bandits. 
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For what? 
A In ofganizing the River Scouts. 
WR. TIDWELL: You mean capture and torture by the Rangers 
or hy the bandits? 
A No, no -- not the Rang@rs at all -- from the Scouts -- 
Q@ Did you know what effect that had in stop vines the bandits? 
A I can only rive my opinion hased -- 
MR. KNIGHT: Do you know that? 
MR. CANALES: After we organized did the handits cease? 
A Yes, and General Nafarratea had stonped ehout the same time, 
as I recoliect. 
Q Do you rememher who was xmem in the Commission that asked 
for his removal? 
A Mr. Crearer and Mr. Canales -~ I don't know, I rather 
helieve Mayor Brown and two or three more citizens. I know I 
was net. I was not present, only I just know, I know of your 
roing over there, 
© Do you renenber ebovt the German propaganda in G37, 2 
June, just prior tc the first registration? 
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SD 


With rerard to certuin vriests there? 
A Ido. 
@ I want you te relate to the Committee what activity I 
tow’, 327 et wll, in suppressing that. 
A You reported an incident; I know of the priests coing in 
yeur office, T remember seeing him. 


@ Oo you rememoer his name? 


wwe. 


A Idonot.e. He hada a German nane all right. 

Q Was it Herman? 

A He was a German from Alsace, in other words, that had 
settled in Alsace after the war in 1870 -- 

MRe KNIGHT: Is thet connected with the Rang-=rs? I unuer- 
Stand, the i:cident you are going to relate now? 

A I uon't xnow that it ise 

MRe CANALES: This issue was brought in there with regard to 
Colonel Biockson, that I did not take any part wiatever in 
civing information ana suppressing propaganda, ajuu you adanit 
that Colonel Blockson admitted he was not there in 1917 and 1 
asxead about that inucicent in 191%. 

MRe McMILLAN: Blocxson? 

MRe CANALES: Colonel Slocum. 

SENATOR PAGE: I renember something was saiu, he wes not 
active in refuting German propaganda -- 1 Suppose he has a 
rignt te refute thute 

MRe CANALES: Wasn't that German priest sa.eu Heriiarn? 

A Father Hermann was his namee 

Q How many of those fellows were working there? 

A IL «aon't re .euber their names, there Wes ore than one 
German prieste 

SENATOR PAGE: I would asx that the witnass confine himself 
as briefly as possible about the satter, witnout golnug into 
every littie uetail. 

A Mre Canales reported the inciaent to ue, anu he immediate- 
ly reporteua it to General Blockson. 

MRe CANALES: General Morton? 

A Generel Morton is the man. I reporteu it tu Juuge Wells, 
anu wnat is ..ore, +o Mrse Walls, because sue is a very uevout 
lady and a Catholic, ana the most bitter Anti-Germun Il ever siet 

Q You aon't know the effect of it? 


A IL never saw that priest from that ua, to tills => 1 don't 


fe 


huewvw wiat became of Jidnis 
MR. KNAGHT: He alu not "evaporate", dia lie? 


A No, ha via not avuporatae Lfelt like ha ought to eavape 
VVral@e 

MRe KNIGHT: Thut ia wll. The Kangers lud nvtiiug to do with 
that "evaporation"? 

A No, they did note 

Q Wino was uctive in pursuit ot him? 

A JT uon't Know what happened altar Mr. Cunuias reported -- 
He s2arst tela 9 ~= We had aujoining offices, wa were partners 
at that time 

Q You ana re Canales wera partners gor aw lone tine? 

A We ware partners Lor a Little amore tha. three years, until 
June of lust yeure 

Q Which way was that priest going tha last tine you saw Alin? 

A He was peoiss: out of tue avor ol our vl lice ~~ Gut of tae 
dvor Of ty OLLicae 

Q Was any saurch maue lor his clothes? 

A No; Mre Brown, & wituess Lrom Browusvills, can tall youu 
wiat happenede 

Q@ We will «ot tu hiiaw littie latere 

A Qh, he ditin't "evaporate", of cuurnee 

Q Now, Mre Dancy, ho ot across tha line or wousthing, L 
puass -- that is the way sost of thas "evaporuteu", isn't it? 

A lLlraally jon't know. Mre Brown can tall youu li u@tail <-- 
Wire Albert Browne 

Q Now you suiu at tie listance of certain curtias wown there 
cartain Mexican Scouts wera appolntad? 

A You, site 

Q They vare Maxicans, weren't they? 

A Yase 

Q They ward appointeu by tha Faderal Govariuneant? 

A 1 think sO. 


ney have recently been aischurged? 
I con't knowe 

In the last three or four days? 

I uon't «nows 

When were they appointed? 

In 1315. 


Oo rp © Ff & F&F & 


I will asx you to state if thay ever, is it there of rece 
ord or in tradition there that they ever tangled up with a bad 
ijfan during the whole time they were scouting ub anu uown that 
River? 

A JI uon'tt know. 

Q Or ever arrested one or located one? 

A Jl uon't knowe 

Q If they hau, you woulu likely Know sunethinug of it 
wouldn't you? 

A Why, yes, as a watter of xnowledge 1 woulu lixe to snow it 


Q The Rangers were finding tuem anu coiliding with then all 


A Luon't <now of my own Knowiesdge. I was not an official 
at those tiniedse 

Q Do you Anow w..o selected thuse Mexican Scouts? 

A 1 thinx Mr. Canales was very instrumental in selecting 
theme 

Q Do you ciiow the men? 

A 1 know sons OF tiene 

Q How .any were there? 

A I uon't «nowe 

Q Nanue tne ones you KnuwWe 

A To the best of my recollection, Anastacio Cavazas was one; 
I don't Know that 1 can name any others. 1 believe Mre lee 
Esvarza was one ana Antonio Longaria, as I recollect it, was 
stationed at Santa Mariae 

Q Your idea is that Mr. Canales anu other citizens there who 


participated exposed themselves to torture? 


A I thinx so, I think those bandits were capable of anything 

Q But I uncerstoou you to say that there is no record or 
runor down there that the, ever disturbed tie bandits or inter- 
fered with them? 

A I don't know about that, I simply uon't know. As 1 under- 
Sstoou it, they ware established to co-operate with the military 
authorities. 

Q@ You say that when you found tne Cowboy Stetson hat and a 
tuft of black hair and the blouse -- a mere skeleton -- that 


there was an inquest hela and certain of the Ranger boys were 


arrested? 
A Yes, sire 


And bound over to the Granu Jury? 
Diu the Grana Jury convene? 


Did they indict them? 

Phey uid note 

Has there bean a Grand Jury organized down tnere since tie 
last election that has acted on those cases? 

A There iias been a Grand Jury stnce then, well it was organ- 
ized, yes, organized on the 20th of January. 

Q Anu that sume prosecution was reviveu before that Granu 
Jury, wasn't it? 

A 1 have heard so, but Captain Vann can teil you sere about 
thate There was nothing saia to me about ite 

A And they have declined to finda bill -- is that your 
information? 

A My intormation is there was no bill penuinug at all against 
those parties. I have heard that since l uave b2an up here, 
the Grand Jury was in session when 1 iert Brownsville. 

Q lan very nuch obliged to you, ire Dancye 


WRe TIDWELL: Did that old man go with you out tuere to look 


at the remains of that party? 

A Ha dide 

Q Did he idantify the boy? 

A He aide 

MRe KNIGHT: The buy? 

A I mean he idantified the remains as that oi the boye 

MRe TIDWELL: And identified the shoes? 

A Identified tne shoes and especially identified a little 
handxerchief with a monogram on it, but 1 don't recollect as 
having mentlonsu tne hanakerchief before we went there@e 

Q Did the Granu Jury that first passed on tinut cuse, was it 
composed of Ajasricans or Mexicans? 

A <All our Grand Juries are almost soliuly Americans, :nostly 
newcomerSe 

Q The last Granu Jury? 

A The last Grand Jury, there was only one Mexican on it anu 
culy two oldtimers, as I recollect. It was composed of what 
we call the newcu:ers, like yself; I have been there only ten 
yearSe 

Q Do you xnow whether that Grand Jury vias plaiuly refusea 
to indict those ‘en wnen they were killaa, or uiu not indict 
them because there was not sufficient evidence? 

A I don't Knowe 

Q@ Does tne County Attorney work with the Granu Jury? 

A Not especially. We have a special District Court. The 
first week the Grand Jury works anu the District Attorney can 
devote his entire time to the Grand Jury usually. Sometimes 
Il work; 1 an always at its beck anu call, auu tiay call me up 
there frequently, and 1 was in the room on tis sattere Of 
course it woulu be improper to testify if 1 «knew, but I don't 
know the testimony that went before tie Granu Jurys 

Q Do you mean to say now that the Grand Jury corruptly 


refused to inuict those Rangers? 


A ldonot. I trust that I said nothing that would leave 
that inference. I have not intended to say anything that would 
leave that inference at all. 

SENATOR WILLIFORD: What kind of hat uid you say tha boy was 
wearing? 

A A Texas Cowboy Stetson hat, lignt colur. 

Q@ Diu you have the nunber? 

A I don't recollect the nuaber. 

Q Did your investigation aisclose the house wmiere he bought 
it? 

A It uid. The nade of the house was in the house -- L. 
Garibeau & Son was tne house inside of tie hat, anu as quiek as 
I sot back tu Brownsville I went back to thie neous? ana made 
this investigatione 

SENATOR PAGE: There is no uoubt but what those were the re- 
ialas of tne bo? 

A Absolutely none in my tilnu as to the ravialinse 

SENATOR PAGE: I uon't think so. 

MRe KNIGHT: The bones of this skeleton were pretty bauly 
scattered aruunu over tne prairie, weren't they? 

A To sou::2 extent. 

Q Thay were perfectly ury and white, waren't tie;? 

A I believe they were; they ware scattereue I will say ti183 
I don't believe any of them were scattereu out ary farther -- 

I don't believe any of tunes were as fur as to tie corners of 
tnis room from the izain vlacee 

Q When was that aiscovery ade? 

A May 2list, as I recollect. 

Q Wnien dia Florencia Garcia disappear? 

A Right close to the 5th of Aprile 

Q Sixty uays haa intervened betwee the tine of his "evap- 
oration™ and the discovery of those whits, bleached bones? 

A About forty-six days, I believe, to be exact. 


Q What year was it? 


A 1918. 


MRe KNIGHT: Did you examine the recorus olf that store to 


ascertain wnether or not during the twelve months before that, 
or tne twenty-four months before that, they hau solu an off- 
color cowboy Stetson had besides this one? 

A JI aid not. 

Q What woulu be your juugment as tu tue ones they probably 
uid sell? 

A Il aon't know, it would be hard for ime to telle 

@ Is not thut tne conventional hat aqown in taut country? 

A Toa great extent it is among the rancheros there. 

Q I will ask you about that jumper, if that is not a cone- 
ventional jwaper there? 

A It iSe 

Q@ I will ask you about those,shoes, if they were not the 
conventional siivuss worn? 

A Il coulau not tell you, I don't recollect the kinu of shoes 
tnay weree 

Q I thought you ientioned S05. 

A I did, nut the kina of snoes I don't recall. 

Q The banaanna handkercnief, do you recollect abvut it? 

A It was a waite handkerchief with a monogram on tne corner, 
I don't recall the monogranie 

Q@ No husan being could identify the erstwiile possessor of 
those bones ana tufts of hair, coulu the;? 

A No, sire 

MRe TIDVELL: Q Do you know of any conspiracy or conf eaeracy 
or determination on the part of ti.e Rangers or ay set of 
people in aia around Brownsville to do ilre Canal s harm or in- 
jury personall;? 

A Ido note 

Q Have you aver heard any person threaten vengeance on Mre 


Canales for anything? 


A I have not. 
SENATOR WILLIFORD: You say there was some paper stuck inside 
of that hat? 

A I believe there were in the sweat-band. 

Q Did you try to find where it cane from? 

A No, 1 rather beiieve it was wrapping paper. I1 will tell 
you frankly, because the Sheriff's office took the clothes and 
hat and everything, I did not identify them with the closeness 
I otherwise would; if it was something that was going to be 
buried with the remains, I would perhaps have made notes of it, 
but 1 did note 

Q His father identified him? 

A Yes, and I an sure his brother was there. I1 believe there 
were three Mexicans. Some of the other wexicans -- witnesses -- 
can tall you more specifically -- Mr. Barnes perhaps. 

SENATOR WITT: Was this boy last seen in charge of those 
Rangers? 

A My answer woulu be hearsaye 

Q Was he supposed to be? 

A Yes, that is Bhe information I have. 

Q Members of the company that was in charge otf Captain 
Stephens? 

A In Captain Stephens! company, but not in charge of Captain 
Stephens. Captain Stephens, as 1 understand, was in Mercedes 
a+ that tin2e Those three :en were below Browisville, Captain 
Stephens was not there at that time. 

Q What was this man charged with? 

A Ihave neard that pro anu con, 2d have heurd him accused 
of being one of the biggest cow thieves in Maxico, and then 1 
have hearu of him as being an absolutely straight, square 
Mexican boy, above the average laborer or peon. 

Q How olu was he? 


A Il aon't recollect; it seems sometning like twenty -- he was 


in his twenties, 1 an mmx quite sure he was not thirty, perhaps 
twenty=eight -- would not undertake to be positive about thate 

MR. LACKEY: Do you know the Rangers down tnere pretty well 
about Brownsville? 

A Yese 

Q Do you xnow of any specific act or conduct on the part of 
any of those Rangers that ought to be brought before this Com= 
mittee? 

A I know nothing except from hearsay. I uaon't know from 
anything 1 have seen myself. 

Q You have not had any trouble with any yourself? 

A Oh, no, none wnatever; 1 get along all right with all of 
theme 

Q Do you think they are needed in your country? 

A l1do, 1 think they are needed on the border, 1 think tuat 
Rangers are needed on the border most all the timee 


CAPTAIN W. Te VANN 


having previously been duly sworn, testifiea before the Committé 


as follows: 


EXAMINED BY ™Re CANAL™S. 
Your nane is Captain We Te Vann? 
Yes, sire 
You are Sherirf of Cameron County? 
Yes, sir. 
How long have you been Sheriff of Cameron County? 
A little over our years. 
Where uid you come irom there? 
Leon Courntye 


Were you Sheriff of Leon County? 
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Yese 


Q How many years? 


A Twelve yearse 


Q What do you know about Florencia Garcia whose dead body 
was found on the road from Point Isabei to San Benito? 

MRe KNIGHT: Gentiemen of the Committee, I don't know, of 
course, what importance might be attached tu this testimony, 
but this relates back, it is a re=trial of a case down on the 
border that occurred some two years azo, upon the facts of WLC 


aS I understand it, the -- How many Grand Juries have you had 


since then? 

A Two. 

MRe KNIGHT: <-= Two Grand Juries have investigated it, anu 
tiey huve failed to find a bill, aud 1 really know or or uis- 
cern what effect it could have on our mings in this investiga- 
tione It looks like we ought to be content -- it was passea on 
by local authorities under the jurisdiction vol tiie Ltvucal court 
and the highest peace officers in the county, aiu a tumber of 
witnesses have stated the details, anu we «xnow wiat the facts 
ure, and we now understand and it looks to :.e like it is an 
unnecessary cOnsunption of timee LT don't xKniwe 

THE CHAIRMAN: I think the eviuence is sunissible. 

MRe KNIGHT: I grant you that, but it is cumulative. 

A There is very little 1 know about it anyway. 1 uid not 
0 uowne I sent @ couples of ugputies. IT ulu not see the bodye 

MRe CANALES: Q Have you saue any elfort to lucatea that sian? 

A Yé@Se 

Q From wom? 

A Captain Stephens first. 

Q Diu Captain Stephens give you any lntouriiation where ne was? 

A He said his men arrested him but saiu they turned him loose 
and he went across the river he guessed. 

Q Were you Sherirf of Cameron County in 1915? 


A Yese 


Q It has appeared in the record here about the kiiling of 
a certain man by the name or Rodriguez at Pasa Real by a Ranger 
at that time named Andres who was with Captain Hanson's company, 


now Captain of the Rangers stationed at Austin. GO ahead and 


Stat2 about that incident. 


MRe KNIGHT: I uidn't catch what incident that was. 


MR. CAWALES: Ths one you brought in nere stating about the 


Ra:.c¢2r <illing the Mexican out there na::ed Rodriguez in 1915. 


THE CHAIRMAN: It is one oi the matters that has been ree 


Perreau to ree 


A There were three killed over there at Puasa Real one night. 
Q Were you with them? 

A Ye@Se 

G@ What Rang2rs were over there vith tneii? 


A Captain Ransom -- he was a Sergeant at thut time. Anures 
and Joe Taylor, 1 am not sure whetner Taylor was a Ranger at 
that tine or was in the Custois Service. He nuu been a Rangere 
There was a pretty good crowd, twenty or thirty, anu ulso the 
Adjutant General ui the State at that tine. wus witn us, Gen- 
eral Hutchings. 

Q Now relate tnut incident. 

A Well, I have forgotten wiat road 1% was, wa Wars ous the 
ua before, but the Pasa Real was apout the pass out going 
north, if thay suidn't go out across the River going north Pase 
Real or Pass Hondre is the passes tnet we @oulu ulways try to 
-ake it to. It is twenty-five ar thirty miles to Pase Real, or 
may be a little nore. We worked all day anu uu information 
thut probably thay woulu cross at Pase Real, au we passed 
above at Rezl Honare and vent down tie arroyo. It was the raid 
wnere tney <illea Stephens at Sebastian, uiu ve vent to Sebus~ 
tian acd want fron there dowa to Pase Real, thi:cing say be they 
ned want that vwaye 


Q You mean Austin instead of Stephens? 


A Yese 


Q August 3, 1915? 


A 1 have the cata» of those raids in my boox, I made a meno- 
randum of tner:. Austin was killed August 7, 1915, is the way 
I got ite I drove my car right down next to the ferry 
boat where t:e; would come across. I had the best light or 
thougnt I did, and uid have the best light on my car, and 1 
thought by turning the button I could throw the light across 
the arroyo and see for a hundred yards. I uon't renenber who 
was in iny car with me, whether General Huthcins was or note 
1 supposes tnere was fifteen or twenty oF us, several otner 
Yangzers tude. When Il drove down to the crossing, right down 
to where the ferry-boat comes across, anu stationed ny car 
there so in tie event we did not need it, to look across, Joe 
Taylor and Captain Ransom, as 1 remember, asd 1 believe Marcus 
Hines and Captain Head all weit up to the nouse off of tne road 
thirty or forty steps fron the sasse I heara soe loud talking, 
they were squabbling, tne, evidently went in the heuss, they woe 
were on the back porch and when 1 got around und ran into the 
house -- anu they were squabblins, o1 course I could not unuer- 
stand -- I understood a little but not w great usual -- anu ui- 
rectly a gun fired, and when it uiu anu tie suoKs fell away we 
had two dead mien there and one ot the an was snot auu was not 
killed ana eviuently had crawled into tie heuse atu tuey lia 
him under the bed until the next morning, anu the boys went 
back there to rind him -- That was the one, 1 think, that An- 
ares Killed. Of course 1 dun't knew who killeu those two men, 
of course I know the posse there ulde 


Q Were those two men armed that were killed? 


A No, the iast man was, tne next sorning, he siuvt at Captain 


Q After he had been wounded? 
A 


Yes, he had been shot in the leg the night berore. It was 


dark and we diwi't know this mun got away that was shot in the 
lege One of the men never uid move -- laid thera all night. 


ee 
Q Were those Mexicans killeu in their own home? 
A Yee 

Q 


Did you haves a search warrant to ge in there? 
A Noe 


Q You say tie -.cn were not arnueu at the tine ths shooting 


occurred? 


A No, if they were I never uid see any arms. Those two whu 
Vali in tis back yard were not armade 

Q Atter thut, tie Rangers on some other occasion uuring that 
time, were you with: tham, ani if so relute it, anu just go a 
Ll8uue 

A 1 was with tien several times, anu we tude severul rune 
Tir, got quite a goou Ihany -- we uide In Luct, avery time any 
thing happened. ‘We had a bunch of raius anu banulits cane across 
the River, most of them, there is no uoubt in iy simu, there nay 
have bran a lew on tiis side helping, but mest vl tim came a- 
cross tna River. 

Q Do you resamher the time tour Mexicans were killea the day 
alter that train wreck? 


A YeSe 
Q In whose possession were thuse four M@xicuns? 


A They were in Captain Ranson's possession the lust tiine I 


Q Wiat was uosie with the: 

A They curried them out in the wouus ui snot tire? Y 

Q Were ary of the parties arrestea by the Rangers ever turned 
over to you in yeur jail? 

A Yes, thera lias been a dew turned vvar tu me 

Q At that tine? 

A lLcan't recall it, at that time or note 

Q 


I will aoc you wigtier or nut your U@puty w- tose arrested 


aw Y 
te 


by your ueputies and the soldiers, wnether or iot thay were 
brovght to the jail to stand trial? 

A There was one of my usputies at San Benito -- some of them 
were not brought to jail to stand trial. 

Q Who was that? 

A AMr. Carr. 

Q Relate that. 


A They hau a scrap at Galveston Ranch and the military au- 


thorities arrestea five risne They carried thea: to San Benito 


where they had a camp at that time, tham five men, and they 
lockeu them up in the calaboose, and Mre Carr -=- they locked 
them up in the calaboose anda three were killed that night and 
two left in the calaboose. 

Q They were taken vut of the calaboose? 

A Yese I don't know whether the Rangers uiu it or hr. Carr, 
except from hearsaye 

Q Did you know any of the Raugers under Captain Ransem that 
are now on the force? 

A 1 don't remenber who was with him. I remember Andres was 
with him, stationed down there, lI uon't just recall who all were 
with Captain Ransom when he was uown there, there were several, 
thoughe I have not refresned my memory, anu just vilhanaed, it 
a8 been two or turse years ayo, I udn't just resember who was 
in his company, who all was with him, anu having just a minute 
ago thought about Andres being snot maue me think of nin, or I 
probably would not have? thought of him. I don't remember who ‘va 
was with Ransom at that time. Hs hac a company of man stationed 
there@e 

Q How imauy Mexicans Gia you see dead during 1915 ana 1916? 

A I uon't xnowe 

Q Can you estimate it? 

A No; 1 saw a good many. 1 expect 1 saw rifteen or twenty. 


I didn't see so very Manye 


Q 
A 


Did you see any arounu San Benito? 


Yes, 1 saw one between Brownsville anu San Benito and those 


four killed at the railroad wreck and those three that were car- 


ried out of San Benito, and then I was up in th edge of Hidal- 


go County when they had four or five killed up there that 1 saw. 


I don't know who killed them, and I don't recall. 


Q 


Do you remember who were the tirst ones that arrested the 


first bandits who were brought to trial and put in jail? 


A 


put 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


I believe Ramon Pizgana was the first banuit we arrested anu 
in jail -- the first bandit I did. 

He was tried? 

Yese 

Given fifteen years? 

Yese 


Il appeal-d the case and the case was reversed, wasn't it? 


A Yes, sire 


oOo > & 


A 


After the train wreck who were the ones lirst arresteu? 
Lorenzo Lopez and Lajala was arresteu. 
I asked you who arrested the banoits around there? 


I think your Sheriff Scarborough of Kingsville arrested 


that Lopez boy and brought him uown there, and I think I ar- 


rested Lajala, I am not sure about that, and then I arrested 


one 


or two that never was killea, four of tne: after the train 


wreck -= I] don't remember. 


Q 
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A 


Do vou remember Ranger Shaw? 
Yese 

THat was killeu over there -- 
Yee 

Was he murdered? 


I didn't see him shot, 1 was not in the county at that 


timee I uid not come in until the next day about noon. I 


had been in East Texas, and he was shot the night before. 


: 
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Do you remember Timberlake? 


Yes, sire 


Were you present at the time he was killed? 


Yes, sire 


Relate that circumstancee 
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Timberlake and Captain Taylor and myself --~- 

MR. TIDWELL: Was Timberlake a Ranger? 

A Yes, anu a goog one, too, 1 think, Judge.e.eeMr. Hamer 
and Mr. Atkins, four or five or six of us, went down -= some=- 
pody haa given us some dope that they were coming across the 
River for some mescal that night. When we got ready to leave 
the jail 1 told tne boys, there is two trails we want to watch, 
I had gone out the evening before and pickea our places to look 
for theme I1 says, Suppose somebody comes along tat trail and 
we kill somebody, may be a s@ldier or somebouy, we discussed 
it a few minutes, Captain Taylor and I, and decided if anybody 
cane along with baggage we would try to halt them, ana we 
maue up our minds, because this party said he wus going to kill 
anyone that said a word to him, told us that every time we 
talked to him -- we decided if they dia nat have baggage we 
vould halt them. He uid come along, anu I expect passed within 
six or eight feet of me and Timberlake. I1 let him go thirty or 
forty steps before 1 said anything, he aidu't have anything, 1 
coulu see, there was a new moon a couple ol hours high, and he 
was going into the light and not into the brush, au we let him 
pass on thirty or forty steps before I saia anything, then I 
raised up and holloaed, 1 saw he didn't have anything, and he 
fired his pistol, and I think the first shot he shot Killed 
Timberlake, he died the next morning, ana then we shot him, aud 
the other two got away. He wuian't have any mescal with hin, 
but he was a forerunner ana his clothes were all wet where he 
cane across the Rivere He lived iu Matamoras anu was Captain 


of the bpuncne 


Q Did you know Frank Martia? 

A Yese 

Q Did you know anything about that investigation after he 
was killed? 

A I went up the next day after he was killed. We got bills 
against a couple of parties that killed him, in fact we kno who 
killed him, George Wells was with him at the time he was killad. 

Q Is he a Rangar? 

A i think Martin was a Ranger; Wells wus Constable at the 
time he wes Killed. They "phoned me that night, aia Ll went up 
the next morninge 

Q They say he was assassinated. I want you tu ralate the 
circumstances. 

A Ina way, probably, he. was assassinated, he was killed. 

I think they hau some kind of a little "blowout" or Mexican 
floto, whatever tney call them, in tne town of Raynondsvills. 

I think Mr. Wells and frank Martin and 1 think a Mexican hada 

a little trovble, and 1 sent for Wells -- he went over thers 
anu told thai they woulu have to cut that trouble out, ana trey 
went on over home and the two eS, eee ere that lived across 
the railroad track, ana Wells and wiartin went up tiat way, they 
were not satisfied, 1 uon't think, wit the revark, one of them 
saia, they weit up $hat way anu when they got up on the rail- 
roau dump up between where thay nua their little pateh anu this 
Mexican's house, and the, evidently gut tieir guus and Cane 
back -- I uon't xnow where they got thetr guns -- anu kiliea 
Frank Martin ana snot George Wells but cian't kill hin. 

Q Have you seen sose or the Rangers dri:ciig una arunk? 

A 0h; I caunot say that Il hava sten any of thas arunk. IL 
have seen u Racer taxe a arink occasionally, lixe 1 uv, anu 
with ma, we taxe a drink once in a while. 

Q Not si:ce this law hus gone into effect? 


A Yes, anu before too. 


. 
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& You also drink since thie law has gone into effect? 


A Sometimes, when I can get it. 


© It is alleged here that gambling is open in Brownsville 


and when your department was in and somebody else was out and 
wanted to get in <-- 


A How ia that? 

Q It has been in evidence that gambling is open in Browns- 
ville, and that your department has been in and that somebody 
elee was out and wanted to get in; I wanted to find out if 
that was true or not. 

A I don't know, there has been some gambling in Brownsville, 
and will be when IT pass away, I guess; they don't run gambling 
wide open, though. 

Q Have the Rangers stopped all that ganbling’? 

A I never heard of a Ranger arresting anybody for gaubling 
or having anything to do with it. I expsot the City Marshal 
has more to do with it than anybody else, and I help some with 
it myself. 

Q Have the Rangers stopped all the drinking the re? 

A Not that I know of. 

Q Have the Rangers stopped all that banditry there? 

A I don't think they had any more to do with stopping it 


than the rest of us. ‘They were there and helped us on it. 


Tney stopped some of them. 


EXAMINED BY MR. KNIGHT. 
Q You said they assisted you in this? 
A Yese 


G¢ When you asked them to go with you they did not quit you 
as long #s you were going, aid they? 

A Noe 

Q Now as I understand it, you took a posse out -- I am not 


familiar with the conditions -- and some parties went in -- 


A Ye@sSe 


Q At the time you put your car up there was about fifteen 
in that party? 

A Yes, I expect fifteen or twent;. 

Q@ General Hutchins was in the party, you were there, and some 
of your deputies probably -- did you deputize anybody that night? 
Were the rajority of the rifteen at your instance, or the Ran- 
gers'? 

A 1 thin... they were all oificers. 1 think my ueputies were 
alonge I have had seven or eight, five or six -- I don't re=- 
member e- and probably there were signut or tan Rangerse 

Q You were not there at the time tne two men were killed? 

A Iwas not trsre at the time the shooting startad. About 
the tire they wound uv 1 ran-arounud to the front guta, and 
‘nay were in the nouse. 

Q some corr:otion started and to rien were killeu -- that 
is all there was to it? 

A That wus all. 

G And the next morning the third van who wus woundea, he 
resisted arrest asu lie was snot? 

A Yes, I uo::'t know whether you woulu call it he resistea 
arrest or nut, 1.2 was in the house, crawlea unuer tie bed, wu 
the womenfolks took boxes anu everything else alu stulfea under 
tie beu te hides hia, ana probably thought we woulu 0% Know it, 
and wa aidn't know it until, to tell the truth, we tivugnt we 
had killed all there wase 

Q The participation of the Rangers there was with your dull 
cnowledge anu consent? 

A Yes, I uon't think it coulu nave been avoiuecd. It might 
hav2 been wien they first raised the fuss, if sonebody haa not 
peen too hot-hneadeu and fired the first sot. 

q Bwerybouy was at a tension? 


A Yes, 1 think it might huve been helpea before tne first 


shot was fired, but after the first shot was lireu it had to 
b@ carried out. 

Q I unuverstanu at another tisit three nien arrested by your 
deputies were put in your calaboose? 

A Five men arrested in that bunch by the military authorities 
and carried to San Benito. They were at the Sebastian fight, 
we call it. The Military haa chari:e of then anu offered tu turn 
tham over to me, and 1 told them to carry them with then to that 
post, 1 wantsau to maxe an investigation, anu they carriea then 
to San Benito anc turned the: over to tne City Marshal, anu he 
vut them in the calaboose. I don't think 1 went home that 
night, I stayea out all night, vie anu my littls bunch, anu we 
Cot in nome next morning, and Colonel Albert Haywood called me 
up and said, Captain there is four or Tive rien killed up here 
last night, taken out of the calaboose. I called up Carr and 
asked him if there was anybouy iu the calaboose, aiu he saie 
noe I said, wasn't there anybouy in the culaboose lust night, 
anu he said no. I1 was rather satisfieu anu wernt on. Ina 
couple of hours Colonel Ha;woou called me up uwgaln anu gaia 
+here was a couple of man killed up there last night, better 
come and look after it, anu I went up anu askeu Carr again 
if there were any men in the calaboose, aliu ne salu, yes, tWOe 
1 askad him it any had veen put in yesteraay, anu he salad yese 
I said, Did you permit anybody to take those men oute Ile salu 
he guessed they aid, but he wasn't goi.g to stanu aown there 
and watch that damned old calaboose all night. 1 said, Mre 
Carr, I uou'tt lixe that kina of busizess, I want tu tell you 
we are under oath and we are under bond anu unuer oath too, and 
a good one, that we will protect the lives of that man or men 
urrested, anu began to bawl him out. I saiu if they shoule 
arrest old Aninceto Pizana, the leauer of that bunch, and if 


they ghoulu come across the River before thay had an 


~ 


ar 


opportumity to surrender to me, I would try my best to kill 
hin, but if anybody would cat@éh them and turn then over to me 
I would do my best to protect them before I would let then 
get them, and he said, I don't feel that way about it, and I 
said, yeu cannot work for me. 

What beoame of the other two? 

They were finally turned loose. 

You don’t know what became of then? 
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Yo, except from hearsay. 

Q Mr. Canales asked you a nusber of questions about the 
number ef Mexicans you had seen dead in the last few years, 
and you said some fifteen or twenty. 

A Yes, I think may be that many. 

Q How many white men have you seen dead down there during 
that time, Captain? 

A TI have seen several. I saw some soldiers, more soldiers 
than anybody else. 

Q IT mean soldiers, your men and citizens. 

A I did not see Shaw, he was killed and those two men were 
killed recently since the bandit trouble. At the train wreok 
the engineer was killed, and I saw two or three soldiers killed, 
and Dr. McKean was shot and died the next day I believe, and 
Harry Wallace was shot but did not die, at the Galveston Ranch. 
Two or three men were shot, I don*t remember just how many died: 
at the Sebastian raid there were two men killed, at La Fergos 
raid there were two men killed, and at the Norias raid there 
were two or three shot, I don't remember whether there was 
anyone killed or not. 

Q Caesar Kleburg's foreman, what's his name -- that was 
assassinated last spring -- Martin? 

A Martin. 

Q Yeu have named some fifteen or twenty, all white men too, 


that were killed -- you think there were other soldiers beéides? 


to, T den't remember of any more. 
Here is some photographgx: did you see that train wreck? 


I saw it the next morning. 


A 

g 

& 

€ Is that wu photegrapn of it? 

A Yes, looks very much like it. 

© How many people were kilied in that? 
A 


I think two or three soldiers were killed and the engineer 
was killed and Or. MeKean wus killed. 

@ There was another picture here cof certain Rangers, 1 be- 
lieve they have been discharged from the foros, had some of 
these corpses lariated? 

A That was at Norias. 

C That was +hne time they made the raid on Norias, how many 
white men sere killed there? 

MR. KNIGHT: We offer the picture of the train wreck for 
what. 4% je yorth. 

A In thet pic railroad wreck taey had No. 16 wire and took 
a pieca off of the track and tisd wire in it, and when the 
train went to run on it they pulled it out. 

© That was the Norias xxa raid (referring to photograph)? 

A Yes, tir. 

© Now many aére kijied on that reid? 

A I don't know, I think two or three shot, I don’t know 
whether ary were killjied or not. 

Q Were these three ali kiiled? 

A I think that is ali that were found, Those Mexicans are 
like an Indien wzbout movirg them out. If you don't find them 
right nox itkey will move them out, 

Q At the tine your deputy Timberlake wus killed you were 
advised that if you said anything to that man somebody would 
be killed? 

A Yee, and I would not have said anything te him if he had 
hac that package of mescal on hia shoulder. 


You wert advised exactly as it transpired? 
Yese 


timberlake wag a goed officer? 
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Yes, I led:'t known him very long. 


£ 


Captain, you herve been evidentiy very proficient as weil 
as diligent in running down those bandits down there in your 
county, arrested a number of then, I will ask you to advise the 
Committee of tne number you have succesded in getting to sbandeon -- 

A Mighty few. It is mighty hard to conviot -- it is ciroume 
stuntial evidence. I hung two there, and we sentenced Shug 
this man to the penitentiary, but he beat the cause. He appealed 
it and they Tinaily turned him loose and he went acroas, It 
is mighty hard tc do, but I believe in doing these kind of 
things. 

Q You hung two, one beat his case, and you were successful, 
though, in iucarcerating quite e number of them? 

A Thia suspcet, talkiag about the train wreck, I remenber 
we went out thure -- 

Q@ State if it is not a habit with men that you run down, 
Gesperate wen aud bandits, us weli as ine amuggicr of mescal 
anc those felicws, whea they give boud, don’t wost of them go 
back*® 

A <A good wany of them go back and they ure strong on proving 
aiibis tuo. 

have 

Q You a great aumber uf slackers and desertera and 
otner oriminais “no have goné across the River? 

A Yes, we nave goi a good many slackers. 

@ di your vigilance or the vigibance of the law, no matter 
how embodied, sould be crippled, wouidn't 1t be an invitation 
to those tc come bacse into your county, lots of those refugees 
are Wealthy pcopis or have wealthy friends on this side? 


A Yee, sows of then. 


Q They would pay a great deal to get back, wouldn't they? 

A TI expect -- I don't know, 

Q Anyone who woul assist them to get back or defend then 
after they come back? 

A TI don't know, if they would give them enough. 

Q In Cameron County you had six or seven or eight hundred 
registrants? 

A TI don't remember. 

THE CHAIRMAN: That is along the same line. 

MR. EWIGHT: I wanted to show the number of deserters. 

MR. CANAIRS: If they are going to injest that -- 

THE CHAIRMAN: That hae already been ruled upon. 

MR. CANALES: Otherwise I would want it stricken from the 
record. 

MR. EWIGHT: I just wanted to show the conditions. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I don't think there is any doubt on earth in 
the minds of the Committee about the conditions on the Border 
and the Giligence of the lecal peace officers and the Rangers. 

MR. KNIGHT: All right, if you are satisfied. All right, I 
have done my best. 


EXAMINED BY CHAIRMAN BLEDSOE. 

Q You say four men were carried out and shot after that 
railread wreck? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Who were they? 

A Oh, God, I don’t know their names. Of course I would 
probably have a list of them. I don't remember whether I kept 
that or not. 

Q Whe tock them out and shot then? 

A Captain Ransom and I don't know the balance of the Rangers 
who were there that morning, but Ransom had charge of then. 

Q How many were in the party? 


A Three or four, and one of my deputies went with hin. 

Q De you think a man who would have prisoners in his charge, 
a State Ranger, and to take them out and execute them that way 
should be retained on the force? 

A Absolutely no, I don't care who he is, not only a Ranger 
or a lecal peace officer. 

Q Did you keep your deputy? 

A Yes, for a while, but he is not with me any more. 

Q Have you any way of ascertaining who the other three or 
four Rangers were who were with Captain Ransom? 

A I think I could find out. I know a little squabble came 
up between Ransom and I. When they appointed Captain Ransom 
Captain of Rangers, Ferguson was Governor, and I came to Austin 
to see him. I saw in the paper they were going to send him to 
the Border, and I came to see Governor Ferguson and asked him 
not to do it. He said, "Ransom will make you a good man if you 
will warm up to him.” I says, “I don't like his style, I have 
heard a good deal about Captain Ransom, I don’t want him down 
there," and he insisted that he would go; old man Woodul I 
think was with me , he said, "You have got it in for Ransom 
because he killed oid Brockman over there in Houston® << 

Q Uniess there is some special reason for you giving that -- 

A Ali right, but he finally sent him down there, and the 
morning we came out there and arrested those four men, Captain 
Ransom had them and walked over to me and says, I am going out 
to kill these fellows, are you going with me? I says no, and 
I don’t believe you are going. He says, if you haven't got 
guts enough to do it, I will go myself. I says, that takes 
a whole lot of guts, four fellows with their hands tied behind 
them, it takes a whole lot of guts to do that, and I went up 
the road four or five miles. They took those soldiers off of 
the cars and their shoes were found and the place where they 


teok their shoes off and sold them. I arrested those two and 
they teld me where they bought the shoes, and I thought that 
was pretty good evidense , and could hang them probably. They 
told me they bought this pair of shoes from a couple of Mex- 
feans whe lived in town, in Brownsville, and I told one of my 
deputies and two of the Military to heid them here until I 
could go out, and I got in my car and went to Brewnmilie five 
or six miles and I went to the house and I asked those parties, 
and the o1d man, he said he beught them from his brother -~ 
brother ef the man I had arrested. He was soared to death, 
everybody was after the railroad wreck, and he swore he didn’t 
sell them to him. i carried him over and put him in jail, and 
I carried those two and put them in jail. His brother kind of 
had a squabble, his brother said Mr. Handley let you have 
those shoes, you know damn well you sold them to him. I got 
Handley and he identified the shoes as being the soldier's 
shoes. When I went back Ransom had kilied his men, and I told 
my Geputy, you take these men and put them in the car and 
carry them to town. He says, Ransom says he is going to kiil 
them teo, I says, no they are my two, he hasn't enough Rangers 
here to kill my two at ali, and we carried them and put them 
in jail and they proved to be innooent. 

Q Was Andres with them at that time? 

A He was stationed there, but I would not swear that he was 
with them that day. 

Q What is your recolleetion? 

A I would hate te say, but I rather think he was. 

Q Can you possibly give us the name of another man who was 
along at that time? 

A T don't know whether I ceuld or not. 

Q I believe you say you would undertake to ascertain the 
names for us? 


A Yes, sir. 


Q Do yeu know whether cither of these men are on the force 
or not? 


& Of course I know Ransom is not, he is dead. I don*t know 
whether the other men are er not. 
Q Juige Knight showed you this Ranger picture where they had 


a bunch of dead Mexisans roped; did you recognize the men in 
the picture? 


A Two of then. 

Whe? 

Captain Fox and Tom Tate. 

Is Tom Tate still down in that country? 


Yes, sir. 

Ie he here as a witness? 
I have not seen hin. 

Is Tate on the force now? 


I always thought Tom was a special Ranger. 
Ie he still acting as -~ 
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A I don't know; I saw him come to town the other day with 
a sixeshooter, dressed in Ranger style with a six-shooter and 
cartridge belt on, I guess he is. 

Q Was he wearing one of those double-decked belts? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Would you have permitted him to go in that garb if you 


had not thought he was an officer? 


A We, dut there are so many of them down there you cannot 


tell whether he is an officer or not. 

Q Who is the middle man in this picture? 

A T don't know, 

Q Can you look at the big pieture and tell (enlarged photo- 
graph exhibited). Look at that and see if you oan tell who the 
middle man is. 


A Wo, I can't remember; it must have been one of Fox's men. 


Yox was just down there a few days, he was not stationed there 
lenge 

Q How far did this bunch ef Rangers take those four men from 
you to kill then? 

A I did not go ont until after they were buried; I expect 
1% was three-quarters of a mile from the road to where they 
killed them, may be a mile -- it wasn't very far. 


EXAMINED BY MR. TIDUELL. 

Q I wanted to ask which of those men were Rangers and cow- 
poys? 

A Tom Tate I always supposed was a Ranger, he always passed 
as a Ranger, and I suppose he was, and Captain Fox was Captain 
of the Rangers. 

Q You were on the streets of Brownsville a great deal? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Can you reeall any instance in the last several nonths 
in which any Ranger down there has been intolerant or disabeyed 
the laws of the State or has exercised his power as a Ranger 
about and towards law-abiding citisens in an arbitrary way? 

A Wet right in town I haven't. 

Q De you know ef it in the country? 

A Yes, I think I do. That is one thing that Captain Ste- 
phens and I kind of fell out about. It was norrated around 
in that part of the country by a good many of my friends and 
political enemies, may be you would call them, that I cannot 
get along with the Rangers. Along last spring hardly a year 
ago Captain Stephens was stationed at Harlingen at that time 
and I think under the influenee of a few people that dictated 
to him; I think he was stationed at Mercedes but some of his 
men were stationed at Harlingen. They went to Lyford and dis- 
armed a let ef Mexicans and took their guns away from then 


and went in their houses at night and scared the womenfolks 
to death, and they wired me to come up. I went the next morn- 
ing and the Rangers had left and gone to Harlingen, and Harry 
Wallace posed as a deputy Ranger, I don't think he ever was. 

I bawled him eut about it and said, Harry unless they have 
something against these people I don't think they have a right 


to come up here and take the stuff away from them, disarm then. 
He said they had the stuff. I wrote Stephens a letter. I think 
Mr. Sorrenson in a few days wrote me a letter that they wanted 
their guns back, and I wrote Stephens another letter and I 
wrote two or three letters before he answered, and when he did 
he wrote me a letter that was very ungentlemanly I think. 
They went below Harlingen and disarmed them. Pedro Lirmes, I 
think he is a good citizen, I never knew him to do anything 
wrong in my life, I think he is a good citizen as we have for 
a Mexican. I wanted to know ef the Captain and his men too 
why they disarmed him, but they never would tell me anything 
about that, just kept his stuff. 

Q Is Captain Stephens on the force now? 

A Yurthermore, I would like to read a little oorrespondence 
between the Captain and I, to show my position in the mtter,. 

Q De you know where he is looated now? 

A Wo, I don't, 

MR. GANAIZS: You have seen him here, haven't you? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Why didn't you tell hin that? 

A T have seen him, he refused to speak to me a few days 
ago; I don't know whether he is a Ranger or not, and care less. 

Q How many deputy sheriffs have you in tom? 

A I haven't got very many now; the Legislature passed a law 


that we could not have so many unless we put them on $48.00 a 
month, and I haven't so many. 


Q I would like to ask you whether, in your judgment, it 
would lend to the efficiency of the Ranger service if they 
should be placed under bond? 


A Abaolutely, the Captain anyway, they have no right to be 
without bend, no more than I have. I am responsible for every 
act my deputy does. If they cannot hire a man to obey the 
laws and do right and do the right thing, they should pay enough 
to get men who can do it, at least the Captain should be. A 
man told me at Gan Benito, he said if you do that you hamper 
the forsee, because they could not arrest men on suspicion. 
They have no more right to arrest a man on suspicion than I 
have. If they go and arrest a man on suspicion and put him in 
my jail, my bond begins to operate the minute he goes in my 
jail, I am responsible, as much 8¢ -~-- 

Q Do you believe that these Rangers are necessary at this 
time to peace and good order of the town of Brownsville? 

A Yes, but not to the town of Brownsville, to the county. 
Seme men on tne Rangers are good men, I think they ought to get 
better men and better pay. 

Q It is the desire of the Committee, as I see it, to tell us 
who they are. 

A Really that would be pretty hard to do. I haven't had 
any trouble with any of the recent Rangers that we have had 
down there. Old Captain Wright seems to be a prince. Old 
Captain Taylor down there is a fine man and seems to have a 
bunch of good boys. I have not had any trouble with anybody 
down there except Captain Stephens lately, and he has moved 
out from down there. 

Q How long has he been gone from down there? 

A Your or five months, I presume, I don't know how long. 

Q Do you believe to increase the salary of those Rangers 
would attract a better class of men to the service? 


A I think so, and it may be possible you have some pretty 
good boys on there, or pretty good men, may be they don't exe 
actiy understand the law, or just don't think, I don't know 
about that. Of course if you pay better salaries you will get 
better men, I think. 

Q Do you believe that the Eanger service within the last 
twelve months, 1918, hae been more efficient and a better class 
eof men than it was in 1915? 

A Some of the better class are still Rangers. There have 
been seme new men appointed who are mighty good men. I think 
Captain Wright is a good man. I don*t know all of his men. 
Captain Taylor was stationed in my town a good while. I think 
he was a good man. 

Q Eave the Rangers been willing to lend you their assist- 
ance and co-operate with you in the enforcement of the laws in 


your town? 


A They have since Mr. Stephens left there, but Mr. Stephens 
refused to do it. 

SENATGR PAGE: Q Who Gas the last Ranger, Captain, you spoke 
of and said he was a good man? 

A Captain Wright. He is down there now. 

Q I thought you said "Sanders"? 

A Captain Weight. Sanders is stationed up about Alice, I 
think. 

Q I want to ask you about an incident that was testified to 
here by someone yesterday or the day before, by Mr. Creager, 
a client of his tha was killed by Captain Sanders and two 
Rangers. 

A Theat wae before my time. 

MR. KWIGHT: Do you know Captain Hansom? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q The head of the Rangers? 


A Yes. 


Q What is your impression of his efficiency and service? 

A The Captain has always treated me nice, and every time I 
have had any trouble it looked like he tried to treat me nice. 
I don't know whether he reported it correctly to the Adjutant 
General or not. Since I have been here I have been told he did 


not. If he did not, he has double~-crossed me. Captain Hansom, 
so far as I know, is all right. 


Q This man Tate, you don’t know whether he was a special 
Ranger or not? Have you ever reported his claims to the present 
Adjutant General or to the present Governor? 

A Wo, sir. 

Q@ There has been no complaint made? 

A There has been no complaint made. I heard the other 
night the report that him and another Ranger belonging to 
Captain Taylor's company both got drunk. There was an investi- 
gation, I bdbeliewe Captain Hamer investigated it. 

@ I quite agree with you in the idea of better pay and bet- 
ter men, but I want to ask you if in your judgnent you don't 
think better pay will make better officers out of the same men, 
and detter men somet ines? 

A It may do it, but it ought not to. 

Q I understand that, but it will give a man pride in his 
position. The bond idea has been advanced, and of course that 
is ene of the remedies. 


A Ewery peace officer in Texas is under bond. 

Q I understand that; you are in Cameron County, if you are 
sued you are on the ground, if you go to Texline or El Paso 
you are bankrupt in defending snits. 

A There are two or three features in Mr. Canales Bill I 
don't like. One is the Comaiasioners' Court being permitted 


to remove, and the other is if they are sued, to be sued in 


Travis County. Another thing is, some clabber=-headed boy 
writing me @ letter, he had got a saddle and a good carbine 
and can speak the lingo, and I think that is about the limit 
of his qualifications, and he thinks that is about the limit 
to get on the Ranger force. I generally throw these letters 
in the waste-basket. 

Q If the Captain was put under bond and the men put under 
discipline, wouldn't it be an improvement? 

A Yes. If Captain Stephens was under bond, he would not 
have lef his men acted as they have done. 

Q Den't you believe Captain Wright was all right? 

A Yes, he is a prince. 

Q Don't you believe if his men fail to do their duty he 
would fire them like that? 

A I believe he would. 

Q Since Captain Hansom has been in there, has there been 
anything in the operation of the forse that has been objeotion- 
able, outside of this man Tate probably? 

A The killing of that Nexican that I tried to get out of 
Stephens and he would not tell me anything about it. 

Q When waa that? 

A That was the man they were supposed to have killed at 
Point Isabel. 

Q You mean Garcia? 

A Yes, and I expeet Captain Stephens and his men arrested 
ten or twelve or fifteen men, they arrested them and would 
carry them to the post or to Hidalgo County. I would like to 
explain that to the Ceumittee. 

Q That Captain did not write you as premptily as he showld, 
about Gareia? 

A And there were two or three other things he did not write 
to me about. He did not write to me about disarming those men 


Travis County. Another thing is, some clabber~headed boy 
writing me a letter, he had got a saddle and a good carbine 
and ean speak the lingo, and I think that is about the limit 
of his qualifications, and he thinks that is about the limit 
to get on the Ranger force. I gensraliy throw these letters 
in the waste-basket. 

Q If the Captain was put under bond and the men put under 
Giscipline, wouldn't it be an improvement’? 

A Yes. If Captain Stephens was under bond, he would not 
have le& his men acted as they have done. 

Q@ Den't you believe Captain Wright was all right? 

A Yes, he is a prince. 

Q Don't you believe if his men fail to do their duty he 
would firs them like that? 

A I believe he would. 

Q Since Captain Hanson has been in there, has there been 
anything in the operation of the foree that has been objeotion- 
able, outside of this man Tate probably? 

A The killing of that Mexican that I tried to get out of 
Stephens and he would not tell me anything about it. 

Q When was that? 

A That was the man they were supposed to have killed at 
Point Isabel. 

Q You mean Garcia? 

A Yes, and I expeet Captain Stephens and his men arrested 
ten or twelve or fifteen men, they arrested them and would 
carry them to the post or to Hidalgo County. I would like to 
explain that to the Committee. 

Q Trui Captain did not write you as premptily as he should, 
about Gareia? 

A And there were two or three other things he did not write 
to me about. He did not write to me about disarming those men 


out there and about those boys taking their guns and never 
have been delivered back. I have heard they have been sold up 
there and the monsy for them --- 

Q Do you know whether or not that disarming wae under mil-~ 
itary erders? 

A f could not say. 

Q Doe you know whether or not they were turned in to the 
Military -- those guns? 

A I understood they wre not -- no, they were not, because 
after Staphens left that part of the country they were turned 
over to Captain Taylor; three or four old shotguns that won't 
stand cocked, he has no guns that they could sell, or by God 
they would have gotten rid of them. 

THE CHAIRMAN: There has been some testimony about a certain 
County Commissioner who got quite a lot of booze just before 
eleetion time and he was taken out of his county? 

A Yes. 

@ Do you know anything about that occurrence? 

A Yes, I heard of it, of course, at the time. I saw him 
at Rarlingen thet night. They carried him to San Benito, and 
they had some kind of a Kangaroo court, I understand, and they 
committed the Commissioner, I understood, without bend, They 
carried him to Hidalgo County, and I think the "big boas", as 
Colonel Heywood calls him, got in touch with the Hidalgo author- 
ities and told him they could not hold him. They turned him 
back to Stephens and Cap sent him back to Harlingen with young 
Sanders. I happened to be in the newspaper printing office 
when they came back, and Thad Owen, another Commissioner, sent 
for me to come over and said this man has a bond that is worth 
$206,606.00, what deo you think about it? I gaid, I think he 
ought to be turned loose when he was arrested; wanted to know 
what I thought abeut it. I think it was a plot to satech me, 
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I would not have anything to do with it, The boy Sanders said, 
I don't know what to do, he said I think I will call Captain 
Taylor ap to see what to do about it. I says, use your author- 
ity, I says I would know what to do if you turned him over to 
me. He says, what would you do® I says, I will turn him loose 
just as quick as I can, sign my name approving that bond. He 
says, I believe I will do that, sco he turned him over to me, 
and I turned him loose about nine ofclock that night. 

THE CHAIEMAN: Were there any conditions in your county that 
made it necessary for that party to be held to answer a criminal 
charge without bend? 

A Absolutely not. It was pelities, is all there was to it. 

MR. IACKEY: Who were the Rangers that took him away? 

A By George, I saw them, I think it was Saddler and this 
fellow Gittre, { am not sure -- Young Sanders brought him back, 
though. 

Q These men were in charge of Captain Sanders? 

A Yes. 

MR. KNIGHT: Who ig the "big boss"? 

A I said Heywood called him the "big boss® -- Judge Wells. 

MR, LACKBY: Captain, the time those men were killed on the 
crossing when General aaa la along, you say Andres, one 
of the Rangers, was shot? 

Yes. 

Was anybody else of the party shot? 
Was shot, you mean? Yes, he was shot. 
I mean of your crowd? 

¥one of our crowd. 

Andres was the only ene shot? 

Yes. 

You got there after the shooting? 
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Yes, I got arowmnd te the house after the boys had done 


fell. 

G& Can you give the names of any of those Rangers? 

A Joe Taylor was along and Captain Ransom and I don’t think 
Joe belongs to the Rangers, and Cap Heading was there, but he 
Was oné of Ry OWN men. 

Q De you know of your own knowledge who started that sheot- 
ing, who was to biame for the shooting and how it started? 

A Wo, I newer did see anything about that, because right in 
the spur of the moment -- I think it probably could have been 
avoided if gone at right, but in the heat of the moment and 
after.the first gun fired, nobody could not stop it. I said 
nothing about it and went on. That is all there was to it. 

I didn't know what kind of men they were and didn't inveatigate 
that. I heard some man say they were bad hombres. 

Q De you know the names of any of those men that took those 
Mexicans from San Benito? | 
Vo. 

You say the jailer was your deputy? 
The man who has oharge of the city jail is my deputy. 


You don't know any of the Rangers that took them out? 
Noe 
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KR, KNIGHT: I understand that you don't know that it was 
Rangers that took them out? 

A No, sir. 

MR. LACKEY: You say you will get the names ef those men who 
were with Captain Ransom when he took those four men out? 

A Yes. 

SENATOR WITT: Do you need Rangers in your county now? 

A I would lixe to have then. 

Q How many do you think ought to be there? 

A I think a dogzen men in that county will be all right. I 
heard frem Colenel Slocum that they stationed a couple of 
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Rangers down the River and they stopped all the stealing down 
there. That is the main thing we have to contend with new. 
There is a lot of stealing going on up the River. They should 
put those two down there. There is a lot of slackers gross 
the River and a great many waiting to cross the River, a great 
many crossed on account ef the draft and some on account of the 
fear of the Rangers. They were born and raised in our part of 
the country and know every 2umk fat horse and cow in there, 
and they will continue to give ue trouble. The Rangers have 
been @ good thing, of course, und the moral effect of the 
Rangers there will be ali right. So far as stopping them from 
stealing cows and taking them across the River, General Harley 
has not enough Rangers in his force to do that. We caught a 
fellow in Brownsville the other day for burglary, the other 
day, had to shoot him to catch him, knew he was guilty, and he 
went before the Court and pled guilty and the jury gave him a 
suspemied sentence, The son-of-a-gun lives in Matamoras and 
brought a lot of men over there with hin. 

KR. LACKEY: You say they gave him a suspended sentence? 

A Yes, two years. 

Q Looks like we need some new juries down there, as well 
as new Rangers? 

A There has quite a lot of them been up here popping off 
before this Committee, is the reason I made that romark. 

UR. TIDWELL: Do you know of any tendency down there among 
the Rangers or anybody te do Mr. Canales any harm? 

A There is nothing except when him and Mr. Hamer had that 
littie trouble that evening. The Rangers seem to think I 
cannot get along with them, and some of them are more or less 
raw at me. I met Captain Stephens in the hall the other day, 

I speke to the gentleman, he refused to speak to me. There 
have been some few here who haye not spoke to me sinoe I have 
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been here. I try as hard as anybody to get along with the 
Rangers, and if they will treat me right I will get along with 
them. Something was said about the city and county officials 
not getting along; we get along fine, if there is something I 
want done they do it. 

MR. CANALES: Q State whether or not even some of the 
Rangers bring prisoners to your jail and deliver them there 
without any commitment and file no complaint, and those prison- 
ers lay four or five days and you have to turn them loose? 

A Yes, four or five days ago they brought one down there. 

Q@ Who was that Ranger? 

A TI don’t know whether Brooks was in that bunch or not, 

One was named Davis. 

Q How long was that prisoner kept in jail before commitment? 

A He was in jail before I knew it, and we kept him there two 
or three days more trying to get in touch with the Rangers. 

Q Have they stopped that practice? 

A It has been pretty recent if they have. That is the first 
thing Captain Stephens and I fell out about. Stephens’ men 
brought four Mexicans down there accused of stealing cattle << 
I think that is the first thing we fell aut about -- they were 
charged with stealing cattle. They came through Harlingen and 
had an examining trial. Their bonds were set at $406.66 apiece. 
I asked how much it cost to get them down there. Saddler and 
this fellow Sittre brought them down there. They said that was 
all right. I said, I want to pay you for your expense, and Z 
gave them a cheek for a $5.06 bill for the expense for bringing 
trem down there. They said, Captain there is one thing we 
want to ask, we don't want those men turned out of jail, there 
4g a little dope,we think we can catch some more. I said, as 
fast as they give bond and some ef their friends come along 
I know what I om going to do, I am going to turn them loose, 


and sure enough some friends from Hettronville and Nr. Sorrenson 
from Lyferd came there and made their bonds. I asked them not 
te do it yet, I told them I would bring them down and feed 
them, but they would not do it, and they made their bonds and 
I had to turn them out. I wrote Captain Stephens three ist- 
ters and wanted to know what he did with Gareia and why he 
disarmed one or two men, and so on. He never did write me dack, 
so I was in Harlingen one evening and called him up, could not 
get him ower even. About the first thing he said, Is that you, 
Captain, and I said yes, I want to know where that fellow 
Garcia is -- I didn’t know where he was, people came to wy 
office every day and I promised to co-eperate -- About the 
first thing he said was, *°By God, I want you to understand I 
don't want you to start fighting these Rangers.” I suid, 

"Hold on, I don’t want you to start fighting me either, we 
ain't going to have it, I have as much right down here as you 
have; all I want to know is where those people are. You dis- 
armed those people en the River and old Pedro Lirmes is as 

good a man ac you or I am, every man is presumed to be innocent 
and hae a right to a speedy trial, and you know it; if you 
don't knew it, it is time you were learning it." He wrote me 

a letter that I was the biggest creok in Cameron County and he 
understood I had criminals as my deputies and that me and him 
got to where we could not get along st all, and when Mr. Hansom 
oame there he finally removed him. It has been discussed about 
teking those three parties out and suppesed to shoot them. 

I went before the first Grand Jury that met. I said, "Gentle- 
men, Stephens and his men are gone, and if you can do it con- 
scientiously --" During the bandit treuble we set a very bad 
precedent by indicting nobody. I said, those days are gone 

anéd if you can conscientiously do it, let it go by. I asked 
the Justice of the Pease to ‘phone or write Stephens timt the 
case would be set in ten days. I didn’t want them to have to 
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stay in jail. I treated them right. They pulled off some raw 
deals, of course, especially during that bandit trouble. 1 
wrote the President of the Sheriffs’ Association to abelish 
the force, I thought it was best to do it than to have it go 
on like it was, but after Canales introduced his bill to have 
better men and better pay, I jumped on to that right now. I 
think that is ali right. There are some things I think mighty 
good. I wouldn't want them sued in this county, nor for the 
County Commissioners Court to remove them, and 80 on, 

MR. CANALES: In regard to that killing of Andres, I under- 
stood you to say Mr. Andres was shot at the time those two 
Mexicans were killed first? 

A Yes. 

Q Ien't it a fact that Andres was not shot until the next 
morning when he went to arrest the man who was wounded? 

A Sure, I misunderstood you. There were two men kilied 
that night and another man shot and left wounded there, 

Q In the morning Andres went to arrest that wounded man, 
and the wounded man shot hin? 

A I don't know what he went for, he went there, when he 
commenced pulling this stuff out the man fired. 

Q He was in hia ewn home, wasn't he? 

A Yes, those other two the night before were in their own 
home too, and those four arrested over there at the train 
wreck were in their own home too, they were arrested -- they 
were unfortunate by living that close to the wreck. 

MR. LACKEY: You think if a bandit knew that the Ranger had 
to go thirty or forty miles to a Justice of the Peace for a 
warrant tefore he could arrest him, don’t you think he would 
get aeross the River hefore he could get the warrant? 

A Sure. He can arrest him without a warrant. 


MR. TIDWELL: Den't you know for a man to enforce the law 


he should arrest him and carry him before a magistrate? 

A Yes, in his own county and not carry him out of his sounty 
and before some other magistrate. I want Rangers; I think there 
ought te be better men and bonded men, is what I think about it. 
You can arrest aman if he is trying to get away, or if you see 
him in a fight or drunk or violating the law, you have a right 
to arrest them witheut a warrant. 

SZNATOR WIZT: You arrest men sometines shen they are not in 
the act at the time? 

A If TI saw a cow thief I would arrest him, but I go imnee 
Géiately and Tile a complaint against hin. 


wv. Vv. JONRE, 
being duly sworn by Mr. Tidwell of the Committee, testified as 
folicws: 


BXAMINED BY MR, CANALES. 
You live at Corpus Chrieti? 
Yes. 
You own extensive interests, I think, in Jim Hogg County? 
Yes. | | 
You are a cattleman? 
Yes. 
Have you had proteetion from Rangers? 
Yes, I have had protection from the Rangers. 


Have you ever requested them te come around there? 
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Yes, I have called on thes to come down there, and they 
came. I have not called on the Hangers for several years, two 
or three years. About three years ago I had two Rangera that 
stayed at my house ali the tine while I was absent. While I 
was gone they were there. 


Q De you know where the Rangers were stationed at the King 
Ranch? 

A Yea, I think Rangers were stationed at King's Ranch. 

Q How long were they stationed there? 

& TI don't know, I saw them there every time I went to to 
Yorias. 

Q How meny? 

A T don't know. 

Q Approximately? 
A TI have seen two or three, 
Q Is that country open or thickly wooded? 
A Oh, it is an open country. 
Q How far from there to the nearest large settlement? 

A I don't know exastiy how far it is down there to Raymond- 
ville, I think that is the nearest settlement. 

Q Raymondville to the south is the nearest settlement? 

A Yes. 

Q@ Sarita to the north is a large settlement? 

A Yes. 

Q Between those two large settlements is a large range 
country, cattle country, between there and King?’ 

A Yes. 

Q Who liwes on these ranches of King's besides their own 
employes® 

A T don't know of anyone that lives there besides their own 
employes. 

Q@ Se the only thing that Rangers would be doing owr there 
would be to look after Ur. King's cattle? 

A To keep thieves from depredating. 

THE CHAIRMAN: If yeu have witnesses upon any of these 
specific charges, let's bave them. I am going to gay tor you 
frankly. I do not think this is a matter that we have juris- 
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Q De you know where the Rangers were stationed at the King 
Ranch? 

A Yes, I think Rangers were stationed at King's Ranch. 

Q How long were they stationed there? 

A I don't know, I saw them there every time I went to to 
Norias. 

Q How many? 

A I @on't know, 

Q Approximately? 
A TI have seen two or three. 
© Is that oountry open or thickly wooded? 
A Oh, it is an open country. 
Q How far from there to the nearest large sett lencent? 

A I don't know exastiy how far it is down there to Raynond- 
ville, I think that is the nearest settlement. 

Q Raymondville to the south is the nearest settlement? 

A Yes. | 

Q Sarita to the north is a large settlement? 

A Yes. 

Q Between those two large settlements is a large range 
country, cattle country, between there and King? 

A Yes. 

Q Whe liwes on these ranches of King's besides their own 
employes® 

A TI don't know of anyene that lives there besides their own 
emvloyss. 

Q@ Se the only thing that Rangers would be doing owr there 
would be to look after Ur. King's cattle? 

A To keep thieves from depredating. 

THE CHAIRMAW: If you have witnesses upon any of these 
speeific charges, let's have them. I am going to say to you 
frankly, I do not think this is a matter that we have juris- 


diction over. I man that your charges that favors have been 
shown to any particular commsumity in southwest Texas by putting 
Rangers there, so far as IT an concerneé we are not going te 
investigate. I will let the majority control. 

MR. CANALES: I understood there was no objection to that 
eharge. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I am making one now. If the Committee desires 
to overrule me, they may do so. We must get through with this 
thing before it wears us out and bankrupte the State, I am 
more than willing te go into any charges of misconduct on the 
part of the Rangers, but aside from that -- Is there any mem 
ber of the Committees who disagrees with me® If you do, do not 
hesitate to say so. He was asking him if there was anything 
else the Rangers could do besides to guard the King’s Ranch. 

I em overruling it upon that phase by saying that we have no 
time to go into that. I have ruled. If the Committee wants 
to hear the evidence, they can do so. 

SENATOR WITT: I think if it is a fact that Rangers are being 
used to look after one person's property to the exolusion of 
looking after other people's property, it would be proper to 
hear it, if that is a fact. 

(Stenographer read last preceding question, as follows: "So 
the only thing that the Rangers would be doing over there would 
be to leok after Mr. King's cattle?*) 

GENERAL HARLEY: I am not objecting, not taking any feaue 
with the Gommittee in their objection te proving the matter -< 
I would state that is a leading question. 

THE CHAIRMAN: It would be leading, but this witness knows 
enough about thege things. If the Committee cares to go into 
that investigation, I will interpose no further objeetion. 

SENATOR PAGE: I understood him to say that he didn't know, 

MR, CANALES: I will ask you if they are stationed at dorias, 


“my " 


about half way betwsen those two large settiements I told you, 
Raymondville on the north and Sarita on the south? I believe 
you answered also the question as to whether or not there is 
anybody else exoept their own employes living around or in the 
immediate vicinity. 

A That is all that is living right there. 

Q How far to the west is there any large settilenent from 
Worias? 

A There is none until you get up to Hebbronvilie. They are 
ail large ranches west of there. 
| Q And to the east the Gulf of Mexico? 

A Gulf of Mexico. 

& There is no large settiement hetween those points? 

A Wo, but Noriaa is a very logical point to put Rangers at 
that station, I don’t know what the Rangers do when they are 
away. I only see them when I am there. It is a good places 
for them to scout from. They can meet Rangers coming from Rio 
Grande City and Hebbronville being on the railroad it is a very 
good place. 

Q Do you think it has more advantages than at Raymondville, 
where there is a large settlement? 

A I will tell you, I am oppesed to putting Rangers into 
these little towns. 

Q Why? 

A They form bad habits, loafing around town. When they get 
around these towns they don't like tc get out as well as they 
do when you put them out on a ranch, and the towns have local 
officers tc protest their town, and I think the kangers do 
better in the ccuntry. 

Q Have you seen any of the Rangers in the past six or eight 
months drunk or disorderly? 

A Wo, I have not seen any of them drunk; in fact, I have 
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not seen any Rangers for the last six or eight months only 
meeting them on the train, 

MR. EWIGRT: Q@ Captain Jones, that Norias Ranch mentioned, 
is that where the raid was last year? 

A Yes, 

Q Was that the same ranch where the foreman was killed last 
year -- Martin? 

A He was not killed at that ranch, I don't mk think, 

Q@ The Norias Ranch is where yeur phetograph came from isn’t 
4t (Andiocates postcard)? 

A fT don’t know. 

Q Mexican bandits killed at Norias -- Wasn't Captain Martin 
foreman of the Forfias Ranch? 

A Fe lived on a ranch. 

Q They made two attempts, he was wounded the first time on 
the ranch and was afterwards killed? 

A Fe was over on a ranch west of Norias where he lived. 

Q You say some time ago you asked for protection and a couple 
of Rangers stayed on your ranch? 

A That was about three years aco. 

Q Do you know anything in the world why a citizen whose 
property or life is exposed in the light of depredations that 
have heen committed on the same ranch recently should be denied 
the proteetion of the Rangera? 

A I don't think it would be right to deny them the protection. 

SENATCR WITT: You don’t know of any favors being shown in 
the use of Pangers to protect one community's property or one 
estate’s property, to the exclusion of anybocy else, do you? 

A Wo, I don't know that I do. In regard to the Rangers 
being on King*s Ranch, I have been in that country for wore 
than twenty years, and there has been more or less depredation 
on King’s Ranch than any other place, and I don't know but what 
they have been needed down there more than anywhere else and 


being stationed at Nerias it is a very logical point where they 
cowld ge all ever the ceuntry. If they do their duty, it is a 
goed place for them, and they can seout the entire country from 
Worias. 

MR. KNIGHT: The only railroad iine in that country is there? 

A ¥rom there te Falfurrias. 

ME. IACKEY: Doesn't the Armstrong Ranoh adjoin the Norias 
Raneh or the King Ranch? 

A Yes, on the north. 

Q And the Kennedy Ranch on the west? 

A Wo, the Kennedy Ranch joins them on the north also, 


Q You join them en the west, the Armstrong Ranch and the 
Kennedy Ranch on the north? 


A Between them and ths --<-- 


Q Do you know of any act of any Ranger down in thet seetion 
of the country in the last two years that was detrimental to 
the service or that this Committee ought to investigate! Do 
you know of your own knowledge of any act of the Rangers? 

A We, sir, not of my own knowledge I don't know of any. 

SENATOR WITT: Has there been complaint that you thought wae 
reliable of misconduct ef the Rangers? 

A Well, no, only I just heard some littie talk. I heard 
some tulk about some Rangers going to San Diego three or four 
months ago and getting drunk, drinking and shooting up the 
town, I have not been down on the River and have not been 
thrown in contact with the Rangers. All the Rangers I ever 
met always acted very nice. 

MR. IACKRY: How far are you from where this raid was made 
on the Rast Ranch seme time ago? 

A It is about twenty-five miles from my headquarters ranch 
over to the East Ranch. 


Q That is where skumm this raid was made by those bandits 


at this time? 

A TI have ene raneh about ten miles from it, my headquarters 
ranch is about twenty-five miles. 

Q De you know whether the Rangers captured any ef those 
pendits or not? 

A I don't know whether they did or not. I understood the 
Rangers caught one of them. Right at the time they found then 


I don't believe they captured any; they might have captured 
some iater. 


Q How far was that from the River? 
A I guess the closest point, about forty or forty-five miles. 


H. J, KIH, 
being duly sworn by Mr. Tidwell of the Committee, testified as 
follewsa: 


EXAMINED BY MR. CANALES. 

Q You are Justice of the Peace, Precinct Wo. 2, in Cameron 
County? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q How long have you been in Brownsville? 

A Twelve years. 

Q Where ¢id you come fron? 

A Chicago. 

Q You were the Coraner that held the inquest over the body 
that was found en the read from Point Isabel to San Benito, 
supposed to be the body of Florencia Garcia? 

A It was nearer the coast than San Benito. 

Q I said on the road from Point Isabel to Gan Benito? 

A Yea. 


Q Have you got with you the copy of your proceedings there 


that you held? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q W411 you please exhibit it here. 

MR. KWIGHT: Is that calling for the copy of the findings, 
or the testimony? 

MR. CANAIZS: Copy ef the findings. 

MR. KNIGHT: I think if we obeerve the precedent set this 
morning in the case of Bunozs, he simply stated that the Justice 
of the Peace simply failed to bind him over. He can ask this 
same thing, whether he did or did not bind them over, 

THE CHAIRMAN: It is on the question ef identification, I 
think; it is not a question of whether the defendants were 
pound over or not beund over -- it is on the question of iden- 
tification, I think. 

MR. CANAIRS: Q Is that a copy of your findings as to the 
identity of that body? 

A Yes. 

MR. CANAIRS: I want to introduce that in evidence. It may 
be read now. 

MR. KNIGHT: Let's clean it up as we go. 

MR. CANMAIZS: Q Read it. 

A This is Wo. 51, "No. 51, Inquest held by Henry J. Kirk, 

J. P., Preo't 2 on May 22, 1916, at Place on the Wait Pagture 
on the body of Florencio Gareia. Nature of information given 
Justice ef the Peace and by whom given. In company with Consul 
Garsa, Mr. Gray, Fulencio Lopes, Co. Atty. Dancey, Rafael Cowen, 
H. EB. Barnes, Pred Wynn and Mr. Thayer representing the Hinkley 
Undertaking Co. visited spot 25 miles from Brownsville HN, &. 

and 8 miles WN. W. eof Point Isabel Tex. There found what was 
left of a Mexican flesh all gone practically, all benes found, 
some black hair, jacket with 3 holes, shirt 5 holes, 1 hd'’kf 
(email monogram) 1 pr ahoes, 1 gray felt hat purchased from 


eo 
News 
a 


L. Gariboy Byille, 2 clasp garters, 7 teeth missing front lower 
jaw and 1 left back, 10 upper front teeth good, Identification 
by Miguel Garcia (Pather) Isadoro Gareia (Brother) who reaog- 
nised the clothes as belonging to Fulencio Garcia. The remains 
were brought to Brewnsville and later viewed by Dr. B. Le 

Cole - ali effects taken charge of by Sheriff Dept. Date of 
Inquest, May 22, 1918, noon. Where Inquest was held - on spot 
where remains were found. Date of death unknown. Where died 
or where body was found - Body found in the Vait pasture, 

exact place of death unknown. Name of Deceased ~- Florencio 
Garcia. Deseription of deceased - Noxthing but bones, hair, 
and some clothes found. Finding by the Justice - Cause of 
death unknown.® 

MR. KNIGHT: What was the date of your finding? 

MR. GANALES: Did you hold inquest on other dead Mexicans 
in 1915, 1916 and 1917, and you helped their parents to bury 
their bodies? 

A Well, I cannot say that I did hold a regular inquest, but 
I went to places, they were lying there, dDut in such advanced 
stage of decomposition they were buried there. 

Q Why did you go there? 

A At the request of relatives. 

Q Why? 

A They asked me to. 

Q I will ask you whether relatives were permitted to bury 
those people? 

A They said not, no, they said they were afraid to. 

Q Whom did they say they were afraid of? 

A Gne afterncen about two o'clock a party came to me and 
said that there was dead bodies in the neighborhood and they 
were so offensive that they wanted them disposed of and wanted 
to knew why the authorities did not take action. I didn't 


know anything about it before, and a little later on a man 
nemd Nathan Lightborn came to me and asked mse if I would go 
out there with him and relatives to bury these bodies. I asked 
him why don’t you go out and bury them yourself? He said. he 
was afraid to go, andi I asked him why, and he said he was 
afraid that the Rangers would sheot them. That is what he 
said to me. 

Q Did you go out there? 

A TI did. 

Q How many bedies were there? 

A Your. 

Q Were you requested to go somewhere else where there were 
about twenty bodies? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Where were those bodies? 

A They were up -- I learned later they were on a ranch owned 
or operated by a man named Jeff Soribner. 

Q Well, did you assist those peeple? 

A TI aid not. 

Q Why? 

A Beeause it was out of my jhrisdiction. 

Q Have you seen some of the Rangers in Brownsville lately? 

A Yes, very often. 

Q How do they ceme there and how are they dressed? 

A They are not all dressed alike, but most of them are in 
the usual Ranger garb, a large felt hat, coat and shirt and a 
big belt full of cartridges and a big gun exposed and beots, 
most ef them are that way. 

Q Walking around that way? 

A Yea. 

Q How large a town is Brownsville? 

A Six or seven thousand. 


know anything about it before, and a little later on a man 
named Nathan Lightborn came to me and asked me if I would co 
out there with him and relatives to bury these bodies. I asked 
him why don't you go out and bury them yourself? He said he 
was afraid to go, and I asked him why, and he said he was 
afraid that the Rangers would sheot them. That is what he 
said to me. 

Q Did yeu go out there? 

A TI did. 

Q How many bodies were there? 

A Your. 

Q Were you requssted to go somewhere else where there were 
about twenty bodies? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Where were those bodies? 

A They were up -- I learned later they were on a ranch owned 
or operated by a man named Jeff Soribner, 
Well, did you assist those people? 
I did not. 
Why? 
Beeause it was out of my jhrisdiction. 
Have you seen some of the Rangers in Brownsville lately? 
Yes, very often. 
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How do they come there and how are they dressed? 

A They are not all dressed alixe, but most of them are in 
the usual Ranger garb, a large felt hat, coat and shirt and a 
big belt full of cartridges and a big gun exposed and boots, 
most of them are that way. 

Q Walking around that way? 

A Yes. 

Q How large a town is Brownsville? 

A Six or seven thousand. 


Q Is it a wery Gisorderly town? 

A Wo, I don't think s0; I think quite the contrary. 

Q What is the average population, between Americans and 
Mexicans or of Mexican descent? 

A TI could not answer that definitely, but I have always been 
led to think that it is about seventy-five percent Mexicans 
and twenty-five Americans. 

Q Do you find those Mexicans lawless, rowdy, dangerous people? 

A Why, generally speaking, no, but of course in my duties 
I have run across a good many that I did think were wrong, 
naturally. 

Q Did you hear some of those rangers talk -- they come to 
your office often to make affidavit? 

A Yes, most of them come every month, and I make out affi- 
davite for them. 

Q How do they talk? 

A Well, some of them talk a jittle bit wild about people 
and things. 

Q What do you mean by “wild*? 

A Well, they seem to be dissatisfied, from the talk I have 
heard, they seem to be dissatisfied at the amount of remuner- 
ation they get -- I have noticed that lately. 

Q Did they use any bad language with regard to that? 

A Well, I heard them cuss some. : 

¢ Did they use eny language toward the Adjutant Gemral's 
Derartment® 

A I don’t know just who it was direoted to, but it was to 
the people who reguiate their pay. 

MYR. MoMILLIN: The Legislature. 

UR. CANAIZS: Have you saen some of them shon they appeared 
intoxicated or under the influence of liquor? 

A T camot say that I have; I have seen them in places where 


they could have got that way if they wanted to, individually. 
I cannot say that I have seen one of them that was apparentiy 
that way. I em taiking now from the standpoint of my individ- 
ual knowledge. 


EXAMINED BY ME. KNIGHT. 

Q You have been in Brownsville twelve yeara? 

A Yes. 

Q You were asked if you held any inquests of Meticans down 
there: how long have you been Justice down there? 

A Two terms, a little ever. 

Q Have you had coeasion to hold any inquests over any dead 
Texans down there at any tine? 

A Yes. 

Q How many? 

A That is pretty hard to tell. If I had my records I could 
tell, but I don’t know what number, I didn’t know what I was 
coming here for. 

Q What would be your idea of the number of dead Texans? 

A Well, there have been a good many white men, I could not 
state how many Mexicans. 

Q All right. The dead bodies in the neighborhood, I didn't 
catch where that neighborhkedd was where there were some dead 
vodies and individuals were afraid to go to them -- was that 
in Brownsville? 

A Yes. 

Q When was it -- I mean where you claimed they said the 
odor wae noxious? 

A That was right after that train wrecking, I don’t reeall 
the date. 

Q That was 1915. Vere those the bedies of bandits that 
were kilied there at that time? 


A & don*t know that they were bandits, they were four Mex- 
icans. 

Q after the train wreck there were some men killed, weren't 
there? 

A Well, they were dead Mexicans. 

Q Someone came to you and told you the reason he had net 
buried them he was afraid? 

A MWathan Lightborn. 
Is he a Mexi can? 
He is either Spanish -- he speaks English very fluently. 
Was he related to then? 
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Re is related to a great many that went tc that funeral. 

Q Are the fears always well founded of the Rangers”? Yor 
instance, before the Committee a constable from down there 
stated to the Committee that he was afraid of an attack of the 
Rangers here <- 

A Who was he* 

Q A constable from Duval County. 

A I don't know, I don't know why he should be afraid. 

Q Wew do you know ef any reason why that man that reported 
to you should be any more in actuality afraid than was this 
constable? 

A Well, he has heard the general Mexican pepulation and he 
knows their views, their ideas and their feelings, I think kz 
that is why, and the majority, before we got ont to that place 
I think there must have been five or six hacks filled up with 
men and women who finally went out to this place of burial. 

Q There was a good deal of German propaganda all along the 
border about thet time, wasn't there? 

A TI heard there was some. 

Q There was real -- at the headquarters at El Paso there 


was @ well formed conspiracy to stir up trouble down on the 


vorder, you heard of it? 

A TI heard of it. 

Q@ De yeu know whether or not that fear was not inspired by 
reason of German propaganda at that tine? 

A Tf eould not answer that question. I know that there was 
a great exodus of Mexicans from Brameville to Mexico and I know 
that I inquired -- 

SENATOR WILLIFORD: it occurs to me that the Committee has 
thoroughly threshed out the general situation down there, hay- 
ing spent two days on it before it went into the particulars. 

MR. KNIGHT: Probably so, I was not here in the beginning. 

Q Now there were twenty dead bodies reported to you some- 
where out in some pasture? 

A Wo, seventeen bodics is what I have always heard. 

Q You never 414 see then? 

A&A Wever did. 

Q It was hearsay so far as you are concerned’ 

A It came to me from several different parties, but it was 
hearsay 

Q Were the Rangers accused of being responsible for those 
bodies? 

A That is what I always heard. 

Q How ieng ago was that? 

A TI cannot state the date, but I believe it was after that 
train wreeking matter, it was after that. 

ME. KMIGHT: Is there any allegation in the indiotment ree 
garding that episode? 

THE CHAIRMAN: There is an allegation that fifteen were taken 
out. Is that correet, Mr. Canales? 


MR. CANALES: I think there is one allegation that there was 
Tifteen. 


EXAMINED BY MR. TIDUBIL. 

Q@ Within the past fifteen or sighteen months can you report 
to the Committee a single instanse that occurred under your 
personal ebservation in which a Ranger exceeded his autherity 
or acted in a disorferly manner around Brownsville? 

A Through ay personal knowledge I cannot say that I do. 

My informaticon comes to me in a partly official -- and knowing 
nearly everyone down there I hear a great deal, and how much 
of that is true I am not prepared to say, but I know what the 
general thought is amongst Mexicans down there and whether that 
is well fomded or not I am not prepared to say, but I do know 
that we are interested down there and we want a quiet country 
and we don't want the people that is doing the work, that we 
regard as good Mexicans, we don’t want them to leave, and they 
have been leaving there for some cauge in an alarming way. 

It was a common ccourrence to see team after team loaded with 
househeld goods going across into Mexico. 

Q Isn't it also true when a man is Justice of the Peace 
that there are complaints made against the Sheriff and the 
deputies and the local peace officers in the same way? 

A TI don't think eur local peaes officorsa are entitled to 
much blame now. Our police department and the Sheriff's 
department work in harmony. There is wery little crime there 
now. In fast, it is the quietest place imaginable. 

SEMATOR WILLIFORD: TIan't it a fact that the Mexicans left 
to keep from going into the United States Arny? 

A Wo, they were too 01d for that, and a great many of then 
left children there and daughters that instead of going to 
Mexico, they had littie jobs there in Brownsville, working in 
stores, they said, some of whom I married and their husbands 
deserted them, they came te me and I asked them why their 

ead parents were all leaving, and I know the general answer that 


they have always given me. 

SENATOR PAGE: What was it? 

A They said that they wre afraid of the Rangers, afraid 
of the Rangers, that has been the talk right straight along. 
SRWATOR WILLIVORD: That condition did not exist only in 

war time? 

A Well, it has not been that feeling so far ae I know all 
the time, But I knew it has been a good part of the time of 
late years. 

SEWATOR WITT: Q Has that feeling been in the last twelve 
months, Judge? 

A Well, no, not as much in the last twelve months as it was. 
I notijeed it more after that wreeking business down there. 

I noticed it more for some time after that. 

Q That was back in 1915 and 19167 

A Yes, there has not deen as much of that lately. 

Q These older men and women that went across the River in 
those days, have they returned? 

A Gene have, but a great many have remained. They had 
little places in the country, and scme seemed to be doing well, 
they seemed to sacrifice their household goods and leave and 
as I heard it, it was through fears, and as I heard it, it was 
because they feared the Rangers would visit then. 

MR. LACKBY: Did you ever hear of any white people creasing 
the River down there heeause they were afraid of Rangers? 

A We, I don't taink I have -- nearly all Mexicans, They 
hawe their general feeling here, I don’t know but that is the 
way they talk. 

Q De you know that the fear cf the Rangers was due to German 
p ropaganda? 

A It may have been. I never ran across much German prepa-~ 
ganda, I doen't know auch abeut it. It is all hearsay with me. 


In my twelve years* experience thers I have met the majority 
of the Rangers and their Captains, and so far as I am concerned 
I like them all, and they ali like me. Any of them would do 

me a fawor if I bad eecasion to ask one, but when I heard 

these things I want to state practically all I know. 

Q You stated just now you had seen the Rangers in the saloons 
put you had never seen any of them drunk. I will ask you if 
you have seen the city and county efficials also in the saloons? 

A Yes, I have. 

Q Thay frequent them often? 

A Gh, yes, T have seen officers of all kinds in there, that 
is when the saicons were open. 

Q Your relations with the Rangers have been pleasant, they 
come to you to make out their account? 

Yes, I know them all and I like them all too. 
Did you ever hear of them abusing anybody? 
Wo. 

Or cursing on the streets? 

Ho. 

You gay they eurse in your office? 
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They curse in my office once in a while. 

MR. CAMAIRS: When there was a big exodus last year, do you 
remember when I, in company with others, made speeches to 
pacify them and keep them from going, about June or July or 
August? 

A TI am not just sure of the time exactiy, but perhaps it has 
been about a year. /Do you receliect the year before 1917 when 
General Morton was there, that I went out there also making 

| speeches in order to keep them from going? 

A Yes, I remember that, but I am not sure of the exact date. 

MR. ERIGET: You stated that those leaving were older people, 
most of them. I will ask yeu to state if you are advised that 


the records show that there were 757 deserters an d military 
delinquents had left after they had registered, as shown by the 
evidence in that county. 

(Gbjeetion interposed by Mr. Canales) 

THE CHAIBMAN: We have exciuded that evidence. 

WR. KNIGHT: This is in reply to his statement that it was 
the older people that had left. 
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JOR SOOTT, 
veing duly sworn by Mr. Tidwell of the Committee, testified as 
follews: 


EXAMINED BY MR. EWIGHT OM BRHALF OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S DEPT. 
Q State your name. 
A Joe Scott. 
Q Where do you reside? 
A San Benito. 
Q How lieng huve you resided there? 
A I have been there seven years. 
Q Do you remember the circumstance of seven dead Mexicans, 
of their bodies being found there some time ago? 

A During the bandit trouble? 

Q Yes. 

A I heard the Sheriff telling about it. He is mhataken 
about the number and the way they died. 

Q Tell the Committee the number and how they died. 

A Those Mexicans were arrested by the soldiers. 

Q sir? 

A Those Mexicans were arrested by the soldiers and started 
to tem with them, and on the way to town, to Ban Benito, the 


soldiers made one of them a proposition, gave him a start of 
a hundred yards and gave him a chance to run, and he accepted it. 

THE CHAIRMAR: Were you there? 

A Wo, that is what I was told. 

GENERAL HARLEY: We understand the Sheriff stated from what 
he merely heard tao. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I am going to say seriously, we cannot take 
the version of every man. You take an official who has made 
ean official investigation, in my judgment if the rules are 
relaxed at all it ought to be where an official has made an 
investigation. As I understand it, Captain Vann wae detailing 
the result of his investigations. 

MR. KWIGHT: All right. 

They were arrested by whom? 

The scldiers. 

De you know that fact of your own knowledge? 
No, I have been told so. 

How many of them were there? 


There were five of them. 
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Eow far 41d you live from the scene of the accident? 
A Well, from where they were arrested I suppose I lived 


seven or eight miles, but I heard the guns very plainly that 
killed then. 


Q Were there any Rangers in that country at that time? 

A The Rangers were at Harlingen, I rarely ever saw a Ranger 
at San Benito. 

Q At the time you heard those guns were there any Rangers 
in San Benito? 

A Wot that I know of. 

Q That is all. 


Q 
A 


EXAMINED BY MR. TIDWRLL. 
You have heard they were arrested by soldiers? 
Yea. 
You heard the gune that you thought killed them, fired? 
Yee. 
Did you go up there? 
Wo. 
Dia you see them? 
No, 
How long before you did see them? 
I didn’t see them until some parties who went down there 


told me. 
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RUSSELL SAVAGE, 


being duly sworn by Mr. Tidwell of the Committee, testified as 
follows: 
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Q 


EXAMINED BY ME. CANALES. 
Your name is Russell Savage? 
Yes, sir. 
You live in Corpus Christi? 
Yes, sir. 
What official position do you held there? 
City Attorney. 
Were you ever guilty of being a member of the Legislature? 
Gnee only. 
When was it? 
I was a member of the 20th Legislature. 
Mr. Savage, in the last primary in Corpus Christi were you 


out during that day visiting the various polis? 
A Was T out? 


Yes. 
Yes. 


I never netieed any at the polls, 


Q 
A 
Q Did yeu notice any Rangers stationed at the polis? 
& 
Q There sere they? 


A saw some Rangera in town before the primary on the sorn 
ing of the primary election day. 


Q Where were they located? 

A I think I saw them driving arownd town. Saw then once 
sitting in a ear down town, 

Q I never heard of Corpus Christi being a very corrupt sity. 
Was it neesssary te have Hangers there? 
Bot at all. 


Rave you observed Rangers usually around that city? 
Wo, sir. 


That ie the enly time you ever saw then? 
Yes. 
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MUR. ESNIGHT: Have you ever heard of Peregrinus? 
A Yes, very familiar with hin. 


Q You say you saw some Rangere sitting in a car? 
A Yes. 


Q That is all. 
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(At this time the Committee recessed until 10:06 o*nleck A. M., 
Saturday, February 8th.) 


